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Digitized from Box D21 of The Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

SPEECH BEFORE REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS' ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 
COLO. SPRINGS, COLO. - FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1966 

~y GOOD FRIENDS AND FELLO 1 REPUBLICANS--AND I THINK 
THAT ' S REDUNDA~T . 

I ' ~ppy AND HONORED TO HAVE THE CHANCE TO SPEND A 
,A 

FE HOURS ITH YOU , fiRST Or ALL TO CONGRATULATE YOU--
THOS._ HO .'ERE ELECTED OR RE-ELECTED LAST NOVE aBER --AND 
TO THA 'K ALL OF YOU , ' HETHER YOU ERE CANDIDAT~S OR JOT, 
FOR THE KEY ROLES YOU PLAYED IN THE GREAT RESURGENCE OF 
~EPUBLICANISM HIGH ~E HAVE ' ITNESSED AND HIGH IS STILL 
I ~OT I ON . 

IF I CAN CLEAR VIY DESK OF THE POL I Tl CAL PROBLE.AS THAT 
HAVE PILED UP l%iA~;:!.9J!ATION OF THE N:::V CONGRESS, I AM ..... ~. 

co liNG ACK TO M ITH ~y JHOLE FA liLY LATER THI ~ 
¢ J:. 

,>" "'t-::0 
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MO~ m. ~OR/ .. THE RELATIVELY SAFE SPORT OF s:c II NG . .1( ALL 
~~ ~t:i:. 

LOVE TH+S STATE . THERE IS SOMETHING ABOUT THESE J~JESTIC 

MOU~'lAii 1NS THAT REDUCES r .. 1AN TO HIS PROPER SIZE, ANf:t I ffi I NJ( 
J 

IT 'AS A "ONDERFUL CHOICE FOR REPU LICANS TO GATWR H~. . 

IN THE FLUSH OF LAST v10NTH ' S S' EEPING SUCCESSES~£ STILL'h: 

HAVE A .JAY. TO GO~~~~ 1 

YOUNG LT . ZEBULON PIKE , ~HEN HE FIRST LOOKED AT THE -
PEAK THAT BEARS HIS NA"E , SUPPOSEDLY SAID IT .OULD "NEVt.R 
BE SCALED BY MORTAL f~AN . " ONLY A FE YEARS LATER, OF COURS: , ---
IT WAS . I THINK ~E viGHT CONSIDER SETTING UP A ZEBULON 
PIKE A' 'ARD FOR ALL TH'- POLITI CAL PUNDITS V HO T ~0 YEARS AGO 
*ER~ DOLEFOLLY PR~D I CTING THAT THE REPUBLICAN PARTY NOULD 

GO THE A Y OF THE .JH I GS, AND AS LATE AS THE END OF OCTOBER 
CONCLUDED THAT THE REPUBLICANS HAD FAILED TO FIND ANY 
SIGNIFICANT CAMPAIGN ISSUES IN 196 AND THAT THE ELECTION 
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'OULD PRODUCE NO APPRECIABLE CHANGE IN THE PCLITICAL 
COMPLEXION OF THE COUNTRY OR TH~ CONGRESS . 

' THES~ SAl~ PROGNOSTICATORS ARE SAYI G ~: REPU LICA S -----
1 ILL GET SO E. nBRO I LED AND1£ nESHED IN OUR 0 IDEOLOGICAL - ~ 

AND PERSONAL ARGUtENTS THAT ~E ' ILL DEFEAT OURSELVES BEFORE 
1968 11THOUT ANY HELP FROM THE OUTSI E. I THIN~ E OUGHT 

TO s~ND THIS fAR~EO -OVER DISH RIGHT BACK TO THE KITCHE '· 
I TH I Ny/THEY ARE TAL'< I NG ABOUT THE ·RONG PARTY J OUR I NG 

THE PAST T~ 0 YEARS , I HAVE MOE ONE OR r~ORE VISITS TO SO[v1E 
STATES , AND~ I CAN REPORT t& THAT I NEV~R HEARD ANY 

R£PU3LICAN TALKING A OUT ANY OF YOU THE 1AY SENATOR FULBRIGHT 
AND PRESIDENT JOHNSON ARE ALLEGED TO TALK ABOUT EACH OTHER . 
AND I NEVER CAUGHT ANYBODY EYEING £THE .AY HUBERT LOOKS 

'\t_• 
\\ 

AT 80 Y ~ AND VICE VERSA • 

• 
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THE 'JIA IN REASON I ' . HERE IS TO REPORT TO YOU BR I ::FLY 
AS tiNORITY LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES , AND 
IT SHOULDN'T SURPRISE YOU THAT ~ITH A NET REINFORCE~ENT OF 
4 7 .• ~ORE REPU L I CANS IN THE HOUSE , I DO FEEL A LOT ~,~ORE 

LIKE A LEADE A 0 A LOT LESS LIKE A vi ORITY . 

I THE UPCOI lNG 9TH CO.GRESS, E ' ILL HAVE 1 7 S~ATS-­

OUR HIGHEST FIGURE SINCE 1958. THIS IS STILL jl· VOTES SHORT 
OF THE ~AJORITY JE ' D LIKC , BUT IT ' S A HOLE LOT DIFF~RENT 
rRO. '3E ING OUT U. E 3Y T~'O TO ONE ' ITH 15 VOTES TO SPAR~ . 

PRELI,dNARY FIGURES INDICATE THAT REPU~LICA, CA DIDATES 
FOR THE HOUSE OF REPRES~ .. T T IV ;o CLOSE TO 4° PERCENT 
OF THE TOTAL CONGRESS I 0 AL VOT ~ T I ..• 1 .JOULD 
E OUR 

• 
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THE TOTAL VOTE FOR REPU~LICA~ CA 1DIDATES IN OUSE 

CONTESTS e AS ~ORE T"AN 25 r11 LL I 0 , 'HI CH ,'OULD APPEAR TO 

E A RECORD FOR A NON-PRESIDENTIAL YEAR . YOU GENTL~rE 

RIGHTFULLY SHARE I 1 THE CREDIT FOR THIS TURNOUT AND FOR 

THE ENCOURAGING FACT THAT ~EPUBLICAN CANDIDATES OUTPOLL~D 

DEAOCRATS IN HOUSE RACES IN 26 STATES -- AL S<A , ARIZID.NA , 

CAL I FORNI , DELA 'ARE , IDAHO, ILL I,JO IS, I NO I Ar , I 0~ , 

<A 1SAS ' KE TUCKY ., I .I CH I GA . ., 

.. '* HA¥;PSH IRE ., NEW JERSEY ., r ORTH DAKOT , OHIO, OR EGO , 

PE ·~ SYLVAN I ., SOUTH DAKOT , TE ~NESSEE , UTAH , VER ,~ONT , 

NOT TO PAl T TOO ROSY A PICTURE , ~E DID LOSE HOUSE s~ATS 

IN MAINE ., ~ISSISSIPPI AND ALABAMA. AND JE FAILED TO GAIN 
, 

BACK HOUSE SEATS LOST IN 1964 I 1 NEW YORK AND ~iASHINGTON • 

• 



BUT JUST AS THE SCOPE OF OUR SUCCESS' AS NATIONWIDE, SO 
THE FE: DARK CLOUDS ERE NOT CONFINED TO ANY PARTICULAR 
R:G I 0 '. THERE ''AS ENOUGH HAPPINESS FOR ALL TO SHARE . 

PERSONALLY , I START~D T~SSING SEASON SAYING JE~ 
~~~PICK UP 30 TO 40 HOUSE SEATS , UT AS THE PRESSURE 

FRO~ THE PRESS I REAS~ , PARTICULARLY AFTER MY GOOD FRIEND 
SENATOR DIRKSEN LAID $100 ON THE TABLE TO BACK HIS FORECAST 
OF 75 SEATS , I TOOK TO SAYING "40 OR 10RE . " TO' JAROS THE -END , I KEPT LAYING A LITTLE LOUDER STRESS ON THE "OR MORE" 
A '0 THUS I DISQUALIFIED MYS:LF FOR THE ZEBULON PI"E A ARD . 

ILL VENTURE 0 E .nORE PROPHESY . IF .. E ALL HA G j BUT I 
TOGETHER IN SUCCESS AS .ELL AS "E DID JN DVE SITY , :~ARE 

~ GOIN~ THE .AY OF THE ··H IGS . 'E ARE GOING THE .AY OF 
ABRAHAt 1 LINCOLN AND D. I GHT 0. EISEN HOWER, FOR WHOSE SPEEDY 

(__;/ 
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RECOVERY FRO~ SURGERY ~·E SHOULD ALL PRAY TODAY . 

YOU Gt:NTLE v1EN ALL JANT TO KNO'' IN A NUTSHELL HO "J THE 
90TH CO 'GRESS ' ILL DIFFER FRO~ THE UNLAMErTEO 8 TH . 

AS I SEE IT , THE DIFFERENCE ILL BE SIMPLY THIS : 
REPU3LICANS IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES WILL BE BACK 
IN THE BALLG t. . 

THE 1viiNORITY PARTY '' ILL AGAIN BE IN A POSITION TO 
SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCE THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS, AND THAT 
IS THE JAY THE ~MER I CAN GOVERNr~NT ~ SUPPOSED TO '•JORK ., 
IT HASN ' T FOR THt. PAST TWO YEARS . THE NEXT CONGRESS .. ON'T 
SIMPLY GO THROUGH THE MOTIONS OF REC:IVING , APPROVING AND 
RETURNING PRESIDENT IAL PROPOSALS FOR SIGNATURE , ' ITHOUT 
HEARifG OPPOSING OPINIONS OR ADECUATE FLOOR DEBATE . JE 
~ILL REALLY BE LEGISLATING AGAIN , IN COMMITTEES AND ON THE 

• 
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FLOOR--AND TH: COUNTRY AS THE VOTERS KNEJ . 

INCREASED RESPONSI31LITY , AND THE 

VOTERS t ILL BE . ATCH I NG THIS, TOO . E ~'c..R: RESPO 'S LJLE, 

I ELI EVE ~ AND '~': TRIED TO BE CONSTRUCTIVE IN THE 89TH 

CONGRESS ; UT I TH THE LOPS I OED L I NEUP , ·:E 0 I ON ' T • I NO UP 

~I TH 100 v1UCH TO SHO~V FOR IT . NEXT YEAR I THINK YOU ''ILL 

FI ND MANY DE~OCRATS , MAYBE INCLUDING THE PRESIDENT, PUSHING 

FOR THE VERY THINGS E KEPrURGING BE DON~ IN 1965 OR '66 . -
IT 'JOULD BE EASY FOR US JUST TO S I T BACK AND SAY " E 

TOLD YOU SO" OR " ~'E SAID IT FIRST" -- BUT THAT • O~ ' T DO ! 

I~STEAD 'E PROPOSE TO START RIGHT OFF JITH A POSITIV~ 

REPUBLICAN PROGRAfv1 IN THE SECOND "STATE OF THE UNION" 

APPRAISAL ~HI CH SENATOR DIRKSEN AN I PLAN TO r~AKE J.HEN 
CONGRESS CONVENES • 

• 



HI LE IT ' S TOO EARLY TO REVEAL ALL THE PROPOSALS ~'E 

ARE CO S I DER I NG FOR TH IS PRESENT AT I ON , . JH I CH 'I LL AGA It 
E NATIONALLY TELEVISED ACCORDING TO CURRENT PLANS , IT 

CERTAINLY WILL INCLUDE A FORM OF FEDERAL-STATE TAX SHARING 
• 

A~D INCREASED SOCIAL SECURITY JE FITS TIED PERMANENTLY 
TO COST OF LIVING AND INFLATIONARY INCREASES . 

IT' S r OT TOO EARLY , EITHER , TO f~KE I Te.r?ct:AR THAT i''E 
4 

IN THE HOUSE ARE ~'OT v1AK I NG ANY AUTOr~AT I C ALL IANCES OR 
COAL IT I ONS S I MPL Y FOR PO~;ER OR OBSTRUCT I ON . 
TH~ SUPPORT OF LIKE-MINDED o: ,QCRATS IN ADVANCING ,~£ASURES 
THAT ARE GOOD FOR THE COU 'TRY OR RESISTING THOSE THAT ARE 
UN. ISE OR U 'TI~~ELY -- '"'UT ~E ARE GOING TO CALL OUR O.t~ PLAYS 
A .ILL E GLA TO HAVE THE HELP OF A. Y DISCER I G 
o.:.~OCRATS . I u 
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1 EARJESTLY HOPE , AND I SPEAK NO~ FOR ALL .N REPUBLICAr 
COLLEA('\UES IN THE HOUSE , IHAT YOU REPUoL I CAN GOVER~' RS A 0 
IND~ED REPUBLICAN OFFICIALS AT ALL ECH~LONS OF GOVERN1~NT 
. ILL F I 10 THE T l.v1E AND TAKE THE TROU'""'LE TO FORtARD YOUR 
SUGGEST I ONS AND I DEAS TO US . 'JE ··aULD L I KE TJI ESE OUR I NG 
THE DRAFTING OF OUR FORTHCO.,ING STATE OF THE U I APPRAISAL , 
AND 'E ANT TO SUSTAIN A CLOSE EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION ITH 
REPUBLICAN STATE CAPITOLS THROUGHOUT THE NEXT TtO YEARS . 
;[ ALL SUBSCRI E AS REPUBLICANS TO THE THEORY THAT ALL 
'I SOO! 1 DOES NOT REPOSE I 1 '!'ASH I GTO • THIS THEORY SHOULD 

FIND CONCRETE EXPRESSION IN CONTINUING COMMUNICATION ON 
.~TTERS AFF~CTI G YOUR STATES OR THE FEDERAL-STATE RELATION ­
SHIP IN GE~ERAL . 

:HOPE DURING THE 90TH COfGRESS TO HAVE EACH OF YOU 

.. 
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AS OUR GUEST TO ADDRESS OUR HOUSE REPUuL I CAN CO~'FERE~ CE 

OF ALL 18 7 REPUBL I CAi ~~E .. uERS I N 'ASH I NGTON . \~E JOULD 

LIKE TO SEE INCREASED PARTICIPATION AND REPRESENTATIO 

OF REPUBLICA. GOVERNORS ON THE REPUBLICAN COORDINATI G 

COu .•. ITTEE . A·lo , ALTHOUGH THE DE~OCRATS ARE STILL IN 

CONTROL ' I FE L YOU COULD CONTRIBUTE .~UCH - E-DED I ,JFOR.,1A-

TION A 0 VIEvS AS EXP~RT .'ITNESSES EFORE THE VARIOUS 

CO i ITTEES OF THE CONGRESS . 

/E , IN TURN ~ ARE VITALLY INTERESTED IN THE vOMPOSrTIO 

Or TH~ CONGRESS , AND I A\' RE ·1 OED THAT ETt ~EEN 0 ' AND 

196 SEVE STATES Af I TH A TOTAL OF 11 0 HOUSE SEATS .. ~UST 

REDISTRICTED-- INCLUDI. G CALIFORI~IA , HIGH I A DELIGHTED 

TO SEE REPRESENTED AGA I AT A REPUBLICA' GOVER ORS' I!EETING . 
-

AS THE OEAOCRATS GRO' A~ITTLE LESS POSITIVE ABOUT EING 

• 
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A PERMA EiT ·~JORITY PARTY IN THE NATIO ', THER: IS -----THAT THEY f:~Y TRY TO SHORTCH 'GE US I SO E STATE LE ISLA-
IURC:S. 

I HAVE T KE TOO ~UC F YOUR Tl ~ . LREA~Y , UT eAY 
I Si .:AK Vt:RY LUNTL Y A 10 EAR ESTL Y BEFORE I CLOSE . I A.v. 

SICK uF H:ARifG THAT ~E REPUBLICANS ~AN SURVIVE ANYTHING 
9 

EXCEPT SUCCESS. I AM TIRED OF READING HOW WE ARE GOING-TO 
- . 
FLY OFF 1.· TO ALL K I IE CF COLLIS I 0 COURSES, THE GOVERNORS 
VERSUS THE CONGRESSIO AL LEADERS, THE EASTERNERS VERSUS 
THE ~ESTERNERS ~ THE LIBERALS VERSUS TdE CONSERVATIVES , 
THE URBANITES VERSUS THE SUBURBANITES, AND THE SU URSA ITES 
VERSUS THE FAR~ERS , AND SO FORTH AD NAUSEUM. 

~ < . "' 

THAT I s.' , T THE I ~ESSAGE I READ I N THE 1 6'"' RC:TUR s. " -v - ~ 
I THINK OUR REPUBLICAN COORDINATING COMMITTEE ~ .HICH 

.. 
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1 S l1EET I NG AGAIN NEXT i~ONDA Y U D~R THE ABLE CHAIR '-~• SHIP 

OF .RAy BL Iss, HAS DONE A iMRVELOUS AND ALi OST I II RACULOUS 

JO OF UNIFYING OUR PARTY AND HAMMERING OUT RESPONSIBLE 

REPUBL I CAN POS I T I ONS ON CURRENT I SSUES. TH I S 80 DY ,. AS 

AN EX PER I fv1ENT HARDLY ANYOt E THOUGHT OULD . ORK , BUT IT HAS 

~lOR . ED, AND IT HAS JORKED BECAUSE JE ALL 'ANTED TH IS R£SULT . 

CONCURREt'TL Y, IT HAS BEEN THE OE.~OCRATS WHO HAVE tjEEN ON 

ALL SIDES OF EVERY ISSUE, CUTTING EACH OTHER UP FOR PERSONAL~ 

SPITE OR POLITICAL ADVANTAGE, CAUSING THE ArAERICAN PEOPLE 

TO "!0~ DER IF THEY REALLY DESERVE TO 0 I RECT THEIR DESTINIES. 

I SA,)'\~T ' S LET THE 0Ef.10CRA TS CONT I NUE TO ENJOY THESE 

CAN~' I BAL I STIC EXERCISES . IF ·E ARE RESPONSIBLE REPUuLICA Sz 

IF lfE ARE A .~EAN I NGFUL .~I NOR I TY , AND ABOVE ALL IF .E 

CO, 'T I NUE TO SH O~J THE COUNTRY A PI CTURE OF CLEAR UN I TY A~'D 

.. 
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FOR RELEASE UPON DELIVERY, FRIDAY P •Hr 

REMARKS BY REP. GERALD R. FORD, MINORITY LEADER, 

U. s. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

AT THE REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS' ASSOCIATION CONFEP.ENCE 

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO. - DEC. 9, 1966 

I am happy and honored to have the chance to spend a few hours with you, first 

of all to congratulate you--those who were elected or re-elected last November 8--

and to thank all of you, whether you were candidates or not, for the key roles you 

played in the great resurgence of Republicanism which we have witnessed and which 

is still in motion. 

Young Lt. Zebulon Pike, when he first looked at the peak that bears his name, 

supposedly said it would "never be scaled by mortal man.n Only a few years later, 

of course, it was. I think we might consider setting up a Zebulon Pike Award for 

all the political pundits who two years ago were dolefully predicting that the 

Republican Party would go the way of the Whigs, and as late as the end of October 

concluded that the Republicans had failed to find any significant campaign issues in 

1966 and that the election would produce no appreciable change in the political 

complexion of the country or the Congress. 

Now these same prognosticators are saying we Republicans will get so embroiled 

and enmeshed in our own ideological and personal arguments that we will defeat our-

selves before 1968 without any help from the outside. I think we ought to send this 

warmed-over dish right back to the kitchen. I think they are talking about the 

wrong party. During the past two years, I have made one or more visits to some 44 

states, and all I can report is that I never heard any Republican talking about any 

of us the way some prominent Democrats in Washington have been talking about one 

another. 

The main reason I'm here is to report to you briefly as Minority Leader of the 

House of Representatives, and it shouldn't surprise you that with a net reinforce-

ment of 47 more Republicans in the House I do feel a lot more like a leader and a 

lot less like a minority. 

In the upcoming 90th Congress we will have 187 seats--our highest figure since 

1958. This is still 31 votes short of the majority we'd like, but it's a whole lot 

different from being outnumbered by two to one with 15 votes to spare. 

Preliminary figures indicate that Republican candidates for the House of 

Representatives won close to 49 percent of the total Congressional vote nationwide. 

This would be our best off-year showing since 1950. 

The total vote for Republican candidates in House contests was more than ,~~ 

million, which would appear to be a record for a non-Presidential year. You :':J ,,;: \ 
I,,!; OT: 
~~ :.., 

gentlemen rightfully share in the credit for this turnout and for the encouragt~ ;~/ 
·~-..__/ 



fact that Republican candidates outpoll~d bemocrats in House races in 26 states--

Alaska, Arizona, California, Delaware, Idaho, Illino~, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 

Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, North 

Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Wisconsm 

and Wyoming. 

Not to paint too rosy a picture, we did lose House seats in Maine, Mississippi 

and Alabama; and we failed to gain back House seats lost in 1964 in New York and 

Washington. But just as the scope of our success was nationwide, so the few dark 

clouds were not confined to any particular region. There was enough happiness for 

all to share. 

Personally, I started the guessing season saying we could pick up 30 to 40 

House seats, but as the pressure from the press increased, particularly after my 

good friend Senator Dirksen laid $100 on the table to back his forecast of 75 seats, 

I took to saying "40 or more." Towards the end I kept laying a little louder stress 

on the "or more" and thus I disqualified myself for the Zebulon Pike Award. 

But I will venture one more prophesy. If we all hang together in success as 

well as we did in adversity, we are not going the way of the Whigs. We are going 

the way of Abraham Lincoln and Dwight D. Eisenhower, for whose speedy recovery fr~ 
-· ' / "-

surgery we should all pray today. ( . 

You gentlemen all want to know in a nutshell how the 90th Congress wi~ PJ.f!ft) 
'...--:~ .... -

from the unlamented 89th. 

As I see it, the difference will be simply this: Republicans in the House of 

Representatives will be back in the ballgame. 

The minority party will again be in a position to significantly influence the 

legislative process, and that is the way the American government is supposed to work. 

It hasn't for the past two years. The next Congress won't simply go through the 

motions of receiving, approving and returning Presidential proposals for signature, 

without bearing opposing opinions or adequate floor debate. We will really be 

legislating again, in committees and on the floor--and the country will benefit, as 

the voters knew. 

But with increased influence we Republicans in the House will have to bear 

increased responsibility, and the voters will be watching this, too. We were 

responsible, I believe, and we tried to be constructive in the 89th Congress, but 

with the lopsided lineup we didn't wind up with too much to show for it. Next year 

I think you will find many Democrats, maybe including the President, pushing for the 

very things we kept urging be done in 1965 or '66. 

It would be easy for us just to sit back and say ''We told you so" or ''We said 

it first"-·but that won't do. Instead we propose to start right off with a positive 

(More) 



Republican program in the second "State of the Union" appraisal, which Senator 

Dirksen and I plan to make when Congress convenes. 

While it's too early to reveal all the.proposals we are considering for this 

presentation, which will again be nationally televised according to current plans, 

it certainly will include a form of Federal-State tax sharing and increased Social 

Security benefits tied permanently to cost of living and inflationary increases. 

It's not too early, either, to make it clear that we in the House are not 

making any automatic alliances or coalitions simply for power or obstruction. We 

will welcome the support of like-minded Democrats in advancing measures that are good 

for the country or resisting those that are unwise or untimely--but we are going to 

call our own plays and will be glad to have the help of any discerning Democrats. 

I earnestly hope, and I speak now for all my Republican colleagues in the 

House, that you Republican governors and indeed Republican officals at all the 

echelons of government will find the time and take the trouble to forward your 

suggestions and ideas to us. We would like these during the drafting of our forth-

coming State of the Union appraisal, and we want to sustain a close exchange of 

information with Republican State capitols throughout the next two years. We all 

subscribe as Republicans to the theory that all wisdom does not repose in Washington. 

This theory should ftnd concrete expression in continuing communication on matters 
......-·-:'"l-~ 

_,'~-' \\. ~~ 1,) 

affecting your states or the Federal-State relationship in general. I~~"-· · 
l 
l 

We hope during the 90th Congress to have each of you as our guest to addr~s 

our House Republican Conference of all 187 Republican Members in Washington. We ~1-~, 
would like to see increased participation and representation of Republican Governors 

on the Republican Coordinating Committee. And, although the Democrats are still in 

control, we feel you could contribute much-needed information and views as expert 

witnesses before the various committees of the Congress. 

We, in turn, are vitally interested in the composition of the Congress; and I 

am reminded that between now and 1968 seven states with a total of 110 House seats 

must be redistricted--including California, which I am delighted to see represented 

again at a Republican governors' meeting. As the Democrats grow a little less 

positive about being a permanent majority party in the nation, there is a danger 

that they may try to shortchange us in some state legislatures. 

May I speak very bluntly and earnestly before I close. I am sick of hearing 

that we Republicans can survive anything except success. I am tired of reading how 

we are going to fly off into all kinds of collision courses--the governors versus 

the Congressional leaders, the Basterners versus the Westerners, the liberals versus 

the conservatives, the urbanites versus the suburbanites, and the suburbanites versqs 

the farmers, and so forth ad nauseum. 

(More) 
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That isn't the message I read in the 1966 returns. 

I think our Republican Coordinating Committee, which is meeting again next 

Monday under the able chairmanship of Ray Bliss, h~s dcine a marvelous and almost 

miraculous job of unifying our party and hammering out responsible Republican 

positions on current issues. This body was an experiment hardly anyone thought would 

work, but it has worked. And it has worked because we all wanted this result. 

Concurrently, it has been the Democrats who have been on all sides of every issue, 

cutting each other up for personal spite or political advantage, causing the American 

people to wonder if they really deserve to direct their destinies. I say let's let 

the Democrats continue to enjoy these cannibalistic exercises. If we are responsible 

Republicans, if we are a meaningful minority, and above all if we continue to show 

the country a picture of clear unity and common purpose on the great issues of these 

difficult times, 1966 will be just a prelude to victory. 

IF IF IF 
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U. S • BOUSE Ol REPRESEI!l'A~ • )) 

REMARKS BY REP. ~:gaA:LD lU PCtW t MINORITY LEADER l. '.J- ' ' 

.., ~?..'/ 
AT THE REPUBLICAN. GOVP.;RNQ~ 1 . ASSOCI4T10N C.ONFERENCE ~ 'tf. ~ / . 

. ' . . .. '.- . -~- ... . . - - . 

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO. - DEC. 9, 1966 

I am happy and honored to have 'the' chance to spend a few hours with you·, first 
' 

of all to congratulate you--those who were elected or re-elected last November 8--

and to thank all of you, whether ·you were candidates or not, for the key roles you 

played in the great resurgence of Republicanism which we have witnessed and which 

is still in motion. 

· · Young .Lt:~' Zebulon ·pike, when he first looked at the peak that bears ·his name, 

supposedly said 'it would "never be scaled by mortal man." Only a few· years. later, 

of course, it was. I think we might consider setting up a Zebulon Pike Award for 

all the political pundits who two years ago were dolefully predicting that the 

Republican Party would go the way of the Whigs, and as late as the end of October 

concluded that the Republicans had failed to find any significant campaign issues in 

1966 and that the election would produce no appreciable change in the political 

complexion of the country or the Congress. 

Now these same prognosticators are saying we Republicans will get so embroiled 

and enmeshed in our own ideological and personal arguments that we will defeat our-

selves before 1968 without any help from the outside. I think we ought to send this 

warmed-over dish right back to the kitchen. I think they are talking about the 

wrong party. During the past two years, l have made one or more visits to some 44 

states, and all l can report is that I never heard any Republican talking about any 

of us the way some prominent Democrats in Washington have been talking about one 

another. 

The main reason I'm here is to report to you briefly as Minority Leader of the 

House of Representatives, and it shouldn't surprise you that with a net reinforce-

ment of 47 more Republieans in the House I do feel a lot more like a leader and a 

lot less like a minority. 

In the upcoming 90th Congress we will have 187 seats--our highest figure since 

1958. This is still 31 votes short of the majority we'd like, but it's a whole lot 

different from being outnumbered by two to one with 15 votes to spare. 

Preliminary figures indicate that Republican candidates for the House of 

Representatives won close to 49 percent of the total Congressional vote nationwide. 

This would be our best off-year showing since 1950. 

The total vote for Republican candidates in House contests was more than 2l.-~ 
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million, which would appear to be a record for a non-Presidential year. YoU/·: 
-! 

gentlemen rightfully share in the credit for this turnout and for the encour~ing 



.. 

· ... , 
fact that Republican candidates outpolled ~emocrats in House races in 26 states--.. 

............... .. 
Alaska, Arizona, California, Delaware, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 

Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, Nebr.!lska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, North 

Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Dakota,_ Tennessee,. Utah, Vermont, Wisconsin 

and Wyoming. 

Not to paint too rosy a picture, we' did lose· Bouse' seats fn Maine, Mississippi 

and Alabama; and we failed to gain back Bous'e seats lost in 1'964 ln New York and 

Washington. But just ·as the scope of our success was nationwide, so the few dark 

clouds were not confined to any particular region:. There was enough happiness for 

all to share. 

Personally, I started the guessing'seasom saying we could pick up 30 to 40 

House seats, but as the pressure from the press increased, particularly after my 

good friend Senator Dirksen laid $100 ·on the .:·able to back his forecast of 75 S'ea·ts, 

I took to saying "40 or more." Towards the end I kept laying a little louder stress 

on the "or more" and thus I disqualified myself for the Zebulon Pike Award. 

But I will venture one more prophesy. If we all hang together in success as 

well as we did in adversity, we are not going the way of the Whigs. We are going 

the way of Abraham Lincoln and Dwight D. Eisenhower, for whose speedy recovery from 

surgery we should all pray today. 

You gentlemen all want to know in a nutshell how the 90th Congress will differ 

from the unlamented 89th. 

As I see it, the difference will be simply this: Republicans in the House of 

Representatives will be back in the ballgame. 

The minority party will again be in a position to significantly influence the 

legislative process, and that is the way the American government ~s supposed to work. 

It hasn't for the past two years. The next Congress won't simply go through the 

motions of receiving, approving and returning Presidential proposals for signature, 

without hearing opposing opinions or adequate floor debate. We will really be 

legislating again, in committees and on the floor--and the country will benefit, as 

the voters knew. 

But with increased influence we Republicans in the House will have to bear 

increased responsibility, and the voters will be watching this, too. We were 

responsible, I believe, and we tried to be constructive in the 89th Congress, but 

with the lopsided lineup we didn't wind up with too much to show for it. Next year 

I think you will find many Democrats, maybe including the President, pushing for the 

very things we kept urging be done in 1965 or 166. 

It would be easy for us just to sit back and say "We told you so" or ''We said 

it first"--but that won't do. Instead we propose to start right off with a positive 

(More) 



Republican program in the sec.ond· "State· of ttie Union11
• apprAi~al; which Senator 

Dirksen and I plan to make when Congress convenes. 

While 1t 's too early to reveal all the proposals we ... .ate· considering for this 

presentation, which will:agafn be nationa11y tJlevtsed according to current plans. 

it certainly will include a form of Fede~al-State tax sharing and increased Social 

Security benefits tied permanently to cost of living and· inflationary increases. 

It's not too early, either, to make it clear that we in the .House are not 
; • ~ ' '., ,'lfif-$ .. ! _: ~.,: 

making any automatic alliances or 'coalitions ·siinply for power or obstruction. We 

will welcome the support of Hke-1ilinded Democrat's in advancing measures that are good 

for the country or resisting those that are unwise .or untimely--but we are going to 

call our own plays and will be glid ·to hm,e· the' help· ·o~ .any discerning· Democrats<. 

I earnestly hope, and I speak ~ow for. all· my RepubU:can colleagues in the 

House, that you B.epublican go:vernors and -iudeed Republican officala at all the 

echelons of government will find the time and take the trouble to forward your 

suggestions and ideas to us. We would like these during the drafting of our forth-

coming State of the Union appraisal, and we want to sustain a close exchange of 

information with B.epublican State capitols throughout the next two years. We all 

subscribe as Republicans to the theory that all wisdom does not repose in Washington. 

This theory should ft.nd concrete expression in continuing communication on matters 

affecting your states or the Federal-State relationship in general. 

We hope during the 90th Congress to have each of you as our guest to address 

our House Republican Conference of all 187 Republican Members in Washington. We 

would like to see increased participation and representation of Republican Governors 

on the Republican Coordinating Committee. And, although the Democrats are still in 

control, we feel you could contribute much-needed information and views as expert 

witnesses before the various committees of the Congress. 

We, in turn, are vitally interested in the composition of the Congress; and I 

am reminded that between now and 1968 seven states with a total of 110 House seats 

must be redistricted--including California, which I am delighted to see represented 

again at a Republican governors• meeting. As the Democrats grow a little less 

positive about being a permanent majority party in the nation, there is a danger 

that they may try to shortchange us in some state legislatures. 

May I speak very bluntly and earnestly before I close. I am sick of hearing 

that we Republicans can survive anything except success. I am tired of reading how 

we are going to fly off into all kinds of collision courses••the governors versus 

the Congressional leaders, the Easterners versus the Westerners, the liberals versus 

the conservatives, the urbanites versus the suburbanites, and the suburbanites'vi!i-if&': , 

the farmers, and so forth ad nauseum. 
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That ian' t .. the ·me·ssage ·l read in the : 196tr ·rerturn&~' 

I think our Republican Coordinating.Con*nittee~· 'dl'ieh is meeting again next 

Monday under the able'chaf.tmansh:ip of Ray liiisst baS. done a marvelous and almost 

miraculous job of unifying' our ·'par~y and hambiering. out resttonsible Republican 

positions on currc!ut · :i:Ssu'es.. This body was au experimallt hardly anyone thought would 

work, but· it has worked./ And it bas worked because we all wanted this result. 

Concurrently, it has been the Democrats who have been on all sides of every issue, 

cutting each other up for personal spite or political advantage·, causing the American 

people to wonder if. they really deserve to direct their destinies. I say let's let 

•. ·•~'·. 

the Democrats continue to enjoy these cauutbalistic exercises. If we are responsible 
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Republicans, if we are a meauing:ful·minO'rity','· and above all if we cont'inue to show 

the country a picture of clear·unity&ad comblon·purpose ori the great issues of these 

difficult times, 1966 will be· just a pretude 'to vietory. 




