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CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, MAY 5~ 1966 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

SPEECH EXCERPTS--REPUBLICAN WOMEN'S CONFERENCE, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

It is traditional that members of the minority party view with alarm while 

those in the majority point with pride. It might also be said--and indeed it 

should be pointed out--that the majority party glosses over its mistakes and seeks 

to put the best possible face on all of its actions. 

As leader of the minority party in the House, I come before you today not as 

an alarmist although some will consider it suehh 1 come before you to give you my 

assessment of the State of the Union--with the aim of putting this nation on the 

pathway to truth. 

The Johnson Administration has set for iteelf the avowed purpose of building 

a "Great Society11 in America. 

The task of making America great turns on success in both domestic and foreign 

policy. 

1 submit that the Johnson Administration has blundered badly in both areas and 

that the American people will in time fully recognize this. 

I say that the Johnson-Humphrey Administration stands indicted on four major 

counts. Let me spell them out for all to know and ponder. 

Count No. 1--This administration has failed to tell the people the truth about 

its actions, particularly in foreign affairs. 

Count No. 2--This administration is failing to win the poverty war, running it 

so badly that the poor themselves are up in arms. 

Count No. 3--This administration has failed to maintain price stability, 

insisting on expanding federal spending during a wartime boom that involves the 

outlay of a billion dollars a month for the war in Vietnam. 

Count No. 4--This administration has failed to properly manage our military 

and foreign affairs. It is guilty of mistakes and omissions that add up to 

mismanagement by any clear definition of the term. 

This is a failing administration. It has failed the American people, failed 

to deal adequately with both domestic and foreign problems. This is the current 

State of the Union. 
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.• EXC..l'RPTS .. BY HON. GBRALD R. FORD~ lJilJORITY LEADER, UNIT.IID STATES HOUSE OF 
REPitriSB!JTATIV.L::S 1 14th AI\l'r:IUAL REPUBLICAN UOl·TEN'S CONFERDNCE, SHERATOI'l PARK H~L 
'JASHINGTOn:Yl?• C. r 10:30 a.m., ThursdS\Y', I>IS\Y' 5, 1966. 

It is traditional that members of the minority party vietrT with alarm 

While those in the majority point tli th pride. It might also be said ....... and indeed 

it should be pointed out -- that the majority party glosses over its mistakes 

and seeks to put the best possibl~ face on all of its actions. 

As leader of the minority party in the House, I come befoee you today not 

as an alarmist although some will consider it such. I come before you to give you 

my assessment of the State of the Union-- with the aim of putting this nation on 

the patllt-Jay to truth. 

The Johnson-Humphrey Administration has set for itself the av~ted purpose 

of building a "Great Society" in America. Republicans believe in the Great 

Society uhich includes - Truth, Progress, .Freedom, Opportunity. 

The Johnson-Humphrey Administration stands indicted on four points: 

1. This Administration has failed to tell the l~erican people the 

truth about its actions, particularly in foreign affairs. 

2. r.Phis Administration is failing to tr1in the poverty \·1ar, running it so 

badly that the poor are up in arms• 

3. This Administration has .failed to maintain price stability, 

insisting on non-military spending during a wartime crisis that 

involves a billion dollars a month for Vietnam. 

4. This Administration has failed to prOperly ~· o'UJ:1:jilil);j.ary and · 

foreign affairs. 

I have in my hand here the hearings of the House Commi ttec of I·ierchant 

harine and Fisheries, the Committee that has the responsibility for finding out 

•·:hether or not we have a sound, adequate I:lerchant IIarine for the United States. 

i\nd let me assure you, these hearings point out beyond any doubt t·Ihatsoever the 

Defense Department under this Administration has pleyed dot-m the ·needs, the 

necessity for an adequate Uerchant I.larine. 
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Unfortunately, \1hen the crisis has developed as it has, in South Viet rram 

~·1e are finding because of neglect our Lerchant I.;arine under this Administration is 

not prepared to meet the challenge of the time. I say again this is a Democratic 

controlled Committee. 

Let me add this. Secretary Lcl'lama.ra. has been taong before. Let me ei te 

one instance. In October of 1963. He t-Jent on one of his numerous trips 

to 3outh Viet lJam and t"lhen he returned from that trip, he told the press and the 

press reported it to all of us that things t-Jere g-oing so l·lell in South Viet Ham 

in 1963 that vie as a nation could expect virtually all of our military forces 

returned from South Viet l~a.m b' the end of 1965. 

The Secretary \'las t·1rong and it just micht be that he could be \·Irong again. 

Let me have this as my:>post script. Bven if the questions raised by the Democrats 

and Rcpublicm1s in the Congress cannot be fully justified -- I think they can be 

but I assume they can't be. I think it is the obligation of every I.ember of the 

CongTess, Lemocratic or Republican, 1 believe it's the obligation of every member 

of the press that has any connection either in the Pentagon or South VietNam 

and it~s~the responsibility of every American to keep the spotlight on the 

Secretc.:.ry of Defense and those uorkine; under him in civilian capa.oi ty. l!by? 

Because the President has committed as of tod~, I think my figures are correct, 

the President hao committeed 255,000 of the finest American youth to VietNam 

and they deserve the best trea.pons on time that uill \"lorl,. 

So I urge ull of us in the capacities that ue may hold to~ or hold tomorrow 

to keep that spotlight on those in positions of responsibility so that those who 

are fighting for us not only have all the t-lea.pono but ou moral a.s uell as other 

support. 

The second •ndictment is the question of credibility. This Administration 

in my judgment has developed a credibility canyon not a credibilit.y gap and let 

me Give you one illustration. There a.ue many, quite frarutly. 

On Sunday, April lOth, the Under Secretary of State, l~r. Georae Ball on 

one of the Sunday quiz programs "Face the Hation", said this, and let me read it • 

"The interesting thing is, \"lhile the nevspaper headlines have been filled 1:11 th 

the political turbulence in South Viet Na.m -- the very silent serious effective 

uork looking tov1ard the improvement of the social, economic, and political base 

in South Viet i!am ho.s been going fon1ard as have the military operations." 

And then he concluded, "There has been no particular reduction in them". 
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Not·: on April 20, Secretary Hcllama.ra in testifying before the Senate 

Foreign Relations Committee had this to s~, and I quote. 

"iiili tary operations have been at a lo\1l'er level becauf!~ -of the political 

disorders in the last approximately ttlO t-1oeks. You aa.n see that by the number 

of Viet Cong killed is off 40'fo. The number of ueapons lost by Vietnamese forces, 

The number of t-reapons captured is also off by substantial amounts. This reduction 

in military activity is customary under conditions of political disorder. It has 

happened every other time t·.re have had political disorders. " 

And then on I.lay 2 just a feu d~s ago, the Secretary of Defense had this 

to s~ in speaking to the United States Chamber of Commerce, Ua.shington, D.c. -­

and again I quote. 

"The tempo of military a.ctivi ties t..ras adversely affected by the political 

disorders. i!e t·1ere near civil t·Jar at Da l'rang one \-J'eekend. The northern part 

of the country uas almost separated from the south - rest of South Vietnam and 

the Ky B'Overnment t·ras almost ovorthrol'm." 

The Undersecretary of State, Hr. Ball, syas there 1:1ere no problems created 

by the disorders. The SecretarJ of Defense says there were serious problems 

created by the disorders in South Vietnam. I simply ask this question: 

Hill the real Administration spokesman, please stand up. 

You m~ remember President Johnson's State of the Union message earlier 

this year. I t-Iill never forget it, because speaking to the members of the 

Uouse and Senate and others and to the American people, he turned and looked 

directly at the Republican side of the Chamber, and uith somet1hat of a hard, 

snarling look said in effect to the Republicans, whom will they sacrifice - the 

poor? 

You also m~ remember in the State of the Union response that t·Jas given 

by Senator Dirksen and rey-self, our ansv1er t1as a resounding no. But l'Te did 

add as Republicans tre t·Iill not sacrifice poor people but \1e uill sacrifice poor 

administrators. l·!e t-:ill sacrifice poor ari thmatic in public accounting, and we 

\·lill sacrifice those 1:1ho don't do a good job. 

r!ot1 let me tell you t-Ihat has happened in the meantime. The Republicans 

in the House have uhat 'file call a Poverty Task Force under the extremely able, 

competent, diligent leadership of Congressman Charles Goodell of New York and 

Congressman Al Quie of Iiinnesota.. 
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In the interim betueen January and nol-I they have accumulated almost on a 

daily basis what they call poverty memos. That's a pretty sizeable group or piece 

of paper and it's not all t-.re put together but in these poverty memos they point 

out d~ after d~ after d~ the failing of this program. The diversion of funds, 

the excessively high administrative costs, the political p~off, the failure to 

get the cooperation of the poor themselves. Yes, the Republicans will not 

sacrifice the poor but t·1e t1ill sacrifice the failure of the poverty program 

under the Johnson-Humphrey Administration. 

I uon' t try to even summarize all of the areas that have been pointed 

out by the Goodell-Quia Subcommittee or Task Force but I think it is well to give 

you one or tt1o examples. 

On April 28th the poverty memo said, "Do you t·1ant a 57 per cent pay 

increase.?" The ansuer is, "Join the staff of the job corps." The 208 staff 

personnel at Camp Gary, San Uarcus, Texas drauing salaries over $9,000 got an 

average of 57 per cent p~ increase t·Jhen they left their previous employment 

and uent uith the Job Corps. I think this is evidence of poor administration, 

the poor spending of the money and it is obvious t:hen salaries are in this 

category the poor are not getting the help. But then let me give you an example 

that I think certainly smells of political favoritism. There is a high ranking 

Democratic politician up in the state of Hest Virginia. He ot·med a hotel tlhich, 

as I understand it, uas either closed or badly run dolm. It tlas valued a.t 

approximately :.:250,000. T}).e Job Corps signed a contract tJi th this Democratic 

politician who owned :the hotel. The Poverty Proaram put ;225,000 into it to 

bring it up to a livable standard and then au~eed to pay an annual rent, I 

think for five years, of ,,:98,000 over tuelve montho. Fellot,r politics? 

I think the evidence on its face verifies and justifies the statements that 

have been made by many on the Republican side. 

i!ou one other area I think should be of great concern and interest to 

you that I mentioned at the beginning, is the area of inflation, the increase in 

the cost of living that ''e see is hitting every family in every state through 

out the United States. In 1965 the cost of livin,3' t'lent up tuo per cent lihich 

meant people uith one dollar could buy tuo per cent less or they could only 

buy 98 per cent at the end of the year \·1i th the dollar they had at the beginning 

of the year. But this increase has accelerated in the three months since 

January 1. \:e had a. point five per cent increase in the month of I::tarch. 

~Ie had a point seven increase in the cost of living in the month of February • 
.-:-yLc 

l;e had ~ increase in January and if you take the three-month 
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period so f<lr in ~~ fiiJ&•iilflfisitt: it by the end of this calendar year the cost 

of livillb uill have gone up .~ per cent. Tha.t's a six per cent gain in the 

cost of living. It io a. six per cent increase in the cost of t1hat our families 

have to buy throllbhout this country. i:Jou the President, by \10rd -by trord -

I emph<::.size, has used the j<i~:; bone technique to tell you houset1ives you ought 

to buy less or buy cheeper items. He has told business it should not expand. 

It should not increo.se its productive capa.ci ty. The President has reprimanded 

business for soma price increases. The President ha.s slapped on the t.rrist 

some ln.bor organizations uho have sought higher uaees, but I have seen no real 

evidence tJhatsoever that President Johnson has done one thing to cut doun or 

cut beck federal spencling in the non-military area. 

Let ne Give you an exe1mple. Yesterday on the floor of the House :re had an 

appropriation bill there •rhere a democratic controlled committee added by 

half a. billion dollars over and above the President • s budget. 'l'here uere 

three amendments offered yesterday by Hepublicans to reduce the committee 

action back to the Fresident•s budget. lrot one single n.mendment to make a. 

reduction came from the D .emocratic side-not one C:;&.Dd. there uas only one speech 

out of fifty or a llundred that uere made yesterd.ccy' by a. ])3mocrat talking 

about econOfl\Y• Yes the prime cu.use of inflation tod..v is the excessive 

increasill.G non-r:1ilmry spendin.z; of the Johnson IIwttphrey administration and 

t:re sa liepu.bl ioans ha.ve a responsibility to point this out to the i:.merica.n 

people. Let me G~ve you one other illustration if I might. 

Since January of this year there have been six votes on issues that 

involve spending more or less. Tt.1o appropriation bills. Four authorization 

bills, including the proposal by the ::bite !rouse for a mansion or whatev.er 

you uant to call it for the Vice President at e. cost of $750,000. It ua.s 

mentioned by someone that this could be catet;.-orized as a tepee for the V .P. 

:.>ut on these t:~i::~ votes I am clad to report to you that the Republicall$ in 

the !!ouse voted 93 per cent as so.vera all<l the D .emocrats voted. 82 per cent 

as apenders so as ue get close to the election of 1966 ue, as Hepu.blica.ns, 

and ever, one of our fifty states can point to the Democratic administration 

in the ':hite IIouse, in the CoJlG.l"ess, und SQ3' that it has been the responsibilit 

of the D emocrats as spenders t'll1o are responsible for one an'l probably tuo 

uc:.r time tax increases ill 19<)6. i:..nd ·11e as Hcpublicc.ns can point out tbc::.t in 

tb.ia periO<.l ~·rhen efforts have been ma.c'te to cut back spendinG to hold the 

line ti.u..'.t ~1e o.s l1epublicc.ns '!.I'e savers ami. that ·.ze did all ue could to prevent 
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one \·tartime t~: increase and probably a. second and that ue as Republicans 

from~aim of the states that ue represent have been the ones uho~ha.u 

carried the ball to try and brine under control the re.va.;es of inflation 

tlmt are hi ttinc; each and every family in every state and as \·le &:o doun 

the line I cc.n tell you·.on~ehelf of the members of the iiouse and the 

Senute, the Hepublican Party tc:ill continue to be the party of savers and 

the D.emocrats uill continue to be the party of spenders. 

Ladies CJui gentlemen it has been a Greet privilebe and pleasure to be 

here. I end as I beGan --the compelling need for all of us, all 

.l..raericans, is to continue to build <::. [;Ood society c.t peace ui th the 

;,rorld and itself. ,;e must find an end to the conflict in Viet Hum. c :e 

muct builL up our strength. to prevent C or.1fi1Wlistic terror and agcression 

olsouhore. ::e must build a prosperity ba.ced one. 

is our aim and our objective. 

peace time econOii\Y• This 

I am confident tha.t ue as .1.tepublicans can look foruard to success 

in 1966. ~!e are goinG to build a iiepublioun Party from the grass roots 

to the top end ue are :;oint; to be successful fror:l the court house to the 

C ont;,Tess this year. 

*** 
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It is traditional that members of the minority party viet·! with alarm 

while those in the majority point \"Ti th pride. It might also be said - and indeed 

it 3hould be pointed out -- that the majority party glosses over its mistakes 

and seeks to put the best possibld face on all of its actions. 

As leader of the minprity party in the House, I come befone you today not 

as an alarmist although some will consider it such. I come before you to give you 

my assessment of the State of the Union -- tri th the aim of putting this nation on 

the pathuay to truth. 

The Johnson-Humphrey Administration has set for itself the avowed purpose 

of buildinti a "Great ~ociety" in America. Hepublicans believe in the Great 

Society tihich includes- Truth, Progress, Freedom, Opportunity. 

The Johnson-Humphrey Administration stands indicted on four points: 

1. This Administration has failed to tell the American people the 

truth about its actions• particularly in foreign affairs. 

2. 'i'his Administration is failing to t1in the poverty t1ar, running it so 

badly that the poor are up in arm::>-

3. This Administration has failed to maintain price stability, 

insisting on non-military spending during a m1.rtime crisis that 

involves a million dollars a month for Vietnam. 

4• This Administration has failed to properly manage o,U,:.iai.ltlary and 

foreign affairs. 

I have in row hand here the hearings of the House Committee of Merchant 

Marine and Fisheries, the Committee that has the responsibility for finding out 

uhether or not \-Ie have a sound, adequate l:ierchant ilarine for the United States. 

And let me assure you, these hearings point out beyond any doubt t·Jhatsoever the 

Defense Department under this Administration has played dot-m the needs, the 

necessity for an adequate I.ierchant I.larine. 
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Unfortunately, uhen the crisis has developed as it has, in South Viet Nam 

ue are finding because of neglect our J..erchant Larine under this Administration is 

not prepared to meet the challenge of the time. I say a~ain this is a Democratic 

controlled Committee. 

Let me add this. Secretary Lclqama.ra has been t·zrong before. Let me ei te 

one instance. In October of 1963. He t·1ent on one of his numerous trips 

to :3outh Viet Ham and t-lhen he returned from that trip, he told the press and the 

press reported it to all of us that things t-1ere coing so Hell in South Viet Ham 

in 1963 that He as c.. nation could expect virtuully all of our military forces 

returned from South Viet Uam b~ the end of 1965. 

The Secretary uas ~1rong and it just might be that he coul<l be t-1roncr again. 

Let me have this as rny:.>post script. i.:.:ven if the questions raised by the Democrats 

and Republicans in the Congress cannot be fully justified -- I think they can be 

but I aosurne they can•t be. I think it is the oblication of every Lember of the 

ConGTesc, Democratic or Republican, I believe it's the obligation of every member 

of the press that ha.s any connection either in the Pentacon or South ?iet llam 

and it~s~the responsibility of every American to keep the spotlicrht on the 

Secretary of Defense a.ru1 those uorkine; under him in civilian capacity. \!hy? 

Because the Precident ha~ committed aa of tod~y, I think my fiGUres are correct, 

the President han committeed 255,000 of the finest .•merica.n youth to VietNam 

and they deserve the best ueapons on time that l!ill \·1ork. 

So I urt:,"e all of us in the capacities that ue may hold today or hold tomorrou 

to keep that spotlight on those in positions of responsibility so that those ~rho 

are fi~ting for us not only have all the t1ea.pons but our moral e.s well as other 

support. 

The second indictment is the question of credibility. This Administration 

in rr~ judgment has developed a credibilLty c~on not a credibili~ gap and let 

me cive you one illustration. There aee many, quite fraru(ly. 

On Sunday, April lOth, the Under Secretary of State, I~r. Georse Bull on 

one of the Sunday quiz programs "Pace the I:Jation", said this, o.nd let me read it • 

"The interesting thing is, uhile the neuspa.per headlines have been filled 1:1i th 

the political turbulence in South Viet Nam-- the very silent serious effective 

uork looking to~1ard the improvement of the social, economic, and political base 

in South Viet ilam hu.s been going fort·Jard as huve the military operations." 

And then he concluded, "'Ihere hu.3 been no particular reduction in them". 



-3-

Non on April 20, Secretary iictlamara in testifying before the Senate 

Foreign Relations Committee had this to s~, and I quote. 

"iiili tary operations have been at a lOl'ler level beoau~~ .of the political 

disorders in the last approximately tt10 t·Toeks. You oan see that by the number 

of Viet Cong killed is off 4~~. The number of weapons lost by Vietnamese forces, 

The number of weapons captured is also off by substantial amounts. This reduction 

in military activity is customary under conditions of political disorder. It bas 

happened every other time t'le have bad political disorders. 11 

And then on I.ia.y 2 just a fe\·1 days ago, the Secretary of Defense had this 

to say in speaking to the United States Chamber of Commerce, ~·Iashington, D.C. -­

and again I quote. 

"The tempo of military activities \·tas adversely affected by the political 

disorders. l!e m~re near civil \·!ar at Da Hang one \'leekend. The northern part 

of the country l·ras almost separated from the south - rest of South Vietnam and 

the I<y aovernment uas almost ovortbrol'm." 

The Undersecretary of State, lir. Ball, says there t-tere no problems created 

by the disorders. The SecretaFJ of Defense sa,s there were serious problems 

created by the disorders in South Vietnam. I simply ask this question: 

;Jill the real Administration spokesman please stand up. 

You may remember President Johnson's State of the Union message earlier 

this year. I will never forget it, because spewting to the members of the 

llouse and Senate and others and to the American people, he turned and looked 

directly at the Republican side of the Chamber, and t-tith sometihat of a. hard, 

snarling look said in effect to the Republicans, t'lhom 1r:ill they sacrifice - the 

poor? 

You also may remember in the State of the Union Fesponse that was given 

by Senator Dirksen and myself, our anst·1er t.zas a resounding no. But we did 

add as Republicans \·1e uill not sacrifice poor people but \-Ie uill sa.crific.e po-or 

administrators. i·~e t1ill sacrifice poor ari thmatio in public accounting, and we 

\·1ill sacrifice those t:ho don't do a good job. 

l'Jou let me tell you uhat has happened in the meantime. The Republicans 

in the House have uhat t1e call a Poverty Task Force under the extremely able' 

competent, diligent leadership of Congressman Charles Goodell of !\Te1-1 York a.nd 

Congressman Al Q.uie of Hirmesota.. 
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In the interim betlieen January and nOl.z they have accumulated almost on a 

daily basis what they call poverty memos. That's a pretty sizeable group or piece 

of paper and it's not all t-te put together but in these poverty memos they point 

out da¥ after da¥ after da¥ the failing ~f this program. The diversion of funds, 

the excessively hich administrative costs, the political Pa¥Off, the failure to 

get the cooperation of the poor themselves. Yes, the Republicans 11ill not 

sacrifice the poor but t7e uill sacrifice the failure of the poverty program 

under the Johnson-Humphrey Administration. 

I uon't try to oven summarize all of the areas that have been pointed 

out by the Goodell-Quia Subcommittee or Task Force but I think it is t!ell to give 

you one or tuo examples. 

On April 28th the poverty memo said, "Do you t-Jant a 57 per cent pay 

increase:.?" The anst1er is, "Join the staff of the job corps." The 208 staff 

personnel at Camp Gary, San llarcus, Texas drauing salaries over 39,000 g-ot an 

a.vere16e of 57 per cent pey increase uhen they left their previous employment 

and uent uith the Job Corps. I think this is evidence of poor administration, 

the poor spending of the money and 1 t is obvious t·:hen salaries are in this 

category the poor are not getting the help. But then let me give you an example 

that I think certainly smells of political favoritism. There is a high ranking 

Democratic poli tioian up in the state of l:est Virginia. He o•med a hotel lthich, 

as I understand it, uas either closed or badly run dOlm. It \"Jas valued at 

approximately S250,000. The Job Corps signed a contract ui th this Democratic 

politician who owned the hotel. The Poverty Proaram put f225,000 into it to 

bring it up to a livable·standard and then ay~eed to pay an annual rent, I 

think for five years, of 4981000 over tuelve months. Fellm1 politics? 

I think the evidence on its face verifies and justifies the statements that 

have been made by many on the Republican side. 

i!ou one other area I think should be of great concern and interest to 

you that I mentioned at the beginnin~, is the area of inflation, the increase in 

the cost of living that ue see is hitting every family in every state through 

out the United States. In 1965 the cost of living uent up tuo per cent l'lfhich 

meant people uith one dollar could buy tuo per cent less or they could only 

buy 98 per cent at the end of the year uith the dollar they had at the beginning 

of the year. But this increase has accelerated in the three months since 

January 1. We had a point five per cent increase in the month of J.,arch. 

:!e had a point seven increase in the cost of living in the month of February. 

1:e had an increase in January and if you take the three-month 
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period so far in 1966 and analyze 1 t by the end of this calender year the cost 

of livinb t1ill have GOne up tour per cent. That's a six per cent gain in the 

cost of livinc. It is a six per cent increase in the cost of what our families 

h.;;.ve to 'buy throUGhout this country. lou the President, by t10rd -by \·tord -

I emphaoize, has used the jaw bone technique to tell you houseuives you oUGht 

to buy less or buy cheaper i terns. He has told business it should not expand. 

It should not increc.se its productive ca.paci ty. The President has reprimanded 

business for some price increases. The President has slapped on the ~Irist 

some labor oraanizations ~1ho have sOUGht higher ua~es, but I have seen no real 

evidence ~;ha.tsoever that President Johnson has done one thin{; to cut doun or 

cut b.::.cl' feder"-1 spencanc in the non-mili ta.ry area. 

Let r.1e (;ive you an e:tMple. Yesterday on the floor of the !!ouse ~1e had an 

o.ppropriation bill there uhare a Democratic controlled cornmi ttee added a 

half o. billion dollars over and above the President's budget. 'l'here trere 

three amendn~nts offered yesterday by Hepublicans to reduce the committee 

notion bnck to the freeident' s budget. ~Tot one sincle cmendment to make a 

reduction carne from the D.emocratic side-not one CIJld there uas only one speech 

out of fifty or a hundred that uere made yesterdey by a D!mocrat talking 

about econofi\Y• Yea the pri11:e C(.l.use of inflation todey is the excessive 

incre<1sinG non-r.~il.ilil.ry spendirlJ' of the Johnson-Humphrey Ad.Ltiniatration and 

ue c.s "iepubl ica.ns lmve a responsibility to point this out to the i:.merican 

people. Let me ~ive you one other illustration if I might. 

Since January of this yecr there have been six votes on issues that 

involve spendinc more or less. Tuo appropriation bills. Pour authorization 

bills, including the proposal by the ·,:hite House for a mansion or whatev.er 

you uant to co.ll it for the Vice President at a cost of $750,000. It t1as 

mentioned by someone that this coUld be categorized as a tepee for the Y .P. 

But on tllese Gix votes 1 :un Glcd to report to you that the Republicans in 

the House voted 93 per cent as savers ~ theD~mocrato voted 82 per cent 

as spenders so as ue r;et close to the election of 1966 ue, as Hepublicans, 

and every one of our fifty states can point to the Damocratic administration 

in tlle White House, in the Con{.;Teso, und S<J3 tho.t it has been the responsi bili !' 
of the D emocrats as spenders uho are responsible for one a:nd probably tuo 

ut~.r tir.te tax increases in 19GG. i.nd. c1e as aepublic<m.G coo point out -thc;:.t in 

this pericxl ~1hen efforts have been macle to cut bacl: spendinG to hold t~t!. 

line tlu::.t ·.1e as itepublicoos tl.re savers u.ncl that ·ue did all ue could to prevent 
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one t·1artime t~: increa.se and probc.bly a seconci and that ue as l1epublicans 

from all of the stutes that ue represent have been the ones who have 

carried the ball to try and brine under control the reva.zes . of inflation 

tllZ'.t n.re hi ttinc; each D.Dd every family in every state D.nd as tte [;o doun 

the line I cc.n toll you on behalf of the members of the i!ouse and the 

Serw.te, the Hepublican Party 1-:ill continue to be the pcrty of savers and 

the D.ernocrats uill continue to be the party of spenders. 

Ladies ~lui ~~ntlemen it has been a Greet privile~e and pleasure to be 

here. I end as I becan --the compelling need for all of us, all 

iJ.'!erica.no, is to continue to build ;;;. .:;ood society c.t peace uith the 

·,sorlcl and itself. we must find o.n end to tbe conflict in ~!iet i.rum. We 

r.root build up our strenr;th to prevent C or;ununistic terror and. a.gcression 

clsouhcre. We muot build t1. prosperity bc.ced on a peace-time economy. This 

is our aim and our objective. 

I <.om confident thc.t ue t~-s Republicans CD.n look foruard to success 

in 1966. We are t;oinc to build e. iiepublicun Party from the g-rcss roots 

to the top c.nd tze ere .:;oinr; to be successful frOl:• the court house to the 

Conc~eso this yec.r. 

*** 




