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Department was deferring $620 million worth of military construction, including

$160 million for the 8,500 military family housing units,

What was Bob McNamara saying by this action? He was deciaring that it was
vital to this nation to refuse to spend not only $460 million in funds earmarked
for general military construction but also $160 million tagged for housing the

families of our men in uniform.

While he did not use the word, inflation--and perhaps he avoided it
deliberately--McNamara left no doubt he feared the deferred projects might have

put extra push behind the alreddy high cost of building in this country.

Only yesterday, McNamara said he will not ask Congress for any new military
famiiy housing comnstruction for fiscal 1967. Instead he proposed leasing 13,075

housing units over the next two fiscal years.

I say we are experiencing a more heated inflationary situation than we were
in December, 1965, snd the prospects are that the cost of living will be spiraling
more in the months shead. I say it doesn't make sense in times like these to be

spending $750,000 of the peopie's money on a house for the vice-president.

-1f the vice-president were asked today how he feels about the project, I have
great doubts he would want to go ahead with it knowing that some of our servicemen

and their famiiies are living in what amounts to slum quarters.

Bob McNamara last January 26 told the Subcommittee on Military Construction
Appropriations that the 8,500 family housing units he had frozen were "justified"

but he was putting off construction just the same.

McNamara added in direct testimony: 'We think it wise to defer the start of
that construction until there is less pressure on our total construction industry

in this country."

Let's assume the vice-president's house is, to use McNamara’s word, "justified!
Is this the time to build it--when we're fighting a multi-billion-dollar war in

Viet Nam and trying to dampen the fires of ianflation at home?

Should we cut the school lunch and school milk programs but build a three-

quarter milliion dollar house for the vice-president?

(More)



Floor Speech -3~ March 16, 1966

Should we cut agricultural extension programs and reduce support funds for our

land grant colleges but construct a handsome house for the vice-president?

Bob McNamara put a hold order on 8,500 places for our servicemen and their

families to live while saying this construction was ''justified."

Other Defense Department officials also testified the military housing was
desparately needed. Unless we think they are given to telling fairy stories, we

have to believe them.

J. J. Reed, deputy assistant secretary of defense for family housing, on
May 25, 1965, pleaded with the military construction appropriations subcommittee
to provide funds for all 12,500 family housing units then sought by the Defense

Department for fiscal 1966.

He said the program was urgent because: (1) 'Decent living conditions
create a better military man; {(2) The Nation has an obligation to provide decent
living conditions for the family of the military man who has pledged to risk his
life for the common defense; and (3) Decent living conditions make a military
career more attractive--it assists the military forces to retain qualified

personnel in competition with higher paying civilian careers."

Despite this justification for building all 12,500 housing units,Bob McNamara

shelved 8,500 of them for an indefinite time.

Assistant Defense Secretary Paul Ignatius declared in testimony befeore the
subcommittee April 13, 1965: "In lieu of our request for 12,100 units in fiscal
year 1964, only 7,500 were funded (by Congress). Last year (calendar year 1964),
the Congress funded only 8,250 units as opposed to our request for 12,500 units.
In view of the level of funding for new units that has been apprdved in the past
two years, it is now apparent that it is impossible, without a 'crash' building
program, for the (Defense) Department to obtain its objective within the original

five-year program."

Ignatius said the Defense Department would have to build 12,500 family

housing units annually over a six-year period to meet the needs of its men.

Those plans have been crippled by McNamara's hold order on 8,500 units of

family housing for our men in uniform,

(More)
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Certainly the vice-president and the nation will not suffer if the proposed
vice-presidential residence is left on the drawing board along with the family

congstruction program for our servicemen.

t# # # # #4#
























Floor Speech -2~ March 16, 1966

Department was deferring $620 million worth of military construction, including

$160 million for the 8,500 military family housing units,
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Should we cut agricultural extension programs and reduce support funds for our

land grant colleges but construct a handsome house for the vice-presiqent?

Bob McNamara put a hold order on 8,500 places for our servicemen and their

families to live while saying this construction was "justified."

Other Defense Department officials also testified the military housing was
desparately needed, Unless we think they are given to telling fairy stories, we

have to believe them.

J. J. Reed, deputy assistant secretary of defense for family housing, on
May 25, 1965, pleaded with the military construction appropriations subcommittee
to provide funds for all 12,500 family housing units then sought by the Defense

Department for fiscal 1966.

He said the program was urgent because: (1) ‘Decent living conditions
create a better military man; (2) The Nation has an obligation to provide decent
living conditions for the family of the military man who has pledged to risk his
life for the common defense; and (3) Decent living conditions make a military
career more attractive--it assists the military forces to retain qualified

personnel in competition with higher paying civilian careers."

Despite this justification for building all 12,500 housing units,Bob McNamara

shelved 8,500 of them for an indefinite time,.

Assistant Defense Secretary Paul Ignatius declared in testimony befare the
subcommittee April 13, 1965: "In lieu of our request for 12,100 units in fiscal
year 1964, only 7,500 were funded (by Congress). Last year (calendar year 1964),
the Congress funded only 8,250 units as opposed to our request for 12,500 units,
In view of the ilevel of funding for new units that has been approved in the past
two years, it is now apparent that it is impossible, without a ‘crash' building
program, for the (Defense) Department to obtain its objective within the original

five-year program."

Ignatius said the Defense Department would have to build 12,500 family

housing units annually over a six-year period to meet the needs of its men,

Those plans have been crippled by McNamara's hold order on 8,500 units of

family housing for our men in uniform,

(More)



Floor Speech -4~ March 16, 1966

Certainly the vice-president and the nation will not suffer if the proposed

vice-presidential residence is left on the drawing board along with the family

construction program for our servicemen.
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