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Excerpts from a speech by Rep, Gerald R, Ford
GOP

There are issues for the Republican Party, The Democrats help create thems
For example, millions of Americans are learning that the Great Society means
slimmer bank accounts, more taxes arbitrarily taken from their paychecks, and few
dollars to spend on necessities.

They are discovering that a government big enough to give them everything they
want is big enough to take from them everything they have,

#* 3 #*

The Republican Party is the only vehicle by which millions of Americans can
express their political philosophy. This philosophy, in my judgment, is the best
for America.

* # #*

Our party must earn the respect of the American people. We must use our hands
and our minds as did the hardy pioneers who built a strong America from sea to
shining sea,

We must sell our story at every factory gate, to every dockside, to every
farm house, to every home.

We must change the image of the Republican Party from that of persistent
opposition to that of constructive alternatives, We must convince citizens in all
segments of our society that we are concerned with their problems; that we care
about them individually and collectively,

* % #
We believet
# An individual has a God=-given dignity and government exists to serve
each person.
% Each individual has the right and responsibility to govern himself within
the framework of law and order,
#* The basic function of govermment is to maintain an environment in which all
individuals can freely develop,
# Government should act to help establish conditions of equal opportunity
for all people,
# Private ownership and free enterprise best serve economic progress,
We know where we stand, We know what we must do, We realize the high stakes=-=-

the survival of our Nation,
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