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Senator Mansfield, the powerful majority leader, recently proposed that

the next session of Congress "spend less time on new legislation and more time
correcting oversights in legislation we have just passed.”

The distinguished Senate leader noted that the Congress has '"passed a
lot of major bills, some of them very hastily," That may be the understate-
ment of the year, |

This Johnson-controlled Congress might be given the title---''the speed-
of-sound Congress,” It takes only a few telephone calls from the other end of
Pennsylvania Avenue to pass White House-spawned legislation.

Vice President Humphrey has mentioned '"the huge legislative tonnage
dropped on our doorstep."”! I question his choice of the word "dropped." With
his boss at the controls, the word "shoveled" might be more appropriate.

The "tonnage" the Vice President speaks of ---the legislation aimed at
pushing the Great Society---is burying taxpayers, their wallets and savings
accounts,

This year, 20 major public laws sponsored by the White House in the
Great Society's name authorize NEW spending of an estimated $16,767,300,000%in
fiscal 1966. That's just the beginning. Our national debt is NOT the $320 billiou’
appearing on the record, but actually $800 billion in committments for future
spending that require no new laws or programs.

You can see why Lyndon Johnson needs all those fountain pens---they will
be used to sign all the blank checks handed to him by the Congress he controls
with terrifying political power.

He claims his Great Society makes progress.

What is progress?

Is it progress to retreat from the principles of the Constitution?

Is it progress to perpetuate poverty for political exploitation and
purpose? 1Is it progress to destroy incentive? 1Is it progress to take one
man's taxes to pay another man's rent? 1Is it progress to have Congress bend
like a soggy noodle when the President pushes his weight around?

The President--when he isn't making profound announcements in the White
House rose garden or sounding off on Texas weekends between boat rides and sight-
seeing-~-is a master of the silent treatment.

He throttles open debate on vital and controversial issues. He welcomes
conversation only when it praises his Great Society.

One of the most brazen uses of gag rule--with Lyndon Johnson calling the
shots---was the restriction clamped on debate on the proposal to repeal Section

14-B of the Taft-Hartley Act.
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By the raw use Qf his power, debate -was severely limited in the House,

At the same time and byithe identical method any opportunity to offer meanimgful
amendments was blocked.'

Clear-thinking Coégressmen listened to public opinion-- but not Lyndon
Johnson!

Most Americans, the polls showed, favor the right of each state to enact
right-to-work laws by retaining l4-B--~but not Lyndon Johnson!

House Republicans wanted unions to be barred from discriminating on account
of race, color or creed---but not the Administration! |

We wanted to prohibit unions from using dues or assessments for political :
purposes---but not Lyndon Johnson!

We wanted to safeguard the rights of the individual worker---but not
Lyndon Johnson!

We wanted to respect the conscientious religious convictions of individuals
as a reason for not joining s union--but not Lyndon Johnson!

His gag-rule order in the house brought him a personal victory. Whether
he is successful in wrapping up the Senate remains to be seen. The fate of the
right-to-work law hangs in the balance, as do the futures and freedoms of millions
of Americans!

The President recently predicted that this Congress '"will leap into
history as the most effective and most rewarding Congress for all the people in
all the history of America.”

Where has it leaped?

Is it "rewarding' the American taxpayers when the natiomal debt is greater
than that of all other nations in the world combined?

Is it "effective" to have a steady growth of direct and hidden taxes?

Is it "rewarding" to have living costs high and going higher?

Is it "effective'" to have state and local governments crumbling under the
iron hand of federalism?

Is it "rewarding™ to be under the shadow of inflation?

Is it "effective" to have less to spend on necessities, slimmer bank
accounts, and more taxes arbitrarily taken from paychecks?

Do we want history to record this era as one which marked the beginning
of a one-party system with Congress as a puppet dangling on wires manipulated by
the White House?

Is it "success" to have Americans losing their identity in a Great Socilety
that sets a record for escalating bureaucracy?

Is the Nation making forward strides when crime and lawlessness are on the
increase?
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