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Testimonial for Joseph w. Martin Jr.
Newton, Massachusetts, Mq 24, 1 65
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by- Gerald Ford

Although this is a

non-~artisan

dinner , I would like to say- that I'm

particularq pleased to be here because I understand that the Ci t;y of Newton

t a "bus-in" n the Capitol.

· ~-""shall

In this way - to c

come!
While everyone knows that it was Nathan Hale who said, "I regret that I have
but one life

to give for my coantry," tonight I would like to add a modern

cercallary to

that famous statement.

It is this:

"The Republican Party regrets

&( ~ ~ ~

that it has but one Joe Martin to give to our country!"

~
Q

e,~~~~~~~\
Of

·

'""'/ y-

ewiork-laet
I feel a

bad t - ltto..tl.zlo, I •

-• •• w

wa;ld

llaw •n»...,.. of

N~erl

~cial kinshi~

fer our guest of honor.

Joe Martin once said,

- 2 "The ,osition of minority leader of the House of Re,resentatives is the most
thankless job in washington •••• ! would not take ten times ten thousand dollars

to return to it. • And now I'm the fellow 9

trying te fill the giant shoe•

that Joe wore for so lang, with such distinction, dedication and abilit7.
But Joe Martin and I have something else in co1111um.
amate11r athletes.

We have both been avid

I was once a fair football 'layer at the UniTersity of Michigan

and he was once a very good semi-,ro baseball ,layer.
Many of you may net know that Joe has Jl&intained his contacts with baseball
through the years.

When the gfeat Washington Senators ,itcher Walter Johnson

ran for Congress, his friend Joe Martin wrote tw campaign B)teeches for him -one to give before labor grou,s, and the other to give before farmers.
Johnson was a better ,itcher than ,olitician.

Unfortunately,

He got the two B)teechea mixed up,

delivering the labor a,eech to farmers and vice versa.

Needless to say, he

lost the election, which ,erha,a ,roves what Boe Martin learned a long time ago:
It's easier to be a great Washington Senator than a

~

member of the House

of Re,resentatives!
The man we honor tonight has had the most remarkable record of ,ublic service
of any ,arson c11rrently active en the political scene.

So, i f he will forgive me,

I would like to tum these remarks into '1117 versien of "This Is Yo11r Life."

-3Joseph
Cleveland

w.

was

Martin, Jr. was born on Nevember 3, 1884, the day before Grover
elected President • for the first time.

him Graver Cleveland Martin.

His father wanted to name

But his mother, a staunch Republican, said, "Grover's

a dog's name."
r"'

•\

could
e, was an

I

rish immigrant.

deli.ghVf'ul person.

{

His father was a hard-working Jorth Attleboro blacksmith whose earnings
were never more than $18 a week.
Since the family was poor, young Joe started to work
at the age of six.
father shctd them.
Evening Chronicle.
owner of the paper.

outside of school hours

One of his jobs was to brush the flies off the horses while his
Anether

job was as a delivery boy for the Borth Attleboro

(Bow probablY every newsboy dreams of one day becoming the
But Joe Martin was one young man who was to IIB.ke thia dream

come true.)
He got his political start by marching in a

to~chlight

parade for William

McKinley in 1896. At the tille, a famicy .friend told his father, "Don't let that
boy go into pelitics -- he's too good a boyf"
Joe, who was otherwise a fellow of extreEly good sense, did not listen to
this o o . § . . f tlling b;r horae and bugg;r, he c-igned for the

- 4Massachueetts House o rn~ :1911, and~lec~ge twenty-seven.

-~
After t

ee tel'IIUI in t

Hoose, he ••i:i:fd to the Sta
s then ,resident

...

ginning

i

of that chamber.

Senate·.

I/ was

This was th.e be-

a long friendsh' between the twg future GOP lead~s.

(Coolidge, by

the way, was the only man to always call oun guest ef honor by his full Christian
name.

~· ,ronounced it

r!!!!.·)

Jo-seff Martin served

an

un,recedent~d

three

terms in the MassachaHt#-s Senate.
In

1916 he began attending Re,ublican Presidential Conventions. This would

becQllle a habi:b of more than

50

years duratiom.

unsurpassed in either ,arty -- ef having been

And today he httlds the record --

f!!!

times the ,ermanent chairman

of natiQD&l conventions.

His gentle hwnor has broken many tense moments at conventions, as all of us
recall who were at

san

Francisco in 1956 when a Bebaska delegate tried to naminate

"Joe Smith" for Vice President.
aut not all moments at national conventions are sc su,ercharged.

At his

first convention, Joe woke u, in the middle ef the night to find that a ,oker game
was in ,rogress in his betel roa.

And to his astonishment, he discovered that

the dealer was none other than the legendary Diamcmd

J~ Br~y!

~

117 1924 Joe was running far f!ongress#d till!

~~~·

/

~::lim..:ba:J(iwas
)

*<;
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ovfr;
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. . ana he IIW 6L$da:n8fl
,.by

In a

hip emptitseut• t.q

The~re the

the

daJB

qne1r* ·all •lu, sib$ sf ...h:lsc••

p

c.

of great orators in the House of Representatives.

net all Congressman could keep frelll wallcnd.ng in cliche's.

However,

Joe remembers that one

'
of the first "great" speeches he heard began:
politics makes strange bedfellows.
Joe was put on

Especially since women got into 1 em."

the House Foreign Affairs Committee.

wanted to be on the Post Office Committee!
be that

"I say to you, Mr. Speaker, that

lucky.~

Of course he really

(!ut not all freshman legislators could

the Foreign Affairs Committee spent a tall week

1

debating such earth-shaking questiana as whether or not to authorize $20,000 for
an international poultry show in Tulsa.
The new Congressman began to establish his lifetime reputation as a fighter
for New England.

But he also learned the pitfalls of his office.

After getting

a new Post Office for Fall River, it turned out that the building contract went
to a firm in St. Louis!

The building was constructed not with Fall River granite,

but with Indiana limestone! And to top it all off', the job of night watchman was
given te the father of Joe's Democratic opponentf
Yet despite such temporary setbacks, he kept getting reelected te Congress.
A dairyman from Taunton once said, "I T•te the straight Democratic tikket, except

- 6 for Congressman Martin.
fifteen years ago."

I always Tote for him because my father told me to•,

Indeed, Joe Martin had beceme a vital institution in his

district.
Much deserved recegnition came often to Joe Martin.
Re:publican National CODIIlitteeman frOJil Massachusetts.

1936 -- he was

1938 -- he was elecated

Chairman of the Rational Re:publican Congressional Committee.
the Re:publican Leader of the House.

chosen

1939 -- he became

1940 -- he was considered a dark horse candidate

for the Presidency, and received fert7-fo11r Totes at the convention.

Although he

never sought the office, this is ¥bat the great Kansas editor, William Allen White,
said of hill:

"He will make ••• if the dice roll right, a liberty-lOTing :president."

When Wendell Willkie was made the 1940 nominee, he begged Joe to become Chairman of the Re:publican National Committee.
wishes, as aaual, Joe acce:pted the post.

PUtting devotian to Party above :personal
As Chairman he had the rare distinction

of seeing the condttee evicted from its building when it was purchased by

!f.~...:_t;t.t:;1..!.~!~

-~rf::t:::_

fr011 a wealthy man,

Joe took over another building and obligated j himself as a personal liability for
the $33,000 lease.

(Is there any wonder why Republicans love Joe Martin?)

The greatest tribute came te Joe Martin in 1947 when he was first elected
Speaker of the House.

f•

we liLa lwo C!Wji Did little t&ate tor Jdbilt

&pealc"'•• -.
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to the President, as most students of government know, the Speaker is the most
powerful elective official in the United States.
!ut what most

pe~ple

don•t know is that besides presiding over the House, the

Speaker has a great many other duties -- such as supervising a C&pitGl bank with
assets of four million dollars.

The Speaker also has responsibility for four

barbershops and a beaaty parlor.

!ut Joe, as

a

confirmed bachelor, told a

colleague, "I think I' 11 let you run the beauty parlor.

You are more experienced

with the women than I am."
This questien of experience with the opposite sex was to

chan~

rapidly.

For

under the new law of Presidential succession, Speaker Martin a was first in line
if anything happened to President Truman.
succeeded FDR, you will recall.)

(There was no Vice President when Truman

Of course the possibility of a bachelor President

vas a great temptation to the single ladies of this country.
with offers of

~~arriage!

Joe Martin was deluged

( ()le proposal that particularly amused him came from a

woman spiritualist in Clarksburg, West Virginia, who wrote that the deceased wendell
Willkie had told her to marry Joe!)

rnosen1 M1

.,.e&i:lients of

ttte

It it peae~le to argue that Joe Martin

OHltea StiteS

:tor a

lei

mtaces uu Jz1aaz;

ee,

lllS

U53.

actua
Ab ueeo
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~ that

lly 0

i

date th8 t8FM9 Of FF69fddiit iFW and Vice President Bli'kib)

Sllpi Nt.i.~

Jrzt ••• i::aagei at::t&I «Sf nl:tR!it Eli!JI!il!'IMP lfm "tt'i'C1i8:ra Nixori dilf 'ft'&b ......,..._"""""""

"'Pluo ••il a faa iii:htates

!!.,!!! tWit&. Si, I believe, eur histbf) buel!B

rboul d

~-short but successful adlililiatraficm of Pi'ili!!ll!tit J88i!jlli a. *'•"'• ~•I

~

There are a great 1118!ly reasons for Joe Martin's success.

~ut

I would like

to mention just tvo of them.
The first is his adherence to the old New England principle of thrift.

Once

Joe Martin invited a President of the United States to his office for lunch.

He

called a caterer for some box lunches and was told that they would cost $2 apiece.
Well, this seemed a bit high te Joe, so he shopped around until he found a
who would prortde a bex lunch fo $1.19.

man

I am sure that this makes Joe the only

man in American hiBtory to entertain a President at such a bargain price f

And,

of course, Joe has always applied this same principle t• the taxpayer's dollar.

Second, Joe Martin is a very likeable person.

Even those who are his peliticl

oppenents have come to have a special place in their hearts for him.

For example,

there is quite a collection of GOP elephants in Joe's office, and one of the most
handsome was given to him by Harry Truman.

The story behind

this is that someone

sent it to the White House, and President Truman told his secretary, "Take this
up to Joe Martin.

I don't want any damned dancing elephants around here!"

- 9-

'1 (

J(te has served our nation with great skilL
some of the most crucial decisions of our times.

He has been a major force in
To cite just one instance:

During World war II General Marshall came to him and asked far $1.6 billion

t~

manafactgre an atomic bomb. Jie 1 s job would be to tey to get this money fr0111
Congress largely on faith -- for the greatest secrecy had to be maintained.

Thus,

te a large extent, Joe Martin was responsible for putting through a program that
eventuall7 shortened the war

and saved millions of American lives.

!ut speaking to you, in a sense, as a representative of Joe Martin's party,
I vo11ld also like to say a .few words about "Joe Martin, Republican. "
When he was first nominated for H•use leader in 1939, it was said of him:
We are doing more than electing a fleor leader.

11

We are choosing a sym.bel of the

Repu.blican Party ••• "
And Joe Martin has been

a

~~agnificent

B)'lllbol of integrit7, dedication, honor

and patrioti8Dl.
Through the darkest days of Republican Party history, he has played one of the
most significant roles in keeping the tve-party system alive and functiening.

- 10 -

The dedicati.Bn of Joe Martin's a11tobiography

s

reads:

"T•

the millions of

Rep11blicans -- and to the many Demovrats and Independents as well -- who fo11ght
with me thro11gh the years to maintain the tvc.-party systea of govermaent in the
United States."
This has been Jee Martin's greatest fight.

And all Americana, regardless

of party, are very lllllch in his debt and ewe him a lasting vote ef thanks.
P'rmn all of 11s, Joe Martin, thank Y'OU fro• the

- 30-

ba~ttom

ef o11r hearts.
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Testimonial for Joseph

w.

Martin. Jr.

Newton. Massachusetts. May 24. 1965
by Gerald R. Ford

Although this is a

non~partisan

dinner, I would like to say that I'm

particularly pleased to be here because I understand that the City of Newton
casts the largest number of Republican votes of any community in Massachusetts.
~

II

As the leader of the oppressed minority in the House, it's a pleasure to be

environment~ ~ .4o A. /(~ ~/
a./), fJ ~.. '".....- --r ~ f!/ /Jrr,.L ~ ~ .

in such a friendly

~

J

A..

While everyone knows that it was Nathan Hale who said, "I regret that I
have but one life to give for my country," tonight I would like to add a
modern corollary to that famous statement.

It is this:

"The Republican Party

regrets that it has but one Joe Martin to give to our country!"
agree that more Joe Martins would make America even greater.

-------

All would

-2I feel a special kinship for our guest of honor.

Joe Martin once said,

"The position of minority leader of the House of Representatives is the most
thankless job in Washington .•.• ! would not take ten times ten thousand dollars
to return to it."

And now I'm the fellow who's trying to fill the giant shoes

that Joe wore for so long, with such distinction, dedication and ability.

~; ~ ;:;-!:':::
avid amateur athletes.

tJ1:"It,:,

t:.t::ns~e~i~om~vt;t :~" +~
I was once a fair football player at the University of

Michigan, and he was once a very good semi-pro baseball player.

~ aJf_ ~

r- ~ rt!:;l:-w:; ~n:: ~:1:. :ai:t~~nt.C~·
through the years.

When the great Washington Senators' pitcher, Walter Johnson,

ran for Congress, his friend Joe Martin wrote two campaign speeches for him -one to give before labor groups, and the other to give before farmers.
Unfortunately, Johnson was a better pitcher than politician.

He got the two

speeches mixed up, delivering the labor speech to farmers and vice versa.

-3Needless to say, he lost the election, which perhaps proves what Joe Martin

learned a long time ago: lit's easier to be a great Washington Senator than
a member of the House of Representatives!
The man we honor tonight has had the most remarkable record of public
service of any person currently active on the political scene.

So, if he

will forgive me, I would like to turn these remarks into my version of
"This Is Your Life."
Joseph W. Martin, Jr., was born on November 3, 1884, the day before
Grover Cleveland was elected President for the first time.
wanted to name him Grover Cleveland Martin.

Republican, said, "Grover's a dog's name."

His father

But his mother, a staunch

~J::{;._f"r "j ~

~~Hi~~ 2rf:.k=:o!::boro~s:ith

whose earnings

~ ;;;;•z;;ft~n~
~2-r
z~
4
I
S~~~/the

family

wa~~~o~r, ~oung

hours at the age of six.

oe started to work outside of school

One of his jobs was to brush the flies off the

horses while his father shod them.

Another j ob was as a delivery boy for

the North Attleboro Evening Chronicle.

(Now probably every newsboy dreams

of one day becoming the owner of the paper.

But Joe Martin was one young

man who was to make this dream come true.)
He got his political start by marching in a torchlight parade for
William MCKinley in 1896.

At the time, a family friend told his father,

"Don't let that boy go into politics --he's too good a boy!"

%.~

Joe, who was otherwise a fellow of extremely good sense, did not
listen to this sound advice.

Traveling by horse and buggy, he

~~

campaigned ~·

for the Massachusetts House of Representatives in 1911, and was elected
age twenty-seven.
In 1916 he began attending Republican Presidential Conventions .
would become a habit of more than 50 years' duration.

This

And today he holds

the record -- unsurpassed in either party -- of having been five times the
permanent chairman of national conventions.
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His gentle humor has broken many tense moments at conventions, as
all of us recall who were at San Francisco in 1956 when a Nebraska delegate
tried to nominate "Joe Smith" for Vice President.
But not all moments at national conventions are so supercharged.

At

his first convention, Joe woke up in the middle of the night to find that
a poker game was in progress in his hotel room.

And to his astonishment,

he discovered that the dealer was none other than the legendary Diamond
Jim Brady!
By 1924 Joe was running for Congress, and he's held that office as
your representative ever since.
!hose were the days of great orators in the House of Representatives.
However, not all Congressmen could keep from wallowing in cliches.
remembers that one of the first "great" speeches he heard began:
to you, Mr. Speaker, that politics makes strange bedfellows.
since women got into

1

em."

Joe
"I say

Especially

-6-

Joe was put on the House Foreign Affairs Committee.
really wanted to be on the Post Office Committee!
legislators could be that lucky.)

Of course, he

(But not all freshman

Interestingly, at that time the Foreign

Affairs Committee spent a full week debating such earth-shaking questions
as to whether or not to authorize $20,000 for an international poultry show
in Tulsa.
The new Congressman began to establish his lifetime reputation as a
fighter for New England.

But he also learned the pitfalls of his office.

After getting a new Post Office for Fall River, it turned out that the building
contract went to a firm in St. Louis!

The building was constructed not with

Fall River granite, but with Indiana limestone!

And to top it all off, the

job of night watchman was given to the father of Joe's Democratic opponent!
Yet, despite such temporary setbacks, he kept getting re-elected to
Congress.

A dairyman from Taunton once said, "I vote the straight Democratic

-7ticket, except for Congressman Martin.

I always vote for him because my

father told me to, fifteen years ago."

Indeed, Joe Martin had become a

vital institution in his district.
Much deserved recognition came often to Joe Martin .

1936 -- he was

chosen Republican National Committeeman from Massachusetts.

1938

elected Chairman of the National Republican Congressional Committee.
he became the Republican Leader of the House.

1940

he was
1939 --

he was considered

a dark horse candidate for the Presidency, and received forty-four votes at
the convention.

Although he never sought the office, this is what the great

Kansas editor, William Allen White, said of him:

"He will make .. •.. i f the

dice roll right, a liberty-loving President."
When Wendell Willkie was made the 1940 nominee , he begged Joe to become
Chairman of the Republican National Committee.

Putting devotion to Party

above personal wishes, as usual, Joe accepted the post.

As Chairman he had

the rare distinction of seeing the Committee evicted from its building when

-8-

it was purchased by an organization that hasn't been too friendly to most
Republicans.

However, although he was far from a wealthy man, Joe took

over another building and obligated himself as a personal liability for
the $33,000 lease.

(Is there any wonder why Republicans love Joe Martin?)

The greatest tribute came to Joe Martin in 1947 when he was first elected
Speaker of the House.

Next to the President, as most students of government

~Speaker is the most p..erful elective official in the United States.
itt~~ /'U;L tnt-~~~~ y ~ ~
know,

B~

what

mJ~-;eople

don't know is that besides presiding over the House,

the Speaker has a great many other duties -- such as supervising a Capitol
bank with assets of four million dollars.

The Speaker also has responsibility

for four barbershops and a beauty parlor.

But Joe, as a confirmed bachelor ,

told a colleague, "I think I'll let you run the beauty parlor.

You are more

experienced with the women than I am."
This question of experience with the opposite sex was to change rapidly.
For under the new law of Presidential succession, Speaker Martin was first in
line if anything happened to President Truman .

-

(There was no Vice President
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when Truman succeeded FDR, you will recall.)

Of course, the possibility

of a bachelor President was a great temptation to the single ladies of
this country.

Joe Martin was deluged with offers of marriage!

(One proposal

that particularly amused him came from a woman spiritualist in Clarksburg,
West Virginia, who wrote that the deceased Wendell Willkie had told her to
marry Joe!)
There are a great many reasons for Joe Martin's success.

But I would

like to mention j ust two of them.
The first is his adherence to the old New England principle of thrift.
Once Joe Martin invited a President of the United States to his office for
lunch.

He called a caterer for some box lunches and was told that they

would cost $2 apiece.

Well, this seemed a bit high to Joe, so he shopped

around until he found a man who would provide a box lunch for $1.19.

I am

sure that this makes Joe the only man in American history to entertain a
President at such a bargain price!

And, of course, Joe has always applied

this same principle to the taxpayer's dollar.
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Second, Joe Martin is a very likeable person.

Even those who are

his political opponents have come to have a special place in their hearts
for htm.

For example, there is quite a collection of GOP elephants in Joe's

office, and one of the most handsome was given to him by Harry Truman.

The

story behind this is that someone sent it to the White Rouse, and President
Truman told his secretary, "Take this up to Joe Martin.

I don't want any

damned dancing elephants around here!"
Joe has served our nation with great skill.

He has been a major force

in some of the most crucial decisions of our times.

To cite just one instance:

During World War II General Marshall came to him and asked for $1.6 billion
to manufacture an atomic bomb.

Joe's job would be to try to get this money

from Congress largely on faith -- for the greatest secrecy had to be maintained.
Thus, to a large extent, Joe Martin was responsible for putting through a
program that eventually shortened the war and saved millions of American lives.

-11But speaking to you, in a sense, as a representative of Joe Hartin's
Party, I would also like to say a few words about "Joe Martin -- Republican."
When he was first nominated for House leader in 1939, it was said of him:
"We are doing more than electing a floor leader.

We are choosing a symbol

of the Repub 1 ican Party •.• "
And Joe Martin has been a magnificent symbol of integrity, dedication,

honor and patriotism.
Through the darkest days of Republican Party history, he has played
one of the most significant roles in keeping the two-party system alive and
functioning.
The dedication of Joe Martin's autobiography reads:

"To the millions

of Republicans -- and to the many Democrats and Independents as well -- who
fought with me through the years to maintain the two-party system of government
in the United States."
This has been Joe Martin's greatest fight.

And all Americans, regardless

..
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of Party, are very much in his debt, and owe him a lasting vote of thanks.
From all of us, Joe Martin, thank you

from~~om of our hearts.

'

....

TESTIMONIAL for JOSEPH W. MARTIN, JR.
Newton, Hassachusetts

May 24, 1965

by Gerald R. Ford

Although this is a non-partisan dinner, ! would like to say that Itm particularly pleased to be here because I understand that the City of Newton casts the
largest number of Republican votes of any community in Massachusetts.

As the

leader of the oppressed minority in the House, it's a pleasure to be in such a
friendly environment.
While everyone knows that it was Nathan Hale who said, "I regret that I have
but one life to give for my country," tonight I would like to add a modern corollary
to that famous statement.

It is this:

"'The Republican Party regrets that it has

but one Joe Martin to give to our country!" All would agree that more Joe Martins
would make America even greater.
I feel a special kinship for our guest of honor.

Joe Martin once said,

"The position of minority leader of the House of Representatives is the most
thankless job in Washington •••• ! would not take ten times ten thousand dollars to
return to it."

And now I'm the fellow who's trying to fill the giant shoes that

Joe wore for so long, with such distinction, dedication and ability.
But Joe Martin and I have something else in common.
amateur athletes.

We have both been avid

I was once a fair football player at the University of Michigan,

and he was once a very good semi-pro baseball player.
Many of you may not know that Joe has maintained his contacts with baseball
through the years.
ran for Congress,

When the great Washington Senators' pitcher, Walter Johnson,
his friend Joe

~1artin

wrote two campaign speeches for him--

one to give before labor groups, and the other to give before farmers.
Johnson was a bettetpitcher than politician.

Unfortunately

He get the two speeches mixed up,

delivering the labor speech to farmers and vice versa.

Needless to say, he lost

the election, which perhaps proves wnat Joe Martin learned a long time ago:

It's

easier to be a great Washington Senator than a member of the House of RepresentativeGI
The man we

ho~'-'!'

tonight has had the most remm.:kable record of public service

of any person currently active on the political scene.

So, if he will forgive

me~

I would like to turn these rf!lntarks into my y.Tersion of "This Is Yoc.t· Life."
Joseph W. Uartin, Jr., was bora en NoveFlber 3, 1884, the day before Grover
Cleveland was elected Pres:f.de1::.t for the first time.
Grover Cleveland Martin.

His father w<-<.nted to name him

But h:ismother, a staunch Republican, said, "Grover's a

dog's name."
His father was a hard-working North At.t.l<:horo bls.cksmith whose earn:f.ngs
were never more than $1S a

w~ek.

-2Since the family was poor, young Joe started to work outside cf schoo!. hours
&t the age of six.
father shod them.
E;~NING

Another job was as a delivery boy for the North Attleboro

CHRONICLE.

of the paper.

One of his jobs was to brush the flies off the horses while his

(New probably every newsboy dreams of one day becoming the owner

But Joe Hartin was one young man who was to make this dream come tt·ue,)

He got his political start by marching in a torchlight parade for William
NcKinley in 1896.

At the time, a family friend told his father, "Don't let that boy

go into politics -- he's too good a boy! 11
Joe, who was otherwise a fellow of extremely good sense, did not listen to
this sound advice.

Traveling by horse and buggy, he campaigned for the Massachusetts

House of Representatives in 1911, and was elected

age twenty-seven.

In 1916 he began attending Republican Presidential Conventions.
become a habit of more than 50 years' duration.
unsurpassed in either party

This would

And today he holds the record --

of having been five times the permanent chairman of

national conventions.
His gentle humor has broken many tense moments at conventions, as all of us
recall who were at San Francisco in 1956 when a Nebraska delegate tried to nominate
"Joe Smith" for Vice President.
But not all moments at national conventions are so supercharged.

At his

first convention, Joe woke up in the middle of the night to find that a poker game
was in progress in his hotel room.

And to his astonishment, he discovered that the

dealer was none other than the legendary Diamond Jim Brady!
By 1924 Joe was running for Congress, and he's held that office as your
representative ever since.
Those were the days of great orators in the House of Representatives.
not all Congressmen could keep from wallowing in cliches.
of the first

11

great 11 speeches he heard began:

politics makes strange bedfellows.

Joe remembers that one

"I say to you, Mr. Speaker, that

Especially since women got into 'em.''

Joe was put on the House Fot·eign Affairs Committee.
wanted to be on the Post Office Committee!
be that lucky.)

HowevcJ:r

Of course, he really

(But not all freshmen legislators could

Interestingly, at that time the Foreign Affa::trs Committee spent a

full week debating such earth-shaking questions as to whether or not to authorize
$20,000 for an international poultry show in Tulsa.
The new Congressman began to establish his lifetime reputation as a fighter
for New England.

But he also learned the p:i.tfalls of his office.

After getti11g a

new Post Office for Fall River, it turned out that the building contract went to a
firm in St. Louis!

The building was constructed not with Fall River granite, but witl

Indiana limestone!

And to top it all

off~

the job of

night watchman was given to

-3the father of Joe's Democratic opponent!
Yet, despite such temporary setbacks, he kept getting re-elected to Congress.
A dairyman from Taunton once said, "I vote the straight DP..mocratic ticket, except
for Congressman Martin.
fifteen years ago."

I

al~ays

vote for him because my father told me to,

Indeed, Joe Nartin had become a vital institution in his

district.
Much deserved recognition came often to Joe Martin.
Republican National Committeeman from Massachusetts.

1936 -- he was chosen

1938

Chairman of the National Republican Congressional Committee.
the Republican Leader of the House.

1940

he wes elected
1939 -- he became

-- he was considered a dark horse candi-

date for the Presidency, and received forty-four votes at the convention.

Although

he never sought the office, this is \•That the great Kansas editor, William Allen
White, said of him:

"He will make •••• i f the dice roll right, a liberty-loving

President. 11
When Wendell Willkie was made the 1940 nominee, he begged Joe to become
Chairman of the Republican National Committee.

Putting devotion to Party above

personal wishes, as usual, Joe accepted the post.

As Chairman he had the rare

distinction of seeing the Committee evicted from its buildbg when it was purchased
by an organization that hasn't been too friendly to most Republicans.

However,

although he was far from a wealthy man, Joe took over another building and obligated
himself as a personal liability for the $33,000 lease.

{Is there any wonder why

Repunlicans love Joe Martin?)
The greatest tdbute came to Joe Martin in 1947 when he was first elected
Speaker of the House.

Next to the President, as most students of government know,

the Speaker is the most powerful elective official in the United States.
But what most people don't know is that besides presiding over the House, the
Speaker has a great many other duties -- such as supervising a Capitol bank with
assets of four million dollars.
shops and a beauty parlor.

The Speaker also has responsibility for four barber-

But Joe, as a ccnfirmed bachelor, told a colleague, "I

think I'll let you run the beauty parlor.

Yo~

are more experienced with the women

than .I am. 11
This questinn cf experience with the opposite sex was to change rapidly.

For

under the new law of Presidential succession, Speaker Martin was first in line if
anything happened to President Truman.
succeeded FDR, you will recall.)

'(There >.tas no Vice President when Truman

Of course, the possibility of a bachelor President

was a great temptation to the single ladies of this country.
with offers of marriage!

{One proposal that

par~icularly

Joe Martin was deluged

amused him came from a

woman spiritualist in Clarksburg, West Virginia, who wrote thatthe deceased Wendell

-4\-Ti.llkie had told her to marry Joel)
There are a great many reasons for Joe Martin's success.
to

~ention

But I would like.

just two of them.

The first is his adherence to the old New England principle of thrift.
Joe Martin invited a President of the United States to his office for lunch.

Once
He

called a caterer for some box lunches and was told that they would cost $2 apiece.
Well, this seemed a bit high to Joe, so he shopped around until he found a man who
would provide a box lunch for $1.19.

I am sure that this makes Joe the only man in

American history to entertain a President at such a bargain p=ice!

And, of course,

Joe has always applied this same principle to the taxpayer's dollar.
Second, Joe Martin is a very likeable person.

Even those who are his

opponents have come to have a special place in their hearts for him.

politica~

For example,

there is quite a collection of GOP elephants in Joe's office, and one of the most
handsome was given to him by Harry Truman.

The story behind this is that someone

sent it to the White House, and Preisdent Truman told his secretary, "Take this up
to Joe Martin.

I don't want any damned dancing elephants around here! 11

Joe has served our nation with great skill.
some of the most crucial decisions of our times.

He has been a major force in
To cite just one instance:

During World War II General Marshall came to him and asked for $1.6 hillion to
manufacturean atomic bomb.

Joe's job would be to try to getthis money from Congress

largely on faith -- for the greatest secrecy had to be maintained.

Thus, to a large

extent, Joe Martin was responsible for putting through a program that eventually
shortened the war and saved millions of American lives.
But speaking to you, in a sense, as a representative of Joe Martin's Party,
I would also like to say a few words about "Joe Martin-- Republican."
When he was first nominated for House leader in 1939, it was said of him:
"We are doing more than electing a floor leader.

We are choosing a symbol of the

Republican Party ••• 11
And Joe Martin has been a magnificent symbol of integrity, dedication, honor
and patriotism.
Through the darkest days of Republican Party historJ, he has played one of
the most significant roles in keeping the two-party system alive and functioning.
The dedication of Joe Martin's autobiography reads:

"To the millions of

Republicans -- and to the many Democrats and Independents as well -- who fought with
me through the years to maintain the two-party system of government in the United
States."
This has been Joe Martin's greatest fight.

And all Americans,

~egardless

Party, are very much in his debt, and owe him a lasting vote of thanks.
~

From all of us, Joe Martin, thank you from/bottom of our

hear~s.
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by Gerald R. Ford

Although this is a non-partisan dinner, I would like to say that I'm particularly pleased to be here because I understand that the City of Newton casts the
largest

n~~ber

of Republican votes of any community in Massachusetts.

As the

leader of the oppressed minority in the House, it's a pleasure to be in such a
friendly environment.
While everyone knows that it was Nathan H~:,Le who said, "I regret that I have
but one life to give for my country," tonight I w
to that famous statement.

It is this:

d like to add a modern corollary

"'£he Republi an Party regrets that it has

but one Joe Martin to give to our country!" •1+ would agree that more Joe Martins
would make America even greater.
I feel a special kinship for our

or .

gue~

Joe Martin once said,

"The position of minority leader of 'he House -Of Representatives is the most
thankless job in Washington •••• !

would ~

take ten times ten thousand dollars to

return to it." And now I'm the fellow who' """'
s "trying to fill the giant shoes that
Joe wore for so long, with such distinction, dedication and ability.
But Joe Martin and I have somethi~lse in common.
amateur athletes.

We have both been avid

I was once a fair toot~8il player at the University of Michigan,

and he was once a very good aemi-p o base.ball player.
Many of you may not know that
through the years.
ran for Congress,

When the great

gton

~enators'

pitcher, Walter Johnson,

his friend Joe Uar~in ~ two campaign speeches for him--

one to give before labor group
Johnson was a

~sht

s maintained his contacts with baseball

and t~ o'ther to give before farmers.

Unfortunately

He got the two speeches mixed up,

bett~pitcher

delivering the labor speech to farmers and vice versa.
the election, which perhaps proves

~hat

Needless to say, he lost

Joe Martin learned a long time ago:

It's

easier to be a great Washington Senator than a member of the House of Representatives!
The man we honor tonight has had the most remarkable record of public service
of any person cu=rently active on the political scene.
I would like to turn these

~arks

So, if he will forgive me,

into my version of "This Is Your Life."

Joseph W. liar tin, Jr. , was born on tlovember 3, 1884, the day before Grover
Cleveland was elected President for the first time.
Grover Cleveland Martin.

His father wanted to name him

But h:lsmother, a staunch Republican, said, "Grover's a

dog's name. "
His father was a hard-working North Attleboro blacksmith whose earni n
were never more than $18 a week.

-2-

Since the family was poor, young Joe started to work outside of school hours
at the age of six.
father shod them.

Another job was as a delivery boy for the North Attleboro

EVENING CHRONICLE.
cf the paper.

One of his jobs was to brush the flies off the horses while his

(Now probably every newsboy dreams of one day becoming the owner

But Joe Hartin was one young man who was to make this dream come tt'ue.)

He got his political start by marching in a torchlight parade for William
At the time, a family friend told his father, "Don't let that boy

l1cKinley in 1896.

go into politics -- he's too good a boy!"
Joe, who was otherwise a fellow of extremely good sense, did not listen to
this sound advice.

Traveling by horse and buggy, he campaigned for the Massachusetts

House of Representatives in 1911, and was elected

age twenty-seven.

In 1916 he began attending Republican Presidential Conventions.
become a habit of more than 50 years' duration.
unsurpassed in either party

of having been

This would

And today he holds the record --

~

times the permanent chairman of

national conventions.
His gentle humor has broken many tense moments at conventions, as all of us
recall who were at San Francisco in 1956 when a Nebraska delegate tried to nominate
"Joe Smith" for Vice President.
But not all moments at national conventions are so supercharged.

At his

first convention, Joe woke up in the middle of the night to find that a poker game
was in progress in his hotel room.

And to his astonishment, he discovered that the

dealer was none other than the legendary Diamond Jim Bradyl
By 1924 Joe was running for Congress, and he's held that office as your
representative ever since.
Those were the days of great orators in the House of Representatives.
not all Congressmen could keep from wallowing in cliches.
of the first "great" speeches he heard began:
politics makes strange bedfellows.

Joe remembers that one

"I say to you, Mr. Speaker, that

Especially since women got into 'em.''

Joe was put on the House Foreign Affairs Committee.
wanted to be on the Post Office Committee!
be that lucky.)

However.~

Of coursei he really

(But not all freshmen legislators could

Interestingly, at that time the Foreign Affairs Committee spent a

full week debating such earth-shaking questions as to whether or not to authorize
$20,000 for an international poultry show in Tulsa.
The new Congressman began to establish his lifetime reputation as a fighter
for New England.

But he also learned the pitfalls of his office.

After getting a

new Post Office for Fall River, it turned out that the building contract went to a
firm in St. Louis!
Indiana limestone!

The building was constructed not with Fall River
And to top it all off~ the job of

granite~~but

I

with

night watchman was g~ven to
\

-3the father of Joe's Democratic oppo-nent!
Yet, despite such temporary setbacks, he kept getting re-elected to Congress.
A dairyman from Taunto-n once said, "I vote the straight Democratic ticket. except
for Congressman Martin.
fifteen years ago."

I

always vote for him because my father told me to,

Indeed, Joe Martin had become a vital institution in his

district.
Much deserved recognition came often to Joe Martin.
Republican National Committeeman from Massachusetts.

1938

Chairman of the National Republican Congressional Committee.
the Republican Leader of the House.

1940

1936 -- he was chosen
he was elected

1939 -- he became

-- he was considered a dark horse candi-

date for the Presidency, and received forty-four votes at the convention.

Although

he never sought the office, this is what the great Kansas editor, William Allen
White, said of him:

11

He will make •••• i f the dice roll right, a liberty-loving

President."
When Wendell Willkie was made the 1940 nominee, he begged Joe to become
Chairman of the Republican National Committee.

Putting devotion to Party above

personal wishes, as usual, Joe accepted the post.

As Chairman he had the rare

distinction of seeing the Committee evicted from its buildhg when it was purchased
by

an organization that hasn't been too friendly to most Republicans.

However,

although he was far from a wealthy man, Joe took over another building and obligated
M.mself as a personal liability for the $33,000 lease.

(Is there any wonder why

RepuDlicans love Joe Martin?)
The greatest tribute came to Joe Martin in 1947 when he was first elected
Speaker of the House.

Next to the President, as most students of government know,

the Speaker is the most powerful elective official in the United States.
But what most people don't know is that besides presiding over the House, the
Speaker has a great many other duties -- such as supervising a Capitol bank with
assets of four million dollars.
shops and a beauty parlor.

The Speaker also has responsibility for four barber-

But Joe, as a confirmed bachelor, told a colleague, "I

think I'll let you run the beauty parlor.

You are more experienced with,the women

thau .I am. 11
This questinn of experience with the opposite sex was to change rapidly.

For

under the new law of Presidential succession, Speaker Martin was first in line if
anything happened to President Truman.
succeeded FDR, you will recall.)

{There was no Vice President when Truman

Of course, the possibility of a bachelor President

was a great temptation to the single ladies of this country.
with offers of marriage!

Joe Martin was deluged

(One profosal that particularly amused him came from a

woman spiritualist in Clarksburg, West Virginia, who wrote thatthe deceased Wendell

-4Willkie had told her to marry Joel)
There are a great many reasons for Joe Martin's success.

But I would like

to mention just two of them.
The first is his adherence to the old New England principle of thrift.
Joe Martin invited a President of the United States to his office for lunch.

Once
He

called a caterer for some box lunches and was told that they would cost $2 apiece.
Well, this seemed a bit high to Joe, so he shopped around until he found a man who
would provide a box lunch for $1.19.

I am sure that this makes Joe the only man in

American history to entertain a President at such a bargain price!

And, of course,

Joe has always applied this same principle to the taxpayer's dollar.
Second, Joe Martin is a very likeable person.

Even those who are his politica:.

opponents have come to have a special place in their hearts for him.

For example,

there is quite a collection of GOP elephants in Joe's office, and one of the most
handsome was given to him by Harry Truman.

The story behind this is that someone
11

sent it to the White House, and Preisdent Truman. told his secretary,
to Joe Martin.

Take this up

I don't want any damned dancing elephants around heret 11

Joe has served our nation with great skill.
some of the most crucial decisions of our times.

He has been a major force in
To cite just one instance:

During World War II General Marshall came to him and asked for $1.6 billion to
manufactutean atomic bomb.

Joe's job would be to try to getthis money from Congress

largely on faith -- for the greatest secrecy had to be maintained.

Thus, to a large

extent, Joe Martin was responsible for putting through a program that eventually
shortened the war and saved millions of American lives.
But speaking to you, in a sense, as a representative of Joe Martin's Party,
I would also like to say a few words about "Joe Martin-- Republican. 11

When he was first nominated for House leader in 1939, it was said of him:
11

We are doing more than electing a floor leader.

We are choosing a symbol of the

Republican Party ••• "
And Joe Martin has been a magnificent symbol of integrity, dedication, honor
and patriotism.
Through the darkest days of Republican Party history, he has played one of
the most significant roles in keeping the two-party system alive a·nd functioning.
The dedication of Joe Martin's autobiography reads:

11

To the millions of

Republicans -- and to the many Democrats and Independents as well -- who fought with
me through the years to maintain the two-party system of government in the United
States. 11
This has been Joe Martin's greatest fight.

And all Americans,

~egardless

Party, are very much in his debt, and owe him a lasting vote of thanks.
the
From all of us, Joe Martin, thank you fr~/bottom of our hearts.
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