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AExcerpts from a speech by Rep, Gerald R, Ford (ReMich)
YRepublican Opportunity®

Houston, Texas May 1L, 1965

Rumblings of discontent aid disenchantment with the way things are going in the
alleged "Great Soclety" are spreading across the land,

The sounds of unrest, signalling a great awskening of the American elactorate,
offer the Republican Party one of the most importiant opportunities in years to
regain strengthe |

For example, millions of Americane are learning with dismsy that the Democrate
controlled Congress has sand--agged them with more taxes arbitrarily taken from
their paychecks,

Congressional action so far---with Democrats crinzing under White House
political whiplashing~~-means Americans will have less money to spund on necessities,
slimmer bank accounts; and more choking federal contrel of their lives.
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The United States as a ccuntry, every citizen as a member of a fres scclety,
and our form of govermmsnt would be in jJeopardy if ons political party becomes so
strong that it is unchallenged.

Although outnumbered 2 to 1 in Congress, Republicans are a forceful, optimistic,
articulate, and united team that will have more members after 1966 elections,
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There is growing nrational concern about the present imbalance of power in
government, A strong two-party system and more balance of strength are essential to
the protection of the individual and his best intsrests,

* * 3

The Republican Party to have a resurgence of strength and to win victories must:
recover fumbles made by the Administration---be a constructive, responsible force
using new ideas to create better legislative proposalsw--recruit more members and
enlist more intelligent, articulate and personable candidates-~-establish basic
positions to broaden the bass~--reassert our principles that demand preservation of
individuial freedom and human dignity--- build better communicatiocns with the public
at large-~-raise money to finance a strong effort,
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If we fail, we will fail the American people, Winning means contributing in
great measure to the strength, the welfare, the health, the growth, the prcsperité,
the well-being of every citizen in the United States and in the soclety of the free

world nations,
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The 89th Congress faces giant=-sized jobs and some of the most important
decisions in modern history,

We must move ahead with vision; dedication and wisdom to help guide our
Nation toward the goals of freedom, security and peace, At the same time we must
honestly advocate and effectively achieve federal fiscal responsibility.
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The national debt has increased by $10 billion in two years to an all-time
high of $318 billion,

At the present rate of spending by the government, our children and the
generations to come will be buried under a financial load that can only adversely
affect thelr way of life,

* % 3#*

We should throttle the rapidlywexpanding trend of too much federal contrecl
over States, counties, cities and smaller communities,

Among the major issues today is whether excess concentration of federal power
and sovereignty is to destroy State, local and individual freedom and
responsibility,

State and local officials have the answer, Simply stated it is---'"We will do
the job." Perhaps, it must be done at times in partnership with a federal sgency.

If there 1s a will and capability at the locsl level, there is no reason to
have a federzl monopoly with a bureaucratic jungle and a tangle of red tape,
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A bi-partisan effort 1s needed in two major arease

We must maintain a balance in the legislative, executive and judicial branches
of government as intended in the Constitutions

At the same time, we must preserve the two=party system, which has been cslled
the genius of the American Democracye

Under our political system, the President represents the views of the people
who elect him, There is great power in the executive branche

Congress is the voice of the people, It cennot experience a slow erosion of
1ts bal anced power without cracking the foundations of our Democracye

The Federal Judiciary's function is to interpret laws, not to make them,
There is evidence that the Judiciary Branch is arbitrarily elbowing its way to new
positions of authority, disregarding the wise suggestions of judicisl restraint
made by the late Yustice Frankfurter and others,
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