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Telephone speech for Kellogg Commnity College, Battle Creek, Mich,
8330 asme March 31

Speak 20 minutes, answer 10 minutes of questions

Subjectss Voting rights and aid to education

lmngt!pnjwismtnwunlontodvmwmmmd

Ure has been in the hesdlines for weeks, The other is given somehhat

more restraines -

W&onﬁm in the news medis.

We have seen the marches, read asbout them, besn sppalled at the violence,
voting
hopeful that peace would _.h't return to the battleground rights,
Climsxing o series of turbulent events, the President zave a special
messcce to & joint session of Congress recently, A few hours lster the
Administretion sent a proposed voting rights bill to Cspitol Hill following
the President's urgent request for quick adoption of the legislation.
£lthough there are differences of opinion among both Democrats and
Republicens as to the exact language of voting rights lsgislation, I believe
we are gensrally sgreed that a laew must be passed insuring that all qualified
citisens, wherever they live, can cast their ballots by 1966,

I certainly cannot spesk for the “emocrsts, Buty, I can tell you shat
esrly in this 89th Congress=e=before the demonstrations acress our landess
Republicans in the House indrduced at least 20 bills all aimed at insuring
voting rights,

We believe that we candsvelop a bill within the framework of <hs

Constitution and without being the target of long legal debate that will

end the bitter dispute over voting rights for a2ll qual ified Americams,
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1 esphssize that “epublican action on voting rights was not

triugwessnsiprs triggered by demonstrations of social revoluticn, Bur
own consciences were aroused by the nsed to have strongsyr legislation
and we moved shead without trmmpeting fanfare to teckle the job,

Working quietly snd ssrnestly under the lsasdership of Rsp, William

task force
¥eCulloch, chairmen of the Mnblieu??ﬂ’on voting rights and

rankirg member of our Paxty on the Judiciary Committes, Hepublicans are
hammering out a bill we hope will solve a vitally {wportsat social problem
in our country.

When the President's bill came to Congress, it would have been MEEEEE
easy for Republicans as the loysl opposition to riddls the proposdl with blistering
crittetn.%

This is not to say that we haven't found holes, weaknesses and even
apperent violstions of the Constitution 4n the Adminut;i;‘uiﬂo;‘u proposed enswer
%o the problem of voting rights,

For exsmple, the first article of the Constitution gives states the
suthority to decide the quelificstions of voters, T™he Administration bill
would violate the Constitution by blocking the rights of certain states to
establish such qualifications.

Under a complex formula in the Administretion's prorosed bill, Federal
suthorities would have the right to abolish voter qulaifications and to
supervise voter registration,

In 2 ctual practice, the formulas would spply only to Alsbama, louisisna,

Mississippl, Georgha, South Carolina and Virginie,
—Inge -~
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‘he law the President virtuslly demsnded thst Congress horrisdly
1lliterate
mingp adopt would give lskmeuts citizens in these six states more voting
rights than thay would have if they lived in New York,
landbaanprovisiossenlisnmrbe-ganens: soniatarad-ledorel

sutharitisschozemmta i etz Lalks Ieunt- sngaxdurx

“sanwhile, “epublicans asre working on constructive alternastives
to the Frosident's bill that was spmmed in secrecy. It is a tough, demanding
and complic=ted jobs The Administration bill also is undergoing extensive
investicestion by the House Judicimry committee,

At thés point, I can tell you that Republicans in the House will
support legislation to schisve meximum registration and voting by the target
date of 1966¢

Turning now to centralisation of power in Washington, I believe
a crushing over=balance of strength in either party for too long & time makes
a mockery of our traditions of government, weskens and softens the voice of the

people, end pleces control in the hands of a comparatively small majority,.





