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A DAY 1IN JUNE

To the class of 1964 I express my congratulations and
best wishes., Your kindness in inviting me to be with you
today is deeply appreciated. As a graduate of South High
in the Class of 1931 it is always a pleasure to return on
the significant day in June knowNas ''Commencement'' or
“Graduation."

Graduation from high school is a land mark in any per-
son's life, It is the day signifying accomplishment and
a day signifying a new beginning., It's, therefore, a joy-
ous and a meaningful day. It is a day in June when "if B

Sy

ever there come perfect days; then heaven tries earth if

——

it be in tune, and over it softly hér warm ear lays."

N eeeermamp———"

I trust that on this day these words from James Russel

Lowell are loved by all of you, I trust that in the past

three or four years you have developed that appreciation

of poetry and that respect for literary excellence which
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so enriches the lives of all of wus, It doesn't have to

be Lowell; it can be Milton with that wonderful line, "They

AR —y

also serve who only stand and wait." Then you may enjoy

-

such a simple ditty as,

I never saw a Purple Cow;

I never hope to See One;

But I can tell you, Anyhow,

I'd rather See than Be ome.

In the school days now concluded we hope that you have found

that, "A thing of beauty is a joy forever,'" and that these

literary bits could be recalled from time to time to add
pleasure to our everyday eéxistence,

But with this knowledge of the poets and other lit-
erary giants i! trust that you have learned how to write
clearly a simple letter and that in addition you will not
forget to put your return address someplace on the paper,
Too many letters come to my office and I'm sure to others

with the writer's address only on the envelope.
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As we contemplate the past on this day in June we can

count among our blessings the life and work of a William

Brewster or a Father Marquette, We remember Valley Forge,

Gettysburg, and Pearl Harbor. I trust that there is in

the heart and mind of each of you a sincerity which can

appreciate the devotion of a Nathan Hale who regretted that

he had only one life to give for his country., May we al-

80 reéemember young Sam Davis who could have lived but

sealed his doom when he said, "I would rather die a thousand

deaths than once betray a friend."

Today I hope that you can clearly recall John Han-
cock's leadership in 1776 and James Madison's momentous
work in 1787. Then there was Thomas Jefferson and "‘we

———

hold these truths,' and Abraham Lincoln "with malice to-
e e s it *™

ward none." There is the Muse-Argonne in World War 1
—————

and Mount Suribachi in the last World War, There is

Thomas Edison and George Washington Carver. As we look

’
3

ahead today we trust that these names, places, and events,
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stirring as they are, have been used to build within each

of you a love for that common heritage which we all possess

and which draws all of us together into one stromg and

good family of Americans.

You've become familiar with Archimedes' principle

and Boyles' law and the theory of relativity. This is

all so good and necessary but we hope that the young men

can also repair a leaky faucet and change a tire and the

young ladies can darn a sock and cook a bit.

Many of you have done your geometry well, have mas-

tered trigonometry and differential equations - and

nothing can be more important in this scientific age as

our nation zooms upward in the age of space and beyond.

But I hope that by this day im June you have also ac~-

quired some knowledge on how many feet it takes to stop

a heavy car going 50 miles an hour, and have learned the

undeniable fact that two automobiles can't occupy the same space



at the same time,

As a Member of Congress you would expect me to empha-

size an interest in govermnment and politics. I do hope

that you understand the three branches of our government,

that you can name important officials, and that you know

how our system of checks and balances works under our fed

eral constitution. I hope that you know and are ready and

eager to practice all the qualities of good citizenship,

I trust, that you are thoroughly familiar with the Bill of

Rights and are staunch in your defenseof them. But, my

friends, I hope, too, that you are just as familiar with

the Ten Commandments and more importantly use them in

your heart and mind as guidelines in your daily life,

Some years ago high school students throughout the

country were asked without prior warning to write a para-

graph on the topic "What Democracy Means to Me." Over 70

percent mentioned all the rights and privileges of which

we are justly proud. Regrettably, however, only a few





















































































































