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A DAY IN JUNE 

To the class of 1964 I express my congratulations and 

best wishes. Your kindness in inviting me to be with you 

today is deeply appreciated. As a graduate of South High 

in the Class of 1931 it is always a pleasure to return on 

the significant day in June kno111Cas "COIII1l81lcement" or 

''Graduation." 

Graduation from high school is a land mark in any per-

son's life. It is the day signifying accomplishment and 

a day signifying a new beginning. It's, therefore, a joy-

ous and a meaningful day. It is a day in June when "if 
-~ 

ever there come perfect days; then heaven tries earth if 

it be in tune, and over it softly h~ warm ear lays." 

I trust that on this day these words from James aussel 

Lowell are loved by all of you. I trust that in the past 

three or four years you have developed that appreciation 

of poetry and that respect for literary excellence which rt-· '. 
~p 
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so enriches the lives of all of us. It doe an' t have to 

be Lowell; it can be Milton with that wonderful line, "They -
also serve who only ataad and wait." then you .. y enjoy 

such a simple ditty as, 

1 never saw a Purple Cow; 

1 never hope to Sea One; 

But 1 can tell you, Anyhow, 

1' d rather See than Be one. 

In the school days now concluded we hope that you have found 

that, "A thing of beauty ia a joy forever, " and that these 

literary bits could be recalled from tiae to t:l.lle to add 

pleasure to our everyday existence. 

But with this knowledge of the poets and other lit-

erary giants we trust that you have learned how to write 

clearly a simple letter and that in addition you will not 

forget to put your return address someplace on the paper. 

Too many letters come to .y office and I'm sure to others 

with the writer • a address only on the envelope. 

l .. -;;· 
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As we contemplate the past on this day in June we can 

count among our blessings the life and work of a Williaa 

Brewster or a Father Marquette. we remember Valley Forge, 

Gettysburg, and Pearl Harbor. 1 trust that there is in 

the heart and mind of each of you a sincerity which can 

appreciate the devotion of a Nathan Hale who regretted that 

he had only one life to give for his country. May we al-

so remember young Sa. Davis who could have lived but 

sealed his doom when he said, "I would rather die a thousand 

deaths than once betray a friend." 

Today 1 hope that you can clearly recall John Han-

cock's leadership in 1776 and James Madison's momentous 

work in 1787. Then there was Thomas Jefferson and ''we -
hold these truths," and Abrahaa Lincoln "with malice to-

ward none. 11 

-------
There is the Muse-Argonne in World War 1 

and Mount Suribachi in the last World War. There is 

Thomas Edison and George Washington Carver. As we look 

ahead today we trust that these names, places, and events., 



stirring as they are, have been used to build within each 

of you a love for that c01a0n heritage which we all possess 

and which draws all of us together into one strong and 

good family of Aaericana. 

You've become familiar with Archimedes' principle 

and Boyles' law and the theory of relativity. This b 

all so good and necessary but we hope that the young •n 

can abo repair a leaky faucet and change a tire and the 

young ladies can darn a sock and cook a.bit. 

Many of you have done your geoaetry well, have mas-

tared trigonomatry and differential equations - and 

nothing can be .ore important in this scientific age a1 

our nation &00118 upward in the age of apace and beyond. 

But I hope that by this day ia June you have also ac• 

quired ,_. knowledge on how II8D)' feet it take• to atop 

a heavy car going SO miles an hour, and have learned the 

undeniable fact that two automobiles can • t occupy the aaae apace 
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at the same time. 

As a Member of Congress you would expect me to empha-

size an interest in government and politics. I do hope 

that you understand the three branches of our government, 

that you can name important officials, and that you know 

how our system of checks and balances works under our fed-

eral constitution. I hope that you know and are ready and 

eager to practice all the qualities of good citizenship. 

I trust, that you are thoroughly familiar with the Bill of 

R.ights and are staunch in your defenseof them. But, ray 

friends, I hope, too, that you are just as familiar: with 

the Ten Coaaandlaents and more importantly use them in 

your heart and mind as guidelines in your daily life. 

Some yeBEa ago high school students throughout the 

country were asted without prior warning to write a para-

graph on the topic uWbat Democracy Means to Ma. 11 Over 70 

percent mentioned all the rights and privileges of which 

we are justly proud. Regrettably, however, only a few 
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are persons who have found ways of productive work." Happiness cannot be bought 

but it comes freely to those who discover for themselves meaningful work and useful 

service. 

This lead:Jme to m;y fourth thought - "The Greater Vision." l'here must be a 

greater vision; the moving finger writes, little things count, personal happiness 

can be achieved, but1here must remain the greater vision. Just as this world 

and developed enormously before any of us arrived, so is there in it 

today a vast area and a throng of people of many races, creeds, and nations far 

beyond the reaches of a.xr he , our community, our state, our country. We live in 

this world and we must see it for what it is. We see the major counf: A-rf' 
international scene between the forces of communism and the forces of freedom • 

. 
This is a confiict which may or may not be resolved in our lifetime. But is is 

one which challenges us and challenges our way of life. Do we have something Wlorth 

preserving, worth fighting for, or is our possession so transient, of 1 such little 

value that it can be diluted and destroyed with impunit;r? Do we have here :in our 

countr7 and in and political institutions which permit the beot 

in man to develop
1
and grants to all, or to nearly all, the finest opportunities 

that any human has ever enjo;red. I am convinced we do have something worth 

preserving, worth working for and worth fighting for. Our way of life has meant 

wonderful opportunities for the mental, spil:t.ual., and emotional developnent of man 

and has given to men the highest standards of living the world has ever knOWQ. I 

trust that in our better moments we can see the greater vision and be grateful that 

we are living in times such as these which do provide a challenge but also assure 

to each of us the best that has ever been 
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Because or this greater vision Americans today are fighting, unselfishly 

and manf\llly' in distant lands to help a rar-cway people preserve their freedom, 

and to help a free world remain free. 

Because of this greater vision there is being debated in the United States 

Senate this month legislation which aims to aasure to all American citizens the 

rights and privileges and responsibilities ot American citizenship. '!his is no 

easy taSk, there are no . easy answers; but in our better moments when we are 

most honest with ourselves,we can all agree that all responsible American citizens 

should enjo7 all the rights ot responsible American citizenship. 'Ihe greater vision 

calls for us to look beyond ourselves, be,yond our t~, our community, our state, 

even beyond our nation to see what we can do to build a better world for all mankind. 

Selfishness, greed, the abuse of power will always be with us, . but men of good will 

working together can hold 1n check many of the forces of evil. 

As the poet has said: 

"Truth forever on the scaffold 

Wrong forever on the throne 

Yet that scaffold sways the future." 

You who are graduating here, along with those who are graduat.~ in every high school 

throughout our land, hold in your hands one of the keys to the greater vision tor the 

world of tomorrow. Wile individually you may not believe your infiuence is great) 

collectively the entire answer rests with y-ou. 

We are told that in a certain village in hope there lived a man well along 

in years who had a reputation for sagacity and wisdom. One day s:>me youngsters, 

undoubtedly a bit cynical, came to him with a bird in hand and this question. 

"ls this bird alive or dead?" The old man recognized his dilema: it he said {te 

bird were dead the boy coald open his band, release the bird to tlJ' away, ~ 
old man wron • It the old man said he is alive, the boy simply had to crush 
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the bird in his hand and present a lifeless creature. So the man in his wisdom 

replied, "It is as you will." 
~- _, tJ 

So ntY' young friencis the future is as JOU will, as you and all A aa-1 like J 

~"t,. 
fOUI\make it. 

"Not gold, but cml.y' men, can make 

A. nation great and strong; 

Men who, tor truth and honor's sake 

Stand fast and suffer long. 

Brave men, who work while others sleep, 

Who dare, while others fiy, 

They build a nation's plllars deep 

And litt them to the sky I" -Pherson 

~ I come now to rq parting thought. A.s we receive our diplomas and leave high school 

dqs behiMJ let us turn our hearts and minds toward "whatsoever things are true." 

With Paul or Tarsus let us take the grand look and construct the grand design. I 

leave with you his noble admonition: 

"Watsoever things are true, 

Whatsoever things are honorable, 

Whatsoever things are just, 

Whatsoever things are pure, 

Whatsoever things are 1ovel.T, 

Whatsoever things are of good report; 

It there be &n7 virtue, it there be any praise: 

Think on these things." 

)fF As a man thinketh in his heart so is he. Let us till our hearts and our minis with 

the true, the honorable, the just, the pure and the lovely that we may live on the 

nobler plain to serve ourselves, our God, ani our fellowmen. Yours is the 

accomplishment, yours is the reward, yours is the challenge, yours is the ~e, 

With God' s help, "It is as you will." 




