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A

DAY

JUNE

IN

To the class of 1964 I express my congratulations and
best wishes.

Your kindness in inviting me to be with you

today is deeply appreciated.

As a graduate of South High

in the Class of 1931 it is always a pleasure to return on
the significant day in June kno111Cas "COIII1l81lcement" or
''Graduation."
Graduation from high school is a land mark in any person's life.

It is the day signifying accomplishment and

a day signifying a new beginning.
ous and a meaningful day.

It's, therefore, a joy-

It is a day in June when "if
-~

ever there come perfect days; then heaven tries earth if
it be in tune, and over it softly

h~

warm ear lays."

I trust that on this day these words from James aussel
Lowell are loved by all of you.

I trust that in the past

three or four years you have developed that appreciation
of poetry and that respect for literary excellence which

rt-· '.
~p
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so enriches the lives of all of us.

It doe an' t have to

-

be Lowell; it can be Milton with that wonderful line, "They

also serve who only ataad and wait." then you . .y enjoy
such a simple ditty as,
1 never saw a Purple Cow;
1 never hope to Sea One;
But 1 can tell you, Anyhow,
1' d rather See than Be one.
In the school days now concluded

we hope that you have found

that, "A thing of beauty ia a joy forever, " and that these
literary bits could be recalled from tiae to t:l.lle to add
pleasure to our everyday existence.
But with this knowledge of the poets and other literary giants we trust that you have learned how to write
clearly a simple letter and that in addition you will not
forget to put your return address someplace on the paper.
Too many letters come to .y office and I'm sure to others
with the writer • a address only on the envelope.

l.

-;;·

-3As we contemplate the past on this day in June we can
count among our blessings the life and work of a Williaa
Brewster or a Father Marquette.

we

Gettysburg, and Pearl Harbor.

1 trust that there is in

remember Valley Forge,

the heart and mind of each of you a sincerity which can
appreciate the devotion of a Nathan Hale who regretted that
he had only one life to give for his country.

May we al-

so remember young Sa. Davis who could have lived but
sealed his doom when he said, "I would rather die a thousand
deaths than once betray a friend."
Today 1 hope that you can clearly recall John Hancock's leadership in 1776 and James Madison's momentous
work in 1787.

-

Then there was Thomas Jefferson and ''we

hold these truths," and Abrahaa Lincoln "with malice toward none. 11

-------

There is the Muse-Argonne in World War 1

and Mount Suribachi in the last World War.

There is

Thomas Edison and George Washington Carver.

As we look

ahead today we trust that these names, places, and events.,

stirring as they are, have been used to build within each
of you a love for that c01a0n heritage which we all possess
and which draws all of us together into one strong and
good family of Aaericana.
You've become familiar with Archimedes' principle
and Boyles' law and the theory of relativity.
all so good and necessary but

This b

we hope that the young •n

can abo repair a leaky faucet and change a tire and the
young ladies can darn a sock and cook a.bit.
Many of you have done your geoaetry well, have mastared trigonomatry and differential equations - and
nothing can be .ore important in this scientific age a1
our nation

&00118

upward in the age of apace and beyond.

But I hope that by this day ia June you have also ac•
quired ,_. knowledge on how

II8D)'

feet it take• to atop

a heavy car going SO miles an hour, and have learned the
undeniable fact that two automobiles can • t occupy the aaae apace

-5at the same time.
As a Member of Congress you would expect me to empha-

size an interest in government and politics.

I do hope

that you understand the three branches of our government,
that you can name important officials, and that you know
how our system of checks and balances works under our federal constitution.

I hope that you know and are ready and

eager to practice all the qualities of good citizenship.
I trust, that you are thoroughly familiar with the Bill of
R.ights and are staunch in your defenseof them.

But, ray

friends, I hope, too, that you are just as familiar: with
the Ten Coaaandlaents and more importantly use them in

your heart and mind as guidelines in your daily life.
Some yeBEa ago high school students throughout the
country were asted without prior warning to write a paragraph on the topic uWbat Democracy Means to Ma. 11

Over 70

percent mentioned all the rights and privileges of which

we are justly proud.

Regrettably, however, only a few

-6-

said anything about the obligations and duties of a citizen.
Yet we know that every right, every privilege is accompanied
with corresponding duttea and responsibilities.
Some of you have learned to conjugate verbs in a

foreign tongue and know the habits and customs of people
all around the globe.

This, too, is good and desirable

provided of courllllwe have also learned to say "please'f &lid
ttth&Dk you" in our own language and to show a sincere re•
pect for our parents, our elders, our classmates.

That

is one of the distinguishing marks of truly sensitive and
educated citizens.

On this day in June we glance backward only briefly
for the past is goae aad caa oaly be recalled in -.cry.
Today we cherish that past, we learn from that past, but
aow we

~ust

take the forward look.

What now?

we glean from the wisdom of the ages that is

What can

worth~meation-

ing OD this day iD June SO significant in the lives of eaaa
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of us.

Without atteapting to summarize all wisdom nor to

touch on every basic principle of life, I would like to
share fhe thoughts with the Dl811bers of the 1964 graduating class.
l'irst:
rrtae Moving Finger writes; and having writ,
Moves on: nor all your Piety or Wit
Shall lure it back to cancel half a line,
ltor all your Tears wash out a Work of it."
(R.ubaiyat of O..r Kb.ayyam)
Given to us-"over 1000 years ago by a Persian poet who represented a philosophy of fataliam which we do not accept,
the wiadom of his stateaent is proved over and over again.
Just recently there was in
hia wife and infant so-..
need of

eapl~nt

mr

office a young man with

The young man was in desperate

so that be could continue his college

education and support his f•ily.
industry and the federal

gove~nt

He bad tried private

but was passed over again

-8-

and agaia.

The Federal Civil Service Commissioa requires

the prospective employee to fill out the Standard

For~~

lS7.

On this fora the applicant is asked to list aay arrest other

than parkiag violations.

This young man had beea arrested

on two different occasioas while serving to the Armed Forces.
These convictions were aot too serious, but sufficiently
significant

to

have him passed over by the eaployment officials

and others taken whea there was a job opportunity.

-

''The

Moving Fillger writes; and, having writ, Move• on ••• "

------------------------------------------~'

This man was now deeply repentant, disturbed, but he could
not change the record.

The personael officers to whaa he

applied always pointed out that h1a behavior pattern made
his employmeat too great a risk for them, especially when
there ware others available who have no such pattern of
misadveature.
Let me give you one more

illustratioa.

During my

years in Coagreas many man who served duriag World War II

-9-

have come to our office literally begging that something
be clcme to change the discharge they received fr:<a the
Arulld Services.

Here is a father: of four fine children,

some of thea in high school.

He is eaployed in a res-

ponsible position by his company.

He may have an oppor:•

tunity for advanc. .nt, but he lives in constant fear that
hit children and his eaployer will learn about this dislfow the Amy does
make provision for altering discharges when it can be

proved that an er:r:or was ude.

But in this case and in

most cases there was no error:; the man deserved the type
of discharge he r:eceived because of his r:ecor:d in the Army.
It cannot be changed.

"The Moving Fiager: writes, and,

having writ, Moves on ••• u
On this day in June

past r:ecor:d, but

we can

do nothing to change our

we can do everything to insure that our:

record fr:<a now on will be one which will never: eabar:r:aas

~

us or loved ones and never cause us any difficulty.

lD

1
the future we can guide the ''Moving Finger" so that it writes
a record of accomplishment of which each of us can be proud.

-

Secondly I would like to stress the fact that "It is
the little things that count."

The stor:'y has been told

of a man who some years ago walked across America:-.from
California to New York.

When he had completed the journey,

a newspaper reporter askedhim, "What was your greatest

·~.

difficulty?

Was it the mountains, the plains, the rivers

-- what was your greatest difficulty?

To which the man

replied; "It was neither the mountains, nor the plains,
aor the rivers; my greatest difficulty was with the sand
in my shoes."

Yes, it ia the little things that count.

same time ago following the death of Speaker Sam llayburn the House of Representatives had to elect a new Speaker.
There were a number of candidates, among them a very compatent gentleman who was not elected.

One of his colleagues

remarked: "I have served with him in the House of

-11for seven years and he never spoke to me.

I am not voting

for him for this high office now."
So often it is the little things, the words spoken or
not spoken, the simple act doaa or not done, which make
the big difference: how we talk to our parents; how we
react to the orders of the boss; how we treat the next door
neighb•r.

Not too mahy of us will have an opportunity to

make the great decisions involving the welfare of thousands
or millions of people.

Only a few thousand out of 200

million Americans will do the great deeds of the next few
decades.

But all of us will be doing little things

little things every day -- which help or hinder other
people, little things which give us a finer community or
a sadder place in which to live.
that really count.

It is the little things

1 suggest that we give attention to

them - now and in the future.
It is the little things of life that add up to the

' '-...--·

whole.

And I presume that one thing which all of us see'

i .;

'-I
\ ~'·
\

-·~-

..

\,.,.'·
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be sUIIID8rized in the word "happiness."

the libraries

and the book shelves are filled with books on how to obtain
peace of mind, or peace of soul, how to stop worrying and
start living; in other words, how to achieve happiness.

Let

us think together for a moment on the personal quest for
happiness.
Dr. Elton Trueblood, Professor of Philosophy at Earlham

College who served as an advisor to President Eisenhower,

has written extensively on this important subject.

Dr.

'lrueblood points out that: "Blasphemous as it may sound to
our generation, peace of mind is not the ultimate ideal in
the life of the individual."
many levels.

Peace of mind may exist on

For instance, the self-righteous man who is

sure of his virtues may have peace of mind.

Another may

find peace of mind after he haa had a sumptuous dinner and
has sat down with his pipe.

"But," says Dr. 'lrueblood,

''there are many conditions under which men ought not to
have peace of mind and under which a good man will not h

it."
-~
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He goes so far as to charge that "our very coocern for pe~

-

sonal happiness is really one of the chief symptoms of

our moral disease" and then points out that "our heroes
are men and women who have cared about justice or truth and
have not even raised the happiness question at all."
But Dr. Trueblood contends that the proper type of
happiness is a desireable goal, and outlines a means of
achieving that goal.

He points out that "to obtain happ~

ness one must forget about it."

Happiness is not attain·

ed by enjoying the good meal and a pipe, nor is it obtained by a wild quest of pleasure of one type or another, nor
does it come from an accumulation of things.

Happiness is

a by-product of full and active participation in a cause
greater than ourselves.

----

"Few joys," says Dr. Trueblood,

"are greater than the job of participation in a dedicated
group, and this is the boon which we ought to covet for all

---

aen and women."

this by-product, happiness, is something
_,

which we probably see only in retrospect as we look back\·:
\

\

-·
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upon a life or period of life in which we were actively
engaged in a good cause and can say "then I was happy. 11

Dr.

....

Trueblood,;; goes on to make the point that the "best cause
'

.

'

is that cause which harms no ¢her person and which is big

enough to requtz-e and consequently unite all of our powers."
----~--------------«,_

On the negative side I think Dr. Trueblood also makes

a contribution to thought in this area.
there are many causes for unhappiness.

Be agrees that

Among these can be

listed pooc health, misfortune, or the lack of money and
material necessities.

But then he makes this striking

statement: ''Man can bear great physical and spiritual
hardship but what he cannot bear is the sense of meaninglessness •••• The ultimate enemy is not pain or diseaae or
physical hardship, evil as these may be, but triviality. 11

ft

So oauch unbappiaeaa c.-a because,.. do not f . .

tho

work we are in, or the efforts we are putting forth, are
truly meaningful and significant.

-15If this is true, and I believe it is, those who are graduating here today have the task of so directing their lives
that they find for theuel ves useful and aeaoingful activity, that they obtain satisfying work.
summarizes it:

·~ere

As Dr. Trueblood

are many unhappy and frustrated

people in the world but not auu;ay of thea are persons who
have found ways.

~f

productive work."

Happiness cannot be

bought but it comes freely to those who discover for theasel vea meaningful work and useful service.

--

This leads ae to my fourth thought - "The Greater
Vision."
____..

Tb.eee must be a greater vision; the moving finger

writes, little things count, personal happiness can be
achieved, but there must remain the greater vision.

Just

as this world grew and developed enormously before any of
us arrived, so is there in it today a vast area and a throng
of people of many races, creeds, and nations far beyond the
reaches of

our home, our coaaunity, our state,our country.
/

We live in this world and we must see it for what it

ia.~,
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We see tbe major conflict, the great struggle, on the
international scene between the forces of communism and
the forces of freedom.

This is a conflict which may or

may not be resolved in our lifetime.

But it is one which

challenges us and challenges our way of life.

Do we have

something worth preserving, worth fighting for, or is our
possession so transient, of such little value that it can
be diluted and destroyed with impunity?

Do we have here

in our country and in the free world, social and political
instituti~which

permit the best in aan to devtlop, and

grants to all, or to nearly all, the finest opportunities
that any human has ever enjoyed.

I am convinced we do have

sa.ething worth preserving, worth working for and worth fight·
ing for.

Our way of life has meant wonderful opportunities

for the mental, spiritual, and e110tional developmeat of man
and has given to men the highest standard&- of living the
world has ever known.

I trust that in our better aoments
/,"'

we can see the greater vision and be grateful that we ar~

'\o:.

\).

\ ;)

'·
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(\
.• \;•
living in times such as these which do provide a challenge
but also assure to each of us the best that has ever been
known to man.
Because of this greater vision Americans today are
fighting, unselfishly and manfully, in distant lands to
help a far-away people preserve their freedom, and to
help a free world remain free.
Because of this greater vision there is being debated in the United States Senate this month legislation which
\~

atma to assure to all American citizens the rights and priv·
ileges and responsibilities of American citizenship.

This

is no easy task, there are no easy answers; but in our better
lllOID8nta when we".are most honest with ourselves, we can all
agree that all responsible American citizens should enjoy
all the rights of responsible American citizenship.

The

greater vision calls for us to look beyond ourselves, beyond our family, our coaaunity, our state, even beyond our
/~1·,:- ..

nation to see what we can do to build a better world for (;;'
I L<"·
\ ,,.J,

\. ~.

\
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all IUIDki.Dd.

Selfisbaeas, greed. the abuse of power will

always be with us, but aen of good will woJ:"ki.Dg togetbe1'
can bold in check .any of the foJ:"cea of evil.
As the poet baa said:
11

'.tJ:"utb foJ:"ever on the scaffold

Wrong forever on the throne
Yet that scaffold sways the future."
You who are graduati.Dg baJ:"e, along with those who ue
gJ:"aduati.Dg iD avery high school throughout our land, hold

tn youl:' hands one of the keys to the greater vision for
the world of tomorrow.

While individually you may not

believe your influeace is great, collectively the entiJ:"e
answer rests with you.

we

are told that iD a c&J:"tain village in Europe tbeJ:"e

lived a .an well along in yeua who had a reputation for
sagacity and wisdom.

Ooe day s011111 youngatera,undoubtedly

a bit cyaUal, came to bill with a bird iD hand and th.is

question.

"Ia this bird alive or dead?'*

'the old m.an

~'

.-

··.J

:-<.

·.

-19recogniaed hie dilema; if he &tid the bird were dead tbe
boy could open his hand, release the bird to fly away,
proving the old aan wrong.

If the old aan said he is

alive, the boy simply had to crush tbe bird ill hie hand
aad present a lifeless creature.

So the aan ill hie wta-

dom replied, nit ia aa you will."

So my young friends the

futace~.is

as you will, aa you

and all those ).ike ·.y:c.u choose to aaake it.
"Not gold, but only aen, can lll&k.e
A nation great and strong;
-......-

------

Men who, for truth and honor's sake

---------------------------Stand fast and suffer long.

Brave men, who work while others sleep,
Who dare, while others fly,
They build a nation's pillara deep
And lift them to the aky!"

---------------------,

-Emerson
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l c0118 now to my partioa tb.oupt.

Aa

we receive our

diplomas and leave high school days behia4, let us turn
our hearts aod aiDds toward ''wbatsover thiDgs are true. "
With Paul of Tarsus let ua yt)te the graod look and coostruct the araod design.

l leave you with his noble ad-

aonitioo:
''Whatsoever thiDgs are true,
Whatsoever thiD&S are hooorable,
Whatsoever thiDp are just,
Whatsoever thiDgs are lovely,
Whatsoever thiogs are of good report;
If there be aoy victue, if there be aoy praise:
Think oo these things."
Aa a aao thiDketh iu _his heart so is he.

Let us fill

our hearts and our aiods with tba true, the honorable, the
just, the pure aod the: I;""J'Y that we aay live oo the nobler
plaiD to serve ourselves, our God, aod our felh...n.

Yours
/

·~'

/.:..:,;
I<

\\..:.\
~-'

'
'-·
., I

,:. j
·--.~ ~'
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ia the

acca.plia~nt,

yours is the reward, yours ia the

challenge. youra ia the future.
is as

you will. n

__....._.__

With God's help,

11

lt

-·
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A DAY IN JUNK
To the Class of 1964 I express JV congratulations and best wishes.
Your kimness in inviting me to be with you todq is deeply appreciated.

As a

graduate of South High in the Class of 1931 it is always a pleasure to return
on the significant day in June lmown as "Commencement" or 'Graduation."
Graduation from high school is a land mark in any person's life.

It

is the day signifying accomplishment and a dq signifying a new beginning.
It•s, therefore, a joyous and a meaningful dq.

It is a dq in June when " if

ever there come perfect dqs; then heaven tries earth i t it be in tune, and over
it sottly her wann ear lqs."
I trust that on this day these words from James Russell Lowell are
loved by all of yo.u.

I trust th& in the past three or four years you have

developed that appreciation of poetr,r and that respect for literary excellence
which so enriches the l:ilts of all of us.

It doesn't have to be Lowell; it can

be Milton with that wonclertul line, "Thq also serve who onl7 stand and wait."
Then you may enjey such a simple ditty as ,
I never saw a Purple Cow;
I never Hope to See One;
But I can tell you, An1bow,
I'd rather See than 8'e one.
In the school dqs now concluded we hope that ,ou have found that, "A thing of

beauty is a joy forever," and that these liter~ bits could be recalled from
time to time to add pleasure to our everyday existence.
But with this knowledge of the poets and other literary giants we trust

~~

that you have learned how to write clearly a simple letter and thflbtyou·will
~

'1.-v

not forget to put your return address someplace on the paper. So many letters
-1

~~~ ;1"4.

come to rq office with the writer's address onlJr on the envelop.
4
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As we contemplate the past on this day in June we can count among our
Marquett~

blessings the life and work of a William Brewster or a Father

We

remember Valley Forge, Ge~sburg, and Pearl Harbor. ·I trust that there is in
the heart and mind of each of you a sincerity which can appreciate the devotion
~ountry.

of a Nathan Hale who regretted that he only had one life to give for his

May we also remember young Sam Davis who could have lived but sealed his doom when

he said, "I would rather die a thousand deaths than once betrq a friend."
Today I hope that you can clearly' recall John Hancock's leadership
in 1776 and James Madison' s momentous work in 1787.
Jefferson and "we hold these

truth~

Then there was 'lbomas

and Abrah,m Lincoln "with malice toward none."

'lhere is the Muse-Argonne in World War I and Mount Suribachi in the last World War.
'lhere is Thomas Edison and
trust that

t~ese

~orge

Washington CarVel'.

As we look ahead today we

names, places, and events, stirring as they are, have been used

to build within each of you a love for that common heritage which we

ail

possess and

which draws all or us together intf;a"'tft!y ot .Americans.
You've become farnlliar with Archimedes' principle and Boyles' law and the
theory ot relativity.

,JL~~~

~r?~

'Ibis 1sA&OC1 but we hope that

faucet and c~e a tire.+
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~can

also repair a leaky'
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Many of you have done your geometry well, have mastered trigonometry and

differential equations -

~d nothing can be more important

4..-~~~~--~.,.~~.,.~
scientific age.
A

~_.,-

in this

A-~~

But I hope that by this day in June you have also~ how

many feet it takes to stop a heavy car going 50 miles an hour and have learned

"

~

the fact that two automobiles can't occupy the same space at the same intersection

A

r~·

at the same "time.
As a member of Congress 70U would expect me to Ollljila.size an interest
overnmen

d politics.

in~

I do hope that you understand the three branc\s of our

~.

3
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government, that youjrwne important officials, and that yau lmow how our S)"Btem
~of\~~

ot checks and balance't\under our federal constitution,uall;s. I hope that you
1m... and are

re;~tice

all the !fl&litiea of good citizenohip.

I trust,

-~~ &.-.1~-r-'+· ·~rrL..

that you are thoroughly familiar with the Bill of Right,..

But,

my

friends,

I hope, too, that you are just as familiar with the Ten CODID8ndments..,J
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Some years ago high school students throughout the country were asked
without prior warning to write a paragra}il on the topic "What Democracy Meas
to

Me."

Over 70 percent mentioned all the rights and privileges of which we are

justly proud.// Regrettably, however, only a few said anything about the obligations

~"'-'~~~
and duties of a citizen. A .-ery right, every privilege is accompanied with

corresponding duties and responsiblities.
Some of you have learned to conjugate verbs in a foreign tongue and
know the habits and customs of people all around the globe.
good and desirable

'!his, too, is

~~ve also learned to sa,y llpleas<l' and "thank ;you"

in our own language and to show a sincere reepect for our parents, our elders, our

classmates,

That is one

of~~ of truly sensitive and educated citizen,,

On this day in June we glance backward only briefiy for the past is

gone and can only' be recalled in memory.

Today we cherish that past, we learn

from that past, but now we must take the forward look.

What now? What can we

glean from the wisdom of the ages that is worth mentioning on this day in June
so significant in the lives of each or us.

Without attempting to summarize all

wisdom nor to touch on every basic principle or life, I would like to share five
thoughts with the members of the 1964 graduating class.

'Y·

~~
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"The Moving Finger writes; and, having writ,
Moves on: nor all your Piety nor Wit
Shall lure it back to cancel half a line,
Nor all your Tears wash out a Work of it."

(Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam.)

Given to us over 1000 years ago by a Persian poet who represented a philosophy
of fatalism which we do not accept, the wisdom of his statement is proved over
and over again.
Jij.st recently there was in my office a

~ung man with his wife a n £ . The

"M

,.,~t..uJ.{w:: "'.t.. ~~,... ~~
young man was in desparate need of emplo,ment.
If

He had tried private industry and

the federal government but was passed over again and again.
Colmlission requires the prospective employee to

fill out

e

~ Service
1/

Standard Form 57.

On this form the applicant is asked to list any- arrest other than
violations.

frlr

parking

This young man had been arrested on two different occasions while

serving in the Armed Forces.

These convictions were not too

s~ious,

but

~rk~~~

sufficiently significant to have him pas -'d. over, and others taken when there was
,f

a job opportunity.

"The Moving Finger writes; and, having writ, Mo-ves on •• ·"

This man was now deeply repentant, disturbed, but he could not change the record.
The personD.el officers to whom he applied always pointed out that his behavior
pattern made his employment tct)great a risk for them, especially when there were

~

others available who have no such pattern of llisllsha:i:sr.
Let me give you one

many men who

~

~taeP

illustration.

served during Worli War

n

.f)Jring my )'ears in Congress

have come to our office literally begging

~

that something be dQne to change the~ discharge)\received from the armed services.
Here is a father of four fine children, some o£ them in high school. He is
employed in a responsible position by his company.

He may have an opportunity

for advancement, but he lives in constant fear that his children and his

5
employer will learn. about this dishonorable discharge from the Army.

Now the

Army does make provision for altering discharges when it can be proved that an

error was made.

But in this case and in most cases there was no error; the man

deserved the type of' discharge he received because of' his record in the
It cannot be changed.

~.

"The Moving Finger writes, and, having writ, Moves on ••• "

On this day in June we can do nothing to change our past record, but we

can do everything to insure that our record from now on will be one which will
never embarrass us or our loved ones and never cause us any difficulty.

In the

future we can guide the "Moving Finger" so that it writes a record of' accomplishment
of' which each of' us can be proud.
Secondly I would like to stress the fact that "It is the little things
that count."

The story has been told of' a man who some years ago walked

a~s.,.,...

America from California to New York. When he had completed the journey a

~

reporter asked him, ''What was your greatest difficulty? Was it the mountain,,
the plains, the rivers -- what was your greatest difficulty?"
man re·p lied:

To which the

"It was neither the mountains, nor the plains, nor the rivers;

m:r

greatest difficulty was with the sand in IllY shoes." Yes, it is the little things
that count.

~~~
A. , ...owing the death of Speaker Sam Ray-burn the House of Bepresenttttves
had to elect a new Speaker.

'!here were a number of candidates, among them a

very competent gentlemen who was not elected.

One of his colleagues remarked:

"I have served with him in the House of Representatives for seven years and
he never spoke to me.

I am not voting for

him now for this high office."

So often it is the little things, the words spoken or not spoken, the
~·

simple act done or not done, which makes the big differences:

how we talk
~

•
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to our parents; how we react to the orders of the boss; how ·w.e treat the next door
neighbor.

Not too many of us will have an opportunitY' to make the great decisions

involving the welfare of thousands or m:Ulions of people.

Only a few thousand out

of 200 million American will do the great deeds of the next lew decades.

But all

of us will be doing little things -- little things every- dar -- which help or
~.MI..)

hinder other people, little things which CA.ke-a finer conmunit;y or a sadder place

;J.~~~

in which to live.

It is the little things that reall;y count. J\~i~f attention to

them - now and in the future.
It is the little things of life that add up to the whole.

And I presume

that one thing which all of ) us seek can be summarized in the worii "happiness."
The libraries and the book shelves are filled with books on how to obtain peace
of mind, or peace of soul, how to stop wony.ing and start living; in other words,
how to achieve happiness.

Let us think together for a moment on the

personal quest for happiness.
Dr. Elton Trueblood, Professor of Philosopcy at Earlham College who served
as an advisor to President Eisenhower, has written extensively on this important
subject.

Dr. Tp1eblood points out that:

0

ID.as}ilemous as it lDaY' sound to our

generation, peace of mind is not the ultimate ideal in the life of the individual."
Peace of mind may exist on many levels.

For instance, the self-righteous man who

is sure of his virtues may have peace of mind.

Another may find peace of mind

/Ow.,. ,;::;.•
after he has had

a ~

dinner and has sat down with his pipe.

RBut," sara Dr.

Trueblood, "there are lll&nY' conditions under which men ought not t> have peace of
mind and under which a good man will not have it. 11

He goes so far as to charge that

"our veey concern for personal happiness is really one of the chief symptoms of

~ul'

<:t
4,..

moral disease" and tb,An points out that

0 our

heroes are men and women who ha

cared about justice or truth and have not even raised the happiness question at

j)
·"

7

~

But Dr. Trueblood agxees that the proper.
and outlines a means of achieving that goal.

type of happiness is a desirable goal,
He points out that "to obtain

happiness one must forget about it.tt Happiness is not attained by enjoying the
good meal and a pipe,..,nor is it obtained by a wild quest of pleasure of one type
or another, nor does it come from an accumulation of things.

Happiness is a by-

product of f'ul.l. and active participation in a cause greater than outselves. "Few
joys," says Dr. Trueblood, n are greater than the job of participation in a
dedicated group, and this is the boon W1ich we ought to covet for all men and
women.'1

This by-product, happiness, is something which we probably see only in

retrospect as we look back upon a life or period of life in which we were actively
engaged in a good cause a.nd can say "then I was hap:p&r. 11 Dr. Trueblood goes on to
make the point that the "best cause is that cause which harms no other person and
which is big enough to require and consequently unite all of our powers."
On the negative side I think Dr. Trueblood also makes a contributiorl to
thought in this area.

He agrees that there are

JJI8l'ly'

ca.ases for unhappiness. Among

these can be listed poor health, misfortune, or the lack of money and material
necessities.

But then he makes this striking statement: "Min can bear great

physical and spiritual hardship but what he cannot bear is the sense of
meaninglessness •• • • The utlimate enemy is not pain or disease or physical hardship,
evU as these may be, but triviality. tt So much unhappiness comes because we do
not feel that the work we are in, or the efforts we are putting forth, are truly
meaningttil and significant.
If this is true, and I believe it is,

hose who are graduating here ·t oday have

the task of so directing their lives that they find for themselves useful and
meaningful activity, that they obtain satisfying work.

As Dr. Trueblood

8

are persons who have found ways of productive work."

Happiness cannot be bought

but it comes freely to those who discover for themselves meaningful work and useful
service.
This lead:Jme to m;y fourth thought - "The Greater Vision."

l'here must be a

greater vision; the moving finger writes, little things count, personal happiness
can be achieved, but1here must remain the greater vision.

~l;:;;m and developed

Just as this world

enormously before any of us arrived, so is there in it

today a vast area and a throng of people of many races, creeds, and nations far
beyond the reaches of a.xr he

, our community, our state, our country.

this world and we must see it for what it is.

We see the major

We live in

counf: ~A-rf'

international scene between the forces of communism and the forces of freedom •

.

This is a confiict which may or may not be resolved in our lifetime.
one which challenges us and challenges our way of life.

But is is

Do we have something Wlorth

preserving, worth fighting for, or is our possession so transient, of 1 such little
value that it can be diluted and destroyed with impunit;r? Do we have here :in our

countr7 and in

t~~cial and political institutions which permit the beot

in man to develop1 and grants to all, or to nearly all, the finest opportunities

that any human has ever enjo;red.

I am convinced we do have something worth

preserving, worth working for and worth fighting for.

Our way of life has meant

wonderful opportunities for the mental, spil:t.ual., and emotional developnent of man
and has given to men the highest standards of living the world has

ever knOWQ.

I

trust that in our better moments we can see the greater vision and be grateful that
we are living in times such as these which do provide a challenge but also assure
to each of us the best that has ever been knowa.~ ~

9
Because or this greater vision Americans today are fighting, unselfishly
and manf\llly' in distant lands to help a rar-cway people preserve their freedom,
and to help a free world remain free.
Because of this greater vision there is being debated in the United States
Senate this month legislation which aims to aasure to all American citizens the
rights and privileges and responsibilities ot American citizenship.

'!his is no

easy taSk, there are no . easy answers; but in our better moments when we are
most honest with ourselves,we can all agree that all responsible American citizens
should enjo7 all the rights ot responsible American citizenship.
calls for us to look beyond ourselves, be,yond our

t~,

'Ihe greater vision

our community, our state,

even beyond our nation to see what we can do to build a better world for all mankind.
Selfishness, greed, the abuse of power will always be with us, . but men of good will
working together can hold 1n check many of the forces of evil.
As the poet has said:
"Truth forever on the scaffold
Wrong forever on the throne
Yet that scaffold sways the future."
You who are graduating here, along with those who are

graduat.~

in every high school

throughout our land, hold in your hands one of the keys to the greater vision tor the
world of tomorrow.

Wile individually you may not believe your infiuence is great)

collectively the entire answer rests with y-ou.
We are told that in a certain village in hope there lived a man well along
in years who had a reputation for sagacity and wisdom.

One day s:>me youngsters,

undoubtedly a bit cynical, came to him with a bird in hand and this question.
"ls this bird alive or dead?" The old man recognized his dilema: i t he said
bird were dead the boy coald open his band, release the bird to tlJ' away,
old man wron •

{te

~

It the old man said he is alive, the boy simply had to crush

10
the bird in his hand and present a lifeless creature.

So the man in his wisdom

replied, "It is as you will."
~-

_,

So ntY' young friencis the future is as JOU will, as you and allAaa-1 like

tJ
J

~"t,.
fOUI\make it.

"Not gold, but cml.y' men, can make
A. nation great and strong;
Men who,

tor truth and honor's sake

Stand fast and suffer long.

Brave men, who work while others sleep,
Who dare, while others fiy,
They build a nation's plllars deep

And litt them to the skyI"

~

I come now to rq parting thought.

-Pherson

A.s we receive our diplomas and leave high school

dqs behiMJ let us turn our hearts and minds toward "whatsoever things are true."
With Paul or Tarsus let us take the grand look and construct the grand design.

I

leave with you his noble admonition:
"Watsoever things are true,
Whatsoever things are honorable,
Whatsoever things are just,
Whatsoever things are pure,
Whatsoever things are 1ovel.T,
Whatsoever things are of good report;
It there be &n7 virtue, i t there be any praise:

Think on these things."

)fF

As a man thinketh in his heart so is he.

Let us till our hearts and our minis with

the true, the honorable, the just, the pure and the lovely that we may live on the
nobler plain to serve ourselves, our God, ani our fellowmen.

Yours is the

accomplishment, yours is the reward, yours is the challenge, yours is the ~e,
With God' s help, "It is as you will."

