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Dear Colleague:
Congressman Machrowicz, Congressman
Kluczynski, and several other Members have asked
me to request time to commemorate the l69th Anniversary of Poland's Constitution Day.
I thought you would like to know that
we have put away one hour on Tuesday, May third,
r

for this special annual tribute.
Sincerely yours,

~c)~"-~
Roman C. Pucinski
Member of Congress
RCP:cs

,
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POLISH CONSTITUTION DAY
When people are suffering in misery and misfortune, their
thoughts invariably turn back to their happier and inspiring days.
This is particularly true of the Poles who, after enduring the oppressive
yoke of foreign rule and after making great sacrifices for freedom,
find themselves once more trapped in their homeland behind the Iron
curtain which has been imposed by Communist totalitarianism.

Today,

on the l69th anniversary of their first democratic constitution, the
Poles everywhere join hands in the commemoration of this historic event.
The adoption of the constitution of 1791 constitutes one of the brightest
and most significant landmarks in Poland's history, and certainly it
marks the most significant date in her political and constitutional
history.
That Constitution made Poland a constitutional monarcny, one in
which the monarch's powers were brought under the law, and a cabinet
type of government with ministerial responsibility was established.
Many

ancient class distinctions and privileges were wiped out, and the

government was strengthened by expanding the electorate.

Local landlords'

arbitrary powers over the peasants were abolished, and the latter were
placed under the protection of the law.
important in those

~s

And, what was perhaps more

in that part of the world, this constitution

guaranteed religious freedom.

In this and in many other respects, the

Polish Constitution of 1791 was in the vanguard of democracy's advance
into Central and Eastern Europe.

'

- 2 Of course we know that the Constitution never had the chance to

be tested.

Foreign invasion and the eventual partition of poland

prevented the implementation of that Constitution.

However, the

spirit of that historic document has always been cherished by the
poles.

By

marking its l69th anniversary they want to show the free

world that they still cherish the fine democratic and progressive
ideals of their Constitution of 1791.
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