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 Thank you, Mre Chairwen,

I am truly pleased to be here this evening, but em
atalosatobowmyouroika want another Ford in Flint, From
vhat I read in the papers, the Fords and the Chevrolets are
battling it out to the bitter emd, with a split decision besed
on different ground ruless, Your speaker this evening is not the
only member of the Congress whose name by chance is identified
with one of America's great industries. Assording to the Congres-
sional Direstory you might have btrought in a Fpazier from Tennesses.
Or 4if you wanted the heavy weights, there are the two Macks,

Peter and Russell from Illinois and Weshington, But I'm just a
FYord from Grend Rapids, Of course, my eity does build soms Fisher
bodies which, if I remember correctly, help to improve a Ggneral
Motors produst,

The 10,000 employses and the three GM plants may be
the reason Grend Rapids has been able to retain its lomg standing
distinction as Michigan's second ¢ity, Now I have no intention of
ontarxngintcadhwucarrhdonmtlybythoﬂintiouml
and the Grand Rapids Press as 0 which e¢ity 4s the more populous,
But the letest official report of the Gpand Rapdds Chamber of Commeree
puts us ahead of you by 14,000 souls, But more startling is the

fact that Grend Rapids pumps on the average 9 million gallons of
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water per day mre than does your oity. That may male us thirstier
but not wetter, I hope,. Orm I don't know what the Flint
folks drink, and pass no judgmsnt on your tasts or rate of
consmmption, !lwnrﬂ;.hu we like you just the same. ’

I was troubled just a bit though to read in Bill Pypert's
colum eclumn recently that the names of neither of our eities
were changesd by the Coammmists in the Great Soviet Encyclophdia,
‘ihuo'my City besame Bei-Siti, Grand Rapids was merely hyphenated
and Flint remained just plain Flint, I dea't knew if they were
trying to 4gnore us, or if they just ecouldn’t socialize these two
great industrial senters of Mishigan,

In either case we are proud of our achievements in
the industrial world, of our men of labor, and our men of managmment,

We share this common pride tonight.





