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Remarks of Rep. §erald R. Ford, Jr. - Michigan 

January 11, 1955 

Mr. Speaker: 

Secretary General Dag Hammarksjold of the United Nations has before 

him a recommendation of the Third Committee at the U. N. to transfer the 

United Nations' Narcotics Division fro New York to Geneva. This pro-

posal is clearly not in the best interests of the United States, the 

United Nations, or or the effective control of the illicit narcoties 

traffic. 

The reasons fof suggesting th~ transfer to Geneva are shrouded in 

deep political mystery. There are many offices or divisions of the U. N. 

which could be taken out of this country. -,by lias the Narcotics Dtvision 

selected? This is all the more strange when one realizes that President 

Eisenhower recently appointed a special Inter-departmental committee to 

review and coordinate the Federal government's programs to combat narcotic 

addiction in this country. In a letter from the ~bite Ho se to Secretary 

Humphrey, dated November 27, 1954, the President said, 11 Receipt of the 

' 
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Committee's report on both subjects (to define more clearly the scope of 

the problems which we face and to promote effective cooperation among 

Federal, State, and local agencies} as promptly as possible will expedite 

systematic review and i~provement of our narcotics programs--local, national 

and international. 11 

It seems to me, Mr • .>peaker, that it WJuld be most unwise for the 

Secretar,y-General to effect this transfer, and a grave mistake to do it 

before the President 1 s committee has an oprortunity to report. Our most 

effective work in combating this terrible evil may call for an energetic 

international office in this country. To eliminate at this time the 

New York Division of the U. N. with its specialized laboratory could be 

disasterous. The United States for years has been the world leader in 

opposition to the illicit dope traffic. Right no~ the problem is as 

sar:ou3 a.s ever. .i.Lecognizing this the American J,egion, Department of ' 

California, through its Conmander, Mr. Malcollm M. Champlin wrote Mr. 

Hammarksjold on December 2, 1954 as follows: 

<, 

J 



Page 3 

I include the first two paragraphs of his letter. 

"The American Legion of Cal~fornia has noted a press report a few 

days ago of the proposal to transfer the United Nations Narcotic Division 

fran Ne\ York to Gen.eva. 

"e wish to protest tl'1is move on the grounds that the United States 

has a serious narcotic problem which is due entirely to the international 

illicit traffic~ and that there are many international narcotic treaties 

being administered by the United Nations in New York which attsnpt to 

stop the smuggling of narcotics from abroad to the State of California. 

e, therefore, consider it vitally important to retain at the United 

Nations headquarters in New Vork its Narcotic Division in order to main-

tain close cooperation with the United States, which is one of the most 

important victim countries of this traffic. We feel that the transfer to 

Geneva will result in a psychological defeat for your narcotic program, 
, 

and we predict that if this transfer goes through it w:ill result in a 

decided lessening of international narcotic controls. 11 

) 
I 
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It is quite evident that the trans! r of the Narcotic Division to 

Geneva would remove it from the watchful ~e of American newepapennen and 

that its efforts would receive less news coverage. Likewise, it will 

be removed from a country which is vitally interested in the strictest 

control of narcotics. 

The man probably most interested in this problem, Commissioner of 

Narcotics H. J. Anslinger, 'rote me on December 30, 1954, to say, ''\ e 

are not in favor of tm. s transfer. 11 

The recent Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, t~e 

Honorable Alexander iley, has been deeply concerned with this proposed 

transfer. On November 9, 19~4, he wrote our Ambassador to the United 

Nations, H~nry Cabot Lodge, saying, "I cannot help but feel that in view 

, 
of the fact that the preponderant effect on narcotics research and on 

enforcement effort against worldwide illicit traffic is made by the 

United States, that the Division should definitely be kept here in th;s 

country. 11 
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I certainly hope that the Secretar,y-General will give considerable 

weight to the opinion of these distinguished gentleman. In fightin this 

international evil the U. N. needs the complete cooperation and assistance 

of the United States and the United States needs the same from the United 

Nations This mutual cooperation and assistance will not be increased by 

moving the U. N. Narcotics Division to Geneva. 

iot only does this proposed transfer come at a time when the Presi-

dent's interdepartmental committee is at work, but it follows shortly on 

the return of Clement Attlee from Red China. The France-Turkey-lJni ted Kingdom 

resolution pass~d in Committee Three seems to ha~e resulted from some of 

the inf'onnati.on Mr. Atilee obtained on his visit. We should insist that 

nothing be done by the U. N. which l«>uld in any way increas~ the infiuence 

of Red China either in the U. N. or in the world at large. We in the 

United States must be alert to any effort by the Chinese · comm~ists to 
, 

decrease the effectiveness of international control of the illicit narcotic 

traffic. Not only are the lives of our ch~ldren and young people involved, 

but also those of many otter enlightened natjons of the world. 
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Some will say that this is an economy measure, and that money will 

be saved by building a laboratory in .Geneva and transfering aJl narcotic 

work to the Switzerland city. This cJaim cannot stand close scrutiny. It 

will take many years to amortize the additional cost, estimated at $25,000 

required for moving tb ,Geneva. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I would urge that Secretary-General 

Hammarksjold exercise his prerogative to keep the Narcotics Divisi~n 

in New York. ~e cannot risk weakening an effective weapon against an 

international enemy; ~e don't want to endanger the lives of potential 

victims of the vicious dope peddlers by neglecting to protest this move. 

I ask my colleagues to urge the Secretary-General to keep th;s Division 

in New York. , e want to see nothing done which will weaken the power 

of the U. N., or which will cause the people or the United States to be 

less enthusiastic in their support of the United Nations. 



Extension of Remarks of Rep. Gerald R. Ford, Jr. - Michi8an 

January 11, 1955 

Mr. Speaker -

Secretary General Dag Hamrerksjold of the United Nations bas 

before him a recoumendation of the Third Comnittee at the U.N. to trans-

fer the United Nations' Narcotics Division from New York to Geneva. This 

proposal is clearly not in the best interests of the United States, the 

United Nations~ or of the effective control of the illicit narcotics traffic. 

The reasons tor suggesting the transfer to Geneva are shrouded 

in deep political mystery. There are many offices or division of the U.N. 

which could be taken out of this country. Why was the Narcotics Division 

selected? This is all the more stranse when one realizes that President 

Eisenhower recently appointed a special Inter-Departmental committee to 

review and coordinate the Federal government's programs to combat narcotic 

addiction in this country. Ina letter from the White House to Secretary 

Humphrey, dated November 27, 1954, the President said, "Receipt of the 

Committee's report on both subjects ~to define more clearly the scope of 

the problems which we face and to pramote effective cooperation among 

Federe.l 0 State and local ~ncies) as promptly as possible will expedite 

systematic review and improvement of our narcotics programs - local, 

national and international." 

It seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that it would be most unwise for the 

SeoretarywGeneral to effect this transfer 0 and a grave mistake to do it 

( 

, 
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before the President's colllDittee has an opportunity to report. Our most 

effective work in combating this terrible evil may call for an energetic 

international office in this country. To eliminate at this time the New 

York Division of the U.N. with its specialized laboratory could be disas

terous. The United States tor years has been the world leader in 

opposition to the illicit dope traffic. Right now the problem is as 

serious as ever. Recognizing this the American Legion 1 Department of' 

California, through its Cormnander, Mt-. Malcolm M. Champlin wrote Mt-. 

HamMrksjold on December 2, 1954, as follows. 

I include the first two paragraphs ot his letter. 

"The American Legion ot California bas noted a press report a 

few days ago of' the proposal to transfer the United Nations Narcotic 

Division from New York to Geneva. 

•we wish to protest this move on the grounds that the United 

State•has a serious narcotic problem which is due entirely to the inter

national illicit traffic, and that there are many international narcotic 

treaties being administered by the United Nations in Nej York which 

attempt to stop the smuggling of' narcotics from abroad to the State of 

California. We, therefore, consider it vitally Unportant to retain at 

the United Nations headquarters in New York its Narcotic Division in order 

to maintain close cooperation with the United States, which is one of the 

JOOst Unportant . victUn countries of' this traffic. We feel that the traz -

ter to Geneva will result in a psychological defeat tor your narcotic pro

gram, and we predict that it this transfer e/)eS through it will result 

, 



Page3 

in a decided lessening of international narcotic controls." 

It is quite evident that the transfer of the Narcotic Division 

to Geneva would remove it from the watchful eye of American newspapei"llen 

and that its efforts would receive less news coverase. Likewise, it will 

be removed from a country which is vitally interested in the strictest 

control of narcotics. 

The man probably most interested in this Iroblem, CoDIIli.~sioner of 

Narcotics H. J. Anslinger, wrote me on December 30, 1954, to say, "We 

are not in favor ot this transfer.• 

The recent Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 

the Honorable Alexander filey, has been deeply concerned with this propo~d 

transfer. On November 9, 1954, he wrote our .Ambassador to the United 

Nations, Henry Cabot Lodge, saying, "I cannot help but feel that in view 

of the fact that the preponderant effect on narcotics research and on 

enforcement eftort againstsworldwide illicit traffic is made by the 

UDited States, that the Division should definitely be kept here in this 

country." 

I Certainly hope that the Secretary~eneral will give considerable 

weight to the opinion of these distringuished gentlemen. In fighting 

this international evil the U.N. needs the complete cooperation and , 
assistance of the United States and the United states needs the same trom 

the United Nations. This mutual cooperation and assistance will not be 

increased by moving the uJN. Narcotics Division to Geneva. 
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Not only does this proposed transfer come at a time when the President's 

interdepartmental committee is at work, but it follows shortly on the 

return of Clement ttlee from Red China. The France-Turkey-United Kingdom 

resolution passed in Committee Three seems to have resulted from some of 

the information Mr. Attlee obtained on his visit. We should insist that 

nothing be done by the u.N. which would in any way increase the influence 

of Red China either in the u.N. or in the world at large. We in the United 

States must be alert to any effort by the Chinese Communists to decrease 

the effectiveness of international control of the illicit narcotic traffic. 

Not only are the lives of our children an~ young people involved, but 

also those of many other enlightened nations of the world. 

Some will say that this is an economy measure, and that moneywill 

be saved by ~ilding a laboratory in Geneva and transfering all narcotic 

work to the Switzerland city. This claim cannot stand close scruitny. 

It will take many years to amortize the additional cost, est~ted at 

$25,000 required for moving to Geneva. 

In conclusion 0 Mr. Speaker, I would urge that Secretary-General 

Hammarksjold exercise his prero~tive to keep the Narcotics Division in 

New York. We cannot risk weakening an effective weapon against an 

international enemy; we don't want to endanger the lives of potential 

victims of the vicious dope peddlers by neglecting to protest this movee. 

I ask my colleagues to urge the Secretary-General to keep this Division in 

New YIVk. We want to see nothing done which will w4aken the power of the 

u~., or which will cause the people ~ the United States to be less 

enthusiastic in their support of the United Nations. 

' 



&:nenalon of Raarka ot Rep. Oera14 R. J'tml , 7r • • Mlehtpa 

18JWfll'7 u . 1955 

Mr.- Speabr -

Secfttar,v GeJII!tral Das ~rlcajel4 ot 'be Ullited llatlcu llaa 

bltore hill • tloa ot -- !h1rd c-ittee at tl» v ... to uana-
far t.1ae United Rats.caa• Naraotlca D1Tlat. t.na a.., YOI'k to GeDeft• '!hSa 

proptal 1a clear)¥ •t t.a tt. ban tateftna ot tile UatW tea, the 

UUW Battcu, e t tile ett.otlw ccafiJ.I'Ol ot the 1J.Uc1t aucotiea tnttt.o. 

'Ita. ~· tw .,_.nbc._ .....,_to a.... are ~ 

1a .... ,olitioallllf.P'-7• 'Diue aft...,. .tftoee- 41T1slca ot .. v.a. 
wbioh oou.l4 w aka out ot \hie oouad1'7• wae the tloa DlYlaica 

•leeW'? 9.'1118 la all \be .-. atl"Q81 ..._ ODe ftalbM tbat P.NaU.t 

EiaeDbD r neeat17 aPJIOSD.te a apMial hMr ~Dtal 0«811ttM to 

ft'f'tw ad OOOI'd1Da11e tbe l'8l1aa1 SOt6iiUMIR • a Pl'8PD8 to oceat IIAftOtle 

.Wlot1oo 1a this OOWltr:Y• letter tzoa tbe te Boue to tary 

•• ,.,.. elated lfo'waber rr. 1954. the ~idut aaia , •a.-lJt ot tbe 

c..ittee' a nPQ't CD bnh altjMta fto datU. .... eleu'll' tile aoope ot 

tbe pro~ Which w taoe aa4 to ~· etteoUw oooperat1oo. 8JDODS 

J'edeal, tate a4 1ooal ...-s.a) aa Jr P'17 aa JOUlble vill.,.alte 

•Jilt II etto NYln u4 Jllp'onaBJlt ot our auootloa PI"'Sftllllll - looal., 

at~ u4 lD'MI'Mtlc.a!. • 

It ..... to • • "'• SN-Jrer, tbat it ~ be ••t av1ae tor the 

Seentu;r~ to ettMt thla v.aatw, aJa4 a ...,_ .s..-. to 4o lt 

, 
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' 
before him a. ~tl011 ot tba Th1rd Ccad.t'- t tb8 l1 • to trans. 

fer the United N'at1<ll'&8' l\u 'COtiCa D1ft81CID ft'Olla u., Yor.k to Geneft• 'l'ht8 

proposal u clearl¥ DCt ill. the beat lntel'eets ot the Ulll'-1 i:J tea , the 

thlted tlau, e ot w..e tt.ctt• caavol ot tJae Ullcit D81"0ot1Gs Vat:tic . 

!be ftUGIUI tar lllSPrib& t1lit ~zo to Genea are shl'ow1ed 

in deep politioal.,aWI'T• ~ are.., oftt.cea or di't'iSiCIIl of the U • 

vh1oh could be 1:akeal out ot thle 00Uiltl'7• WIQ' waa tM NIU'ootica DiYiBlcm 

•lected? '1'h1a 1a aU the llllON stl"Up ltbiNl oa.e aaltzea that irea14ent 

Eiaellbowar 1'808Dt17 P»>int.d a spte1al lu'ter-1lll~tal ~"" to 

re'riev aDd cool'dinah the l'edeNJ. ~··~to cellibat na:rcottc 

addlctioa. 1n ~s count1'7• IDa letter b:cm the White HoWle to secretary 

ca.dttee•• raporl CQ both au'bject tto tSetbe _..clearly the acopa ot 

tbe proW.. WbJ.ch ve taee eDd to ~ ettectiw cooperatlOB CQDI.;ug 

J'aU 1, State aDd local 9JIC1ea) aa x:eca.ptl)- as poaatbl.e vill expedite 

878tematl.o :nrriew lltl4 iaprot&mallt ot CUI' UNOttoa prosr-s ... local , 

DatiOillll aDd ill.tel"DatiQQel . • 

It aeaaa to • • • ~r. tlaat it vouJ4 be .,at aaw1se tor the 

....ull'Witar.r-Geaei'Bl to etteat th1a ~. ata4 a fP'8ft mistake to do it 

' 
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bttozre the Ptoee~ 'a oallld.t1iee baa • OPIJOrNdV to report. Our ..n 
ettectiw work in OC'Dbatf.Da this teft'lble eYU .,- oaU tor an __.,.,f.o 
iateraat1aaal otttce m thta oowstr,y. To elJ.ad.Date at thU tt. tbe New 

York Di't'iaiOD. ot the 11 • wtth lts apeclaliz 

oppoatt!On to the illicit dope tramc. Maht now t• p:ooblea ia u 

artou as ........ ReoO&UzSDs thla the AaX'icall t.glOQ , Dltpu.o1aaot .or 

C&ltf'crmia. ~ i.'~a ~r. ,... Maloola M. Cbal;llla 1f'mte Mr. 

l !Del e the tll"et two ~ ~ Ilia letter. 

•1'be rlOan Lap~ ot CalJ.toi'JWll:ana DoW a ~as rapnot a 

tn 4qa aao ot the propoaal to ~r, the Uutt.d NatteD.a l'lu"Cot:lo 

D1Yla1ca. ~ New York to GeaeW.. 

' 
•• baa a .rtoue DU"OOtlc Pl!Oble whioh u ctue et:lNll' to \be tater-

utloMl Ult.olt v.mo, e.nd that theft are JI8Q7 1ntezwa.t1cmal DIU'OO\io 

U.tlea, bei!J& adt!IWatend b7 the Unit.4 Nattou in Net York whloh 
. 

at~ to atop the 8Dit8111:\a ot l'W"CCtlc• tl'CIIl abrcad to tbe tate ot 

CalitOJ'Dia. • • theetore, COI'l8i4er lt ritall.7 tmponant to retain at 

o tiDlted tiau baadqUili'Mra ID 5w York ita ~tto na1caa ill order 

to ai».tain oloaM cooperattt.ll with tblt \IDiMd SM'Ma, *lch t.s aae ot the 

.,., ~- .t.otfa oouab'lea ot thle wattle. Ve teal u-t the t~ -

ter to Qelwfa wUl l'68Ul.t la e. pqcbOl.osieel defeat tor l'CUl' narcotic p:"O• 

...... u4 .. pndiot that it rua vu.ater ,.. ~ it vUl ft8Ult 
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