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We Americans are a wealthy nation.

We are wealthy not

only in material things, the natural resources with which we
have been blessed, and the high standard of living we have been
able to produce fran them, but we are wealthy as well because
of the liberties we enjoy and the traditions of freedan which
are so essential a part of our national heritage, and which
have grown and strengthened in the one hundred and eighty years
of our independence.

The freedom of enterprise and initiative, the personal
liberties, and the freedom of election which we enjoy have been
so long a part of our way of life that we scmetimes forget
that they are a part of our wealth, and that, like all articles
of value, they must be

~arded

and

protecte~.

We also sometimes

lose sight of the fact that he who possesses wealth also bears
a correspmding responsibility, and that this appl~~ ~~"'Ll
to our wealth of freedan as it does to our physical welil:'th.
It is about the responsibilities which our freedom imposes upon
us today, both as a nation and as individuals, that I would
like to discuss tonight.

There are men in the world today who envy and fear us.
They are jealous of our tremendous material wealth, but they
fear us far more because of our priceless freedom, for it is
that freedom which is the source of our strength, and which

'
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constitutes the greatest threat to their power over hundreds
of millions of people, and their aspirations to ruthless world
dominance.

The Camnunist nations possess the fertility of

soil and the metal and mineral deposits to feed, clothe, and
house themselves as well as we have, and to produce the other
canforts and luxuries which modern science and industry have
provided, but they have miserably failed to do so.

They have

failed solely because they are enslaved by a tyranny so all
pervading that it puts to shame any that have gone before.
The tyranical rulers of these nations, conscious of their
failure and inability to fulfill the promises by which they
led their people to forego freedom, have turned their unrest
and dissatisfaction toward the free world, and have entered
upon a colossal effort to destroy it.

The leaders of the

Communist conspiracy know full well that the existence of
freedom is the most immediate and direct threat to their power,
for the longer their distressed peeps see before them the
magnificent achievements of free men, the more likely they
are to discover the true reason for their hardship and
suffering under tyranny, and to bE"ea.k the Kremlin imposed bonds
which prevent them fran participating in those achievements.

,
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This threat to our security, unfortunate and unnecessary
as it appears to us, operates in large measure to define our
responsibilities as free men in the world today.

The United

states, because it is spiritually and materially the wealthiest
nation on earth, is the principal object of this Communist
conspiracy, both fran within and without, and consequently we
will be the center of the resistance to its plans for world
conquest.

We are thus forced, against our will and desire,

into a concern for sane material things which we might otherwise
avoid.

This then is our first responsibility as a nation under
freed an.

We must survive, and to do so, we must build and

maintain our nd.litary strength so that we can defend ourselves
against any attack, and we must be prepared to retaliate so
surely and so destructively that our enemies will be convinced
that their aggression will be suicidalo

In so preparing ourselves,

however, we must not lose sight of the fact that we are a
peaceful nation, and that our primary effort must be directed
toward maintenaEe and advancement of a standard of living
which is the wonder of the world.

Our military program,

essential as it is, must not becane the mainstay of our prosperity,
but must be adapted to an econany directed toward the improvement
of ourselves, and the sharing of our achievements with the less
fortunate peoples of the world.

,

- 4-

p
To do this we must strike a balance, and this can best
4
be accomplished by placing grater reliance upon the weapons
and equipment which modern science has given us.

Of necessity

we nru.st tum our attention and efforts to greater emphasis
upon the atom bomb and hydrogen bomb, and to the means of
delivering them to the target, for it is in these weapons that

we find the greatest deterrent to our enemy.

It is almost

inconceivable that any national leader, even one in the Kremlin,
knowing the tremendous destructive power of these weapons,
would be so insane as to unleash them upon his people and bring
upon them the horror and suffering which they can produce.

We

must expand our guided missile program, both in terms of
production and research, for in this device apparently lies
the key to the defense of our cities.

You have all seen the

recent releases about "Nike", that classically named marvel of
electronics, almost unbelievable in its reactions, which when
once launched, can locate its objective, direct itself toward
it, and destroy it, all without human intervention.

When we

remember this device is the product of only a relatively few
years of scientific reaearch and technical effort, we can only
wonder at the achievements which lie before us.

//

By placing greater reliance upon these modern weapons,
costly as such a program may appear, we can achieve our objective
of a strong national defense while reducing its cost and its

,
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effect upon our econom.y.

We can thus reduce in some measure

the tax burden which we must all bear, leave our industry
largely free to produce the goods of peace, and limit the
number of young men we must take into the a.nned services.
If such a course accomplished nothing more, this last objective
would be well worth the cost, for the maintenance of a large
military force is the most expensive aspect of our defensive
effort, both in terms of dollars and in terms of its impact
upon the lives and careers of our sons.

We cannot, and must not,

in the name of defense, spend ourself into bankruptcy and

?ltifi-Jo

mortgage our_,future to such an extent that our enemy will achieve,
through our economic collapse, the victory he so ardently desires.

In developing and expanding our nuclear weapons we must
not forget that the basic forces which they employ have tremendous
and unforeseen potentialities for peaceful applications.

In the

small beginnings which have been made in the use of radioactive
materials in medicine, we can see already the possibility of
discovering the cause and cure of many maladies which afflict
mankind and which have resisted our best efforts to control and
eliminate them.

The great energies released in atomic fission

give promise of resources of power never even dreamed of a few
years ago, and open before us a view of a world in which starvation
and poverty have no place.

In order to hasten the

,
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potentialities will be realized, we must as quickly and as
fully as military necessities will permit, open these new
fields to private initiative and enterprise.

It was these

forces, operating free of governmental control and direction,
;.r-~~~~

which brought us to our present high level, and they should be

1

given the new tools to work with.]i .44L

~~'t;iatf~.

~~ ~

We, of course, are not alone in our struggle against
world camnunism. There are other nations who enjoy freedom and
who cherish it as devotedly as we do.
has so aptly stated,

'~ore

As President Eisenhower

closely than ever before, American

freedom is interlocked with the freedom of other people.

In the

unity of the free world lies our best chance to reduce the
Camnunist threat without war.

In the task of maintaining this

unity and strengthening all its parts, the greatest responsibility falls to those who, like ourselves, retain the most
freedom and the most strength. n

Our job, therefore, is to strengthen and extend those
alliances like the North Atlantic Treaty, in which we have joined
with other nations, and by which we present a united front to
~

ou~

enemy.

In doing so, however, we must not forge\_that we

are a sovereign nation among sovereign nations.

We cannot dictate,

'
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but must lead and we must recognize that each of our allies
has its own background and problems which may result in
attitudes and opinions different fran ours.

We must be tolerant

of these differences, just as we are tolerant of differences
amongst ourselves, and we must seek by persuasion and compranise
to reach a camnon ground.

To resort to any other course would

be to follow the pattern of the Camnunists who are so
of .:;:mAse_~~s tjat they cannot cooperate, but must
ensure

~~~ty

un;~

conque~

to

of other peoples.

In dealing with our allies, however, we must insist upon
the mutuality of our obligations.

Although we are the largest

and strongest of the free nations, our resources are not
unlimited, and we cannot be expected to shoulder the burden of
our connnon defense alone.

To do so could only result in our

ultimate weakness, and in bringing about the disaster we have
united to prevent.

Each nation must contribute to our mutual

defense according to its ability, and none must be permitted to
shirk its responsibility in this respect.

By following this

course, we will develop the spiritual unity which comes from
sharing a connnon burden and our conviction of ultimate victory
will be strengthened.

'

- 8 Unfortunately there are in the world some peoples
and their leaders who would stand aloof from the basic
struggle 1n which we are engaged.

It is true some of these

people have only recently achieved national independence
and consequently are faced with domestic problems of overwhelming magnitude, comparable to those which our nation
faced almost two centuries ago.

To these we must extend

our friendship, and we must stand ready to offer any
reasonable material assistance that they need.

This aid

and assistance, however, must be intelligently and constructively limited, for only by self-reliance can they
achieve the dignity of free men.
As concerned as we must be with the international
aspects of our responsibilities as free men, we must not
neglect our obligation to establish a strong and developing
economy at home.

Indeed, unless we maintain a high measure

of domestic prosperity we cannot hope to achieve our international objectives, for it is that prosperity which supports
our military program and underlies our efforts to make peace
secure.

'
To achieve this goal, all segments Qf our people must
cooperate, and none must seek to
expense of another.

gain~antage

at the

While there are, and will be, differences

among us as to how our prosperity can best be obtained, and
these differences will in some measure reflect our
life and the

wa:r

we earn our living, we must never

stati~;-

iHt'u''-..

pe~ the.(~\

\U
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to become crystallized into class attitudes.

It is the theory

of the class struggle, labor against capital, which underlies
the Narxian philosophy, and this is the tool by which the
modern Communist hopes to create dissension among us and to
weaken our cause.

We are a rich nation and we are better nourished, better
clothed, and better housed than any other people on earth.

The

autanobile, the radio and television, and the telephone, which
to us have becane so conunonplace, are still regarded as
luxuries by the ordinary citizen in many other countries, and even
the bathtub, to us a necessity, is as rare as a precious jewel
in many areas.

Although we have slums in our large cities, and

sane rural areas do not enjoy a full measure of modern comfort,
we can, and will, eliminate these deficiencies.

Our prosperity must be achieved through the medium of
private enterprise and initiative.

It is because we have lEn

free to accumulate capital, and to risk it in new and untried
undertakings that we have been able to attain the high levels we
have reached, and it is this freedan upon which we must rely to
carry us forward.

True progress can be made only if we are able,

'
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through our own efforts, to make a little more than we need,
and to use this surplus to earn more of the worlds goods for
us.

This freedom must be preserved and nurtured, for it is

the foundation upon which our entire structure of liberty rests.
There are those among us who hold the view that our
industrial society has become so complex that we no longer
can afford to encourage private enterprise, but must look to
the federal government as somewhat of a parent whose duty it
is to feed and clothe its· children, and to see that they are
all properly sheltered.

With this theory I cannot agree.

We must remember that a parental government, once it undertakes
the colossal job or directly clothing, feeding and sheltering
its brood, inevitably must restrict their freedom and direct
their day by day activities into rigid channels the all powerful government deems best for them.

our government, or course,

has its rightful responsibilities in the promotion of our
economic welfare, but its powers in this connection are, and
must continue to be restricted to certain areas of activity.
We must beware of, and avoid the tendency toward parental
government, for in that direction lies the end of our freedom.
In the troubled times in which we live, it is only
natural that the material aspects or our responsibilities
under freedom

,
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should give us so much concern and demand so much of our
attention.

Our entire way of life is under attack by an

enemy motivated and guided by a materialistic philosophy, and
we cannot afford to neglect those things in which he professes

to find his strength, and by which he seeks to dominate the
world.

If we did otherwise we would fail to meet the challenge

which has been laid down to us.

t

Despite this urgency, however, we must not forget our
responsibilities to the spiritual and intellectual aspects of
our freedom.

It is these which distinguish us from our enemy,

and which in the long run, constitute our greatest strength.

The

Communist regards man as only a part of a machine which must
move in predetermined patterns dictated by the movements of
other parts, and by the will of thtfstate as the supreme operator.
We, on the other hand, profess and uphold the dignity of man
as an individual possessing a free will and capable of achieving
his goals in cooperation with other men.

We insist that men

can determine what is best for themselves, only if they are
free to think about and discuss alternative courses of action,
and that there is no man, or group of men, so wise and so
omniscient that they can lay down the objectives which should be
sought, and the paths which should be followed.

It is because

I
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we adhere to these principles that we will ultimately triumph,
for it is these which constitute our strongest appeal to the
minds of men all over the world, and which will finally win

~~

over the masses which the Communist rulers have enslaved.

To achieve this end, our first responsibility is to
strengthen our freedom here at home.

We must preserve and

strengthen the right of every man to formulate and hold to his
own opinions on religious, political, and social questions,

and we must guarantee his right to speak and discuss them.

The

problems which we face in these areas today, complex and vexing
though they are, are no different in their basic nature than
those which have troubled men since the time they first appeared
on this earth.

They have continued to plague man only because

he was not free through the greater part of his history, to
discuss them, but labored under one kind of oppression or
another which forced him into patterns determined upon by
rulers who thought that they had found the answers.

The fact

that these tyrannies passed away is clear proof that the tyrants
I

were wrong and the same fate awaits their modern dB\Y' imitators.

Opinions and ideas, like commodities, receive their
greatest test in the free competition of the market place, and

- 13 it is only the best that can survive that competition.

The

great and far-seeing men who drafted our Constitution, and
insisted upon inclusion of the Bill of Rights, recognized
this principle, and nothing which has occurred since that day
has weakened its truth.

lv!an has enjoyed the rights of

freedan of religion, freedan of speech, and freedom of the
press only for a relatively few years, and in that period has
made his greatest progress in his forward march.

We must

continue that progress by guarding and preserving the liberties
which made it possible.

In order to formulate their opinions and ideas men
must have access to knowledge and information, and we must
encourage and develop the instrumentalities which disseminate
them.

Perhaps the greatest developments of our industrial age

~

~

to be found in the field of communication, and the facilities
~.
which we have created must be free fran governmental ~.
The citizens who print our books and newspapers, and who operate
.
our radio and television stations must be free of unnecessary Cf ~

control and censonhip lest these devices be the means of
imposing political oppression.

In the hands of free men, these

facilities are the tools of freedan, but in the hands of tyrants

'
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in the public good.
that they promote

They must not be used in such a manner

sensationalism~

hysteria, or crime.

The

owners and producers 1 if they live up to their responsibilities
to society as a whole, will not seek temporary commercial
success at the expense of the public good.

Furthermore, as

they must know, disregard for the public welfare will inevitably
result in local, state and federal governmental interference
in their day to day operations.
This access to knowledge, of course, must extend to all
fields and must include theories and viewpoints which may be
unpopular.

Our scientists and scholars must be free to ex-

periment and to challenge established beliefs for it is
through such experimentation and challenge that we have made
our greatest strides forward.

FUrthermore, we must all be

given access to their findings and conclusions, for unless
they are available to all, they lose their value.
Liberty, of course, is not license, and to advocate and
defend freedom of speech and discussion does not mean that we

'

must not protect ourselves against those who naively or
willfully abuse them.
The leaders of world communism are ruthless and crafty
men.

One of the principal techniques they have used to facilitate
~;:--...._

/\..
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- 15 their conquests is that of creating dissension among the citizens
of the nation they seek to overcome, and of having those among
them who share their views insinuate themselves into positions
of authority and power.

In recent years, this has been one of

the most serious threats which we have faced.

Unfortunately, there are here in America, some who have
been so beguiled by the siren song of Communism that they
have enlisted in its cause and sought to overthrow the system
which nurtured them.

Concealing their true motives and intentions,

they have risen to positions of authority and power in our
government, and by misguiding its policies and misdirecting its
actions, have sought to weaken and ultitn.ately destroy it.
Hany of these have been discovered

and exposed to public view,

but we must be vigilant lest others take their places.

To do this is not to destroy freedom, but to preserve it,
for these people are the enemies of freedom.

Professiog a love

of liberty, they have used it as a shield to carry on their
insidious labors at the direction of a foreign power.
we cannot permit J

This

,
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But in exposing and destroying this evil we must be
careful.

We must do it within the framework of the principles

and guaranties upon which we place such high value, and we must
not become like our enemy in our struggles against him.

OUr

efforts must be directed against the true adherents of Camnunisrn
and we must not be diverted to attacks upon the innocent simply
because they hold opinions opposed to our own, or behave in a
manner of which we do not approve.

To do otherwise would penn.it

the guilty to escape and allow them to carry an their nefarious
work.

We are a diverse nation, canposed of many different
racial groupings and embracing many different religious beliefs
and creeds.

If we are to remain a free nation, each of us

must become tolerant of our neighbors;

tolerant not in the sense

of putting up with something, as a parent is tolerant of a
fractious child, but tolerant in the sense of understanding.
While we all hold to our own beliefs and live up to them as
our conscience dictates, we must recognize and defend the rights
of others to pursue the same course.

,

We must learn to value

and appreciate each man for what he is, and to judge him upon
the basis of what he has dane, and we must oppose discriminations
based upon race, creed, or color.

This must be done not only

·~\

.
:
;
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because it is fundamental. to the principles we profess, but
because the existence of such discrimination in our midst,
smaJ.l though it be, has been used by Communist propagandists
in their efforts to gain the adherence of some peoples whose
friendship we desire.

But there is another and more positive

reason why we must do this.

We are engaged in a colossal.

task, and the problems which we face are aJ.most overwhelming.
To ad:lieve success, we must draw upon our human resources to

_,..,.._
to contribute his share according to his abilities and unhindered

the fullest extent, and each of our citizens must be permitted
-~

.,

..,

by artificial. barriers.

We cannot afford waste, and to deny a

man the privilege of contributing to our common effort because
of his color or religious beliefs is waste of the most inexcusable kind.

Another primary responsibility which is imposed upon us
as free men, and one which is particularly important today, is
that of educating our children in the ways of freedom.

It is

primarily for them that we labor and strive to preserve our

heritage~d we must

give them a full appreciation and under-

standing of the vaJ.ues which have made this nation great.

The

youth of our nation is our greatest resource and we must not
~lect

it.

,

- 18 In the last fifteen years, circumstances forced us to
devote the principal part of our energies to the winning of
a major war, and the preparation of our military defenses,
and we were not able to build the schools and other educational facilities which normally would have been constructed.
The fact that in this period our population has increased
tremendously has aggravated the inadequacy of our present
equipment.

In almost every area of the country we find

schools that are old and dilapidated, classrooms that are
overcrowded, and playground facilities that are inadequate.
Our first step, then, must be to build new schools,
adequate to our present needs and the needs of the immediate
future.

This, of course, is a matter of community and state

responsibility, and we as parents and teachers must see to it
that our local governments take the necessary measures to
remedy the situation.

It is groups such as yours which must

take the initiative in planning and preparing programs, for
only you know best the needs of the community, and the means
by which they can be most expediently met.

All of us can be

rightfully proud of the forward-looking action taken by our
citizens in this area in meeting the school facilities problem.
~he

results will pay big dividends in the years ahead and our

children can thank those responsible for having accomplished
the job within the community without interference or bureaucracy
diminished dollars from washington.
But even more alarming, and less easy to overcome, than
the inadequacy of the physical equipment of our school

sys~~ms,

'
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The reasons for this are apparent.

~~

The salaries which we pay

our teachers have not kept pace with the rise in the cost of
living which has occurred over the past few years, and many
young men and women who otherwise

mig~t

have entered the pro-

fession have understandably turned to more profitable fields
of endeavor.

Regrettably many communities have neglected to

uphold the dignity of the profession and to accord it the high
respect it deserves.
task.

The teaching of our children is no menial

Individually we should give rightful credit to our

teachers Who have played such an important part in shaping
our own lives

Mo..~

an~recognize

the vital part they play in the

future of our Nation.
We entrust to our teachers the guardianship and guidance
of the minds of our children, and we must be sure that the men
and women who undertake these tasks are well-qualified, wellpaid and well-respected.

Only

by

doing this can we be sure

that we will attract into teaching the number and quality of
men and women we so urgently need.
It is only through promoting and extending our

p~e

school systems that we can hope to equip our children properly
for the tasks that lie before them in the atomic age which we

'
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have created.

Q1ly if we can instill in them a profound

appreciation of the value of freedan can we prevent them from
becoming slaves of the materialism which now plagues and
threatens.us.

This we must not fail to do.

Finally, there is one other responsibility which we
must not forget.

This is the responsibility of faith.

We may

build the strongest defense, acquire the greatest wealth, and
prosper in all material things, but our accomplishments will have
little meaning if they do not rest upon a firm spiritual foundation.

It was strength of spirit which made possible the founding

of this nation, and it was that strength which supported it
through its adversities and brought it victory in the wars it
has fought.

We must renew and replenish that strengbh.

With

faith in God, faith in ourselves, and faith in our freedom, we

will surmount the obstacles which lie before us and establish
a secure peace in a world where free men may work and live
without fear.

I

Speech delivered to Grand Rapids P. T. A. Council
Civic Auditor:ium - Wednesday, February 17th, 1954
Mrs . Robert McBain - Chainnan.
We Aaerice.na are a weal tb7 u.ticm.

We are weal tbtr not onl.7

in material thinga, the natural resources with which we have been bleased
and · the high atandard of livinc we have been able to produce from them,
but we are wealthJ as well beeaase of the libertiee we enjoy and the
traditions of freedom which are so eseential a part of our aational
herit~

and which have grown and strengthened in the one hundred and

eight7 7eare of our independence.

The freedom of enterprise and initiative, the pereonal
libertiee, and the freedom of election which we enjo7 have been so
long a part of our W&J of life that we sometimes forget that they are
a part of our wealth and that, like all articles of value thq must be
cuarded and protected.

We also sometimes lose eight of the fact that

he who poese11es wealth also

~eee~ility and that

this

appliee as well to our wealth of freedom as it does to our physical
wealth.

It is about the reepone1bil1Uea which our freedom illpoeea

There are men in the world toda7 who envy and tear ua.

~

!he7 are jealoua of nr Mterial wealth, but the7 fear us far more
~~.,.;

A

becauae et our freedom, for it is that freedom which ie the source of
our atrencth and which constitutea the greateet threat to their power
over hundrede of millions of people, and their aapirationa to,., world
dominance.

The Communiet nations poeaesa the fertilit7 of eoil and

the metal and mineral depoaita to feed, clothe, and house themaelvee
as well as we have, and to produce the other comforts and luxuriee

'

,Jy
which modern science s.nd induet17 haTe proTided, but thq baTe :tailed
A

to do eo.

!he,y haTe :tailed ao1e17 because the7 are enslaTed b7 a t7r&nDT

so all peroadtoc tbat it puto to oboae &AT that boYe cone boforo.

..

Tho

~

rulere of these nations, conscious of their failure and inability to
fulfill the promises b7 which the,y led their people to :toreco freedom,
have turned their unrest and d1ssat1s:tacti6n to-ard the free world and
have entered upon a coloeaal effort to destro7 it.

The leaders of the

COIIIIUili_s t conepirac7 know full well that the existence of :treed011 is
the

~o_!t

iiJMdi).te

a~~.d

~"r~

direct threat to their power. :tor the lencer

theirApeople see before them the

~i:ticent

achieveaeRta of :tree aen,

the more likel.T the7 are to discoTer the true r ...oa :t:,..'::Jr :tar&~.. 4,._
ship and n:tfering under t7r&DD1' • and to break the bonds which preTent
.(

thea from participating in those achieveaents.

!hie threat to our securit7, unfortunate and unnece ..ar7
as it appears to us, operates in larce meawure to define our responeibilitiea as :tree men in the world toda7.
it is spirituall7 and materiall7 the

The United Statea, because

wealt~ie't

nation en ear,h, is

ua_~~

~

conspirl~~an~e~~t•r

the principal obJect of this Communiet

of the resistance to its plane for wotld conquest.

We- ~•

forced,

a,ainst our will and desire, into a concern :tor some material thincs
which we might otherwise avoid.

'

This then is our first responaibilit7 as a nation under
:treedoa.

We must nrTiTe and to do

80

we must build and mintain our

milit&rT strength so that we can defend oureelTes acainat an7 attack,
and we must be prepared to retaliate

80

surel7 and

80

deetructiTel7

that our enemies will be conTinced that their aggression will be .uicidal.
In ao preparinc ourselves, however, we must not lose sicht of the fact
that we are a peaceful nation and that our primary effort must be directed
toward maintenance and advancement of a standard of liTing which is the
wonder of the world.

Our military procram, essential as it i1 1 must

not beea.e the aainst87 of our prosperit7, but mn•t be adapted to an
econo~

directed toward the improTement of ourselves and the sharinc

of our achievement• with the less fortunate peoplee of the world.

. To do this we must etrike a balance, and this can best be
accompliehed b7 plaeinc greater reliance upon the weapons and equipaent
which modern science bas ciTen

6j'ficte~
e aue

us.~

~urn

our attention and efforts

to creater aphasia upoa. the atom bomb and lJTdropn bomb and to the
means of deliTeri:ng them to the tarcet, for it is in these weapons tbat
we find the createst deterrent to our

en~.

~IJIM.~-tk ~

,

It is almo1t ia.conceivable

that 8111" national l-.4er, knowinc the tremea.dous destrucUTe power of

4f~

these weapons, would be so _... as to unleash them upon hi1 people and
brine upon them the horror and .uffering which the7 can prodnce.

We

must expand our cuided mi1sile program, both in terms of production and
research, for in this device apparentl7 lie• the ke7 to the defense of
our cities.

You have all seen the recent releases about

•Jut.- ,

that

claasioall7 named marvel of electronic•, almost unbelievable in its
reactione, which when once launched, can locate its objective, direct
itself toward it, and destre7 it, all without human intervention.
we raeaber this device is the produc•t of onl7 a

~elatiTel7

When

few 7ears

of scientific research and technical effort, we can onl7 wonder at the
achieTements which lie before us.

,

B7 placing greater reliance upon these modern weapons,
costl7 as such a procraa aa7 appear, we can achieve our objective of
a strong national defense while reducing ita coat and ita effect upln
our econo&T.

We can tbaa reduce in aome measure the tax burden which

we must all bear, leave our induatr7 larcel7 free to

pro~ce

the goode

of peace, and limit the number of 7oung men we muat take into the armed
aervicea.

If such a course accomplished nothinc more, this last objective

would be well worth the coat, for the maintenance of a large ailitar,r
force ie the most expensive aspect of our defensive effort, both in teras
of dollars and in teras of ita impact upon the lives and careers of
our eons.

We cannot and must not, in the name of defense, apend our-

eel! into baakruptc7 and aortcace our
future to ~ch an extent that our
•
~
enea7 will achieve, throuch our~collapee, the victor7 he so ardentl7
desire•.

,
In developinc and expaadiag our nuclear weapon• we aust not
forget that the baaic forces which the7 eaplo7 have tr..endoua and
unforeseen potentialitlea for peaceful application•.

In the ..all

beclnninc• which bave been made in the use of radieactive material•
in medicine we can see alread7 the poeeibilit7 of diacoverinc the cause
and cure of man7 aaladiea which atflict mankind and which have restated
our beat efforts to control and eliminate thea.

The great energies

released in atomic fiealon give proaiae of resource• of power neYer
even dreamed of a few 7eara aco, and open before us a view ef a world
in which starvation and povert7 have no place.

In order to haaten the

4aT when these potentialities will be realised, we must as quick17 and
aa fallT ae ailitar7 neceaaitiea will permit, open these new fields to

I

-5to private initiative and enterprise.

It was these forces, operating

free of governmental control and directioa, which brought us to our
present high level and they should be given the new tools to work with.

We, of course, are not alone in our struggle acainst world
communism.

There are other nations who enjoy freedom and who cherish

it as devotedly aa we do.

As President Eisenhower has so aptly stated:

• More closely than eyer before, American freedom is interlocked with
the freedom of other people.

In the unity of the free world lies our

beat chance to reduce the Communist threat without war.

In the task of

maintaining this unity and strengthening all its parts, the greatest
responsibility falls to those who, like ourselves, retain the most
freedom and the most strength.•

Our job, therefore, is to strengthen and extend those

alliances like the Worth Atlantic Treatz,in which we have joined with
other nations and by whiah we present a

~te4

front to our enemy.

In doing so, however, we must not forget that we are a sovereign nation
among aovereign nations.

We cannot dictate, but must lead and we must

recogni1e that each of our allies bas its own background and problems
which mq result in attitudes rand opinions different from ours.

We

must be tolerant of these differences, just as we are tolerant of
differences amongst ourselves, and we must seek by persuasion an*compromise to reach a common cround.

To resort to any other course

would be to follow the pattern of the Communists who are so unsure of
themselves that they cannot co-operate, but must conquer to ensure the
loyalty of other peoplea.

'
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In dealing with our allies, however, we must insist upon
the

mn~lit7

of our obligation•.

Although we are the largest and stronceat

of the free nations eur resources are not unlimited and we cannot be
expected to ehoulder the burden of our common defense alone.

!o do so

could onl7 result in our ultimate wealtnen and in bringing about the
disaster wa have united to preTent.

Bach nation must contribute to our

mutual defense according to ita abilit7 and •••• must be permitted to
shirk its

r~aponaibilit7

in this respact.

B7 following this course,

we will develop the spiritual unit7 which comes from ebarinc a common
burden and our conviction of ultimate vietor7 will be atrengthened.

There are in the world
from the

et~le

·~

peoplee who would stand aloof

in which we are engaged.

Some of these have onl7

recentl7 achieved national independence and are faced with domestic
probl•• of overwhelming mapitude, comparable to those which
faced almoat two centuries ago.

01U'

natioa

To these we mutt extend our friendship

and we must stand read7 to offer the material aaeietance that th17 need.
!hie aid, however, must be limited for onl7 b7 self-reliance can they
achieve the dignit7 of free men.

Ae concerned ae we must be with the international aepects
of our responsibilitiea ae free men, we must not neglect our oblication
to establish a etrong and developing

econo~

at home.

Indeed, unless

we maintain a high measure of domestic prosperity we cannot hope to
achieve our international objectives for it ie that proaperit7 which
eu:pports our mill tar7 procraa and underlies our efforts to make peace
aecure.

I

To achieve thia goal, all segments of our people muat cooperate and none must seek to gain an advantage at the expense of another.

While there are, and will be, differences among us as to how

our prosperity can best be obtained and these differences will in some
measure reflect our station in life and the

w~

we earn our living, we

must aever permit them to become CrTstallized into claas attitudes.
It ia the theory of the claas atruggle, labor againat capital, which
underlies the Marxian philosophy and this is the tool by which the modern
Oommuniat hopes to create dissension amone ua and to weaken our cauae.

We are a rich nation and we are better nourished, better
clothed, and better housed than any other people on earth.

The

automobile, the radio and television, and the telephone, which to
us have become so commonplace, are still regarded as luznries by the
ordinary citizen in many other countriea and even the bathtub, to us
a necessity, is as rare as a precious jewel in

maar

areas.

Although

we have eluma in our large cities and some rural areas do not enjoy
a full measure of modern comfort, we can, and will, eliminate
these deficienciea.

Oar prosperity must be achieved through the medt.tm of

private enterprise and initiative.

It is because we have been free

to accumulate capital and to risk it in aew and untried undertakincs
that we have been able to attain the high levels we have reached, and
it ia thia freedom upon which we must rely to carry ua forward.

True

procreaa can be made only if we are able, through our own efforta, to
make a 11 ttle more than we need and to use thi a surplua to earn more
of the worlds gooda for us.

Thia freedom muet be

~reeerved

and nurtured

for it is the foundation upon which our entire structure of liberty reate.

'
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There are those aaoac; us who hold the view that our
induetrial aoeiet7 has become eo complex that we no loncer can afford
to encourace private enterprise, but must look to the federal
coverument ae somewhat of a parent whose dnt7 lt is to feed and clothe
ita children and to see that the7 are all properl7 sheltered.

With

thie theor7 I cannot acre• and I r•ind ita adhereata that while a parent
baa certain duties, he also has the richt to discipline h!a children,
to restrict their freedom and to direct their activities into the
channels he deems best for them.

Our covernment, of course, baa ita

reaponeibilities in the promotion of our economic welfare, but its
powere in this connection are, and must continne to be reetricted to
certain areae of activlt7.

We suet beware of, and avoid the tendenc7

toward parental coverument tor in that direction liea the end of our
freedom.

In the tronbled timea in which we live, it i1 only natural
that the material aapecte of our responsibilities under freedom should
pve us eo mu.ch concern and demand eo much of our attention.

Quo

entire wa7 of life is uader attack: bJ an enem.J motivated and pided b7
a materialtetic philosophy and we cannot afford to neclect those thinca
in which he professes to find hie strencth and by which he seeks to
dominate the world.

If we did otherwiee we would fail to meet the challenge

which haa 'been laid down to us.

Despite this urcency, bowever, we must not tercet our
responsibilities to the spiritual and intellectual aspects of eur
freedom.

It is these which distincuish ue from our enemy, and which,

I
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in the

lo~

run, constitute our createst strength.

The Communist

recarda man as onl7 a part of a machine which must move in predetermined
patterns dictated by the movements of other parts, and by the will of
the state aa the

npre~~~e

operator. "We, on the other hand, profess and

uphold the dignity of maa as an individual possessing a free will and
capable of achieving his coals in co-operation with other men.

We

insiet that men can determine what is beat for themselves, only if they
are free to think about and discuss alternative courses of action and
that there is no man, or group of men, so wise and so omniacient that
they can lay down the obJectives which should be
which whould be followed.

ao~ht,

and the paths

It is because we adhere to theae principles

that we will ultimately triumph for it is these which constitute our
stroncest appeal to the minds of man all over the world, and which
will finally win over the maases which the communist rulers have enslaved.

To achieve this end, our first responsibility is to
strencthen our freedoa here at home.

We muet preserve and strencthen

the right of every man to formulate aad held to his own opinions on

relipoua, poll tical, and social questions, and we must guar&D.tee hit
right to apeak: and diecul8 th•.

The problems which we face in theee

areas today, caplex and vexing though thq are, are ao different in
their basic nature than those which have troubled men since the time
they first appeared on this earth.

The7 have continued to placu.e un

only because he was not free throuch the greater part of his hlstor,r,
to d1seu11 them, but labored under one kind of oppression or another
which forced him into patterns determined upon by rulers who thought
that they had found the anewere.

The fact that these tyrannies passed

,
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awq ia clear proof that the t7raate were wroag and the aaae tate awai h
their modern da7 imitators.

Opinions and ideas, like. commodities, receive their
createet teat in the free competition of the market place, and it
is onl7 the best that can survive that competitioa.

The great and

far seeing aen who drafted our Constitution and instated upon inclusion
of the Bill of Rights, recopised this principle and nothing which
bas occurred since that da;r baa weakened its truth.

Man baa enJoyed

the rights of freedom of religion, freedom of speech, and freedom of
the presa onl7 for a rela.t1vel7 few years and in that period baa ma4e
hie greateat progress in hie forward •rch.

We aat oontinue that

progress b;r gaardinc and preserving the liberties which JR&de it
poasible.

In order to formulate their opiniona and ideas men must
have access to knowledge and information and we must encourace and develop the instrumentalitiea which disseminate thea.

Perhaps the greatest

developments of our industrial ace is to be found in the field of
commanication and the facilities which we haYe created must be tree
from gOTernmental authority.

The citi•ena who print our bookl and news-

papers and who operate our radio and television stations must be free
of unnecessary control and censorship lest these de'Yicea be the means
of impoeing political oppreeeion.
ities are the teola of freedom,

~t

In the bands of tree men, these facilin the hands of tyrants th87 are

the meana of establishing and ma1ntaining power.

The men who own and

control them, of course, have the responsibility of eeeinc that the;r

'
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1erve their proper function and operate in the public good.

!hey IIUst

not be used in auch a manner that they promote sensationalism,
b.Tsterla, or crime, but the avoidance of this e'f'il must be larcely
left to the owners themselves who must Judge the worth of their
product by the

exte~:~.t

to which it finds acceptance in the market place.

This accesa to knowledge, of course, must extend to all
fields and must include theories and viewpoints which may be
popular.

u&-

Our acienUats and scholars must be free to experiment a.n.d

to challence established beliefs for it is throuch such

experime~:~.tation

and challenge tba t we haTe made our grea teat dridea forward.

Jurther-

more, we must all be giTen access to their findings and conclusions,
for unleu they are available to all, they lose their value.

Liberty, of course, is not license and to adTocate and
defend freedom of

~eech

and discusaioa does aot mean that we aust

not protect ourselTes againat those who abuse thea.

The leaeera of world coamuniam are ruthleaa and crafty
aen.

OD.e of the principal techniquea they have used to facilitate their

conquesta i1 that of creating dissension amonc the citizens of the
nation they aeek to overcome and of having those among them who share
their Tiewa insinuate themaelTea into positions of authority and power.
In recent years, thia baa beea one of the moat serious threats which
we baTe faced.

Unfortunatel7, there are here in America, eome who baTe
been so beguiled by the siren song of communism that they have enlisted

,
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in 1t 1 c&ule and aought to overthrow the &Tatem which nurtured tha.
Concealing their

t~e

motives and intentions, the7 have risen to

poai tiona of authcr1 t7 and power in our goveruent and b7 miapiding
ita policiea and miadirecting ita aetione have sought to weaken and
ultiaatel7 deatro7 it.

Man7

of these have been discovered and ez-

poaed to public view, but we must be vigilant lest othere take
their places.

!o do thie is not to deatro7 freedom, but to preserve it,
for these people are the enaiea of freedom.

Profeaaing a love of

l1bert7. they have used U as a ahield to carey on their inaidioua
labors at the direction of a foreicn power.

lhie we c&Dnot pera1t1

But in expoling and deetro7inc this evil we must be careful.
We aust do it within the fraaework of the principles and cuarantiea
upon which we place euch high value. and we must not become like our
en_,. in our airucclea acainei him..

Ou.r effort• mat be directed

apinat the true adhereata of cOIIUilU.niu aad we must aot be diverted
to attacks upoa the innocent eimpl7 becauae thq hold opinioaa
oppoaed to our own, or behave in a manner of which we do not approve.
To do otherwise would perait the

~ilt7

to escape and allow them to

carry on their nefarioue work.

We are a diverse nation, composed of man7 different
racial groupinca and embracing •aDT different relicioue beliefs and
creeds.

If we are to remain a free nation. each of us auat become tol-

erant of our neighbors;

tolerant not in the eenae of

~tting

up with

'
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somethiag, as a parent is tolerant of a fract1oua child, but tolerant
in the sense of understanding.

While we all hold to our own beliefs

and live up to them as our conscience dictates, we must recocnise and
defend the rlchh of others to pur.Ue the aaae course.

We m:ust learn

to Talue and appreciate each man for what he is and to judge hia upon
the basta of what he has done, and we .uat oppose dtacrlainatlona baaed
upon race, creed, or color.

This .uat be done not onl7 because it is

fundamental to the principles we profess, but

be~••

the existence

of such discriaiaation in our midst, uall thouch U be, baa been
used b7 communist

pro~diata

in their efforts to cain the adherence

ef some peoplea wboae friendship we deaire.
more positive reason wb7 we must do this.

But there is another and
We are encaced in a colossal

task and the problema which we face are almost owrwhelainc.

!o

achien aucoess, we JBU.st draw upon our human resources to the f'a.lleat
extent and each of our cttizene mu.st be permitted to contribute his
share accordinc to his abilities and unhindered b7 artificial barriers.
We cannot afford waste, and to deny a aan the prtvilece of contributinc
to our common effort because of his color or religious beliefs is waste
of the most inexcusable kind.

Aaother priJu.r7 reaponaibilit7 which is b:poaed upon us
as free aen, and one which is parttcalarl7 important tocla7, 1B that
of educating our children in the VS78 of freedom.

It is primarily for

thea lbat we labor and strive to preserve our heritace, and we

~st

ciTe them a 1'1111 appreciation and und.eratandiDg of the values which have
aade this nation creat.

!he youth of our natioa is our createst resource

and we m:ust not neglect it.

'
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In the last fifteen years, circumstances forced ua to
devote the principal part of our energies to the wiDninc of a major
war and the preparation of our military defenses and we were not able
to build the achoola and other edncational facilities which normally
would have been constructed.

The fact that in this period our pop..

ulation has increased treaendouslr has enha.D.ced the inadeq_uacr of our
present etuipment.

In almoat everT area of the country we find schools

that are old and dilapidated, claaeroua that are overcrowded., and
playcround facilities that are inadequate.

Oar first step, then, mast be to build. new schools, adequate
to our present needa and the needa of the immediate future.

This, of

course, is a matter of community and state responsibility and we aa
parents and teachers 1111st see to 1t that our local goveramenia take
the neceasar, aeaaurea to remedy the si tuatlon.

It 1 s groups such as

yours which nat take the initiative in planning and preparinc programs,
for only you know beat the needs of your community and the means by
which the;y can be most expedientlT met.

!at even more alarming, and less eaey to overcome, than

the inadequacy of the phyaioal equipment of our school ayet•s, is
the ahortage of teachers which exiata throughout the nation.
reasone for this are apparent.

The

!he salaries which we pay our taachera

have not kept pace with the rise in the cost of living which baa
occurred over the paet few years and. the young • • and women who
otherwise might have entered the profession have turned to more
profitable fields of endeavor.

Manr commuaitiee, furthermore, have

neglected to uphold the dignity of the profeasion and to accord it the

,
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respect it deserves.

Regrettably, in some areas teaching is toda7

looked upon as a menial task and those who engace in 1 t are held in
low esteem.

We auat move, and llOTe quickly, to remeq this situation.
We eatrast to our teachers the guardianship and pidauce of the miads
of our children and we must be sure that the men and womea whe undertake these taska are

well~ualified,

well-paid, and well-respected.

Only by doing this can we be au.re that we will attract into teaching the
nuber and quality of men and women we so urgently need.

It is onl7 throa.gh promoting and extending ou.r public
school systems that we can hope to equip our children properly for
the tasks that lie before them in the atomic age whifa we have created.
Only if we can iastiU in them a prefound appreciation of the value of
freedom can we prevent them from becoming slaves of the aateriali•
which now placues and threatens us.

This we muat not fail to do.

JiD&lly, there is one other responsibility which we must
not forget.

!bat is the responsibility of faith.

We aay build the

strongest defense, acquire the greatest wealth, and prosper in all

'

material things, bat our accomplishments will have little meaning if
they do not rest upon a firm epiritul foundation.

It vas atrencth of

spirit which made possible the founding of this nation and it was
that strencth which supported it through its adverliUea and broupt
it rlctory b. the wars it bas fought.
that strength.

We must renew and replenish

W:lth faith in Qed, faith in ourselves, and faith in our
•c.• ; 0

freedom, we will au.rmount the obstacles which lie before us and establish

· (·;

u
t .•.;

a secure peace in a world where free men may work and live without fear.

,,,

<\
(.;."' \

Sp~ech by REPRESENTATIVE GERALD R. FORD, JR.
P. T. A. Founders Day Banquet
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We Americans are a wealthy nation. \'lie are wealth7 not only 1n material
things, the natural resources with which -we have been blessed, and the high
standard of living we have been able to produce trcm thaa, but we are wealthy as
well because of the liberties we enjoy and the traditions of treedCD which are eo
essential a part of our national heritage, and which have grown and strengthened
in the one hundred and eighty Jears of our independence.
The freedom of enterprise and initiative, the personal liberties, and the
freedom of election which we enjo7 have been so long a part of our wq of life
that we aanetimea forget that they ara a part or our wealth, and that, like all
articles or value, they must be guarded and protected.

vJe also sometimes lose

sight of the fact that he Who possesses wealth also bears a corresponding reaponaibili ty, and that this applies as well to our wealth of freedam as it does to
our physical and material assets.

It is about the responsibilities Which our treedCIIl

imposes upon us today, both as a nation and as individuals, that I would like to
discuss tonight,
There are men 1n the world todq who en"iy and tear us.

'!bey are jealous

of our tremendous material wealth, but they tear us far more because ot our price-

'

less freedom, for it is that freedom Which is the source of our strength, and which
constitutes the greatest threat to their power over hundreds ot millions ot people
and their aspirations to ruthless world dominance,

'lbe Communist nations posaess

the fertility ot soil and the metal and mineral deposita to feed, clothe, and
house themselves as well as we have, and to produce the other comforts and luxuries
which modem science and industry have provided, but they have miserably tailed to
do so.

They have tailed solely because they are enslaved by a tyranny

pervading that it puts to shame any that have gone before,

10

all

The tyranical rulers

ot these nations, conacious ot their failure and inability to tultill the promises
b;y which they led their people to forego freedom, have tumed their unrest and dissatisfaction toward the tree world, and have entered upon a colossal etto.t to
destroy it.

The leaders of the COIJIIlunist conapirac;y know full well that the exi•-

tence of freedom is the most illmediate and direot threat to their power, tor the
longer their distressed people see before them the magnificent achieveaents ot
~· ~' o 1? o

tree men, the more likely the;y are to discover the true reason tor their hardship
<:)

and suffering under tyranny, and to break the Kremlin-imposed bonds Which preve ...,
\ c.:'.

\ >

them fran participating in those achievements.

<',.... '

~·
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t~reat

to our security, unfortunate and unnecessary as it appears to

us, operates in large measure to define our responsibilities as free men in the
world today.

'lb.e United States, because it is spiritually and materlall7 the

wealthiest nation on earth, is the principal object of this Coamunist conspiracy,
both from within and without, and consequently we will be the center ot the resistance to its plans for world conquest.

We are thus forced, against our will

and desire, into a concern for acme material things which we might otherwise avoid.
This then is our first responsibility as a nation under freedom.

We must

survive, and to do so, we must build and maintain our military strength so that
we can defend ourselves against any attack, and we must be prepared to retaliate
so surely and so destruct! vel7 that our enemies will be convinced that their aggreesion will be suicidal.

In so preparing ourselves, however, we must not lose sight

of the tact that we are a peaceful nation, and that our primary effort must be
directed toward maintenance and advancement of a standard of 11ving which is the
wonder of the world.

Our military program, essential as it is, must not beccme the

mainstay of our prosperity, but must be adapted to an economy directed toward the
improvement of ourselves, and the sharing of our achievements with the less fortunate peoples of the world.
To do this we must strike a delicate balance, and this can best be accomplished
by placing greater reliance upon the weapons and equipment which modern science has
@1ven us.

Of necessity we must turn our attention and efforts to greater emphasis

upon the atom bomb and hydrogen bomb, and to the means of delivering them to the
target, tor. it is in these weapons that we find the greatest deterrent to our enemy.
It is almost inconceivable that any national leader, even one in the Kremlin,
knowing the tremendous destructive power of these weapons, would be so insane as

to unleash them upon his people and bring upon them. the horror and sutferins which
they can produce.

We must expand our guided missile program, both in terms of

production and research, for in this device apparently lies the key to the defense
of our cities.

You have all seen the recent releases about 11Nike", that classically'

named marvel of electronics, almost unbelievable in its reactions, which when once
launched, can locate its objective, direct itself toward it, and destroy it, all
without human intervention.

When we remember this device is the produce of only a

relatively few years of scientific research and technical effort, we can onl7
wonder at the achievements which lie before us.

I
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placing greater reliance upon these modern weapons, costly as such a

program may appear, we can achieve our objective of a strong national defense While
reducing its cost and its effect upon our economy.

We can thus reduce in some

measure the tax burden which we must all bear, leave our industry largely tree to
produce ·the goods of peace, and limit the number or young men we must take into the
armed services.

If such a course accomplished nothing more, this last objective

would be well worth the cost, tor the maintenance of a large military force is the
most expensive aspect of our defensive effort, both in terms of dollars and in terms
of its

~act

upon the lives and careers or our sons.

We cannot, and must not,

in the name of defense, spend ourself into bankruptcy and mortgage our nation 1 s

future to such an extent that our enemy will achieve, through our economic collapse'·
the victory he so ardently desires.
In developing and expanding our nuclear weapons we must not forget that the
basic forces which they employ have tremendous and unforeseen potentialities for
peaceful applications.

In the small beginnings which have been made in the use of

radioactive materials in medicine, we can see already the possibility or discovering
the cause and cure of many maladies which afflict mankind and which have resisted
our best efforts to control and eliminate them.

The great energies released in atomic

fission give promise of resources of power never even dreamed of a few years ago,
and open before us a view of a world in which starvation and poverty have no place.
In order to hasten the day when these potentialities will be realized, we must as
quickly and as tully as military necessities will permit, open these new fields to
private initiative and enterprise.

It was these forces, operating free or govern-

mental control and direction, which brought us to our present high level, and it
makes sense that now they should be given the new tools to work with,. to see what
practical benefits will accrue to all mankind.
vie, ot course, are not alone in our struggle against world coumunism.

are other nations who enjoy freedom and who cherish it as devotedly as we do.

There
AI

President Eisenhower has so aptly stated, "More closely than ever before, American
freedom is interlocked with the freedom of other people.. In the unity of the free
world lies our best chance to reduce the Communist threat without war.. In the task
of maintaining this unity and strengthening all its parts, the greatest responsibility

present a united front to our col!lllon enemy.. In doing so, however;,. we must not forger..---

'

.
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that we are a sovereign nation among sovereign nativns. We cannot dictate, but must
lead and we must

recogni~:e

that each of our allies has its own background and problems

which may result in attitudes and opinions different from ours.

We must be tolerant

of these differences, just as we are tolerant of differences amongst ourselves,
and we must seek by persuasion and compromise to reach a common ground.

To resort

to any other course would be to follow the pattern of the Communists who are so
unsure of themselves that they cannot cooperate, but must conquer and dictate to
ensure even superficial loyalty of other peoples.
In dealing with our allies, however, we must insist upon the mutuality of
our

obligations~

Although we are the largest and strongest ot the free nations, our

resources are not unlimited, and we cannot be'expected to shoulder the burden ot
our common defense alone.

To do so could only result in our ultimate weakness, and

in bringing about the disaster we have united to prevent.

Each nation must contri-

bute to our mutual defense according to its ability, and none must be permitted to
shirk its responsibility in this respect.

By following this course, we will

develop the spiritual unity which comes from sharing a common burden and our conviction of ultimate victory will be strengthened.
Unfortunately there are in the world some peoples and their leaders who would
stand aloof from the basic struggle in which we are engaged,

It is true some of

'

these people have only recently achieved national independence and consequently are
faced with domestic problems of overwhelming magnitude, comparable to those which
our nation faced almost two centuries ago.

To these we must extend our friendship,

and we must stand ready to offer any reasonable material assistance that they need.
This aid and assistance, however, must be intelligently and constructively llmited,
tor only by self-reliance can they achieve the dignity of free men.
As concerned as we must be with the international aspects of our responsibi ..
lities as free men, we must not neglect our obligation to establish a strong and
developing economy at home.

Indeed, unless we maintain a high measure of domestic

prosperity we cannot hope to achieve our international objectives, tor it is that
prosperity which supports our military program and underlies our efforts to make
peace secure'!
To achieve this goal, all sepents of our people must cooperate, and none
must seek to gain an untair advantage at the expense of another.

~~ile

there are,

and will be, differences among us as to how our prosperity can best be obtained,
and these differences will in some measure reflect our station in life and the

w"'

we earn our Uving, we mut never pe:mdt them to become ceystalUzed into class

~.

,.
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It is the theory of the class struggle, labor against capital, which

underlies the Marxian philosophy, and this ia the tool by which the modem Communist
hopes to create dissension among us and to weaken our cause.
Vwe are a rich nation and we are better nourished, better clothed, and better
housed than any other people on earth.

The automobile, the radio and television,

and the telephone, which to us have become so commonplace, are still regarded as
luxuries by the ordinary citizen in many other countries, and even the bathtub,
to us a necessity, is as rare as a precious jewel in many areas.

Although we have

slums in our large cities, and samerural areas do not enjoy a full measure of
modern comfort, we can, and will eliminate these deficiencies.
Our prosperity must be achieved through the medium of private enterprise and
initiative.

It is because we have been free to accumulate capital, and to risk it

in new and untried undertakings that we have been able to attain the high levels
we have reached, and it is this freedom upon which we must rely to carry us forward.
True progress can be made only if we are able, through our own efforts, to make a
little more than we need, and to use this surplus to earn more of the world's goods
for us.

This freedom must be preserved and nurtured, for it is the foundation upon

which our entire structure of liberty rests.
There are those among us who hold the view that our industrial society has
become so complex that we no longer can afford to encourage private enterprise, but
must look to the federal government as somewhat of a parent whose duty it is to
feed and clothe its children, and to see that they are all properly sheltered.
this theory I cannot agree.

With

We must remember that a parental government, once it

undertakes the colossal job of directly clothing, feeding and sheltering its brood,
inevitably must restrict their freedom and direct their

d~

by

rigid channels the all-powerful government deems best for them.

d~

activities into

Our government,

of course, has its rifhtful responsibilities in the promotion of our economic
welfare, but its powers in this connection are, and must continue to be restricted
to certain areas of activitj.

We must beware of, and avoid the tendency toward

parental government, for in that direction lies the end of our freedom.
In the troubled times in which we live, it is only natural that the material
aspects of our responsibilities under freedom should give us so much concern and
demand so much of our attention.

Our entire way of life is under attack by an enemy

motivated and guided by a materialistic philosophy, and we cannot afford to neglect
those things in which he professes to find his strength, and by which he seeks to
dominate the world.

If we did otherwise we would fail to meet the challenge which

'

......

..-
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-6has been laid down to us.
Despite this urgency, however, we must not forget our responsibilities to the
spiritual and intellectual aspects of our freedom.

It is these wbich distinguish

us from our enemy, and which in the long run, constitute our greatest strength.

The

Communist regards man as only a part of a machine which must move in predetermined
patterns dictated by the movements of other parts, and by the will of the state as
the supreme operator.

We, on the other hand, profess and uphold the dignity of man

as an individual possessing a free will and capable of achieving his goals in cooperation with other men.

We insist that men can determine what is best tor themselves,

only if they are free to think about and discuss alternative courses of action, and
that there is no man, or group of men, so wise and so omniscient that they can lay
down the objectives which should be sought,. and the paths which should be followed.
It is because we adhere to these principles that we will ultimately triumph, for it
is these which constitute our strongest appeal to the minds of men all over the world,
and which will finally win over the untold millions which the Communist rulers have
enslaved ..
To achieve this end, our first responsibility is to strengthen our freedom
here at home.
and

We must preserve and strengthen the right of eveey man to formulate

. hold to his own opinions on religious, political, and social questions, and

we must guarantee his right to speak and discuss them.

'

The problems which we face

in these areas today, complex and vexing though they are, are no different in their
basic nature than those which have tToubled men since the time they first appeared
on this earth.

They have continued to plague man only because he was not free through

the greater part of his history, to discuss them, but labored under one kind of oppression or another which forced him into patterns determined upon by rulers who thought
that they had found the answers.

The fact that these tyrannies passed away is clear

protSf that the tyrants were wrong and the same fate awaits their modern day imitators.
Opinions and ideas, like commodities, receive their greatest test in the free
competition of the market place, and it is only the best that can survive that competition.

The great and far-seeing men who drafted our Constitution, and insisted

upon inclusion of the Bill of Rights, recognized this principle, and nothing which
has occurred sinc.e that day has weakened its truth.

Man has enjoyed the rights of

freedom of religicn, freedom of speech, and freedom of the press only for a relatively
few years, and in that period has made his greatest progress in his forward march. /:;--:~i~z;~~

,.

fJ

vie must continue that progress by guarding and preserving the liberties which made t

¥'.

\-.

it possible..

"<,...\

~ \J
.J:>
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-7In order to formulate their opinions and ideas men must have access to
knowledge and information, and we must encourage and develop the instrumentalities
which disseminate them.

Perhaps the greatest developnents of our industrial ae-e

are to be found in the field of communication, and the facilities which we have
created must be free frcm governmental dictation.

The citizens who print our books

and newspapers, and who operate our radio and television stations must be free of
unnecessary and unwise control and censorship lest these aevices be the means of
imposing political oppressior.

In the hands of free men, these facilities are the

tools of freedom, but in the hands of tyrants they are the means ot establishing
and maintaining power.

The men who own and control them, of course, have the

tremendous responsibility of seeing that they serve their proper tunction and
operate in the public good.

They must not be used in such a manner that they promote

sensationalism, hysteria, or crime.

The owners and producers, if they live up to

their responsibilities to society as a whole, will not seek temporary commercial
success at the expense of the public good.

Furthermore, as they must know, dis-

regard for the public welfare will inevitably result in local, state and federal
governmental interference in their day to day operations.
This access to knowledge, of course, must extend to all fields and must
include theories and viewpoints which may be unpopular.

,

OUr scientists and scholars

must be tree to experiment and to challenge established beliefs for it is through
such experimentation and challenge that we have made our greatest strides forward.
Furthermore, we must all be given access to their findings and conclusionsJ for
unless they are available to all, they lose their value.
Liberty, of course,

!! not

license, and to advocate and defend freedom of

speech and discussion does not mean that we must not protect ourselves against those
who naively or willfully abuse them.
The leaders of world communism are ruthless and crafty men.

One of the

principal techniques they have used to facilitate their conquests is that of creating
dissension among the citizens of the nation they seek to overcame, and of having
those among them who share their views insinuate themselves into positions of
authority and power.

In recent years, this has been one of the most serious threats

which we have faced.
--~~

Unfortunately, there are here in America, some who have been so beguiled by
/

the siren song of Comm.nism that they have enlisted in its cause and soughtto ove~~·
throw the system which nurtured them.
they have risen to positions of

~URo

~~

E)

Concealing their true motives and i n t e n t i o u ,

authorit~

.

and power in our government, and by

w6

~~
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misguiding its policies and misdirecting its actions, have sought to weaken and
ultimately destroy it. Many of these have been discovered and exposed to public view,
but we must be vigilant lest others take their places.
To do this is not to destroy freedom, but to preserve it, for these people
are the enemies of freedom.

Professing a love of liberty, they have used it as a

shield to carry on their insidious labors at the direction of a for&ign power.

This

we cannot permit!
But in exposing and destroying this evil we must be careful. We must do it
within the framework of the principles and guaranties upon which we place such high
value, and we must not become like our enemy in our struggles against him.

Our ef.trts

must be directed against the true adherents of Communism and we must not be diverted
to attacks upon the innocent simply because they hold opinions opposed to our own,
or behave in a manner of which we do not approve.

To do otherwise would permit

the guilty to escape and allow them to carr.y on their nefarious work.
We are a diverse nation, composed of many different racial groupings and
embracing many different religious beliefs and creeds.

If we are to remain a free

nation, each of us must become tolerant of our neighbors; tolerant not in the sense
of putting up with something, as

~

parent is tolerant of a fractious child, but

tolerant in the sense of understanding. While we all hold to our own beliefs and

'

live up to them as our conscience dictates, we must recognize and defend the rights
of others to pursue the same course.

ltle

must leam to value and appreciate each

man for what he is, and to judge him upon the basis of what he has done, and we must
oppose discriminations based upon race, creed, or color.

This must be done not only

because it is fundamental to the principles we profess, but because the existence
of such discrimination in our midst, small though it be, has been used by Communist
propagandists in their efforts to gain the adherence of some peoples whose friendship
we desire.

But there is another and more positive reason why we must do this. We

are engaged in a colossal task, and the problems which we face are almost overwhelming.
To aehieve success, we must draw upon our human resources to the fullest extend, and
each of our citizens must be permitted to contribute his share according to his
abilities and unhindered by artificial barriers. We cannot afford waste, and to
deny a man the privilege of contributing to our common effort because of his color
or religious beliefs is waste of the most inexcusable kind.
Another primary responsibility which is imposed upon us as free men, and on,
which is particularly important today, is that of educating our children in the
of freedom.

j

w~a

It is primarily for them that we labor and strive to preserve our heri- _

I

I

-" '
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-9tage and we must give them a full appreciation and understanding of the values which
have made this nation great.

The youth of our nation is our greatest resource and

we must not neglect it.
In the last fifteen years, circumstances forced us to devote the principal
part of our energies to the winning of a major war, and the preparation of our military defenses, and we were not able to build the schools and other educational facilities which normally would have been constructed.

The fact that in this period our

population has increased tremendously has aggravated the inadequacy of our present
equipment.

In almost every area of the country we find schods that are old and di;,.

lapidated, classrooms that are overcrowded, and playground facilities that are inadequate.
OUr first step, then, must be to build new schools, adequate to our present
needs and the needs of the immediate future.

This, of course, is a matter of community

and state responsibility, and we as parents and teachers must see to it that our
'

local governments take the necessary measures to remedy the situation.

It is groups

such as yours which must take the initiative in planning and preparing programs, for
only you know best the needs of the community, and the means by which they can be
most expediently met.

All of us can be rightfully proud of the forward-looking action

taken by our citizens in this area in meeting the school facilities problem.

The

results will pay big dividends in the years ahead and our children can thank those
responsible for having accomplished the job within the community without interference
or bureaucracy-diminished dollars from Washington.
But even more alarming, and less easy to overcome, than the inadequacy of
the physical equipment of our school systems, is the shortage of teachers which exists
throughout the nation.

The reasons for this are apparent.

The salaries which most

communities pay our teachers have not kept pace with the rise in the cost of living
which has occurred over the past few years, and many young men and women who

otherwis~

might have entered the profession have understandably turned to more profitable fields
of endeavor.

Regrettably many communities have neglected to uphold the dignity of

the profession and to accord it the high respect it deserves.
children is no menial task.

The teaching of our

Individually we should give rightful credit to our

teachers who have played such an important part in shaping our own lives and in
addition recognize the vital part they play in the future of our nation.
V.e entrust to our teachers the guardianship and guidance of the minds of our
children, and we must be sure that the men and women who undertake these tasks are
well-qualified, well paid and well-respected.

Only by doing this can we be sure that

we will attract into teaching the number. and quality of men and women we so urgently

,
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need.
It is only through promoting and extending our school systems that we can
hope to equip our children properly for the tasks that lie
age which we have created.

befor~

them in the atomic

Only if we can instill in them a profound appreciation of

the value of freedom can we prevent them from becoming slaves of the materialism
which now plagues and threatens us.

This we must not fail to do.

F±ally, there is one other responsibility which we must not forget.
the responsibiEty of faith.

This is

vie may build the strongest defense, acquire the greatest

wealth, and prosper in all material things, but our accomplishments will have little
meaning if they do not rest upon a firm spiritual foundation.

It was strength of

spirit which made possible the founding of this nation, and it was that strength
which supported it
has fought.

throu~

its adversities and brought it victory in the wars it

We must renew and replenish that strength.

v'Jith faith in God, faith in

ourselves, and faith in our freedom, we will surmount the obstacles which lie before
us and establish a secure peace in a world where free men may work and live without
fear.

'
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We Americans are a wealth7 nation. We are wealth7 not only in material
things, the natural resources with which
standard of living we have been able

~e

have been blessed, and tbe high

to produce trcm the, but we are weal.th7 as

well because ot the liberties we enjoy and the traditions of treedca which are eo
essential a part of our national heritage, and which have grown and strqthened
in the one hundred and eighty years ot our inclependence.

The freedom ot enterprise and initiative, the personal liberties, and the
freedom ot election which we enjoy have been so long a part of our way ot lite
that we scmetimes forget that they ara a part ot our wealth, and that, like all
articles ot value, they must be guarded and protected. \'Je also sometimes lose
sight ot the tact that he Who possesses wealth also bears a corresponding responsibility, and that this applies as well to our wealth ot freedom as it ctoes to
our physical and material assets.

It is about the responsibilities which our treedOII

imposes upon us today, both as a nation and as individuals, that I would like to
discuss tonight.
There are men in the world today who envy and tear us.

'lhq are jealous

,

ot our tremendous material wealth, but they tear us tar more because of our priceless freedom, tor it is that freedom which is the source ot our strength, and which
constitutes the greatest threat to their power over hundreds ot mil).iona ot people
and their aspirations to ruthless world dominance.

'!he CCIIDDlunist nations posaess

the fertility ot soil and the metal and mineral depoaits to teed, clothe, and
house thanselves as well as we have, and to produce the other comforts anct luxuries
which modem science and industry have provided, but they have miserabq tailed to
do so.

They have tailed solely because they are enslaved by a tyranny so all

pervading that it puts to shame any that have gone before.

ot these nations, conacious ot their failure

The tyranical rulers

and inability to tultill the promises

by which they led their people to forego freedom, have tumed their unrest and dissatisfaction toward the tree world, and have entered upon a colossal effort to
destroy it.

The leaders ot the COIIIIlunist conapiracy know full well that the exis-

tence ot freedom is the most ilmediate and direat threat to their power, tor the
longer their distressed people see before them the magnificent achievements ot
tree men, the more likeq they are to discover the true reason tor their hardship/- . f o ~ lJ
7~

,<:)

and suffering under tyranny, and to break the KND11n-illlposed bonds which prev~

~

~)
:t,/

'(__Y'

> _.)

them fran participating in those achievements.

( "
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-2This threat to our security, unfortunate and unnecessary as it appears to
us, operates in large measure to define our responsibilities as tree men in the
world today.

The United States, because it is spiritually and materially the

wealthiest nation on earth, is the principal object of this Communist conspiracy,
both fran within and without, and consequentl7 we will be the center of the resistance to its plans for world

conquest~

We are thus forced, against our will

and desire, into a concern tor sane material things which we might otherwise avoid.
This then is our first responsibility as a nation under freedom.

We must

survive, and to do so, we must build and maintain our military strength so that
we can defend ourselves against any attack, and we must be prepared to retaliate
so surely and so destructively that our enemies will be convinced that their aggreesion will be suicidal.

In so preparing ourselves, however, we must not lose sight

ot the tact that we are a peaceful nation,

and that our primary effort must be

directed toward maintenance and advancanent of a standard of living which is the
wonder of the world.

Our military program, essential as it is, must not beccme the

mainstay of our prosperit7, but must be adapted to an economy directed toward the
improvement of ourselves, and the sharing of our achievements with the lese fortunate peoples of the world.
To do this we must strike a delicate balance, and this can best be acccapllshed
by placing greater reliance upon the weapons and equipment which modern science has
given us.

Of necessity we must turn our attention and efforts to greater emphasis

upon the atom bomb and hydrogen bomb, and to the means of delivering them to the
target, for it is in these weapons that we find the greatest deterrent to our enemy.
It is almost inconceivable that any national leader, even one in the Kremlin,
knowing the tremendous destructive power of these weapons, would be so insane as
to unleash them upon his people and bring upon them the horror and suffering which
they can produce.

We must expand our guided missile program, both in terms of

production and research, tor in this device apparently lies the ke.y to the defense
of our cities.

You have all seen the recent releases about "Nike", that claeaicall7

named marvel of electronics, almost unbelievable in its reactions, which when once
launched, can locate its objective, direct itaelt toward it, and destroy it, all
without human intervention. When we remember this device is the produce ot only a
relatively few 7ears of scientific research and technical effort, we can only
wonder at the achievements which lie before us.

,
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. By placing greater reliance upon these modem weapons,
a
. . costl.7
. .. as such
·'
.
'

program may appear, we can achieve our objective of a strong national
reducing its cost and its effeot upon our economy.
meas~~e

~

.,

~e~~cse ~le

We can thus reduce in some

the tax burden which we must all bear, leave our industry largely free to

produce the goods of peace, and limit the number of young men we must take into the
armed servi oes.

If such a course accomplished nothing more, this last objective

would be well worth the cost, for the maintenance of a large military force is the
most expensive aspect of our defensive effort, both in terms of dollars and in terms

ot its

~act

upon the lives and careers of our sons.

We cannot, and must not,

in the name of defense, spend ourself into bankruptcy and mortgage our nation's
tuture to such an extent that our enemy will achieve, through our economic coll$pse,_
the victory he so ardently desires.
In developing and expanding our nuclear weapons we must not forget that the
basic forces Which they

~ploy

peaceful applications,

In the small beginnings which have been made in the use of

have tremendous and unforeseen potentialities for

radioactive materials in medicine, we can see already the possibility of discovering
the cause and cure or many maladies which afflict mankind and which have resisted
our best efforts to control and eliminate them.

The great energies released in atomic

fission give promise of resources of power never even dreamed of a few years ago,
and open before us a view of a world in which starvation and poverty have no place.
In order to hasten the day when these potentialities will be realized, we must as
quickly and as tully as military necessities will permit, open these new fields to
private initiative and enterprise.

It was these forces, operating free ot govern-

mental control and direction, which brought us to our present high level, and it
makes sense that now they should be given the new tools to work with, to see what
practical benefits will accrue to all mankind.

vie, of course, are not alone in our struggle against world coamuniem.

1l'lere

are other nations who enjoy fre<edom and who cherish it as devotedly as we do.
President Eisenhower has so aptly stated,

·~ore

AI

closely than ever before, American

freedom is interlocked with the freedom of other

~ople.

In the unity of the free

world lies our best chance to reduce the Communist threat without war.

In the task

of maintaining this unity. and strengthening all its parts, the greatest responsibility
falls to those who, like ouraelves, retain the most freedom and the most

strength~"

Our job, therefore, is to strengthen and extend those alliances like the

North Atlantic

~tz,

in which we have joined with other nations, and by which

present a united front to our coi!IIlon enemy.

w~

In doing so, however, we must not torget

I

.
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that we are a sovereign nation ainong sovereign nath,ns.

We cannot dictate, but must

lead and we must recognize that each of our allies has its own backgroUnd and problans
which may result in attitudes and opinions different from .ours.

-

We must be 'tolerarit
.

of these differences, just as we are tolerant of differences amongst ourselves,

..

and we ·must seek by persuasion and compromise to reach a common ground.

To resort

to any other course would be tO foll~w the pattern of th. C~sts who are so
unsure of themselves that they cannot cooperate, but Jll\ist conquer and dictate to
ensure even superficial loyalty of bther peoples•
In dealing with our allle~, however, we mhst insist upon the mutuality of

our obligations.

Although we are the largest and .strongest of the free nations, · our

-

resources are not unli._mited, and we cannot be expected to shoulder the burden of
our common defense alone.

To do so could only result in our ultimate weakness, and

in bringing about the disaster we have united to prevent. ·Each nation must contribute to our mutual defense according to its ability, and none must be permitted to
shirk its responsibility in this respect.

By following this course, we will

develop the spiritual unity ~hich comes from sharing a common burden and our ·conviction of ultimate victory will be strengthened.
Unfortunately there are in the world some peoples and their leaders who would
stand aloof fran the basic struggle in which

w~

are engaged.

,

It is true some of

these people have ·only recently achieved national independence and consequently are
faced with domestic problems of overwhelming magnitude, comparable to those which
our nation faced almost two centuries ago.

To these we

mu~t

extend our friendship,

and we must stand ready to offer any reaso!lable material assistance that they need.
This aid and assistance, however, must be intelligently and constructively limited,
for only by . ~elf-reliance can they achieve the .dignity of free men.
As concerned as we must be with the international ~spects of our reSpansibi.

.

lities as free men, we must not neglect our obligation to establish a strong and
developing economy at home.

Indeed,

prosperity we .cannot .hope to achieve
prospe~ty

unl~ss

o~

we maintain a high measure of domestic

international objectives, for it is that

which supports our military program and underlies our efforts to make

peace secure.
To achieve this goal, all se~ents of our people must c~perate, ··and none
must seek to gain an unfair advantage at the expense of another.
and will be, differences among us as to how our
.

prosperi~y
.

.

While there are, ~

can best be obtained, (:; 't-~

:

(~

<..-,' .
.

~ ~

and these differences will in some measure refleCt our station tn .iif8 and the ~
we earn our living, we must never permit ·them to become crystallized into class

..
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-5attitudes.

It is the theory of the class struggle, labor against capital, . which

underlies the Marxian philosophy, and thi-s ia the tool by which the modem Communist
hopes to create dissension among us and to weaken our cause.
We are a rich nation and we are better nourished, better clothed, and better
housed than any other people on earth.

The automobile, the radio and television,

and the telephone, which to us have become so commonplace, are still regarded as
luxuries by the ordinary

citi~en

in many other countries, and even the bathtub,

to us a necessity, is as rare as a precious jewel in many areas.

Although we have

slums in our large cities, and somerural areas do not enjoy a full measure of
modem comfort, we can, and will eliminate these deficiencies.
Our prosperity must be achieved through the medium of private enterprise and
initiative.

It is because we have been free to accumulate capital, and to risk it

in new and untried undertakings that we have been able to attain the high levels
we have reached, and it is this freedom upon which we must rely to carry us forward.
'I'ru.e progress can be made only if we are able, through our own efforts, to make a
little more than we need, and to use this surplus to earn more of the world t s good•
for us.

This freedom must be preserved and nurtured, for it is the foundation upon

which our entire structure of liberty rests.

'

There are those among us who hold the view that our industrial society has
become so complex that we no longer can afford to encourage private enterprise, but
must look to the federal government as somewhat of a parent whose duty it is to
feed and clothe its children, and to see that they are all properly sheltered.
this theory I cannot agree.

With

We must remember that a parental government, once it

undertakes the colossal job of directly clothing, feeding and sheltering its brood,
inevitably must restrict their freedom and direct their day by day activities into
rigid channels the all-powerful government deems beat for them.

Our government,

of course, has its rightful responsibilities in the promotion of our economic
welfare, but its powers in this connection are, and must continue to be restricted
to certain areas of activity.

We must beware of, and avoid the tendency toward

parental government, for in that direction lies the end of our freedom.
In the troubled times in which we live, it is only natural that the material
aspects of our responsibill ties under freedom should give us so much concem and
demand so much of our attention.

OUr entire way of life is under attack by an enemy

u:otivated and guided by a materialistic philosophy, and we cannot afford to neglect".
~

~\

o,J)

-~·

those things in which he professes to find his strength, and by which he seeks to ;est
dominate the world.

fORb~\

If we did otherwise we would fail to meet the challenge which ~

::o)

:b.

_;j1
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-6has been laid down to us.
Despite this urgency, however, we must not forget our responsibilities to the
spiritual and intellectual aspects of our freedom.

It is these wbich distinguish

us from our enemy, and which in the long run, constitute our greatest strength.

The

Communist resards man as only a part of a machine which must move in predetermined
patterns dictated by the movements of other parts, and by the will of the state as
the supreme operator.

We, on the other hand, profess and uphold the dignity of man

as an individual possessing a free will and capable of achieving his goals in cooperation with other men.

We insist that men can determine what is best for themselves,

only if they are free to think about and discuss alternative courses of action, and
that there is no man, or group of men, so wise and so omniscient that they can lay
down the objectives which should be sought, and the paths which should be followed.
It is because we adhere to these principles that we will

ult~ately

triumph, for it

is these which constitute our strongest appeal to the minds of men all over the world,
and which will finally win over the untold millions which the Communist rulers have
enslaved.
To achieve this end, our first responsibility is to strengthen our freedom
here at home.
and

We must preserve and strengthen the right of every man to formulate

,

. hold to his own opinions on religious, political, and social questions, and

we must guarantee his right to speak and discuss them.

The problems which we face

in these areas today, complex and vexing though they are, are no different in their
basic nature than those which have tToubled men since the time they first appeared
on this earth.

They have continued to plague man only because he was not tree through

the greater part. of his history, to discuss them, but labored under one kind of oppression or another which forced him into patterns determined upon by rulers who thought
that they had found the answers.

The fact that these tyrannies passed away is clear

procSf that the tyrants were wrong and the same fate awaits their modern day imitators.
Opinions and ideas, like commodities, receive their greatest test in the free
competition of the market place, and it is only the best that can survive that competition.

The great and far-seeing men who drafted our Constitution, and insisted

upon inclusion of the Bill of Rights, recognized this principle, and nothing which
has occurred since that day has weakened its truth.

Man has enjoyed the rif}lts of

freedom of relisic.cn, freedom of speech, and freedom of the press only for a relatively
few years, and in that period has made his greatest progress in his forward march ~·
We must continue that progress by guarding and preserving the liberties which m
it possible.

0

•
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-7In order to fonDulate their opinions and ideas men must have access to
knowledge and information, and we must encourage and develop the instrumentalities
which disseminate them.

Perhaps the greatest developnents of our industrial age

are to be found in the field of communication, and the facilities which we have
created must be free frem governmental dictation.

The citizens who print our books

and newspapers, and who operate our radio and television stations must be free of
unnecessary and unwise control and censorship lest these aevices be the means ot
imposing political

oppressioi~ .

In the hands of free men, these facilities are the

tools of freedom, but in the hands of tyrants they are the means ot establishing
and maintaining power.

The men who own and control them, of course, have the

tremendous responsibility of seeing that they serve their proper tunction and
operate in the public good.

They must not be used in such a manner that they promote

sensationalism, hysteria, or crime.

The owners and producers, if they live up to

their responsibilities to society as a whole, will not seek temporary commercial
success at the expense of the public good.

Furthermore, as they must know, dis-

regard for the public welfare will inevitably result in local, state and federal
governmental interference in their d$1 to day operations.
This access to knowledge, of course, must extend to all fields and must
include theories and viewpoints which may be unpopular.

Our scientists and scholars

must be free to experiment and to challenge established beliefs for it is through
such experimentation and challenge that we have made our greatest strides forward.
Furthermore, we must all be given access to their findings and conclusions, for
unless they are available to all, they lose their value.
Liberty, of course, is

~

license, and to advocate and defend freedom of

speech and discussion does not mean that we must not protect ourselves against those
who naively or willfully abuse them.
The leaders of world canmunism are ruthless and crafty men.

One ot the

principal techniques they have used to facilitate their conquests is that of creating
dissension among the citizens of the nation they seek to overcame, and of having
those among them who share their views insinuate themselves into positions of
authority and power.

In recent years, this has been one of the most serious threats

which we have faced.
Unfortunately, there are here in America, some who have been so beguiled by
the siren song of Commmism that they have enlisted in its cause and soughtto overthrow the system which nurtured them.

Concealing their true motives and intentions,

they have risen to positions of authoritf and power in our gpvernment, and by

'
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misguiding its policies and misdirecting its actions, have sought to weaken and
ultimately destroy it. Many of these hav-e been discovered and exposed to public view,
but we must be vigilant lest others take their places.
To do this is not to destroy freedom, but to preserve it, tor these people
are the enemies of freedom.

Professing a love of liberty, they have used it as a

shield to carry on their insidious labors at the direction of a for&ign power.

This

we cannot permit!
But in exposing and destroying this evil we must be careful.

We must do it

within the framework of the principles and guaranties upon which we place such high
value, and we must not become like our enemy in our struggles against him.

Our ef.trts

must be directed against the true adherents of Communism and we must not be diverted
to attacks upon the innocent simply because they hold opinions opposed to our own,
or behave in a manner of which we do not approve.

To do otherwise would

pe~t

the guilty to escape and allow them to carry on their nefarious work.
We are a diverse nation, composed of many different racial groupings and
embracing many different religious beliefs and creeds.

If we are to remain a tree

nation, each of us must became tolerant of our neighbors; tolerant not in
of putting up with something, as

~

t~e

sense

parent is tolerant of a fractious child, but

tolerant in the sense of understanding. While we all hold to our own beliefs and

'

live up to them as our conscience dictates, we must recognize and defend the rights

of others to pursue the same course. \'Je must leam to value and appreciate each
man for what he is, and to judge him upon the basis of what he has done, and we must
oppose discriminations based upon race, creed, or color.

This must be done not only

because it is fundamental to the principles we profess, but

be~ause

the existence

of such discrimination in our midst, small though it be, has been used by Communist
propagandists in their efforts to gain the adherence of some peoples whose friendship
we desi re.

But there is another and more positive reason why we must do this.

We

are engaged in a colossal task, and the problems which we face are almost overwhelming.
To aehieve success, we must draw upon our human resources to the fullest extend, and
each of our citizens must be per.mitted to contribute his share according to his
abilities and unhindered -by artificial barriers.

We cannot afford waste, and to

deny a man the privilege of contributing to our common effort because of his color
or religious beliefs is waste of the most inexcusable kind.
Another prtmar.y responsibility which is imposed upon us as free men, and one
which is particularly important today, is that of educating our children in the ways
of freedom.

It is primarily for them that we labor and strive to preserve our heri-

~
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-9tage and we must give them a full
have made this nation great.

appr~ciation

and understanding of the values which

The youth of our nation is our greatest resource and

we must not neglect it.
In the last fifteen years, circumstances forced us to devote the principal
part of our energies to the winning of a major war, and the preparation of our military defenses, and we were not able to build the schools and other educational faci.
lities which normally would have been constructed.

The fact that in this period our

population has increased tremendously has aggravated the inadequacy of our present
equipment.

In almost every area of the country we find schods that are old and di·

lapidated, classrooms that are overcrowded, and playground facilities that are inadequate.
Our first step, then, must be to build new schools, adequate to our present
needs and the needs of the immediate future.

This, of course, is a matter of community

and state responsibility, and we as parents and teachers must see to it that our
local governments take the necessary measures to remedy the situation.

It is groups

such as yours which must take the initiative in planning and preparing programs, for
only you know best the needs of the community, and the means by which they can be
most expediently met.

All of us can be rightfully proud of the forward-looking action

taken by our citizens in this area in meetin8 the school facilities problem.

The

results will pay big dividends in the years ahead and our children ean thank those
responsible for having accomplished the job within the commnnity without interference
or bureaucracy-diminished dollars from vlashington.
But even more alarming, and less easy to overcome, than the inadequacy of
the physical equipment of our school systems, is the shortage of teachers which exists
throughout the nation.

The reasons for this are apparent.

The salaries which most

communities pay our teachers have not kept pace with the rise in the cost of living
which has occurred over the past few years, and many young men and women who otherwise
might have entered the profession have understandably turned to more profitable fields
of endeavor.

Regrettably many communities have neglected to uphold the dignity of

the profession and to accord it the high respect it deserves.
children is no menial task.

The teaching of our

Individually we should give rightful credit to our

teachers who have played such an important part in shaping our own lives and in
addition recognize the vital part they play in the future of our nation.
he entrust to our teachers the guardianship and guidance of the minds of our
children, and we must be sure that the men and women who undertake these tasks are
well-qualified, well paid and well-respected.

Only by doing this can we be sure that

we will attract into teaching the number and quality of men and women we so urgently

,
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It is only through

p~omoting

and extending our school systems that we can

hope to equip our children properly for the tasks that lie before them in the atomic
age which we have created.

Only if we can instill in them a profound appreciation of

the value of freedom can we prevent them from becoming slaves of the materialism
which now plagues and threatens us.

This we must not fail to do.

Ftally, there is one other responsibility which we must not forget.
the responsibility of faith.

This is

We may build the strongest defense, acquire the greatest

wealth, and prosper in all material things, but our accomplishments will have little
meaning if they do not rest upon a firm spiritual foundation.

It was strength of

spirit which made possible the founding of this nation, and it was that strength
which supported it throUih its adversities and brought it victory in the wars it
has fought.

We must renew and replenish that strength.

With faith in God, faith in

ourselves, and faith in our freedom, we will surmount the obstacles which lie before
us and establish a secure peace in a world where free men may work and live without
fear.

'

