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FREEDOM

(Draft of Speech Prepared at the Request of hbe

S. Arthur Devan
National Defense

September 6, 1950




Though ve have but resently emerged from the most extensive war
in history, we are not at peacs, but stand on the brink of another and
grester world conflict. In imagination we vaguely see the maelstrom
svirling by us. We are not imn the midst of it, but our feet sre in the
waters. It is not a dynastie struggle like the 0ld wars or a gquarrel
between twe powers over soms eonfliet of interest. It is not primerily
a politieal strife. It is not, as yet, a eontest of military force. It is e
great spiritual struggle for the minds of men,

We know dimly vhat is at stake - all the things we hawe tressured
as civilisstion. Here is our Free world, and over against it, hostile
and minatery, is the world of totalitarian eommunism. In between sre vast
nasses of humanity, bundreds and hundreds of millioas of pecpls, in Burope
ans Asia and even here in the Americas, vho will some day decide where they
belong. :

Our world is a vorld of freedom under law; the Soviet world is s
world of despotism in which the humen being as such has no reason for existence
exoept to serve the will of the State as embodied in a 1ittle oligarchy of
seslf-chosen leaders. One world acknowledges nothing higher than economie
determiniam; the other world - our world -~ beliewes in God. Mankind ean not
permanently remain in this dual existence, any more than the United States |
could stand half-slave and helf free. One or the other kind of life will

prevail an this plamst.
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I have been asked to discuss with you today the contribution of
the Christian Church to the pressrvation of freedom. That is a very
large and difficult subjest, because 1t .hu so many angles and ramifi-
sations. Yet it is an appropriate ubjﬁt. for it ig wvhat the Church stands
for, and even the Church itself as an institution, whiech is at the vortex of
the conflist. Totalitarianism as developed by Hitler and the Nasis, was
able to take over, remodel or destroy everything but the Church. The leaders
of sapital succumbed, the labor unions sucoumbed, the pelitical parties
suscumbed, the universities suceumbed, but the Church - Protestant gand
Catholis ~ d'd not suscumb, to Hithr. The nev red fascism of communism has
swopt aside everything else in the sreas which it rules, but it has not
sugcesded in destroying religion, even in Russia. Yet, the Church is under
attack in every Communist satellite sountry - Hungary, Bulgaria, Csecho-
sovakia, East Germany. They are trying to make the pecple cease believing
in God. They are imprisoning and executing clergymen. They are preventing
the religiocus instruction of youth. Where the institutions of the Church
are too strong to be destrayed outright, they are restricted and perverted
and repressed. Everything connected with religion is hateful to communism.
And vith good reason. Until the spiritual forces that lead men to believe
in God and in eternal laws of righteoysness, and in the inherent worth of
each human soul, until these forces, I say, are destroyed, no victory for
cormunism ¢sn be final, and the lesaders of communism are well aware of that
fast, That they will finally succeed in this destruction I do not beliwve.
It is more likely that the negative attitude of the Soviet aystem toward
religion, will be the rock on vhich it splits. But in the meantime there i

this desperate struggle going on, and we must ask ourselwes, what is
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our part in it as loyal sdherents of the Christian Church.

Religion and Vitality

I want to begin by pointing out to you a fact of humen history
that 1s too little remlized, That fact is the close connection between
religion and vitality. The law of history seems to be that the vitality
which any lmo group of people, such as » nation, reveals, is more or less
commensurate with the religiousness of that group. There are two conditions.
The religion of the group must be intensely held; second it must bde of a
high grade or quality. If any people is very religicus, and their religion
is of & bigh quality (at least relatively to their neighbore) then you may
expect that people Lo show a high level of achlevemont zlcag whatever lines
may be appropriate to their geniue and enviromment. The vitality will be
there, end 1t will blossom in many possible forms - it may be physiesl
endurance and prowess, or militery or artistic or literary or political
achisvement or in the deep thinking of philesophyy or in exploration or
aormerce, But the vitality, whbh may menifest itself in any of so many
mode= of schievewent, connects itself with a vigorous religious conseious-
neas of a high order.

It 18 often geid that modern civilizetion ie based on the
abhievements of three anclent peoples - the Hebrews, from whom derive our
religious end morel concepte, the Greeks to vhom we are indebted for their
philosophy, their methemstlics thelr sestheiice and thelr immortsl literature,
and the Romans from whom have come, in direct descent, our lav and political

organization and military science. How every one of toese peoples was,

at the time of its flowering, an intensely religious pecple, and
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religion of the (resks and Romans, while pagan by cur standards, was

of = very high order compsred with that of other peoples, The Hebrews,

of course are the most conspicuous representatives of this law of husan
life. Starting as a Bedouin people undistinguishable from their Semitie
neighbors exeept for certain religicus concepts which began to dominste
their 1ife, they have endured through some three thousand years. Their
kinsasn have been lost in the sands of history ss have their various
contemporaries. But this psople has maintained its group and eultural

and other identity through more difficulties and vicissitudes than we

can well imagine, and done so without the support of a common home
territory, without a politieal organisation, and without a common language.
But they have retained their religious earnestness, snd the level of

their religion has been far superior to that of most of the world. The
vitality of this group has been amasing., It has been d emonstrated not

not only in their physicel survival (which is smaszing), but in their
enctional energy, in their diversified intellectual achievemsnts and in
all the manifold contributions which they have made and are msking to the
life of the world, and especially that of every nation, where like our owm,
they chocse to settle.

It wvould be very interesting to follow this thesis of the
connection betwsen religion and vitality through history, to note for
exmmple, that vhen at any time a peopls has taken a jump forward in ite
religious life, there has been immediately an efflorescence of vital
achisvemsnt. Take Seotland, for example. It was a poor sountry, ssmll
and vith e barren soil and few inhabitants. It was very backward, its

to the French K
chief funetion spparently being to furnish soldiers of fortune/when
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it vas not purely barbarian. Then came John Knox and his compesrs.
Religious life in Scotland suddenly rose to a new level doth of
quality and intensity. Then Scotland began to furnish seholars and
statesmen end soldiers and e.ptuu.d industry and inwventors and
preachers and writers and bankers and poets and all kinds of leaders
to the English-speaking world, and has been doing it ever eince. The
vitality of the Scottish people is not to be attributed to the pcenery
of the eonntry,» or to the catmeal the people eat; it is due to the
Kirk and all that the Kirk stands for in the hearts of Scotchmen.

We have abundant evidenes of this connsction between religiea
and vitality in the history of the American people. Our first settlers
were meny of them religious migrants, who came here because of the
depth of their religicus conseiousness. HNot only Puritans in New
England and Quakers in Pennsylwania, but Catholics in Maryland and
Huguenots in South Carolina. One way and another they were people of
intense religious convictions and their religionm was of s high order of
quality. No vonder they laid the foundations of an smasing civilisation
after they had cleared the wvilderness and gquelled the savages, and
branched ocut into every kind of undertaking possible teo adventurous
solonials.

Everyvhere they built churches along with their homes. Here
in Virginfk we have, down by Hampton Roads, the recently unsovered
foundation stones of the church built ia 1609 or 1610, the first English
speaking church on this continent. And as the pionsers want west the

had 2 log cabin to preach in.
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The se things are ingrained in our people . Here is the
lifespring of the vitality wvhich hi‘herto we have had in this eocuntry.
I1l betide us if in our pride of achisverent we ignore and negleot i,
forgetting,as the Bible puts it, "the pit vhenoe ys were digged."

It seens t: some observers, nevertheless that this is
exactly what we are in danger of doing. An Americen church leader
had this to say reeently, and his address was quoted imprescively in a

metropolitan peper:

The materialism of our generation has prepared for the
destrustion of our most powerful motive force. The best
remaining forces in America today sre those provided by the
faith of our fathers.

The founding fathers and their offspring were, as a
people, uttsrly convinced that ithey came to these shores
beoause God led them here for purposes of spiritual impert.
They were far from being saints; they had their weaknesses
and their faults and their bitter prejudiees, but with all
their mistakes they had the one quality that is most
necessary to the upbuilding end preservation of a natiem,

This vas a belief that they were a part of God's plan.
They were people who belisved in the inspiration of the Bible and
tock eare to read it and search it daily for the answera te their
problems. They prayed with the utter simplicity of faith and
knew that God would see them through their seemingly unsur-
mountable difficulties. iHe did.

Churches were filled. Grasce weas said at every meal,
Family prayer vas regular routine and men gave proportionstely
far more freely of thelr substance for work of missions throughout
the world.

Then came prosperity; faith im self was substituted far
trust in God, and worship of the intelleetusl Golden Calf
was set up, vheredy man trusted in his own mind., Edueation,
not God, was to save the wvorld ...
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Untold damage has been dons to the American Christian
charaeter, znd even though our fabulously rich universities
turn out doctors of philosephy annually by the mile, we are
at present in a state of bewllderment as we stand on the
trink of the most barberic adventure in raece suicide in

history. ‘
The momentum we have been cossting om, given us by our
forefathers through their fdth, has almost run cut and the
nev age of salvation by brains hss become the greatest
hoax of our time."
It 48 for us to search our minds and our own lives asd
the soeiety in which we live, to find out whether the charge of
Bishop Pardue, vhom I have just been quoting, can be sustained or
dismissed. Is it trus that ve are gogpiing on the strength of the pisty
of our forebsars and that the momentum is ruaning out? There is such
a thing as living on inherited capital, and letting that dwindle away
without doing saything to rebuild it. Can it be that that is vhat we
are doing todey? 1If so, the cutlook for us in the struggle with
communisn for e free world, is not promising, For communism itself has
many of the aspests of a religion, not » very high-grade one, to be
sure, but one capable of toushing its adherents with an extreme fanaticiem,
leading to enthusissm for sacrifice and martyrdom. An dmerican communist
leader told an American religious leader that his group were going to
win out sgainst the Chureh, becruse its members vorked harder for the
cruse and gave a larger proportion of their incoae to it than the church
members did. to their cause.
However, the point I an making here is that genuine religiea
is the spring of personesl and group vitality. Why should it not be so?
Religion is wan in contact with God, and God is the Lord end Giver of lLife.




If in our struggle with communism for the minds of men, we depend
vholly on politics, economics, science and warfare, and ignore the
springs of life, we need not apoct‘uy permanent good to come out
of our efforts. If on the other hand we employ these things as tools
of the Spirit, we shell win and the mhl will be set forwerd 4in
peths of brotherhood and peace and freedon,

BReligion =nd Freedom
The first point I am meking today, then, ims that the

vitality wvhich alone ¢sn meke the free way of life vigorous and

eoffestive, is only to be found where there is an intensity of

religious life and where the concepts around which that intensity

gathers are themselves of a high order, moraliy and intellsctually.
The second grest fact that I wish to emphasize is that it

is in the arecas of the world which are influenced by the distinetly

Christian &redition, that freedom finde its congeniel climste. There

is, in other words, a very elose connection between the freedom which

we Americans enjoy, and vhich we are nowv called upon to defend, and

the religious background of our history. It is not an acoident that

ve love freedom snd insist on the freedom of the individuel, It is a

produet of our history, and that history is to no small degree religious

history. A4s President Truman put it, standing by the tomb of the Unknown

Soldier at Arlington last Armistice day, "We have sreated here a govern-

ment dedicated to the dignity and the freedom of man., It is a Covern-

ment whose creed is derived from the Word of God, and its roots are

in our spiritual foundations. Our demoaracy is an expression of faitl




the spirit of man, and 4t ie a declaration of faith in man as created
by Gode On these spiritual foundetions we heve established a creed of

self-government, more precious to us than 1ife itrelf."

Sometires we talk end (hi;x‘»r of freedom as if it were merely
s political device, without grasping the fact that furdamentelly it
is something spirituel and religiouss All the great et nic religioms -
Judaisz, Mohamedsniem and Chrigtiemity ~ and to some extent others,
according +o their points of view, emphasize the leot that eech men is
& spiritual being, that he is of importance and worth as an individual
goul. Communisn denies this, end right here the iasues join. To
communism & man 1¢ of no importence in himself; he is a oreatures of
materisalistio economic determinisme He has no rights, and his life has
no meaning, except es part of the States Yor are there any eriteria of
right and wrongs right i¢ sinply what authority detemines to be of value
to the state; wrong is simply what the same authority decides is egainst
the interests of the stete. Liss, slavery, iuprisonment, murder, any-
thing is right that serves the state.

All this, both our ideas of right and wrong and our idea of
the worth and rights and dignity of esch individwsl derive from a growin
apprebengion of the Christien outlook on 1ife and the world, which 1itself
derives from the outlook of Moses and the prophets and psalmists of
Judaisme Although through the Christian centuries the truth has oftem
been obscured, growingly there has been realised tie human inplicaticns
of the Gospel of Christe Every man, says that Gospel, is of infinite
worth, of suoch worth that Christ died for hip.
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King, lord or legislsture are limited in what they oem do to
the individual becsuse the individual is a crestion of Uod and redeemed
by Christ himself at infinite cost. That is why we have the writ of
habeas corpus, while in communist countries the p.ouu can come to your
doer in the middle of the night ,nd take you away to dissprear, unheard
of for ever nﬁnmﬂo. because of some resl or alleged deviation from
the supposed interests of the state.

Ou modermn emphasis on freedom derives from such utterances

as Luther's saying, in his work On the Liberty of the Christisn Men:
Every man, because of his faith, is a free lord of all
things, sudiest to none; every man becmise of his love, is in
bondege, a servant of all;
or Joln Milten's

Give me liberty to know, to utter snd to argue freely
according to conscience, above all other liberties;

or Thomas Jefferson's

All men are endowed by their Creator with certain
wmalienable rights.

I% took our spiritusl forbears a thousand yesrs to win through
%o these conoceptionse Our freedom has beem dearly bought, at the price
of blood sweat mnd tears, through battles md wars and spiritual agonies
alzmost as bitter. We oursslves got it cheaply - we inherited it. The
ssorifices were made by those who lived and struggled before use Yot I
e proud to ssy that when tests have come - twice in our generation - we
too have not as s people shrunk from harsh struggles and the luf ocomplete
measures of devotion, in order to preserve this heritage. And I sm proud




we sees the threat epproaching, but for all the 1ittle countries of the

worlde

Religion end Insti tutions of Freedom

It hes ot slways been an easy thing even for peoples who have
a thirst for freedom end cherish the freedom that they have, to enshrine
this treasurs in practiocal politicel inetitutions. It is easy to drift
over into discord emd anarchy while each men or group asserts his rights
over sagainst those of other persons and other groupse We have bdefore
us in the world todey in Indonesia and other parts of the world, the
pathetic spectacle of peeples who have attained some measure of freedem
and now do not know how to use it in ways of erder and peace end growth.
Under such conditions there is only too grave a possibility that they
may lcse the freedom they have, Decsuse their politiosl immaturity is
such that they can not enshrise their freedom in stadle institutions,
end may yet become a preoy to commuhism or some other form of tyrsmmy.

To a very considerable degree we of this country end the
peoples of other democratic sountries, bave solved these difficulties.
Our freedom is secured by a Constitution end a Pill of Rights, by a
generally accepted tradition of majority rule, by a two-party system,
by & batit of voluntary cooperation in emsrgencies for publie needs, by
our acceptance of authority withcut tyremny, by the irmense number of
honest public-gpirited citizens who at the balleot=box and elsewhere are
willing %o put national welfare over that of party, elass, cosmercial
group, race group, or religious factiem, by our wide system of publie
education, by our unfettered press and a great corps of joumalists
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wvhose fumetion 1t is ‘o give the publie the fats without undue fear
or favor, and by many other favorable fasctors of our common life.

How I call you to notice that these ingtitutions in the
pattem of successful democrecy are -alouly econmected with the influence
of the Christien Church in its meny forms. I do not want to overstate
this point, but it is true t'et through religion and the church there
have core into our Ameriean way of life not only vitality, and our
underlying senge of the dignity of the individual, but also many of the
aoctusl patterns of democracy by which these things have been tramslated
into politiecal facte.

It wag & group of religious migrents, the Pilgrim Pathers, whe
in their cabin on the Mayflower retified & pact wiich expressed the
momen tous determination that when they should resch the new land, theirs
gshould be "a government of laws and net of men™, which is the quindessence
of demoeorasy; end then, out of their loeal church government, -hioi was
establiehed on e majority-rule besis, they evolved the idea that these
governing laws should be those for which the people themselves voted.
Thev omb!.hh;d along with the churehemeeting, the town-meeting, whieh
is the archetype of demooracy end set a pattermn whioh went fram New
Englend throughout the ccuntrye Down in Virginia, Thomas Jafferson is
said to have reached some of his oconclusions about the dependsbility of
the people to govern themselves by obeerving the demogratic selfegovern=
ment of some local Bartiet Churches. The Churech Rfe of the people not
enly gave ideas and inspiration but actugl practice and education in

selfe-government. As eane historien says:
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The ideeal of gelf-government wae brought to Ameriea by the
pilgrims; the separation of Church and State was derived from the
Saptists; the right of free speech was the development of the right
of conscience, established by Roger Williems end Williem Penn; the
equality spoken of in the Deslaration of Independenee was an out-
growth of the equality prsctioced by the Quakers, Demoeracy was
envigaged in religious terms long before it assumed a politieal
terminology.

It 48 & very striking thing to observe the stability of our
demooratio inetitutions. We sometimes are speken of as a "young"
country end sometines spesk of ourselves so, but the faest is that, next
to Great Britain, we have the oldest govemment on sarthe We have
weathered many storms; we are meeting more and may expest to do so in
the future, for tranquility s not en att®ibute of human life. Moreover
we are threatened in our freedoms, not only by the outside world of
communism, but by some internal factors as well. I believe however in
the future of Amerioca and I beslieve that it will be grester then the
paste But for the future as for the past we must recognisze the importsnee

to us of the Christian Church and 211 that for which it standse

Religion and Our Intematiomal Policy

The faot is that religious influences have very thoroughly
pernsated Amerioen life, md are more or less emmpletely responsidle
for a great many things that we do not ordinarily ¢think of as connected
with religion at all. We have what we call “our way of 1ife"; we take
cortein attitudes becsuse we think they are "right": we have a more or
less wmecongoious stendard of "decent” or "civilized" behavior for men
end nations. We take all this for gramted so eompletely, even peaple

who are personally irreligious, that we hardly dreen that our atti
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are simply an eche of the teachings of the Christism Churche. They are
rot simple, nomel huanan regotionss they are highly conditioned respomses,
as the pychologist would say, end in fast they add up to something new
and hopeful in the history of thc‘world. v
Think how calmly the Americen people have taken the oftenw
expressed ideal of ouf foreign policy: that we mt: eimply peace, with
putuel good=will end cooperation emong sll netions. Alwaye befors in
human hI story any nation with the coldseal power which the United States
hed at the end of the war, would have staked out the geins which it
wished ‘o meke end »n-a' had the power to tekes ¥We did not ask for a foot
of territory, but gave up our suzerainty ofer the FPhilippines. We
promptly proceeded to tax ourselves to keep the Germens and the Japanese,
who hed attecked us, from starving. Ve asked no trede concesaions from
any part of the world, and no unique adventeges for ourgelves that we
were not willing others should have. (Parenthetically, I believe that
is what hes buffaloes the Lugrians; hey usu;mod that Fuesie, ‘the United
States and Greet Dritain, the three powerful groupe to emerge smong the
vietors, would calmly divide up control of the desiredle parte of the
worlde To them it was the only natural thing to heppen. The United
Nations orgenigetion was just to be s kind of gesture to the smsll
nationse The Pugsiene have been so astounded st our policy, and at our
willingnees +o teke the United Nations seriously and make it work, that
they find the whole situation incomprehensible, and still do not think

we meen it but must be playin; some very deep gm-)
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Think of the stertling degree of weloome which President
Trumen's "Point Four™ frogrem hes elicited from th« Nation. It ig a
very  emazing thing for us to propose to expert our money, our mechinery
and ouf tecinical skill to néedy anc backward eountiiee, and perhaps put
them in & position where thsy ma  some day bte commercislly independent
of us and perhaps even compete with our owm preductse

From the point of view of all recorded history, which knows
ndionp ag purely eelfigh units, and not with enlizhtened sel fistmess
at that, Point Four and similer programs are breath-teking. Put net
so to Americense Why? Pecause we mre more or less used to +'ig kind of
thinge "Point Four"™ is nothing but an extension or a national, governe
mental soale, of what the Foreigr Missions of Americen churches have
been deing in all the backward partes of the world for a hundred years.
We have had not only evengelistic missionaries, but egrienltural
migsionaries und medical missionaries and industrial missionaries end
educational -inaionimo. whose work has been merousfy suprorted out
of church eolleetionss Yow we are thinking of doing thic on a great
soale with the resources of the Nation's Covernment and the Netion's big
business behind its Put it was the shurches which showed us how, end
led us to see thet this kind of thing, 1ike 811 good and generous
Christien giving, brings back a blessing on the giver too, sometines a
blesesing so pronounced tha' a cynie could call the whole proccdure selfishl

Let ue not belittle the part which the “hurch has rlayed ia
giving ue our freedom end ghowing us 'ow to nuse it. Let us o::/:;at the
spiritual momentum involved does not run downe Thet is someiling we
can 81l contribute to the world's freedom, right here in ouw own home
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At the ssme time let us beware of the grim struggle thnt. is
going on in the world, for the soul of menkindes A few weeks ago, on
August 28th, to be exact, the redio etation at Leningred in Russia
annownced that the Soviet Society rof Folitical end Seientific Fesearsh,
had decided %o leunch an intense struggle ageinst what it celled the
"medieval Christien outlook". MAnti=-religious films ere to be distrie
butede Twenty-nine million pemrhlets are to be circvletede The
chairmen seid: "The struggle sgeinst the goepel end Christien legend
must be conducted ruthlessly end with all the means at the disposal
of communi sme”

Againet the propegenda, which will resch alwmost ore half of
the population of the world, we must pit our lives, our prayers, our

gifte and the loyalty of our hearts to the csuse of Christian freedome





