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Friends of the Young Republican Club,

It may surprise you to hear mo say I'm not herla to give & political
speech. I'm not going to talk about this specific plece of legis-
lation or that, although later I'd be gn{a to answer any questions
you may like to ask, Rather, I'm goling to turn this into a sort
of »gloriried bull-session and shoot my pnnchné as straight as I

can aim them,

Freshman - that's what they call me, If I go to Congress in
Japuary 1t*'ll be my rfirst hiteh and I'1l be as green as they come,
5t111, I hope to find my way around befare too long and then put
into action some of the fundamental thoughts which you'll hear me

express tonight,

First of all, I'd like to ask this question, If you*re a Republican,
why are? If you're not, I'd like to bring out some reasons why I

ame Let's Just assume for e moment that none of us have any party
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affiliation., Let's assume that we're average Amerioans, interested
in the welfare of our country, and the way we vote depends on what

e M is right for the natiomn,

Frankly, I think the day is gone when a man is a Republicen or a
Demoecrat just because his father or grandfather happened to vote
a certain ticket, Today, I believe that young people mk’ up their
own mind; - especlally codlege students who have the benefit of all
the educational facilities of a great institution like chigan

State,

Therefore, I say let's assume thet we're just open minded voters,
When we go to the poles in November we're going to cast a ballot '
for the best man and the best party because after careful considera-

tion that's the way we want to vote,

Now if we are average :r«-nindod Americans there is a grea: deal

we know about the world of 1948, We know that in the past 15 years

we have lived thrbnsh the worst depression in history, the most




be even more serious than the one Jjust recently removed, DBecause
we know all this, we won't cast our ballot without a lot of thought,
We won't be scld by mere slogans, Whether it's an elephant or a

donkey, we won't just let ourselves be stampeded into a decision.
PAUSE
* % »

For just a moment I'd like to say @ word or two about history.
Too often \ys think of history as so many dates in a text-book,
isolated facts without any bearing on the problems facingous head on,
But what is history after all? History is a river of eircumstance
whosge currents and eddies take us through the present and drive us
into the future with irresistable m@tm History is the m—l
trolling channel through which the present runs,and its twistings
and turnings are bound to affect the plans of our leaders and parties.
Therefore, it behooves us to ssk first of all, where does our nation
stand in the broad sweep of history?

J’hat for a moment imcegine that we are able to get above
the commonplace events of each day and view the present in terms

of the broader vista of history.




Thinking back a few dozen decades we sce the past and present in
stark contrast. A hundred years ago society was a simple affair,
largely agricultural and only losely bound together by the slow
and laborious transportation facilities of sall-boat and ox-cart.
When Adam Smith published the Wsalth of the Nations in 1776 he
clearly saw some orl the trends that were beginning to taks ahhpo.
but even Smith would be astounded at the extremes to which we have
been brought by techmologlical progress, For example, Smith points
out how specializetion in the naill-making Brade had inecreased the
productivity of one laborer many times, but even this great economist
was unable to foresee th:ot some day nails @d be msnufactured so
automstically that one man could superintend a dozen machines and
nails would be worth scarcely more than the pml from which they

are wrought.

then - thot is one of the principal currents

of the immediate past that efrect the present,




Next, we have the overwhelming trend of what I call the integration
of socliety. In less than a hundred years a world which was broken
into a' thousand parts' by mnntgins. oceans, deserts, and wilderness
became integrated into gne, and the result is we have all become
dependent on one anothér. This integration of society has taken
place so rapidly even today we herdly realize how far it has oarried

us from the world of’ yesterday,

Golng back for a moment %o Adem Smith and his Wealth of the Mations,
we are struck by the fact that his famous economic study was pub-
1ished in the very year that the United States declared its inde-

pendence, 1776. That was a significant year in more ways than one,

S0 here we are 1n 1948 in an age which is the product of vast histori-
cal changes: from a losely-knit world in which men lived within their
own narrow bailiwicks to one in which the whole world is our backyard;
from a world in which nails were made through tedious application of
sweat and musele to one in which they spew forth from a machine at a

rate of thousands per minute, These changes could not have taken




place without pruentfng us with onﬁpliuted problems, You and I
are the inheritors of both the blessings and the dilemmas ;:t that
transformation. In 1948 we are not only reaping the benefits of

that vast historl&al ohengel. #e have also been presented with its

thorny problems.

A few moments ago I mentioned the great depression of the 30's, The
depression oi‘ the 50'5 was more then en economic collapse = it was
one of the great spiritual crises of «ll history. ¥For the first
time, economic adversity was not merely a problem of one nation,

It was a world affair. In the remotest regions men were affected
and they turned their heads in bewlilderment to ask, "Why? What has
happened? I;u society become so complicated the machine has become

'
the master of its inventor?®

/

This question brought a rude awakening . Sudenly all the peoples
of the world awoke to the reellzation that great changes hed taken

place. They became aoutely aware that a new reality had to be faced,




Idealogles that had been for centurizs accepted as & matter of fact
came into guestion, Doctrines and creeds were looked upon askance,
Panaceas and bread-and-butier phoories stemmed from the brains of
troubled thinkers and the whole world rocked with the reverberation
of the spiritual show-down. Look, they cried, we aru h@y in the
land of milk and honeyl! Oee, they exclaimed, something has gone

wrong -« our dream is a myth and we know not where to turn}

Ve may as woli fage the fact frankly, that our party - the Republican
Party, had the misfortune to get caught in this histerical ulﬂa.
Ve were certainly not in any sense the creators of the problem; we
were merely the victims of it, and as a result the Democrats rode
into power on a wave of protest that was so violent for more than a
decade our opponents had a virtual momopoly on the affairs of states
A Republican in Vashington was an unhappy man, His voice was not

- heard above the braying 'of the donkey and his protests were of little
avail, With rare exceptions the New Deal was free to experiment, to

err, to apend freely and to fumble along promising a better world




A

with any accounting either in terms of money or fundamental values,
The "outs"™ were "ins" and vice-wersa., At that time the fortunes
of the Republican party droppod to the lowest ebb in histowy . The
Demoerats could do no‘urong and we could do no right. That was the
situation. Those were dmrk days for party members, They had to

swallow their prtl- and take 1it.

In times of crisis like those of the 30%s, a great deal had to be
done in a short time, There was a wild rush to solve all the problems
of accumulated history that previously were not apparent, Conse-
quently, we witnessed some of the most radical departures from
traditional methods that were ever sugzested and we stood by and
mfohod practices that in loakns back emaze us by their naivete,

But those were times of crisis - again and again we were reminded

of th; fact - and there was 11&1. to be done about it, The world

was in a mess and there was no denying that.

Probably the most conspicuous &ingle trend-in those years was the

tendency of young people to look at the past and say, "Cosh,




awful mistakes have been madel™ The o0ld slogans of freedom, libderty,
and dquanty had a hollow ring because bread became more importent
than theoretical rights, In some countries this contrast dbecame so
exaggerated that sensibdble people were willing to exchange thelr
political liverties rorA the ranting and ravings of a Hitler, But
lest we forget, let us not overlook the fact that to a lesser degree
we did the same thing. ¥We were willing to exchange freedom in
economic enterprise for the regulatory thearies of the NRA; we were
willing to give up many of our states® rights and loocal authdrities
for Federal subsidy and the largess of a national innd-mt. Fore
tunately, our desperation was nu;r as great as that of many European
natlons; That was our good. ror:m; But the trend was clearly marked
even here in the land of freedom. It was a historical fact and there

could be no denying it.

Let's be brutally frank. lLet*s ¢all a spade a spade and let*s see

this thing in its true historical perspective, It d4id seem absurd,

didn*t it, that in a land that was blest with the most lavish




job to be found? It was paradoxiezl that in a nation that boasted
of ininitad opportunity wallfqualiried businessmen saw ého savings
of & lirétlma dwindle to nothing and even the most worthwhile invest-
ments turned to paper in the twinkling of an eye? This we can't
deny, At that time - and I rqmeﬁbur it vividly, a college graduate
was fortunate 1f he got a job pumping gesoline at £15 e week, Many
of my friends went out from their universities to walk the streets
and pray for a pittance, It wasn't the exception - it was the rule,
Those were frightening times and don't ever let anyone tell you
differently. They were times of orisis like I never hope to see

again,

But despite all tinis, I still belleve that regardless of what poli-
tical party happened to be in power at thet time, certain funda-
mental problems had to be mets I persoﬁnlly'nm of the opinion that
if rfate had been a little less cruel to a man like Herbert Hoover,
he too would have brought about basic changes and the world would
have come forth radically altered, Those changes were inevitable,
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They were in the cards of history and nobody could stack the deck
any differently, Inadvertently - and I stress that word dbecause
there were very few céuntrymon, experts or otherwise, who could see
the overall historical pattern -« we had allowed the cart to get in
front of the horse; we had allowed certain prineciples of individual
property to become abusive and exploitative. The human factor was
abused, The scale just didn't balance, There was an undeniable
discrepancy between the rewards of capital and the just return of
labor, Look at it honestly - boil it down to its essence, and

why did we have that terrible depression? The truth is that pur-
chasing power of the majority of wage earners had lagged behind
their earning power, They could fill warehouses with row on row of!
goods, but they did not have the money or the credit to‘;on:unu what
they had manufactured, The result was the inevitable plight of too
much outgo and'too,little income, It was esiontially that simple,

but how to solve the situation was less easy to understand,

Looking at the overall accomplishment of the past few years we see

that in general legislation has had one partiocular aimg




about a balance between consusing potential and producing capacity,
I say that re@rdloas of party we cannot deny that this was not only
desirable but 1t was absolutely indispensable i Amerieca was to go
forward and avold the pitfalls that trapped many and many a nation

of the older World beyond the Atlantic,

But now we are facing a different situation, let's consider it far
a moment and then we come to the essential question of how you and
I will vote in November, Today we have passed the crisis when there
was an urgent need for oxperimonf and more experimentation., Today
the nation is more prosperous than it has ever been in all its long
history of privilege and aohicvemm@. True, this has come about
largely through the negative stimulus of the war and the hold-backs
in production which resulted from five years of all-out military
production, But the way in which recovery came about is a secondary
question - the fact is, we have recovered, Our amployment situation
is vetter than it has ever been, Today we are iurning out noro goods
than any economist in his wildest dreams could enticipate, We are

a prosperous nation and lucky to be so, Students who go out fr
12




our colleges go out with the promise of good Jobs and excellent

futures, These are, in an econamic sense at least, prosperous

dayss We can be grateful for the fact,

closer towavrd a gg
govvormmt is the biggest business in the world, It eaploys over
2'million persons, or one out of every thirty workers im this country
today. Its debts and its obligation are so tremendous i1t is hard to
conceive how they will ever be paid - and yet they must be paids In
order to meet the challenges of our age, the neo;asities of national
defense and world recovery, owr national government has grown to

such fantastio proportions it overshadows the activities of ouwr
greatest private business -~ more than that « it overshadows all the
governments of the world, I say thet we have now reached the stage
when the inereasing cost of the government threatens to rob wage-
earners of the very gains they have made in the past ten years,

We can have another depression - & kind of depression that has n
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beroro»becn thought of by our economists and 4t isn*t in the texte

books you studys. It vdll be a depression in which not capital takes
to0o great a share of our earning capacity so that we lagk the where-
withal to purchase the goods, bﬁt government 1tself takes too great

a sharel! That is perfectly conoceivables It can happen and it might
happen! And that, my rr&indi; would be a much greater tragedy than

ever happened in the '30%'s because we would be totally bankrupt.

The national government would itself be without oredit, and them

where would we turn?

Today out of every doller you earn, 31 ctnt; of it goes to suppors,
state, local, or federal government, Think of it -« 31 cents out of
every Qollar of national incomel Just to take an oversimplified
illustration, let's assume that in this way epproximately 1/3 of
your income is diverted to government., If this inoreases, how

then can wage-earners purchase the goods they produce? Oh, yes,
you can say that the 31 cents out of every dollar isn't totally
wasted, It oames back to you in terms of services by those govern-

mental units « that is partially true, but that depends entirely on




the efficlency of those governmental functions and we all know

that the wastes and dissipations of government are far .groater than
those of private induatry_. Evgntuall; the discrepancy will come
Just as inevitably as the discrepancy of the past between capital
and labor came, Yes, there is a new animal in the cirous and that
animal is the government itself! - a very dangerous breed, to put

it mildly,

Personally, I don't think that the Demoeratic administration has any
conception of this threat, They have served thelr purpose under a
philosophy of pump-priming and today with their leadership enfeebled
by the loss of Franklin Roosevelt and the derellictions of brain-
trusters, thoy are incapable of understanding the times in which we
are now living, Just as other parties have in the past gotten
caught in the swim of history, so now have the Democrats, Truman
has neither the mental capacity nor the historical perspective to
understand what is going on, He continues to talk the lanm

he learned from his predecessor, who is now the subject of history

books, The times move ahead, and 1t's never the danger of the 11
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that counts « the imown and evaluated factors, It's the unpre-
dioctable, the unforseen, and this requires young leadership, vision,

and imagination,

We are living in an age in which the inevitable trend toward centrali-
zation is thrusting us forward at a pace that is breathtaking, Look
at your map! OSee how distance has been whittled down to noéthing at
‘a.ll. and whether we like it or not we are rubbing olbows with the
Hottentots just as in another era we rubbed elbows with our next

door neighbors,

And how may I ask you, in the face of this overwhelming tide of
history do the Democrats propose to guard your s.nu_vmm liberty
and mine? How do they propose to assure your security and make this

a world in which we can hope %o live pﬁcmuﬂ

As near as I can see, the Demooratic party has only one way to
solve any problem: impose regulation and authority from above,

They are & lot like the militarists you and I know so well who




that the kind of world you and I want to live in? I for one say
emphatically "No", That is the worst way possible to get at the
troubles It's appealing - I'll admlt that because of its apparent
simplicitys But I suhmiﬁ that good government naver was a simpls

matter and it won't start now.

The trend toward_ centralization today 1s the greatest single problem
we face, Now is the time for a real Republican 1dealogy - not an
idealogy of empty platitudes and threadworn phrases, It is not &
time for iho old opportunism of the 20's or the laisez falre theories
of weary editorial wrs.ths. Owr nation today must have youthful
leadership! It must have men who have lived through the troubled

: times of the past rifteen years and who understand the tide, OCentle-
men, as you all know very well, there's a vast difference between
intelligence and wisdom, Today we are im crying need of that rare

thing called wisdom in our leadership,

Sometimes amid the clamour pr a nolsy age, certain facts become

make this statement, and it impressed me as profoundly wise:
17 '




‘ '?Some people seem %o regard the first ten
amendments $0 the Constltution, the so-called Bill of
Rights, as guarantees that our government will do this
or that for the citizen. Rather they are guarantees
that the government gannot do this or that to the
citizen, Iach 1s a guarantes to the individual citizen

againat the powers of his government,"

That lk!.nd of thinking is refreshing in this day of totalitarian
abuse, There is the fundamental distinetion in philosophy between
our party and the Democrats, They have completely abandoned tb;e
principle that there are and should be limits within which good

government should operate,

Personally I think 1t's high tiu we go back to fundamentals. We go
back to the original wisdom of those men who wrote the consti tution
of the United States, I'm not saying they were oracles, I'm not
saying they had some mysterious power to see into the future and

to anticipate svery technological change that has since taken pla




But they had something which is very applicable in our day and age:
they understood one fundamental that we now must take into considera-
tion, They knew that of all enterprises the enterprise of government
is subject to the most drastic diminishing returns imaginable, They

’ e
knew that one private laborer produces three~times—es much in a glven
period of time anx%;::fﬁzzzzrnnnnt bureaucratfs They knew that the
dignity of man, the exercise of the sacred right of pcrﬁdnal choice,
is after all the most valued possession that any men in any age can |
hope to attain. ZEoonomio security? Yes, of course it's important,
We must do everything in our power to make sure the present prosperity
continues for years to come, But when the stomach is filled and when
we have roofs over our heads, whe is the next thing that all men yearn
for - vhether it's in America, or Europe, and even in Russia where
for the time being the light of personal freedom has gone out.
LIBERTY - that's still a big word, the word that gives meaning to

life itself and that means the possible achievement of what you and

I are always striving for, namely, personal happiness,

Gentlemen, I wish there were time to go deeper into the phil
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of modern Republicenism which after all is not the easiest thing
t0 describe because it is not over-simplified like some doctrines
which today ﬁhroaten the very spirit of menkind, 'I’rup' Republicanism
never will be a doctrine or a panacea thaet can be written dowm in
gimples phrases or explained in terms of one, two, three, lodern
Republicanism 1s a spirit of living, It is a deep understanding of
the times in which we live, of the historical trends that brought

us to this age and the patterns which are likely to follow,

You ask me, gentlemen, why I am a Republican? iou ask me why I

think you should be?

In plain words I can put it this way: I am a Republican because X
believe in the essential dignity of mankind, I am a Republican
begause I believe that out of the traditioms of that party alone ocan
come the wisdom and perception that will guide us along the perilous

paths of the unwritten history of the future, I am a Republiocan

because to me there 1s no greater challenge in the world today than




FREEDGH i1s essentislly the hope of mankind and the vary essence of

LIFE and BAPPINERSS on earthl

That is vhy I am & Republican! I think that these are reasons

onouihe

Thank you, Goodnizht,






