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•riends of the Yo · Republican Cl t 

It may snrpr1so you to h ar e say I' not here to ive a poli cal 
I 

speech. I'm not goin to talk about this specific pi ce of 1 ~is-

lat1on or t at, although later I'd be elad to an 1er any questions 

you may lik to ask. Rather , I'm oin to turn this into a sort 

of glorified bull- session end shoot my punches on straight as I 

oan th • 

roo ~n - that's -u t they e ll e . It I go to congress 1n 

January it'll be my first hitch and I'll b au reen as they co e . 

Still, I hope to t1n4 my my aroWld before too lon and then put 

lnto aot1on some of t e fund ntal thoUGhts ·hieh 70U' ll hear e 

express toni t . 

irst of all, I'd like to Qk this queuti on. If you're R public n, 
, 

\ hy arc? If you're not, I'd like to br 1.ne out some reasons hy I 

am. Let's just a .s e ~or ent th t none of u~ ve y 
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affiliation. L t •s assume that o •r average _ loans, interested 

in the ;rcl:fare f our country, and th tay te vote depen·ds on hat 

e thi.d( ls right tor tho nation. 

ran 1~, I thin. the d y io one n a an 1~ a publican or 

Democrat Jast b caus• his father r randfath r h .. pp ne to vote 

a certain tick t. Today, I bell ve tha~ youn. people mak~ up their 

o· n ndo- copeo1allJ ooilese · ttdents ~ho h ve the benelit of all 

th eduo t!onnl f cil1t1 s ot a gre t indtitut1on lik ~ohigan 

St t•• 

Ther tore, I s y let's a sum that •re Just open minled voters . 

,hen e go to tho ol s 1n ~ov bar • 're oin to c at b llot 

tor the best man and the b st party because a tar c reful consider -

t1on that's the y ,e nt to vote. 

io it 11e are avera a fre -minded ricana ther 1a a e de l 

Ye lm about the world ot 19J.-8. ·e o that 1A th p st 15 years 

~e ha a lived throu t orat depression 1n history, the most 

brut 1 1ar, a today e tace a thr t to orld peace th t 
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be evan ore serious than the one just recently renovad. Because 

.e know all tb1a, ··Je won • t oast our ballot ·1 thout a lot o:f' t ought . 

le mn•if be sold by more alo~a~a . 1hether it 'a !in elephant or a 

donkey, ne 10n' t Ju t let our "el-ves be stampeded into a decision • 

. AlJSE 
* 

For Just a mo ent I'd like to say o ~rd or t ·o about history. 

Too often e think o1' history s so many dates 1n a text-bOOk, 

isolated f'acts thout r.ny beeriDg on the problems faci us hee.d on. 

But 'h t is history after all? 1story 1a a riTer ot oiroumstanoe 

whose cu~rents and eddies· take u th~ou the present nd rive us 

into the fn ture with 1JTes1stable ' ant • History is tbe con-

trolli channel through wb1oh the preaent runs, and ita t·uisti roo 

and turnin ·a rc bound to aft ct the lnns or our le ders an4 urtiea. 

Th r fore, 1t behoOYes us to o k first ot all, 

stagd 1n t11 bro d sweep of history? 

Juattor ,ent i i e t t ·e e able to get ove 

the co onplace vents or each day nnd vie ~he o ent in ter 

o tho roodor vista o. hi tory . 

' 



Thinking back a fe dozen decodes 1e s ee the post and present in 

stark contr t. A hundred y .s go society 1as a simple ftair, 

l s rgely agricultural und only loeel7 bound voeether by the slow 

and laborious trunbportat1on fac111t1 o of 11-boat and ox-cart. 

Jhen Ad Smith ubllahed the W!!J:ta ~r til nat&ou 1A 1776 he 

olearls au some or the trends th t e1·e b 1nn1 to take ~hape, 

but even l':lith would be astounded at the tre:.D.es to :Jh1oh e ha'Ye 

been brou~ht b taohnolo 1cal progress. For mpl , sm1 th points 

out hOli speoiallzat:LOA in the .nail · ·ing :brado had i.ucreased the 

producti'Ylty of one laborer maD7 times, but even this eat economist 

··ms Wlable to for see th t o e d • n ils oul b _ ufocturcd so 

auto.m tloally th-::lt one an could sup rint nd a dozen m chine nd 

.n 1 would be orth sea oel7 more t n the m · al trc:a ~h!ch th y 

are nro :ht. 

Tecwlos12!}l Prsess, th - tb t is one at the prinoip 1 currents 

Qf the lmae41at past t t ef ·eot the pr sent . 

, 
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,. 
t, 10 th over h l.m1 tr of t I c l.l the inteqaUon 

ty. Inl s th n hundr y ra rld ch roken 

ino t o n rt b ount ins , oc nu. d art , il rn 

int a ted t one, nd th r sult 1 v all bee e 

d p nt on n anoth r . Thi 1nt t1on of soc1 ty taka 

pl c or 1 ly v n tiO y h r l.yr liz hO\ tar 1t oarr1e4 

u fr h . rl 0 y st rd Y• 

Goin b c for nt b d hi. tiona , 

liahed 1n t1 v ry y t t the Unit d tatea d c r i~s 1D4e-

nee. 1776. T t fie nt y r 1D. y tban one. 

re 11'1 1948 !n Wh1oh 1 th roduot t vast hi tor1-

o 1 c ne • • lo ly- 1 t orld 111 which men live . 1 thin their 

0 ro ba1l1 iok to one 1n hich tbe hol rld 1s our b y rd; 

fr orld 1n h1oh na1la re e throu h t diou plio tl n ot 

t WJcl to one in hioh th y p tart fr ohiDe t 

r t or o ninute. These o an ~ could n t ha t en 

• 
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place 1i thout nre&cnting us r.t t complicat d problema. You and I 

ro the inheritors of both the ble sin s and th dil o ot that 

transfor~atton. In 1948 e ar~ not only reap th .. benof1t or 

e ve .... 1 o bean pres nte \ th its 

thorny roblem.:J. 

A few ma enta ago I entionod the great depression ot the )01 e. The 

depresstoa of the 30'e ~ s more th n n economic colla. se - 1t as . 

on or the great spiritual oriae ot all history. For the til'st 

time, economic advera1t" as not erely a probl ot one nation. 

nd ·hey turned theiJ' heads in be'•ilderment to sl, , "lhy? J t s 

happa ad? Has society b came ao complicnt d the chine has beoaae 

/ 

' 
This queotion brought a rude nmken· • Sudenly all the peoples 

ot the ' ·o1·ld avsoke to the ree llzu tion . t e t chan a had t en 

PL'lce. They beoo. acutely a~ rc that a ne reality h d to b :f oed. 
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IdealOGies th t ~d be fo~ c nturias ccepted ~S matt r o rae~ 

came into u ntion. ctrine and ere ds re looked upon s r nc • 

Panaceas end br d- n -butt r heorie st 4od tro th brains ot 

troubled thin : ra and th i!hola · r ld rocked 11th the rev rbera tion 

of the piritual sh~ -dotm. Look, they cr1aa, e nr& hungry in the 

1 nd or milk d honeyt c e, th y \excla~ed, s ethino has gone 

-rong - ou.r dre is a myth and e kno · not '·h to turnl 

~ ;e mo;r as :1ell faoe th act frankly, .. hat our rt;r - th Republioan 

arty, had th misfortune to get oau 1t 1n this historical dilemma. 

· :e ere certalAl.Jr not in any ense the or tors of th problem; e 

~er ' rely th victims of it, n s r sult the Daoocrats rode 

into p er on a mve of protest that a o violent tor more t.ban a 

4eoade our opoononts ·· d a virtual ~pol;r on the af:r irs or st te. 

A epublican 1n :aohington ·vas n unh ppy man. His voioe s DOt 

· h rd above the braying of the donk y and his protest ·ere ot little 

avall. ~th rar exceptions the le· Deal os· fre to periment, to 

err 1 to spend freely and to rt1mble · alona promising a better ··o1·ld 
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l 
i th '1n'" ccountin~ ei thor 111 t rms of oney or 1"undamental v lues . 

The "outs" ere 'ins" and vio - orsa •. t th t tim the ortun s 

of the .~epublican party dropped _to the lo rest bb in hi to:ey. The 

Democrats could do nd e could do no r1 ht. That as th 

situ ticin. .t:hose were dar l: da s tor ... rty ll mber • Th y bad to 

a 11~7 their r~ and t ~e it. 

In ti _s of crisis like those o th 30 ' , a t denl had to be 

done 1n a short t • There a ild ru-h to solve aU the probl ms 

or accumulated history t t pre iou ly ere not ap a ent. conse-

q·xen tly, e tu se s001 or the oat radic 1 departure from 

traditional etbods ot ;ere ev u ated nd e tood by nd 

atched practices that in loov b ck emaze ua by their naivete. 

ut tho e er t s ot crisis - a in nd a in e er r in ed 

of t raot - an there s 11ttl o be done a out ~t . Th world 

was 1n a mess and there s no denying that. 

Probably the ont ccnspicuou ein le trend in those y rs s the 

tendency of young P~Ople to lOOk at the st nd s y, "Gosh, 

8 
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a lf1l stakos have ben mnd l" T, ol ~ o ..... ns or rr edom, liberty, 

and equality h d holl rin bee us re d port t 

than , eorotioa2 riPht • In some countries this contr st b c so 

exagg rated th t cc ~s bl p ple ro :d.llin to xohang t eir 

political lib rt1 s for the r nting d ravin ~ or a Hitl r. But 

le t , fore t, 1 t !l.S not ov rlook the :f'aot th .t to l s er d ee 

\70 d1 th [; thin • : w: r lllAg to exche.n o tr dam 1n 

oconooia anterprise tor th r ul ry the rie of the ; e ere 

11111ng to ve up many ot our stat s' :r.i ts an looal authe1t1•• 

:for · daral subsidy an the largess ot a n tiona! hand-o 1t. or-

I 

t nat lY 1 our des per tio.n as never s re t as t t of ny uropeun 

tion • That 'i ~ our ood. for~una. ut the trend · cl r ly rked 

v n hor 1n t e 1 nd o:r r dom. It historic 1 t ct nd th re 

coul no deny it. 

' 

Let'. bo brutally rra • Let• onll 

this thiDg in ltD tr historical p .rspoctlve. It d14 se absurd, 

dtan•t 1t• th t in a land that ns blest ith the most laY1ah 

resourc ' 
n .ore lined up t oup itch s n ther 

9 



job to b found? It av parado ic 1 th t 1n t1on t t boo t d 

of unlimit d opportunity ell- qu 11fi d bu in s n a the avi s 

of 11in l to noth d v th o t rorth h11 inv st-

nt turn o o p p in th t nklin of n y ? Thi can' t 

d ny., At th t t - n I r it vividly, coll e uate 

s t tun t if h t a job pin" asol 1n t 15 e • 

of my fr1 nd nt out from t ir un1vers1 t1 . to l • the str ets 

nd pr y tor pitt nee. It n ' t the exoept1on - it waa the rule. 

Those 1ere tr1 teni timeD nd 4on' t v r let 8Jl70ll• tell TOU 

Clift r ntly. hey re times or oriaia like I never hope to see 

a a1n. 

But d spit all t is , I still b 11 ve that r ·ardl as or 1hat pol1-

t1oal part y h pp n d to be 1n po 1er t tbat t1me1 cert in tuncla-

m nt 1 probl h to b t . I p on l l y am ot the opWon that 

cru 1 to n 11k H rb t oov • 
h too ould ve brou t a bout ic ch s nnd th ld ould 

.,. c forth r 1c lly lt r d. ho e ch s re 1n vitable • 

10 
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Th y er in th c ds ot h1 tory d no ody could s t ok t dec 

ny rr r ntly. Inadv rt ntly - nd I stress t t ord b c u e 

th re r v ry r 1 countr men, x.erts or oth r se, ~ho could 

th ov all is oric 1 tt n - d 11 d t cart to et 1n 

front or th horse; 1 d llowed c rtain 1no1pl f 1nd1v1 ual 

pro rty to b come a s1v d xploit tive. T human t ctor s 

a bus • The cal ju t didn't 1 0 • Th re a n und !able 

diocrep ncy ot n th re rds of capital n the Just r turn ot 

labor. Look t it' honestly - boil it down to it 

!!&. 41,4 .we w• tn t t l'rible d pr ssion? The truth 1 th t ur-

ch s1 pen r ot th nj or1 tT ot age d beh1o4 

their e rning power. They could till 1 r houses ith row on ro o~ 

oods. but thy did not ve the oney or the credit to consume vbut 

thy d ur otured. The result 1189 the 1neYitable pUsl\t of too 

much outgo and too little income. It s essentiall.7 th t nimple, 

but hOt; to solve the s1 tuntion 9 1 ss as to underst nd. 

Looki t th ov rall ooo.mplishment or the p at re years e see 

that in eneral l la tion h s had one p rtioular aim 1 

to 

11 .. 
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abou c balano bet'V7e n oonswn:ing otantial an pro uoi capacity. 

I ..,ay th t . e ardless or party ·· cannot deny th· t this not only 

desirable but it ·1as nbsolut ly in.disp nsablo _f America ,; a to go 

r·;, :r.d and av id th itfalls that ~- ap_ d m y and ny a n t1on 

of the older .lorld beyona the .A"lant1o . 

But nov ~a are taoi n a dittarent situ t1on. Let ' s consider 1t tar 

a mo. ent and then .1e nom to the e.nti 1 qu stion ot how you and 

I vdll oto in ov b • To ay e bav paosed the or! is ·h n th re 

\ras n ur nt n e tor xp rimont nd _ ora exper ntat1on. Today 

the tlon 1 or pro per us t n it h s ever been in all its lGDS 

hi tory ot privil ue nnd aohi v True, this has come about 

lareely thro~ll th n gative timulus of the and the hal -back 

1n production ·hie resulted flom 1 o y ars of ll- out .tdlituy 

production. But the t y 1n ·~hich recoveJ.•y oame about is a aeoon4Uy 

question - th ct i 1 1 ve reoov r d. our ploym nt ait t1on 

io bctt r th n it has ev r b en. Today e are turning out or goods 

than IU'lJ' economist 1n hia iild t dr could ntici nt • 

a roeperous nation and lucky to b so . Students who go 

12 
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our ooll Bes o out '4th tho promis f ood jobs and cell nt 

futures, Th e , 1n an conomio nse t le t, prosp rous 

d ya. · a n b rat ful for the r ot. 

But remember, nd th1§ &s t~o f!9,S I ,wJ.aJ:l \O ,RiJ!I• that 1n oing 

thro h tho cri 1s or r and depreoslon, :e have moved close~ and 

closer to m~~d SUmt.rf).1zat&.oa 9f !utheritx.• Tod 1 our ederal 

ov rnrn nt is th bie est busin sa 1n the rorld, It ploy ov r 

2' million p r one, or one out ot very thirty ;orl" s 1n t is oounti'J' 

tod y, It debts n its o li tlon are o tr doua 1 t 1s h · d to 

conceive ho c; they .1.11 ev be aid - nd y t t y 1:1uat e id. In 

ord to et th ohall es of our n , tho n ceaa1t1 a of t1onal 

det nse n4 orld r covary, our tional ov rnm nt bas gro n to 

such tantastio roportions it o•ers dov.s the activit! a of our 

greatest private buo!ness - mor than that - it overshado s all the 

aovernm nts of the orld, I say h t e ve o reached the st ce 

When th incre s cost or th overnment thre ten to rob mg 

onrners ot tho v ry nin ... they have nade 1n th p st ten yeara. 

e c n h ve anoth r depression - kind ot depr 

1) 
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befol"e been thought of by our economist a and 1 t isn •t 1n the text

books you otudy. It ill be o d nr ~oion 1n rhioh not co!lltal t kes 

too gre· t o. s r f our oarninL"' capa.o1ty so that 'Je laok the 1h re

r; t 1 to ptll'ohaao tho oo s, but ~vernment ,1tp!U takes too great 

s rei T ·t is p r f ctl conocivabl It can happen and it t 

hepponl And th t, 1ltT hi nda, auld be a much eat r trage than 

aver happ ned in th t)O's b cause ~oul be totaU, b nkrupt . 

Th t ional ov r.nm.e.nt 'auld ituel b ~thout credit, and then 

where vould 1~e turn? 

To1ay out or every dollar you earn, 31 oent or it goes to support. 

sto ·~.~o, local, or t deral overnment. Think ot 1 t - )1 cent• ou.t ot 

every dollar of natiODal illoo.m.el Just to tak. an overaimpl1f1 d 

illustration, let's aaaum that 1n this ·my e prox1m.e.tely 1/) ot 

your income in verted to overnrnont . It this increases, how 

th an 1ag -earn rs urchase the oods thy produce? Oh• y s, 

you o n sa th t th Jl centa out of ev ry dollar isn't totallJ 

~·a t a. It c a back to you 11'1 terms of Ser"t'icea y thoae overn

m t l Wli to - t t 1a partiall.T tru-, b t that depends entirely- on 

, 



t e f'fioienoy or ~hoaa cov rnmont~l functions nd :te 1 k.no-' 

that the wast· s nnd dissipn ionc of o rorru nt are far oat r than 

tho~e of pr~v te in uotry . t v tu lly the iscropancy ~11 com 

just ao inevitably as tho iocr panoy of tho past bet, • .-n _capit,o 1 

nnd lo bor came. os, there is a no '1 animal in tho ciroua and that 

an~ol iu th gova~nment itself! - v~rr d n~crous br od, to pu' 

it mildly. 

Per .... onnlly, I don't think th t the D ocratic administration h s any 

cone ption of thin threat. They v sorv d ·their purpo e u.nd r a 

philosophy or pump-priming and toda ,ri t 1 tlleir lead ship enf bled 

by th lo ... s or Franklin oo v lt and the c1 r lictiona of brain

trusters, thoy oro incapable or und s n in t te t1Inos in .Thich we 

ar n 11v1 ~ . J t s other rt1 s v in th p st ott n 

cau,. t in tho 1m of hi a tory 1 o.~O ~ ' V th Demo or t • Truman 

huD eith r the mntul cap city north hi toric 1 p r peot1ve to 

understand ' ll t is o t:'f on. He cont1nu to tal th l&"l uage 

ho l rned from his pt-ed c osor, vho is no" th aubjoct of history

boots. The tim s move ah~ad, and 1t's n ver th dun er of 

' 



t count - h v 1 •oa f otors . It's t e unpr -

iot bl , n, nd t 1 r ir a o l d rship, ision, 

r l1vin in n o 

z tion 1 thr t1 

1n hich th inevi able tr nd towar4 oentra11-

t p o th t is br tht ki • Look 

t our apJ o d1 t noe 

11, d t lik it or not 

b 1bittled down t 

r r b lbo 

thing at 

ith the 

o t ntoto t in noth r r rub d lbo1s · th our n xt 

door n 1 ora . 

And how ay I sk you, in he taoe ot this over h lm1 tide ot 

h1stor;r do tbe Demoor t ropou to guard your 1n41vtdual lib t y 

n4 min ? o th T ropo e to a sure your secur it7 ud ke tb1e 

a orld 1n ioh e can hop to live peaoetullT' 

s ne r as I o n se • th D mooratio rt s only one ay to 

solve aRT probl : impose r sulnt1on aDd authority tra. above. 

The.r are lot Uke the m111tnr1sta you and I know so ell who 

solve probl a by 1 suing n order or imposin 

16 
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t at ho rin of ·orl you I . nt t liv in? I for ono s y 

phatio lly" o• , Th tis t or t ray p s ibl to t t tJ1 

t.roub1 • It's ap_ o linG - It 11 it that b 0 u 0 r nt 

inlolicity. ut I it t it oo o r nt 

tt r d it on't tart ~ • 

The trend to '1 rd o ntralizet1on to · 1 th e t st incle roblc 

1e face . TO'\ 1 th time for r 1 R public 14 lOGY - not an 

, 
1 e lOuY of pty plotitudaQ d thre d orn phr ~a • It ia not a 

time for t old opportun1 t th 20' 

o~ 'I ry itori 1 it r • Our nation to ay u..,t hav youthful 

1 a. rship l It t h! v n 1ho v 11v d through th troubl 

tim a ot the p at fifteen y ars ond ho understand h tide , G tle-

n. s you 11 kn v y 11, t 'o vat d1ff ronce betJeen 

int 111 noe and 1 dan. d y e re in crying nee of that r re 

thing call d 4 · dom in our 1 dar hip . 

oometlmes amid the clamour of a noisy a , certain 1'aots became 

completely obscured, Recently I heard co essman Ju&\ ot J'innesota 

make th1o statement, an4 it ~pressed me us profoundly w1ae: 
17 
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uso e peopl .... seem to -:.." car th first ten 

en~ent to the Oonci tution, th so-onlled Bill of 

r1...., ts, 9 ,l rantees hUt Our uOV rnm nt \ 'll dO thi 

or c 1at tor h citizen, Ra.. r t' ., uara t s 

t ·1 · t th -.Jov rnm. nt ca)lQQi do this or that to th 

citi en. aoh s a u .:.-:-ant to th indiv1 ual ci 1 n 

a ainat th pow .rs of hi governm t." 

Th t k or thinkine is rofr ahi in t s day of totalitari n 

bu • Thor i he 

\~ party and the D 

nt 1 d stinotion in philo,;)o hy be · n 

crat • They bav c pl tely b ndon tho 

rinc1pl th t t r ar nd ~hould b 1 ts 1ith1n ·hich ood 

aov r nt o oul oper t • 

Personally I th1nk it's hi t e ·e go baok to tunda,mantal.s. e o 

back to tho ori inol t1sdom of those men .ho · ota the cons 1 tut1on 

ot th United Stntes. l'; c not sayin thoy J ·a or oleo. I'm not 

say the~r d some mysterious po r to se into the tuture and 

to a t1o1pate every teohnolo 1c 1 oh th t 1 ~ s1noe 

18 
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But they d som th hich 1 v ry applicable 1n our day d ages 

they understoOd one fundamental t t e n<>t must take into conaidera-

tion. hey kne th t or all terprises the enterprise ot overnm nt 

1 subject to the mo t dr atio d' m1 n1sh1 returns 1mn nable. They 

~ 
kne that one private laborer produces tuee- ~iaea ea •••1\ 1n a i ven 

period ot t11118 as1ii...~llllellt bure ucr t~. They knew t t the 

dignity of man, th exercise ot the sacred right ot persOnal ohoioe, 

1 fter all tbe mo t v lued pos eaa1on that &IQ" man 1n &At age can 

hope to att 111. oonom1o security? Yes, ot course 1t' important. 

e must do ver th1 in our patv r to mak: our th present ro perit_y 

continues for y rs to come . But en the stomach is filled and when 

:re have roots over our heado • 1 th ne t thi th t all n 1 rn 

for - ether it's 1n erio , or uro,P 1 and ev n in Russi here 

tor the time being th 11 t ot p sonal treodom ha Bono out. 

LIB - that ' a stUl a bi rord, the ord th t ives eanine to 

lite itself nd tbat e ns the possible achiev ent of hat you and 

I are al an striving for, nBnlely, rsonnl ppiness. 

Gentlemen, I ·ish there re time to o deeper into tbt philoso 

19 
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of modern Republicanis ;hioh of • all 1. . .~ not lle eas e t thin ~ 

to de~oribe because i~ i n t o cr-simpli 1 octrinos 

··'hich today threaten t e very . p1r1t or . ind. ua . public nism 
I 

nev r ill be a ctrin or a panacea th t c n e { itt o~ 1 

. i.m.ples phrase or exploin d in t l'm.s of on , t o, three. "o ern 

epublicanism i a spirit of l1v1n·. It is u oep undarat nding of 

tho tim s 1n 1hich e l1v , of the hiotorical trends that brought 

us to this age and the p tterns lhich aro likely to follow. 

You sk me, gentlemen, .hy I Iepublioan? You \ hy I 

thin~ you should be? 

In plain \ ords I c n put 1 t tb1a my-: I run Republican beoauae I 

believe in the easentlal 41 1ty ot 1~nkind . I am a Republican 

because I believe t t out or the tra 1tions or that rty alone can , 

com the iodom and p rcept1on th t ill de us alo the perilous 

paths of the unwritten history of tho tuture. I am a epublioan 

because to rne ther is o greater ohall nge in the orld today than 

to prove to the lo~) t and be~ ildered p opl s or the 
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