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Pruti.uuy ewery reasomably intelligent man or woman these days m-

that War has been and alwmys will be an expensive and devastating experiemes.
Hewevsr, xMuumm hycu'afnﬁ“a and figures to show
that this world has mot¢, in the past, been impunised from War, and that

the cost of waging war has remched sky high altitudes, "The Soeisty for
International law of London reports that im the last four thousand years
there have been only 268 years of werld pesce: that in spite of more than
eight thousand peace treatiss.” War suspends all consideration of thrift
and solvency. ® It is said thet using the same method of purchasing

power, in the time of Julius Caesar the eost for emch man dead wpon {
the battlefisld was ,78¢. That expense rose through susceeding wars until
fimally in the 30 Years War of the seventeenth eextury the sost was $50 for
every battlefisld fatality. Again the cost inoressed until our Civil War
when each dead pertisipant in bettle represented an expenditure of $5,000,

In World War I the cost with the same element of purshasing power resched
the high of §25,000. In this war the sost of each dead soldier on the field
of battle represents the unbelisvable expense of nearly § 200,00, This ome

mation has spent nearly three hmmdred billion dollars in owr prossewtion
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otilh'ﬁl,‘)tmnwt or greater than all our aseumilated per-
sonal and real property.

It eannot be denied that the eonmtimumtion of sush trends will banlkrupt the
world merally as well as materially. The Veteran of World War II has,
munwuuﬂuunrwmtocm,uwhrmuthoMm
well being of this werld, than any other growp,

In the U, 5. alone sppromimately 20 million men & women served in the
Armed Foross h-m; 1989 and 1947, 20 million out of 150 million ias
a sizeabls blesk however you look at it. Because the persommel of
our Army and lwym-mlfm growp, unanimity on any subjest
was woll nigh out of the guesticn with ome exeeption., Im our citisens
Army, where men of all races, oreeds and religions fought side by

sids, there was bumt ouﬂohjom" WORID PEACE. Our fighting men

wanted PEACE before the global eomflagration started in 1939; they

prayed for PEACE dwring the horrible days that men on bdoth sides
were falling in bdattle; and those that have returned fervently hope that
the PEACE they stwruggled to attain will eontinue ewerlastingly,

Tafertwmately the Veterans eof this cowdyy have not and will mot et

in unison in attempting to schisve the objective, If the ex-service men

aemmmmmmmmniumuamc.mmw-




foreign pelisy would be more effestive and powerful for theother
peocples of the world would then know that the majerity of the eitiszens
of this eountry were behind whatever our foreign pelisy might be., Ald
xﬂ,‘,mmm‘;
Mu’mmaﬂmmumcf m,(mmn-

cause of a total lack otmomhnﬁ“nhhunmu 'IZ"‘“JM

.W,tmm-mmumnw-mumx Tuﬂ

wrih ot a0 14 i 2. Ihe poteney thay owr diplomste

now wield during the international ne , is more ndent
our ion of thw atomic bomb seeret rather tham :
asesrd  ouwr sitisens as 4o hew Fease should be ashisved,

I say this in spite of owr present di-partisan foreign pelisy and in
so doing I am mot eritisising this step which has at least wmnified owr
foreign policy on the Sep lewel, but &t the same time down on owr

level there is nok as mush uniglon of thought or equality of informstion

Wt&ochﬂdh.
how 4id the men who fough® in World War II feel towsrds War and

/m Pease in the years before December 7, 19417 NMost of the 20 million
f- whe served becsms of age dwring the 1830's when the dedate and the

partisanship between iselssionism or pacifician and intermatiomalisem or

interventionism grew in intensity, and most of the 20 million lnew they
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were imevitably faced with the prospect of nrn. and mi‘wnoo- t serviee.

The horrors and futility of Werld War I had been indelibly impressed upen

them by their edueation and by the pessing events as they matured, Cer-

tainly the nation as & whols duwring the aftermath of World War I during

e

the 20's wanbted Pesce sy by not joining the lsague of Hations we adeopbed

f astosin ©

the isolutionist taek, . During the 1930's the trend began to turn the other

way, slewl}) yes, but wmoph cams to the realiszation that the

events in Eurepe proved we, as s nmation, should be emerting ocuwr influensce
s et aﬂﬂw

mere direstly, However all during the "30's® the various anti war

organisations flowrished on the eampuses of our colleges and among

youbh groups threughout the country. Perhaps this attitude existed be=

osuse their parents as & whele felt the same way,although less demonstratively

o, adirls

so, I will admit., Perhaps they felt this way because in their sehooling
v~

they learned that wars enly resulted in temperary truces .tbt‘on‘ld

wibheoutwithout any concern about the sanetity of pesce treaties. JBerhaps

e _ther folt—that—wxy breawse—bhe-—vetesrang of the lash-wer;,—es—represehs

ed by the Amsziesn—tegion;—were—wniformly-iseintionists. Perhaps we, who

later fought, did not like the thought of dying in an spparently futile

struggle befere owr day,

Whatever the basis for this anti-war sentimens, it existed smong the “to

be G, I's and as & result the deplomads handling our fereign peliey had

\

~50R;
* ”\

—

eRAL YN

(

Yyye

’.- £



\

1ittle or no support from a large sepment of the publiec on behalf of an
inbterventionist or world participation peliocy, The “to«be G, I, seemed
$o hope that time alone would cure the Worlds problems and he hope that
nl@;ﬁﬂu in to those who made territorial demands, perhaps a
solution might be evolved,

We all know that sush a polisy utterly failed with horribl&:‘lm eoming
Decexber 7th 1941, From that date, the attitude of those already serving
in the Armed Forses and those about to be indueted, abruptly shanged, I%
was no longer a question of how Peace could be maintained for War was
upon us; it was simply and gquite direotly a gquestion of row we could
hold and preserve our America as we kmew it. Undoubbedly mﬁ. Is
during the war theught they were fighting for a New World, but froem

ny oontacts with thou in the Paeifis, I sincerely beliewe

STt e T
uip-ny interested in winning the war, snd that

alone, The winning of the Peace hardly oscupied his thoughbs, that was

& chore or a gusstion beyond his immediate job and present upubmtm;
With the eapitulation of Germany in the spring of 1945, the more thoughtful
G. I began to wonder what we, as a mation, were going to do about the

tremendous responsibility now thrust wpon owr shoulders I reeall guite

distinotly the days of the United NHations orgmniszation conference in

San Francisee and the interest evidenced in those meetings by the men whe



were serving with me., The fall of Japan meant the shesking war was over;
no longer was our ecsuniry's survival the prineipal censideration, In
fact the o.xs—emmmhnwmm.
and once u-:ﬁi—- gonerally emweshed in a multitude of locsl and
persomal preblems,

How does the G, I, feel now sinee he iz a Veteran? The vast majority of
veberans follow and live wp to the eateoh phrase held by the A, V. €,,
"Citisens Firet, Veterans Second”,

Howsver the Wteran does have » few ideas of his own_on what our sowxkry's
foreign policy should be and how it should be attained, Eome of these
thoughts are expressed personally in small geb-togethers or in letters be
twoen friends, In some instances the warious public epinienm pells test
the veterans snd publish the result, Anothsr medium for the publieation
of veteran opinion are the platforms and pelieiss of the various vetersns
organisations.

The A. V. Co, &n all World War II organisetion, adopted in July of 1048
the following as the Preamble %o i%s Inbernational Affairs platform.

I quote in part "We suppert a streng United Nations as the basis fer

world understanding,~-weis further urge, s a means of enfersing this

authority, the creation of a world armed Feree recruited from individuals



of the United Nations who will owe exclusive allegisnee to the United
Naticns.” To my Imowledge this is the mest streightforwerd and ferthright
appreash by any weterans group, whether any of us agree with the varicus
pertisulars or not. Atmutmm.-mumtxnm.m

of the A, V. €, but I do sdnire the stand they have talken on a great

mny issues. ’
The other weterans crganisations have not gome on record as favering

any partisular foreign polisy. Astely of their vardous platferms
indicates that they all favor an "adequate preperedness prograx® In
other words the Veterans organisations as a whols feel that owr mation
 should maintain a substantial Army and Navy., I sstually feel that the
individusl veteran sineerely belisves in such e program,

Just how the beterans would vote on the propesed buwdget allesation for
the Army and Navy might be and imteresting questiom, Ifear that the
veterans would demand a out in the Armed Forces prepesed budget, not
becauss Shey were sgainst military prepsredness, but simply beosuse ;
their own emperiences have taught them that the military system seuld

be more sffisiently handled., All G, I 's believe that the same job

could be dome by the Army and Hawvy for less momey if a halfhsarted

sttompt were made by thw "wrass hats™ to instituts eertein obvious

eoonomies,



Wt is the Veterans attitude toward the United Nations? Acording toc the
Gallup Poll the Unibed Nations has been beseming of late more pepular
with our citizens as & whole., I give yeu the results as tabulated by the
Ameriean Institube of Publie Opinion They gslméd of the gexeral publie
on for different cccasions this question "Are you satisfied or dise

satisfied with the progress that the United Nations has made to date

Moy 1946 - 37% 26%
July 1946 26% 49% 25%
Fov. 1948 7% 43% 30%
Jan, 1947 39% 3% 28%

This sswme Gallup Poll found theat the Vets of World War II in sarly 1946
were one of the most outspolen groups in expressing dissstizfastion

with the progress made by the United Nations They felt largely “there is
4o much biekering and arguing” and that the worlds statesmen were mot

koeping faith with the soldiers who had given their lives on the babtle
fronts %0 make world peace possible. In Jammary of 1547, the webteran‘s
attitule ad changed, at least it is more in line with the view of the

gonerul publis. The emmparatiwe figures are as fellews,

In July of 1946 the general publis were 26X satisfied with the progress

of she United Nations) ¢9% dissatisfied and 25% holding no opimien

When a group of Vetwwnns were asknd the same questions in July




27% were satisfieds60% were dissatisfied; and 13X held mo opinmion. Im Jame
uary of this year figures more slesely parallel one ansther. The general
publio was 59X satisfied;33% dissatisfisd and 28 % held no epinion, The veteran
was 41X satisfied; 38% dissatisfisd and 215 held mo epinion, Mr. Gallup

in his enaljwis of the results states that the publis belisves in & pest

war world organization and not & return to isslationism, The Veterans,

as well asother citisens, mevely feel that the diplomats representing

the various cowntries should talk less and socamplish mere,

Dees the vetersn beliswe in the Trumane Vandenburg, bipartissn foreign
pelisy, or the Hemry A. Wallase approach? The Wallaes policy is definately
one of appessement to Russia or an emphasis or a"Compromise pesce®.

The present RepublicanwDemocratic bipartisan foreign policy is one of
firmness and eandor with s deo-enphasis on wasilatien,

Fertwne Magazine in a recent edition questioned veterans sz to what man
they would faver fer owr next president. I believe the results of the
poll indieste to & largs degree Just whish of the above bwo foreign polisies
the wveberan does faver, Unfortunsately Senator Vandenberg's name was ned
interjeeted into the list of possible eandidates, but the foreign pelisy

stand of the other men are well enough lmown so that we can come %o ‘,';1«' X

some fsirly sound conclusions. \?



The pell showed that Dewsy, Stassen, Trwsan, Wallasce and Taf't in that order
would get the vote of the veteran. There was little differense in the
vote for Pewey and Stassen. It should be nobed that Wallnoe mmixPxitk whe
belisves in sompromising and Taft who is perhaps the most isclatienist ef
all of ouwr matiomal figwres brimg wp the rear. Stassens views are wmll
mown, he is & firm belisver in the Uhited Nations and follews the
Yandenbewg polisy slesely., In the pell he was cn of the leaders, Prese
ident Trumanr likewise paced the other twe,
I dbeliswe that we can rightfully assuw from thacsiscws this that the
voterans favor a man or men for President who belieww in a firm, non
Tomesr b
vacilatingd fereign poliey. Lhmp-domté Siie Nenry Wallace and he
spitomises the meli:h point of view to that of Semator VandenBerg. It
uquawmumwwunmmn.mm

Wt an T
é{)@ and hs represents the "eld schoel isolationism.® The Zew Veterans attitude

paratlls

in this regard TF—guite—S—oenienat— that exhibited by the veterans of
Wan T
mumxnmm:muamw /"éw"q
In comclusion Mumunammmmm
{denlisticlly what one soldier fought for in his post war world, Dm d

Bvery time someons says leaguwe, or demverasy or freedom or internatioml

erganisation, don't think of a defimition but think of hundreds of millions

of Africans, Imdisns, Chinese, Tibetans & South Amerisans who eannot read



or write, who have mo somesption of their world. They have never seen
or heard of radies, streetears, vitamins, books but they are peepls and

I am fighting for them and for their developmewts.





