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CONGRESSMAN

GERALD R. FORD |

HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER

NOTE TO EDITOR: A copy of this radio telk by Rep. Ford, sent out for use by Kent
and Ionia radio stations the weekend of July 26-27, is also being sent to you
for whatever use you might choose to make of it.

For many years after the end of World War II, it was commonplace for people
to ask each other, "Where were you on V-E Day?" There will be little or no need
to ask Americans where they were on July 20, 1969. Nearly all of them were -- of
course -- glued to the tube, watching two of their countrymen maske an almost
unbelievable landing on the moon. Then, on into the early hours of July 21, 1969,
Americans gazed in awe as their television sets brought them pictures of Neil
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin walking on the powdery surface of another planet a
quarter of a million miles away.

I could not help feeling as my wife Betty and I and the children watched
this greatest of all television spectaculars that the moon mission seemed almost
easy. Then I remembered the price we had paid -- not only an estimated $24 billion
in federal expenditures but also the lives of three gallant astronauts who didn't
make it to the moon, our own Roger Chaffee of Grand Rapids and his buddies Gus
Grissom and Ed White,

It is a jarring thought to think back to the flash fire of Jan. 27, 1967,
that took the lives of Roger Chaffee, Ed White and Gus Grissom, but I think we
should remember...we should remember and honor them, just as much as we honor the
moon mission men of Apollo 11, Heil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Mike Collins.
Chaffee, Grissom and White also made an heroic contribution to the success of
Apollo 11. They also helped make it possible for Eagle to land on the moon and
for Columbia to return to planet earth with information that may unlock the secrets
of the universe.

Now, as we sit back and ponder the incredible journey of Apollo 11, we are
filled with mixed emotions and our thoughts are somewhat jumbled. We feel a
tremendous pride. But we also are troubled by nagging questions. If we can put
a man on the moon, why can't we solve the problems of the cities? If we can put
a man on the moon, why can't we find ways for men to live in peace on earth?

There are, of course, no easy answers to these questions. We must try, and
we must try much harder than we have. This I know. It is easier to put a man on
the moon than it is to resolve the crisis of the cities. The crisis of the cities
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is an even greater challenge than space exploration. Not as exciting. But success
in this effort would be Jjust as rewarding, if not more so.

So we are going to have to constantly review our priorities in terms of
demands on the federal dollar and what we know we must do as a Nation and a people.
Then, we must do it.

As for the search for peace, President Nixon has embarked upon another
effort in that direction with his trip to Asia and to Romania. ©Some Americans may
wonder why the President should visit Romania. It's clear to me that the President
is seeking to promote friendship with those who want friendship with us -- and that
this is the path to world peace. Enmity, hatred, hostility -- these have never
brought peace, whether those involved were nations or individual men. At the same
time, America and the world should know that President Nixon is a realist in dealing
with the Communists. Xe does not intend to give away something for nothing.

Earlier I spoke of the great competition for the federal dollar posed by
our various national needs and interests. I might mention here and now the great
need to protect the dollar so that it will continue to buy something.

There are those in Congress who have opposed the President's plan to
continue the surtax at 10 per cent until Jan. 1, then drop it to 5 per cent and
finally phase it out next June 30. Some have argued that the President's cuts of
$4 billion in the federal budget were not enough. Last week the President
announced additional cuts of $3.5 billion in federal spending, just to offset
rises in certain federal outlays over which the Nixon Administration has no
control -- interest on the national debt, medicare, social security, civil service
retirement tenefits, public assistance and veterans benefits. The President is
holding down federal outlays to the very best of his ability. And I am supporting

the surtax extension and phaseout as the best weapon at hand to fight inflation.
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HOUSE REPUBLICAN POLICY COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON HOUSE~SENATE CONFERENCE
On The NASA Authorization Bill

The House Republican Policy Committee urges the House=-Senate Confegen?e on
the National Aeronautics and Space Administkation Authorization Bill to écégpqvthe
key Republican amendments which were adopted on the floor of the House, These amend-
ments would reduce the funds requested by NASA by $201.4 million, establish an inde=
pendent safety panel in NASA and require thé Space Administration on its own initi-
ative to keep Congress fully and currently i%{o?hed of E?obifm areasig the spacé\\‘
effort, : | ‘ i

In this period of extreme fiscal crisis with a;Federal deficit that may
ballson #o §29billion, the probable cost of the war }ﬂﬁV1etnam escalating to $30
billion a year, and the Administration pre?aring to request a tax increase, the
realistic reduction in the NASA athoriza ‘on must be sustained, {ndex the House
approved authorization, vital resea?éh 3£Z!development can be carried forward and
the manned space program thtough:theéApollo lunar landing can be completed according
to schedule, The ﬁgaglo QPplicacioné Program has been revised in an attempt to avoid
premature commitmentazto s%ﬁg}is hardware that may become obsvlete and inadequate for
projecned future missions,

The traﬁip death of the }Qree astronauts at Cape Kennedy last January under=-
scored taﬁ necessity for ii?goved igfety procedures in our space program, Certain
elementary sgfety procedureSwhad been disregarded. Warnings were ignored. Important
recommendations\were either sh lyed or half~heartedly implemented, For example, an
astronaut testifie that he had made more than 30 observations and recommendations

for safety features on the hardware, Significantly, one of those not taken care of
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vas a revised and bettar designed escape hatech, Also, the investigation of the
Apollo fire at Cape Kennedy reflected that at 4:30 p.m., two safety men left the job.
Notwithstanding this fact, the test coentinued, At 6:30 p.m. the fire occurred,

-:A serious safety haszard evalyation gap has existed in:the space program.
In order to pretect the lives of our astronsuts and to insure that misasions assigned
will -be succesgfully completed, an independent safety advisory panel patterned after
the successful Atomic Energy Commission safety review system must be established,
This safety panel would be authorized to monitor NASA operations. It would identify
potential dangers that have escaped NASA's noticé, such as the fire hazards that led
to the January Apollo. fire.,

- Although the .Apollo program was in serious trouble during 1965 and 1966,
the NASA officials did not keep Congress fully informed, Failures in procurement and
production thas endangered the objectives of the Apollo program were not disclosed.
The Phillips Report,lwhoge findings, including the conclusion that "quality is not
up to NASA required standards",. closely paralleled the findings of the,Apollo;Review
Board, was not revealed. to Congresda Moreover, ét,qhevqime.the<Philiips inspection
was made and the report rendered, the spacecraft in which the fatal fire occurred
was-in the process of manufacture, , T T T

. The NASA Oversight Subcommittee of the House .Science snd Astronautics Com-
.mittee has held exhaustive and comprehensive hearings, : It.is hoped that this sub-
comittee's report will clear up many of the questions concerning safety in the
Space Program,

The relatisnship between NASA and Congress must be improved, When Congres~
sional supervision is lacking, carelessness all too often results and public confi-
dence is impaired, . In .order to supervise properly this nation’s space program,
Congress.must- have adequate and continuing information, The Republican sponsored
amendment:weuld insure that the cognizant Committees in the House and Senate are .

fully and currently informed on NASA activities,
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HOUSE REPURLICAN POLICY COMMITTET STATE'ENT OV THE YATIONAL AFRONAUTICS

AND SPACF ADMINISTPATION AUTFONIZATION RILL, E.%, 15856

Under the Eisenhower Administration, the Country initiated a comprehensive
research and development program‘that onzned the skies to the American Astronaut.
Since that time, there have been a number of discoveries and advances in the space
program that have contributed to the crowth of this Nation's technological capabili-
ties. A balanced space program that will ensure nrogress and oreeminence in this
important field must be continued.

In this preriog of urban and'fiscal crisis, however, every program, every ex-
penditure must be Carefully_examined° Tvery cut that can be made must be implemented.
Every program that can te deferred must be rescheduled.

Thé seriousness of the present situation is reflected in the fact that interest
rates have soared to their highest level since the Civil War. Retween December 1960
and December 1767, the consumer orice index ircreased 192.27 and in the first quarter
of this year, prices have risen at an annual rate of 4%. The day before Washington's
birthday, the Tfeasury Devartment announced that for the first time In history the
Federal Debt exceeded %350 billiom.

William *'cChesney '"artin, Cbairﬁan of the Fedefal Reserve %oard, recently
warned that the United States is “in the midst of the worst financial crisis that
we've had since 1231.°

Fiscal mismananement by the Vennedy and Johnson Administrations has shalen the
world's confidence in the dollar and in this Country's fiscal integrity. A monetary
collapse has been narrowly averted through the establishment of a makeshift tvo-price
structure for gold and the nlan for the creatior of a new form of international money.
Unless our budget is brought under control, and the deficit in our international
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payments is sharply reduced, these measures vill not e effective and the steep
slide to disaster will continue.

The Fouse Committee on Science and Astronautics has recommended a €153 2ii1ion
reduction in the Adminictration's $4.3 billion space request for fiscal year 1*6'é
This is a step in the right direction. However, we believe that the request can be
reduced by an additional $200 million without impairing the safety or the effective-
ness of our space program. For example, substantial reductions can be made in the
Apollo applications program, in administrative operations and in public relationms.

"any of the missions of the Avollo applications program are in the planning
stage. loreover, the missions to be undertaken are changing from veek to week a:i
the components and hardware that may be needed are far from final selection. YAS/
does not know how many boosters, how many spacecraft, and how much associated compon-
ents and facilities will be left over from Apollo that could be used in the Apollo
applications program. It appears that $142 million can be cut from this program.
And even with this reductioh, NASA will have %253 million for the Anollo applications
program during fiscal year 1969, This is the same amount that the President se;ifor
the program during fiscal year 194%,

We believe that NASA should place ereater emphasis on research and development
programs that will lead the way to future space advances. The stockpiling of expen-
sive hardware that may be obsolete by the time it is finally needed cannot be justi-
fied. : .

In recent years the MASA Administrative operations appropriation has commanded
an increasingly larger share of the total annual budget. For fiscal year 1964 the
administrative operations appropriation renresented 9.7 percent of the total WNASA
budget. In fiscal year 1965, it vas 11.9 percent: in 1966, 11.4 percent® in 1967,
13.1 percent: in 1968, 13.3 percent. For fiscal year 1969, the 'ASA request for ad-
ministrative overations constituted 14.3 percent of the total appronriation reauest.
The NASA work force has increased until trere is a reauested level of 34,909 personnel
for fiscal vear 1969, : ‘

This escalating trend in civilian employment is reflected throughout the fed-
eral government. In four years, full time permanent employment in the executive
branch will have increased by 454,747 to e total of 2,687,500 civilian employees - an
increase of more than 20 vercent. This trend can be reversed. AAplace where reductions
can be made is the Administration's space request. The administrative overations
authorization of $646.6 million can be cut by $43.5 million.

According to data supplied by MASA, an estimated 269 people will be emnloyed
in the information-public relations field in fiscal year 1769, and the budget estimate
totals over $10.1 million for salaries, travel and pnrogram. A 1967 Associated Press
survey estimated that $200 million is spert by defense and space contractors for
public relations which is charged no doubt, in part, to the taxpayer in contract
costs. Clearly, a tightenine of MASA's budget can he made in this area.

-We support Pepublican proposals which uree MASA to improve its safety program
wherever possible. The safety of our astronauts or the earth, in test chambers, in
flight and on the lunar surface is and rust remain of paramount importance. Ve are
concerned that despite the Apollo 204 accident, the long-range safety orograms in
NASA still need strengthening.

Last year, the Republicans in Congress made repeated efforts to reduce non-
essential spending and successfully led the fight to cut $5.8 billion from the
President's appronriation requests. At the start of this session of Congress, we
pledged "An even greater effort to establish priorities, reduce spending and revise
and reform existing programs.” The reductions in the Administration's snace request .
that we have recommended are an important step in the implementation of this pledge.

e urge their adoption. ” o

Unless government spending is dramatically reduced, the cost of living Mmay reach

the moon before our Astronauts.
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HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER

FOR RELEASE AT 12 NOON
TUESDAY, AUGUST 5,1969

Remarks by Rep. Gerald R. Ford, R-Mich., in connection with introduction of a bill
providing for the minting of a commemcrative hall-dollar as a proof coin bearing
Cesigis honoring the Apollo 11 astronauts and commemorating the Apollo 11 moon flight.

Mr. Speaker, I have today introduced legislation which provides for the
minting of new non-silver half dollars as proof coins commemorating the epic flight
of Apollo 11.

Mr. Speaker, the new non-silver half dollar I have proposed for minting
would not supplant the Kennedy half dollar nor would it circulate in competition with
it and thus create confusion. The moon mission half dollar could be obtained only
by placing an order with the Treasury Department, which would sell the coins at a
price not to exceed $1.

The moon mission half dollar would be a special commemorative coin with the
likenesses of Neil Armstrong, Edwin Aldrin Jr., and Michael Collins on the one side
and the lunar module on the surface of the moon on the other.

Under my bill, the Treasury Department would receive orders for the moon
mission coin until Dec. 31, 1970. Not only residents of the United States but also
residents of foreign countries could buy the coins from the Treasury. I felt this
was appropriate since the Apollio 11 moon mission really belongs to the world. As
Neil Armstrong said, it was "one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind."

I think people throughout the world should have an opportunity to buy a moon mission
half dollar.

Mr. Speaker, as so often happens in matters of this kind, the sponsor of a
bill is not always its originator. In the case of the moon mission half dollar,

I would like it known that Hugh Downs, host of the NBC "Today" show, suggested the
idea.

One last comment. I think the half dollar is the ideal coin for a moon
mission commemorative coin because in a sense it will honor not only all our Apollo
astronauts-~including the late Roger Chaffee of Grand Rapids, Mich.--but also the
late President John F. Kennedy. We all recall that it was Jack Kennedy who in
ringing tones told the world America would put men on the moon before the end of
this decade. We have realized that dream. We have accomplished that objective. I
think Jack Kennedy would have been proud to have a moon flight half-dollar

memorialize the reaching of his goal.
#HBHERRRH
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CONGRESSMAN

GERALD R. FORD

HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER

FOR RELEASE AT 12 NOON
TUE3DAY, AUGUST 5,1969

Remarks by Rep. Gerald R. Ford, R-Mich., in conrnection with introduction of a bill
providing for the minting of a commemorative hali:i-doller as a proof coin bearing
desigis honoring the Apollo 1l astronauts and commemorating the Apollo 11 moon flight.

Mr. Spesker, I have today introduced legislation which provides for the
minting of new non-silver half dollars as proof coins commemorating the epic flight
of Apollo 11.

Mr. Speaker, the new non-silver half dollar I have proposed for minting
would not supplant the Kennedy half dollar nor would it circulate in competition with
it and thus create confusion. The moon mission half dollar could be obtained only
by placing an order with the Treasury Department, which would sell the coins at a
price not to exceed $1.

The moon mission half dollar would be a special commemorative coin with the
likenesses of Nell Armstrong, Edwin Aldrin Jr., and Michael Collins on the one side
and the lunar module on the surface of the moon on the other.

Under my bill, the Treasury Department would receive orders for the moon
mission coin until Dec. 31, 1970. Not only residents of the United States but also
residents of foreign countries could buy the coins from the Treasury. I felt this
was appropriate since the Apollo 11 moon mission really belongs to the world. As
Neil'Armstrong said, it was "one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind."

I think people throughout the world should have-an opportunity to buy a moon mission
half dollar.

Mr. Speaker, as so often happens in matters of this kind, the sponsor of a
bill is not always its originator. In the case of the moon mission half dollar,

I would like it known that Hugh Downs, host of the NBC "Today" show, suggested the
idea.

One last comment. I think the half dollar is the ideal coin for a moon
mission commemorative coin because in a sense it will honor not only all our Apollo
astronauts--including the late Roger Chaffee of Grand Rapids, Mich.--but also the
late President John F. Kennedy. We all recall that it was Jack Kennedy who in
ringing tones told the world America would put men on the moon before the end of
this decade. We have realized that dream. We have accomplished that objective. I
think Jack Kennedy would have been proud to have a moon flight half-dollar

memorialize the reaching of his goal.
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91st Congress March 17, 1970
Second Session Statement Number 3

HOUSE REPUBLICAN POLICY COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON THE FY 1971 PROGRAMS

OF THE NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION

The first year of the Nixon Administration witnessed the culmination of
the greatest scientific effort of the American people, the magnificently perfect
lunar landings of Apollos 11 and 12. The United States achieved in full measure
the goals set and the commitments made for the decade of the sixties.

President Nixon has now called upon the Congress to join in charting a
new course in space for the seventies. He has challenged America to forge ahead
and to continue our progress and leadership in lunar exploration, in satellite
communications,‘in navigation, meteorology, medical research and practical benefits
to mankind. The President has presented to the Congress an effective and balanced
program which insures the achievement of the nation's long-range goals. ~

The Republican proposals for FY 1971 emphasize: (1) preservation of
U. S. technological, engineering and scientific leadership, (2) maximum economy
and efficiency in all space programs, (3) development of practical, usable benefits,
(4) broadening the contribution of technology and research advances to the U. S.
economy, (5) maintenance of balance between manned and unmanned space flight
programs to achieve maximum scientific results with minimum expenditures, and (6)
safe and efficient conduct of aeronautics research programs including air pollution,

air traffic control, collision avoidance and noise abatement studies.
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Through selectivity and the emphasis upon the most effective, benefit-
contributing aspects of the U, S. space'and aeronautics efforts, the President
presents a progressive program within the limits of fiscal responsibility.

A new analysis and redirection of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration programs and goals by a Presidential Task Force under the leadership
of Vice President Agnew, has provided the basis for the proposed authorization for
NASA in FY 1971 which is $522 million below the comparable FY 1970 figure.

The proposed FY 1971 NASA budget, though austere, provides balanced
progress toward the challenging goals of the 1970's and the decades to follow.

The present Administration is making every effort to contain our FY 1971 federal
programs through fiscal responsibility, to insure adequate levels of operation
and to cﬁrtail inflation and avoid recession,

The Republican Members of the House of Representatives recognize the
space and aeronautics program as a continuing and important part of the national
priorities. We support a balanced program with the agbility to change our U. §.
efforts as conditions change. We urge support of President Nixon's FY 1971

proposals for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.
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--FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-~
July 22, 1969

Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford, R-Mich., Minority Leader, U.S. House of Reps.
placed in the body of the Congressional Record of Tuesday, July 22, 1969.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday I was in Grand Rapids, Mich., and was unable to join
my colleagues in the House in expressing the jubilation we all felt over America's
mighty achievement -~ manned exploration of the moon.

In the exhilaration we all experienced during the lunar landing and moon
walk, many Americans perhaps forgot that the Apollo Project cost far more than the
estimated $24 billion expended on sending a man to the moon. It also took the
lives of three fine Americans -~ Roger Chaffee, Ed White and Gus Grissom -~ in a
flash fire that swept through their Apollo spacecraft Jan. 27, 1967, while it sat
on a Cape Kennedy launch pad. Roger Chaffee was from my home town of Grand Rapids.
We went to the same high school.

Mr. Speaker, the flight of Apollo 11 was such a scintillating success that
it almost seemed easy.

T would venture to guess that one reason the flight was so flawless was
because the National Aeronautics and Space Administration ordered a full-scale
rebuilding of the Apollo spacecraft after the tragic fire in 1967. Safety
precautions were tightened up, over-all.

Mr. Speaker, let us all salute Neil Armstrong, Ed Aldrin and Mike Collins
and pray for a safe splashdown in the Pacific on Thursday. But let us also say
. a prayer for Roger Chaffee, Gus Grissom and Ed White and pay tribute to them for
the heroic contribution they made so that Eagle might land on the moon and return
to planet earth.

Mr. Speaker, with the successful flight of Apollo 11 the United States has
opened up the universe for all the peoples of the earth.

I believe our moon journey has kindled a new feeling of pride in country
in all our citizens -- a new and much-needed patriotism, if you will.

This welling up of national pride is most natural. I am sure the other
peoples of the world flash an understanding smile as we throw out our chests and
crow just a little.
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