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For Release on Thursday, July 25, 1968.

Rep. Gerald R. Ford of Grand Rapids is not about to hang an Employment
Service shingle above the door of his office in the U.S. Capitol but he is glowing
with pleasure over his latest job assist.

The story begins with graduation ceremonies at Gallaudet College, famous
school for the deaf in Washington, D.C., where David Othal Riker of 1948
Burlingame Avenue S.W., Wyoming, proudly received a bachelor of arts degree in
mathematics in June. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. Othal N. Riker of Wyoming were
equally proud.

Nobody who has full possession of all his faculties can appreciate the
trepidation with which Dave began his quest for a position as a mathematician
with a Federal agency. Fortunately, it occurred to him to ask Congressman Ford's
help.

When Dave walked into Ford's office a few days after his graduation, Ford
immediately promised to do everything in his power to help him line up a position.
Since Dave canmot hear and can lip-read only a little, he and Ford staff
members carried on extensive ''conversations' on sheets of note paper. Together
they tackled the task of contacting the various Federal agencies through their

coordinators for employment of the handicapped.

Dave and Rep. Ford were discouraged at first. The National Aeronautics and
Space Administration people were "working on something' for Dave but it didn't
look promising. The Department of the Navy, the Department of Commerce and the
Goddard Space Flight Center were among the '"possibles' on Dave's list.

Ford staff members spent many hours making inquiries and setting up
appointments.

The Department of Commerce prospect fell through. Dave twice visited the
Goddard Space Flight Center but that did not prove out. Then happiness hit. Dave
received word from Earl L. Payne, coordinator for employment of the handicapped
at the Defense Department, that a job was waiting for him at the Pentagon. He
reported for work the very next day.

Dave now is working as a mathematician in the Office of the Comptroller for
the Assistant Secretary of Defense.

"I have no problems,' he wrote confidently. "I am enjoying the job very
much,”

(more)
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As for Ford, he was delighted that he could help. He was especially
pleased when Dave's sister, Mrs. Kenneth Gager of Rockford (11181 - 13 Mile Rd. NE,
RD 3), wrote and thanked him for the assistance given to Dave.

"I was talking to my mother yesterday, ' Mrs. Gager wrote, "and she was
telling me about the phone calls and other services performed for Dave and I
must say it is wonderful to know there are people around who will help other
people.”

"Dave has had a nard time of it, all through his life, '"Mrs. Gager continued,
"not only because of his hearing handicap but because of other circumstances.
Therefore, to think that he has come this far is really an accomplishment, and we
all hope and pray that he will continue to progress as he has the last several
years. He deserves every good thing that comes his way and I'm sure he appreci-
ates all that you are doing for him. Again, many thanks to you all for your
kindness and thoughtfulness."

Dave does indeed deserve all good things. A thumbnail biographical sketch
shows that he was one of the top 10 students in his graduating class at Lee High
School in Wyoming and won the Top Salesman Award and Best Achiever Award in the
Junior Achievement of Grand Rapids Program. Since that time he has worked as a
printer and pressman in Grand Rapids and in Maryland, worked on the Gallaudet
College newspaper as business manager and was also business manager of the
college's Student Body Government and its ice hockey team.

A fine, clean-looking chap, Dave has a secret and unusual hobby. He's
something of a judo expert. Maybe he'll give mathematics at the Pentagon a new

twist.

## #




Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford re: Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968

For Fifth District News Media

A greater opportunity to meet hospital construction needs has opened up for
Kent and Ionia County communities as a result of legislation I sponsored in the
90th Congress.

A bill I introduced in April 1967 has been enacted as part of the 1968
Housing and Urban Development Act, just approved by Congress. This legislation
makes FHA-type loans available for hospital construction by insuring the mortgages
of nonprofit hospitals.

The federally-insured mortgage also may be used to cover the cost of major
items of equipment needed to operate the hospital.

Community leaders in Grand Rapids tell me that hospital construction needs
there will total an estimated $35 million over the next 10 years. It was at
their urging that I drafted and sponsored the FHA-loans hospital construction
bill. T managed to keep it in the omnibus housing bill only by exerting every
possible effort.

This new program of FHA-type loans for hospital construction will not supplant
the familiar Hill-Burton program of federal grants for such projects. It will
supplement Hill-Burton. It recognizes the fact that funds for hospital construc-
tion are in constantly short supply and that, nationwide, there is a minimum
need for an estimated $3.7 billion worth of hospital facilities.

My program fills an unmet need. Nonprofit hospitals have found mortgage
lenders reluctant to provide construction loans on such terms that the loan could
be paid back without an undue increase in hospital charges and fees. My program
will make longterm mortgage financing possible for nonprofit hospitals.

I believe communities in Michigan and throughout the United States will
benefit in improved health care as a result of this new program.

The new Housing Act also contains another provision of special interest
in Kent and Ionia Counties. It establishes a nationmal flood insurance program
which will make flood insurance available to families and small businessmen in
" areas frequently troubled with flooding.

(more)



-2-

The people of Grandville may be among the first to become eligible for this
new flood insurance because the Army Corps of Engineers has already completed a
study of Grandville as a '"flood-prone area."

The flood insurance coverage will be limited to one-to-four family
residential properties and to smaller businesses such as the typical neighborhood
family enterprise.

The insurance will be a joint venture between the Federal Government and the
private insurance industry. The Government will make payments to the participating
insurance companies in high flood-loss years, and the companies in turn will pay
the Government a premium in low flood-loss years.

The Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968 is landmark legislationm.
There are some features I do not like, but on balance the pluses outweigh the
minuses.

The main thrust of the bill is a new Republican concept which enlists
private resources to help provide decent homes for more than six million
American families now living in slums or dilapidated rural dwellings.

The measure will establish the National Home Ownership Foundation which was
conceived by Sen. Charles Percy, R-Ill., and supported by me. Eventually it
should attract many billions in private funds into low-cost housing and
rehabilitation.

There are 13 million American families with incomes under $5,000 a year.
They represent 28 per cent of all the families in the country. Not all of them
live in unsatisfactory quarters, but the latest housing survey shows that
6,353,000 housing units in America are substandard. These units should be
replaced or renovated.

I think we should help those who cannot decently house themselves, making
certain that housing produced with Government assistance be devoted only to
low-income families. And the major emphasis must be on federal guarantees,
guidance and support rather than on big federal outlays.

But we must help slum dwellers and the rural poor obtain decent housing.

We must act if we are to build a sound future for all Americans.

# # #



Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford

For Release the Week of August 18-24, 1968
and thereafter

New Law
Bars Age
Job Bias

BY JERRY FORD

In this time when so many Americans worry so much about growing old, it seems
appropriate to report that a new Federal law prohibits employers and labor unions
from discriminating against workers on account of age.

Although the law is very new, the U.S. Labor Department states that already
there are workers in the age bracket covered--40 to 65--who have been hired for
jobs that were closed to them before the law against age discrimination went into
effect.

I am pleased to say that I strongly supported this legislation when it was
before the Congress.

The new law does not mean that an employer must hire a person in the 40 to 65
age group regardless of any and all circumstances. But an emp loyer may only
refuse to fill a vacancy with an otherwise qualified older worker in cases where
age is '"a bona fide occupational qualification necessary to the normal operation
of the particular business.' -

Labor unions may no longer shut out workers in the 40-65 age bracket from
membership or refuse to refer older members to employers simply because of their
age. Employment agencies also are barred from discriminating against older job
seekers.

The Age Discrimination in Employment Act applies to some 350,000 employers,
employment agencies which serve them, and to labor organizations across the
country. It involves employers with 25 or more workers and labor organizations
with 25 or more members in industries affecting interstate commerce.

The U.S. Labor Department anticipates investigating 20,000 to 25,000
complaints regarding age discrimination in employment in the 12 months ending
next June 30.

Following guidelines laid down by Congress, the department will seek to

(more)
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remedy all justifiable complaints through mediation., Cases will be taken to

court only where all other attempts to settle the issue fail.

The new law against age bias in hiring and firing is aimed at promoting the
employment of older Americans.

There are 37 million Americans in the age 40-65 age bracket. An average of
850,000 persons in this group are unemployed. These 850,000 account for
27 per cent of all the unemployed in this country and 40 per cent of the longterm
unemp loyed.

The fact that these people are jobless results in an unemployment
compensation bill of $750 million a year.

For years some employers have been shunning the older worker on the ground
that he or she is physically weaker, has a high rate of absenteeism and is not
adaptable to change. But study after study has shown that older workers
generally have lower absenteeism rates, change jobs less frequently, and do their

jobs more enthusiastically than younger workers.

# # #
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Maureen wrote to the Immigration and Naturalization Service Office in
Detroit but received no help.

Then she appealed to Congressman Ford, detailing how the American consulate
official in Munich insisted there was no assurance that Giancarlo would marry
during his visit to the United States and that he would return to Europe with
his bride.

Ford went to work on the case. Four months, seventeen letters, three
telephone calls and one notarized statement later, the American consulate informed
Ford that a visitor's visa had been granted to Giancarlo. With Ford's assistance,
Maureen and Giancarlo had finally satisfied the consul that they would in fact
be married in Grand Rapids and would then leave for Europe.

Bubbling over with happiness, Maureen wrote Congressman Ford:

"I would like to sincerely thank you for your assistance in helping my
fiance obtain the visa. We are so thrilled and excited. It's hard to believe
he actually has it! It's a nice feeling to know that when you have a problem
you can take it to your congressman--and get results!"

Expressing his gratitude, Giancarlo wrote Ford: "I want you to know that
all my life I will never forget you. I will never forget what you did for me.
I will never forget the man who with his help gave me the opportunity to go to
America and marry the girl I love so much.”

A daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Szymczak, 731 Stocking, N.W., Maureen
will be married to Giancarlo Vanin at 6 p.m. Oct. 17 at St. James Catholic
Church with Msgr. Walter Grill reading the Nuptial Mass. There will be a
reception at St. Hyacinth's Club.

True to the word given the American consul in Munich, Germany, Maureen and
Giancarlo will make their home there for four months after the wedding and
then will live for two or three years in Rome where Carlo will complete his
hotel management training. They plan uktimately to live in America.

Mrs. Szymczak hasn't met her future son-in-law yet but already she is
proud of him.

"He speaks five languages," she said. "I am very happy for Maureen
although I am sad at losing her." "You should have seen all the letters they
wrote to each other after she came home last Christmas. This just has to be
the real thing."

And that is how the course of true love was made smooth by a congressman.

## #
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Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford

For Release by Kent and Ionia County News Media on Oct. 17, 1968.

Extent of flooding hazards in the Grand Rapids area will be studied

intensively by the Army Corps of Engineers, Rep. Gerald R. Ford reported today.

Ford said the Corps will gather data which then will be available to

the public and to State and local agencies. It is expected the study will be

completed within 12 months and will cost about $24,000.

Information to be put together by the Corps will describe basic flood

hazards in the Grand Rapids area -- frequency of flooding, the areas involved,

relative height of the flooding, measurements of water velocity.

"This will be an important study," Ford said. "The information to be

assembled by the Corps of Engineers will be useful as a basis for all kinds of

planning decisions., The extent to which flooding hazards in Kent County have

increased has not been fully recognized."

Funds for the study were contained in the Federal Govermment's fiscal

1969 budget, Ford said.

# # #
































