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Joint Statement of the Hone Gerald R, Ford, House Minority Leader,

and the Hone Melvin R, Laird, Chairman, Republican Conference

San Francisco, California

March 5, 1965 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Unity in the Republican Party has been demonstrated by the activities
of recent weeks,

It has been evident in the votes we have had since the start of the
89th Congress.

It is evident in the agreement of Party leaders on the establishment
of the Republican Coordinating Committee, which will hold its first
meeting next Wednesday in Washington, D, C,

This unity in the Republican Party provides some counter-weight to
the imbalance of power between the executive and legislative branches
of our government--both of which are overwhelmingly dominated by the
same partys

There is need to redress this imbalance, This can only come about
through the re-establishment of a strong two=party system, without
which our Constitutional checks and balances cannot function properly,

Although Republicans in this 89th Congress are vastly outnumbered,
We can still spesk with the voice of a moral majority,

Republicans do not intend to oppose Administration proposals merely
for the sake of opposition, As a matter of fact, in recent weeks the
Johnson Admiaistratior has received greater support from Republicans
for its actions in Southieast Asia than it has from members of the
Presidentt!s own pariy,

Republicans will continue to support the Administration when it is
right and oppose it when it is wrong.

It 1s our firm belief that the record the minority party will write
in the 89th Congress will result in widespread Republican gains in 1966,
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“"Citizens' Forums are/scheduled in the belief that the most effective way

to secure the information which the Congress nzeds is by firsthand, on-the-spot
study and by consultatation with the people who most directly feel the pinch
of pressing, current problems. Too often Congress deliberates and legislates
in a near-vacuum., The Minority is subject to additional handicaps in securing
information because of lack of staff and the tendency of the Majority to legis-
late without adequate study.

"The full schedule of activity is now bcing prepared. We hope to visit
every major region of the nation."

Representative MacGregor announced that the Task Force on Urban and
Suburban Affairs will hold its first hearing in the U.S. Courthouse in
Minneapolis on April 16, Mr. McGregor said:

"We are becoming more and more concerned that the people most affected
by developing and continuing programs directed at urban-suburban areas are
not being consulted as to the ectual needs and desires. Our Task Force on
Urban-Suburban Affairs has decided that the best way of getting at the heart
of the problem - of determining what those most concerned want -~ is to conduct
open hearings throughout the natiom.

YAt Minneapolis we shall begin our work, hearing approximately 25 witnesses
who are experts particularly in the fields of transportation and water pollution,
We will also comsult privately with governmental and civic leaders about metro-

politan srea problems."
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WILLIAM M, MCCULLOCH COMMITTEE ON
REPRESENTATIVE TO CONGRESS THE JUDICIARY
FOurTH DISTRICT OF OHIO

e

SELECT COMMITTEE ON

Congress of the nited States S B

PHouse of Representatives
ashington, . €.

May 5, 1965

SUMMARY OF H.R. 7896 and H.R. 7897

The following is an analytic cummary of the operation of the bill , to-
gether with brief commentary directed to the legal aspects of several of these pro-
visions. The bill is identical in substance to H.R. 7112 with the addition of a
voting frauds section (Sec. 14) and a provision for invalidating discriminatory
poll taxes (Sec. 15).

1. "Triggering'" Provisions - Sections 4(a), 5, 6 and 7

The Attorney General receives written complaints from voters of a particular
political subdivision of a State, each of whom must allege (a) that he can satisfy
the voting qualifications of his voting district and (b) he has been denied the right
to register and vote on account of race or color. Upon certification by the Attorney
General that he has 25 or more meritorious complaints, the Civil Service Commission
appoints an examiner who determines whether each complainant is qualified to register
and vote under applicable State law (as applied by the examiner). The examiner's
finding that 25 or more complaints are meritorious creates the presumption of a
pattern or practice of denial of the right to vote on account of race or color. This
presumption becomes conclusive (and unassailable) if no challenge is made to the ex-
aminer's finding within ten days. If a challenge is made, the Civil Service Com-
mission appoints a hearing officer who hears and determines the challenge within 7
days. A pattern or practice is deemed established if the hearing officer upholds
the examiner's finding as to 25 or more complaints. In such case, appeal may be
taken from the hearing officer's determination to the Federal Circuit Court of
Appeals for the circuit in which the person challenged resides. But such an appeal
does not stay or delay the operation of the so-called "listing" provisions of the
Act, whereunder other eligible voters in the district where the pattern or practice
has been established may apply to be placed on eligible voter lists by the examiner

(and other examiners appointed as necessary).

2. Application of State Laws - Section & (c)

In assessing the qualifications under State law of both complainants and

subsequent applicants for registration, the exsminer disregards (1) any requirements
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of good moral character unrelated to commission of a felony and (2) any requirement
that an applicant pProve his qualifications by the voucher of registered voters or
members of any other class of citizens. If there is a literacy test requirement, the
examiner disregards it as to those complainants/applicants who have completed sixth
gradei/ As to those of below sixth grade achievement, the examiner applies the State
test in writing, including the results of the test in a required report. Qualifi-

cation under the test may not be reviewed on other than these written answers.

3. Listing Procedures - Sections 4(d), 8(d) and (e)

Upon ascertaining that a complainant or applicant is qualified to vote, the
examiner (a) places him on a list of eligible voters which he serves upon the speci-

. - listed persons' quali-
fied State officials and the Attorney General together with his report on ./ C
fications; and (b) issues the listed person a certificate evidencing eligibility to
vote, At this point the person so listed is eligible to vote, and so remains unless
removed from the lists under the procedures in Sectionm 10. If a challenge follows
service of the list, the person listed may still cast his vote, which is then

impounded subject to resolution of the challenge.

4. Bnforcement - Section 13

Upon receipt of allegations within 24 hours of the closing of the polls that
a listed person has not been allowed to vote, or that his vote was not properly counted,
the United States Attorney of the judicial district may apply to the District Court
appropriate
for injunctive relief and / orders to assure an election not inconsistent with the
provisions of this Act. Criminal penalties are imposed for interference at any
time with persons seeking to register and vote under provisions of the Act and Federal

appointees discharging their duties under the Act.

5. Interference with Elections - Section 14

Criminal penalties are provided for three classes of criminal acts: (a) failing
or refusing to permit voting or to properly count and report votes; (b) intimidating or

coercing persons to prevent their registry or voting, or intimidating or coercing per-
sons to prevent their encouraging or aiding others to vote; and (c) giving false in-
formation for the purposes of establishing eligibility to register and vote, or offering

to pay, paying, or accepting payment to register or to vote.
6. Poll Tax -~ Section 15

Where a poll tax is in effect in a State or political subdivision, the Attorney

General is made a proper party to bring a suit to suspend enforcement of or to invali-
date such tax, where it is used as a device to deny or abridge the right to vote on

2
account of race or color.—i Section 15 requires that the action be heard by a three-

judge court with appeal therefrom to the Supreme Court.



Provisions of this bill allowing a limited application of an existing
literacy test are not designed to interfere with the present power of the
Attorney General to bring a suit to enjoin the use of the literacy test,
or have such test invalidated where such test is used to deprive a person

or persons of the right to vote. 42 U.S.C. 1971 (c); Louisiana v. United

States, 33 L. Week 4262, March 8, 1965.
In such a suit, upon a proper showing by the Attorney General, appro-

priate preliminary relief would be available pendente lite. Effects of an

offensive test might thus be temporarily restrained or preliminarily en-
joined either to prevent irreparable injury to the voters, or to presexve
the courts jurisdiction. Cf.28 U.S.C. 1651L. A court might well fashion

an order that would allow voters excluded by the test to cast their ballots,
the ballots then to be impounded pending resolution of the suit. See also

the District Court's decree in Louisiana v. United States, supra.

As the Attorney General observed in Committee, the extent of change to present
law afforded by this section is largely procedural: it is designed to facili-
tate and expedite Supreme Court review of State poll tax laws. It is at least
arguable that under present law a suit could be brought under provision of

28 U.s.C. 1971 (as in f.n. 1, supra) where the tax is employed as a device

to interfere with the right to vote.









For Release Friday A.M.s
June 9, 1967

JOINT STATEMENT BY REPRESENTATIVES
GERALD R, FORD (R-MICH.) HOUSE MINORITY LEADER, AND
JOHN J, RHODES (R-ARIZ.) CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE REPUBLICAN POLICY COMMITTIEE

On March 22, 1967, we introduced identical House Resolutions, (H. Res. 406
and H. Res. 407) respectfully requesting the President to reconsider his fiscal
1968 budget and to indicate where substantial reductions in spending could best
be made. (See text.)

These resclutions were referred to the Committee on Appropriations which
has taken no action upon them. Meanwhile the Administration's own estimates of
the probable deficit under the 1968 budget have increased and the House of
Representatives, by yesterday's vote of 210 to 197 rejecting the Administration's
request to raise the national debt ceiling to a record $365 billion, has emphati=~
cally reflected the strong sentiment of the American people that ever-rising
deficits and runaway spending must be curbed in this time of international and
fiscal crisis.

We are therefore today introducing a Special House Resolution under Rule 27,
Section 4 of the Rules of the House of Representatives, calling for immediate
floor consideration of our earlier proposal to send the budget back to President
Johnson for revision downward. Under this rule, when a public bill or resolution
has remained in a standing committee 30 days or more without action, members may
file a special resolution with the Rules Committee to bring the bill or resolu-
tion up for immediate consideration by the Committee of the Whéle House. (See
text.)

* * %

SPECIAL RESOLUTION

That upon the adoption of this resolution the House shall immediately resolve
itself into the Committee of the Whole House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of H. Res. 406, requesting the President to submit to the House of
Representatives recommendations for budget reductions. After general debate,
which shall be confined to the resolution and shall continue not to exceed 3 hours,
to be equally divided and controlled by the chairman and ranking minority member
of the Committee on Appropriations, the resolution shall be read for amendment
under the five-minute rule. At the conclusion of the consideration of the resolu-
tion for amendment, the Committee shall rise and report the bill to the House with
such amendments as may have been adopted, and the previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and amendments thereto to final passage without
intervening motion except one motion to recommit.

* % %

H. RES. 406

Whereas the House of Representatives must, in the public interest, make
substantial reductions in the President's budget for the fiscal year 1968: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested to indicate the

places and amounts in his budget for the fiscal year 1968 where he

thinks substantial reductions may be made.

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be submitted to the President,
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For Release at 10:30 A.M.

JOINT STATEMENT BY REPS. HALE BOGGS AND GERALD R FORD, July 8, 1972

Gentlemen, this is our first real discussion with newsmen since coming out
of China,

We conferred with President Nixon in San Clemente by telephone late
yesterday immediately after arriving in Washington from Yokota Air Force Base in
Japan. On Wednesday end Thursday we communicated with Washington and met with
U. 5. Consular officials in Hong Kong, crossing the border after a train trip
from the Chinese city of Canton. We met for five hours with Premier Chou En-Lai,
for three hours with the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Ch'iao Kuan~Hua, and
with numerous provincial and local leaders in Shanghai, Peking, Shen Yang, Anshan
and Canton.

It has been & remarkable journey.

Only three times in nearly a quarter century has an official U. S. party
been welcomed in that country. Contact between our people and the Chinese people
has been practically non-existent, and the result has been a feeling of distance
and tension between us. There are, therefore, few American experts in China or
on the best present course for Sino-U.S. relations.

After 10 days in China we certainly do not qualify as experts. We, and
nearly all other Ame=ricans, have barely begun to understand that immense and
complex land. Our observations and impressions must be measured in light of the
shortness of our visit and our nation's limited familiarity with the closely
guarded details of Chinese foreign and domestic policy.

As soon as we arrived yesterday at Andrews Air Force Base, we telephoned
President Nixon at San Clemente to report the substance of our findings and
recommendations. We will shortly submit a more detailed report to him in

written form, Most of the information we have given and will give to the



President we are eager to share with you today. When the House reconvenes, we
will present a formal report to the Speaker and the entire membership.

Both of us hold the view that the process of normalizing State relations
between the U. S. and China should continue. We hope our party conventions this
month and next will help to advance this objective, and that all candidates this
year will approach the matter in a spirit of bipartisanship.

After all, the combined population of China and the U. S. exceeds one
billion people--one third of mankind. If our two nations can learn to live
together in harmony and mutual respect, our children may better hope for a
peaceful world.

We see a bright future ahead in this new relationship of our country with

China, and both of us intend to do all we can to help bring that to pass.

# 484 HF#
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JOINT STATEVMELT BEY PEPS. .JALE BOGGS AND GERALD R FORD, July 8, 1972

Gentlemen, this is our first real discussion with newsmen since coming out
of China.

We conferred with President Nixon in San Clemente by telephone late
yesterday immediately after arriving in Washington from Yokota Air Force Base in
Japan. On Wednesday and Thursday we communicated with Washington and met with
U. S. Consular officials in Hong Kong, crossing the border after a train trip
from the Chinese city of Canton. We met for five hours with Premier Chou En-Lai,
for three hours with the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Ch'iao Kuan-Hua, and
with numerous provincial and local leaders in Shanghai, Peking, Shen Yang, Anshan
and Canton.

It haes been a remarkable journey.

Only three times in nearly a quarter century has an official U. S. party
been welcomed in that country. Contact between our people and the Chinese people
has been practically non-existent, and the result has been a feeling of distance
and tension between us. There are, therefore, few American experts in China or
on the best present course for Sino-U.S. relations.

After 10 days in China we certainly do not qualify as experts. We, and
nearly all other Americans, have barely begun to understand that immense and
complex land. Our observations and impressions must be measured in light of the
shortness of our visit and our nation's limited familiarity with the closely
guarded details of Chinese foreign and domestic policy.

As soon as we arrived yesterday at Andrews Air Force Base, we telephoned
President Nixon at San Clemente to report the substance of our findings and
recommendations. We will shortly submit a more detailed report to him in

written form., Most of the information we have given and will give to the



President we are eager to share with you today. When the House reconvenes, we
will present a formal report to the Spesker and the entire membership.

Both of us hold the view that the process of normalizing State relations
between the U. S. and China should continue. We hope our party conventions this
month and next will help to advance this objective, and that all candidates this
year will approach the matter in a spirit of bipartisanship.

After all, the combined population of China and the U. S. exceeds one
billion people-~one third of mankind. If our two nations can learn to live
together in harmony and mutual respect, our children may better hope for a
peaceful world.

We see a bright future ahead in this new relationship of our country with

China, and both of us intend to do all we can to help bring that to pass.
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