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Japuary 5, 1955 Csﬂ

. The House and Senate conver{ed for the seccﬁd session of the 84th Congress at
noan onTJanuary 3rd. Most membd'rs were on hand ;although no legislative business was
transacted. January will be devoted to the various fPr;s*sidential messages and the
initiation of necessary hearings byknmnerous Coz:zgression‘al conmittees prior to action
by House and Senats membership as a whole.

QNGRESSIONAL e g

The organization of‘ the current session is substentiallé the same a8 the past
session which adjoumad last August 3rd. The Democrats hold & 232 to 203 majority
in the House and a 49 to 47 edge in the Senate, .

Sam Rayburn sfil1 pounds hls gavel as Speaker of the House and Joe Martin
continues to head House Repuplicans. Senate leadership remains unchanged also with
Lyndon Johnson, who has made ah excellent recovery from his severe heart attack of
last July, resuming Democrat leadership. Senator William Knowland .,froin California
remains  as Senate Republican leader. Democrats maintain all chairmanships‘oﬁ" the
19 standingrcomit‘bees in the House and 15 similar Senate committees.

Your Congressman will still function as a Member of the House Committee on
Appropriations which includes assignments to the Army Panel of the Departmen“ﬁ of
Defense Subcommittee and the Mutual Secumty Subcommittee. ‘

 ISSUES AND PROBLEMS OF THE SESSION

It's not an easy task to anticipate at the outset ofasession of the Congresg
the exact course or character it will take, Past history in legislative matters
only too clearlyv illustrates pw much théemphasis ;md direction of_Congressianal
effort can sway with the changing national needs and new international situationé.

Probably the first issue of major importance to appear on the -House agenda will
be new federal aid to highway legislation. Regrettably this proposal in the closing
da&s of the last session was caught in a bitter partisan' hassle, In 1955 everyone
in both political parties seemed to agree that Uncle Sam had the major financial
responsibility for the. egnstruction of the 40,000 miles ofthe interstate highway

system. The unfortunate political dispute centered around the method of financing



the construction with the Democrats favoring new highway user taxes and the Republicans
proposing a "pay-as-you-go" plan. The net result was no action. A constructive
compramise, usihg both methods; seems possible fram cloakroom gossip.

The next vital issue, certain to be decided by March 31st, involves federal taxes.
With full employment and increasing government revemues UncleSam probably will end
this fiscal year on June 30th with a‘surplus. With this encouraging prospect should
Congress cut taxes and possibly create future deficits or woult it be better to
comtinue existing taﬁes andvaﬁﬁly all Surpluses to a reduction of the national debt
of ‘approximately $275 billion? Each year Uncle ‘Sam is paying over $6 billien in
interest on the national débt. |

' From the facts at‘hand‘ybuf'Congressman»beiieVes‘it‘would be wiser under current

circumstances to forego a tax reduction this year and use any treasury surpluses to -
reduce the federal debt. By cutting down the national debt we free ourselves of
burdensame interest payments and fortify the governmeﬁt'é future fiscal position in
the event” of any unforseen emergency.

OTHER ISSUES IN THE MAKING

‘Agricultural'legislation will be high on the prierity list. The President and
Secretary of AgridultureVBensén'will fight for their broad and comprehensive program
to build up the farmers'position in the natién's economy. The Democrata will
concentrate on the restoration of the 90 per cent of parity program for the six
basie crops, corn, cotton,tobacco, rice, peanuts, and wheat.

Revisions and expansion in the Social Security Act will be considered in 1956.
Federal aid for school construction will be definitely on thelegislative agenda. It
may have tough sledding because of the socuthern Democrats vidlent opposition to any
aid that would force desegriegation on theirf5chool*systems. In addition there are
many in the Congress who fear federal control of our hame town schools and who belleve
local -citizens can ‘and will solve the problems of ampleé teacher pay and.adequate
facilities: ( _ T o o

"The~new°and pcwerful'natiﬁhal Qefque po1ic§§s*yil1 be_analyied by the Ccngress
and ‘sigeable funds for the Armed Forces will be appropriated, Foreign aid, both
milit;r& and économic assistaricé; will have the closest: scrutiny by various committees
- and ‘themembership as ‘a whole.  The latter which is an integral part of our own defense
policy and tied inwith our anti-comnist offense mist not get out of hand. |

© h stine tidugs.party battlelines are alrdady- cleitly marked, On other guestions
they are soon to become apparent, It is‘likely on some measures lines of difference
willimeégéiahd cdalitidnéspring up between members from both Republican anq Democrat
ranks, But regardless of means employed, let us all hope and pray that at the con-
clusion of the B4th Congress it will have been an-active and progressive force mhich

worked for the best interests of all our people.
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FCR RELEASE January 12, 195

President Lisenhower®s State of the Unlon Addressvimpressed me with the reali-
zation that our great national well being must be more than matched by the continuing
growth in spiritual sirength as well as through dedicating ourselves to moral values

dealings abroad énd inArelationships among ourselves.

The Preszident?s message contaiﬁed a large rnumber of speclfic recammendations for
legislation that he considers éssential to promote his program in the fields of human
welfare and national security.

Probably the most important announcement Ike made concerned the national budget
which he expects to be balanced by the end of the fiscal year June 307 He pointed out
that the basis for social welfare leglslatlon, enduring Drosperluy and 1nternatlonal
prestige must rest upon Mfiscal integrity™ at home whi includes a bal anced budget.

An aim of his program is to foster a strong econcmy through our competitive enterpfiéé“

system's dependence on the energy of free human beings, limited by prudent restraints

'-1.

rn law, using free markets to plan, organize and distribute the wealth of our growing

industry,

RECOENDATIONS FOR IRGISLATION

Tite will spell out in'more detail his recomnﬂndations to‘the‘Cbngreés for
legislation in several important areas. These include resources conservation and
control, agriculture, disaster assistarnce, constructive assistance for chronic un-

mpioyment pockets and highway construction.

The President offered recormendations in other_Llelds designed to raise heaith,
educatioral and living‘standards for low-income groups, thes aged, mentally'retafded
and dependent children. Tke also suggested that to create equai ovportunities for
all our citigens a vigorous attack ve made against all injustices on minority £roups.
eﬁent steps already taken bty the Administration in the civil rights field Ike
recormends that Congress create a bipartisan commission to study these unwarranted

conditions again:f minority groups. Linked to this field are his recommendations to

s

)

emend the H.fugee Relief Act of 1953 and add {le "‘bﬂltv to the immigration quota
system. The President wants Congress to charge guota provisions to allow unfilled

vacancies of one country to be used by anobher,



FOREIGN AFFATRS

The President stated that in the discharge df our world responsibilities we are
dedicated to the achievement of peace with justice for all citizens. Tﬁe Eepublican
Eisenhower Administration has taken nuperous steps in this direction during the
past three years. The Administration intends to take many more; some will need new
legislation on which I ﬁill report as the Congrcss moves along in this session.

Several of Ikefs suggstions for susta%ncd and expanded foreign relations are
especially worthy of noteu The Presidert offer«d assurarice that we have the military
power to secure our world-wide commitments for a2 just and secure peace. He asked
‘for legislation and continued Congressional cocperation in support of the United
- Nationg, éollective éecurity pacts and foreign aid. Accerding to Mr. Eisenhower
active negotiations are now in progress to create an International Agency to foster
ﬁéaeeful uses of atémic energy. When thesc negotiations are completed the means
will be available to réise living standards thrigighout the world. The President
asked Congress to substantially increase the budget for the United States Information
Serviée.ﬁhichAinciudes’the Voice of America. This is a particularly receptive in-
stfﬁﬁent for keeﬁing‘injustices of the Communist nations in the forefront of the
'tﬁinking but enslaved people bchind the Iron Curtain.

NEW YEAR ECONQMICS

From the factsl£ecorded atthe close of 1955 your Congressman cannot help but
be gféatly heartened by the prospects for a prosperous new years This view is
shared hy fepreéeﬁtativg segﬁents of the eéonamj. For instance, the December 3
issuc of the MAFL-CIO News' stated, "Prospects for 1956 look good, according to a
cross-section of forecasts by economists and others iptcrested in what the new year
wiil bringvin the way of jobs and sales.™

In‘support of this view, the Kent County labor force is currently the largest
in history wifh 111,200 persons gainfully cmpleyed. In Ottawa County’s tri-cities
area, which includes Grand Haven,Spring Lake, a-d Ferrysburg, December hit an all-
* time high ofj5,352 émployedn

Last November slightly over 67 million Amgricans were working, an increase of
nédrly Tive aﬁd‘one—half million over 1950, These people earned the highest
‘personal incéﬁo in history with the annual rate reaching $309.6A1ast Hovember.
Hourly wéges afe tﬁe highest invhistory averaging for all production and non-

supervisbfy'employees $1.93 in November, a gain of 33 per cent since 1950.

VISITCRS - iéwis Clingman, T/Sgt. John Droste of Grand Rapids, and REv. E. J. Tanis

of Grand Haven.
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FOR RELEASE January 19, 1956

President Eisenhowerfs lh;page special message to Congress on Agriculture
contained a number of épecific recommendations which will help the farmers of
Western Michigan.

Less than 15 per cent of Michigan¥s agricultural income is derived from the
six basic crops (wheat, corn, cotton, rice, peanuts, and tobacco) which aré price
supported. Therefore, other features of the President's farm program are of a more
primary concern to tﬁé'poultry and egg producers near Zeeland, fruit growers at
Sparta; bean cultivators from Sand Lake and Lowell and the small general farmers
scattered throughéﬁt all Qf Western Michigan. |

Price supports and federal assistance to agricuiture have offered éreater,
advantages\to thezgig corporate farms invthe Wést:ﬁith their huge acréageé and
large plantations in the south than to the sﬁaller Tamily-type farmers in Michigan,

IKE?S RECOMMENDATIQONS

If Congress accepts Ike's farm recommeﬁdations not only will the whole fafm‘
economy be strengthened but the position of the family-type farm will be placed
on a more solid fcoting Qith federal assistance fairly and widely distributed.

Under the price support law, loans of tremendous size have been‘made to large
farms at public expense. For example, a cotton plantation at Hughes, Arkansas
received a payment of $624,754 and a Sargosa, Texas cotton grower received>$81h,801.
The federal government paid a fiCé grower near Danbury, Texas $210,675 while a
Colorado wheat farmer got $43,134. Ten other states had single pr?ce payments in
the 100,000 and up class, while other important férﬁing states such as Michigan,
New York, and Pennsy}vania, with more balaﬁcea égricultures réther than mass-produced
"cash crops,!" claiméa‘reiagiQely smail éﬁéﬁﬁté; Ike beliieves it 1s not sound
policy for the gd#érnment;to underwrite suph formidable cqmpetition with smaller
family-type farms. fﬁe President ufged Congress to place a dollar limit on the
sige of price supporfﬁloans available té any individual farﬁing unit.

One of the farmer;s bperating costg‘is the federal tax on gasoline. It is
estimated that one;;alf éf the~gas§farmers buy is used in the field or contributes

directly to his farm operation. Ike recommended that legislation be passed by this

Congress to relieve the farmer of this federal tax on fuel used in production.



The President's 9-point message contained other requests concerning credit,
broadér technical assistance, and surplus disposal plans and adjustments in the law
to helﬁ wheat and corn growers. For example, legislétion already has passed the
Senatc and is pending in the House which would exempt from marketing quotas those
producers who use for feed, food, or seed on their own farms all the wheat they
raise. Because of the failure to pass this legislation last year, the Department of
Agriculture has been compelled by law to prosecute farmers whose only offense was to
raise and feed wheat outside their quotas. The. Administration again has uprged
Congress to eﬁactklegislation to correct this problem.

SOIL BANK PROPOSAL

The Presidentfs "s0il bank" plan offers a fresh approach to upholding farm
incames and reducing surplusesAby calling for a temporary Acreage Reserve Program
and a long-range Conse'rvatio‘nAvReserve Program, both voluntary.

The Acreage Reserve Program would reduce wheat, corn, cotton, and rice planting.
Farmers retiring land from uge would be allogated, through county committees, com- .
modity certificates having value based "on the normal yields of the acres withheld
in this Reserve." The certificates would be négotiable and redeemable by the Com-
modity Credit Corporation. Thus, if a farmer with a 30-acre wheat allotment decided
to put 5 of thése acres in the reserve, he would be compensated with a cashable
certificate equél to é percenﬁage of the value of the crop he would have pp;mally
harvested fram the 5 acres.

The\ConserVatioaneserve Program is'aimed at shifting into forage, trees
and water storage some 25 millionracres of cultivated lands. Under this "deferred-
production® pian thelfafmer would be reimbursed for a fair share of the costs of
establishiﬁg ﬁhe conservation use. Any farmer would be~eligible to participate in
this plan regardless‘oflhis>crops or the location of his farm. This plan would serve
to safeguard oﬁr food—producing resources for futureAgenerations.~

Your Congressﬁan bélieves that there are many virtues in the President's farm.
program which can_give renewed vigor to‘our family-type farms, reduce surpluses,
and bring production’iﬂto line with consumption. But probably more importanz
than any other feature, the President¥s program recognizes the proper role of

government is that of partner with the farmer and never his master.
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Last week the White House sent to ﬁy office a five-pound book bound in a soft
brown cover with contents which will affect not only the lives and welfare of Americans
today, but the lives and wellbeing of generations yet unborn., It was President
Eisenhower's balanced budget‘for the fiscal year 1957 which becomes effective July 1.

Our national budget is not just a large book of cold facts and impersonal figures
describing fiscal operations. It is rather a comprehensive plan expressing the scope
of fedéral activity in terms of dollars and cents for meeting our national objectives.,
These objectives may best be defined as: 1) a continued dedication toward perma-
nent world peace; 2) to sustain and achieve newer and greater heights of prosperity,
and 3) safeguard the financial strength and stability of the dollar, not only for
the present but future generations as well.

President Fisenhower feels that thesc objectives can be met satisfactorily in
fiscal 1957 with a budget which recommends appropriations totalling $65,865 billion.
For this same period the President estimates revenues at $66,300 billion which leaves
a $,35 million surplus. The President's balanced budget rests on two main conditions.
They are reduced federal expenditures resulting from government economies made during
the past three years and greater tax revenueé generated by higher levels of national
prosperity.

THE BUDGET AND THE NATIQNAL DEBT

The President's budget is actgally a series of estimates and requests which
he makes for Congressional approval. Nowkit?s up to the Congress whether more or less
than the budget requests are to be made available, Already in the Congressional
chambers there is talk of more, not less spending than proposed by Ike and at the
same time one hears suggestions for a tax reduction. There is little if anything being
said in some guarters about the public debt which stands at about 5279 billion and
the 57 billion in interest payments which must be made each year. Or the fact that
the government has been in the red 22 of the last 25 years.

Two areas absorbing substantial portions of the hudget for 1957 deserve special
note, Onec involves the 61 per cent linked to the national security. This includes
funds for the military, mutual security, atomic encrgy, and stockpiling. We can’hbpe

and pray that world affairs may soon be less strained so it is possible to reduce
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this sur and divert portions of it into more constructive channels of human endeavor.
Another ingredient of the budget is that of annual interest payments which total

11 per cent of our vast national debt or $7 billion. It seems logical enough that
reductions in the national debt would serve to reduce this heavy annual interest load
and thereby make smaller budgets possible. This of course would permit a legitmate
federal tax reduction.

CHANGE IN SOCTAL SECURITY

This past week I introduced a bill to change social security provisions which
would allow a widow with minor children to earn up to $3,600 a year without losing
survivorship benefits. Presently the earniﬁg limit is $1,200 a year which hardly
seems adequate for a woman in such an unfortunate position to provide for her children.

My bili has been referred to the House Camittee on Ways and Means for consi-
deration. Your Congressman was prombted to introduce this legislation after talking
with a widow with children-at Belmont last fall while conducting my Wnobilé office"
toﬁr. |

HISTCRY IN THE CAPITOL

: Numerous incidents and mbmories of our Country's magnificant history are re-
bresénted fhrouéh the maize of corridors and in the rooms of varying sizés whigh dot
the inside of the Capitol Building in“Washingten, D. C.

The hows.'and wﬁys.'behind the decision~which finally l@cated‘our Cépitol;city
on the Bank of the  Potomac are explained along withAbriefhaccounﬁs of the‘burniné of
the Capitol in the War of 1812, how Constantino Brumidi, the Italian artist came to
America ffom‘Rome in 1852, expressed his gratitude to his adopted countfy_by plaﬁning
andAﬁain£ing the candpy of the Capitol Dome. Other tales are related in a new
booklet just pUBlished entitled "Our Capitol.!" If you would like to have a copy of
this iﬁtéresting booklet just drop me a line. Aqso I have for.free distribuﬁioﬁ a“
number of coloffﬁ;l& illustrated folders with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
set té music.

VISITORS
8 Mr., and ¥rs, Earl Huntsinger, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Pershbacher, Mr. and Mrs.
W, Bro‘ersma, Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Bylan, Mr, S. Albert, Mr, John A. Vander Ark, and

Mr. Herbert Daverman.
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President Eisenhower acknowledges in his special Health Message to Congress
notable advances made in the struggle against disease and disability. In order
that this progress may be continuous the President requests additional steps be
taken in five areas so that better health standards and physical wellbeing may be
placed within the easy reach of every American citizen.

Tke recommended appropriations to provide substantial increases in funds to
be used primarily for basic reaearch in the biological and medical sciences, The
cost of this stepped-up program would be about $126.5 million in fiscal 1957, an
incrcase of 28 per cent over the present year. With these funds substantial advances
in research could result in these fields: cancer, heart disease, mental illness,
arthritis and metabolic diseases, neurology and blindness, infectious and parasitic
diseases, dental disorders, and general research programs of the National Institutes
of Health,

The bulk of medical research would be continued and expanded under Tke's plan
in the laboratories of universities, hospitals, and other institutions outside the
federal government. All of Ike's program supplements the fine wofk of the Cancer
Society, Heart Association, Polio Foundation, and scores of others.

EXPAND MEDICAL FACILITIES AND PERSONNEL

The President's plan for construction gfants for medical research and teaching
facilities provides schools with the opportunity not only to expand research facili-
ties but also their student capacities for physic@ans, spigntists, dentists, and
other health workers. Other recommendations includewenactmgnt of legislation to
provide for (a) a five-year program of grants for training practical nurses, (b)
scholarships for graduaﬁe nurses, and {c) authority to establish traineeships in
other public health specialties.

lir. Eisenhower asked Congress to appropriate a second $30-million to complete
the federal program of aiding states to buy and administer Salk antipolio vaccine
for needy children and expectant mothers. In addition, he recommended strengthening
other basic heélth services such aé sickness surveys, Indian health and welfare,
hcalth aspects of civil defense, vocational rehabilitation and veteran medical plaﬁé.'“g; 

In addition, he proposes a $250 million matching fund for medicalschools, research S;

‘\ﬁ_--" -



and other funds to match these expended by the States and localities for medical
care for the indigent aged, the blind, the disabled and dependent children.

More than 100 million persons are now enrolled in voluntary and private pre-
payment health insurance plans of sorme sort. However, many others not now. covered
should be. The President offered recommendations for legislation making it possible
for broader medical care through volunary prepayment plans permitting private
organizations to join together and sharc or pool the riské inveclved.

SQF CURRENT IEGISLATION

Your Congressman has several new léegislative proposals in the hopper. One
‘bill would iron out an inequity of our social security law. As the law stands a
widow with minor .children lcoscs all survivorship benefits for herself if 'she earns
more than $1,200 annually from covercd employment. Yy bill would amend this law to
permit a widow with minor children to earn as much as $3,600 annually without the
loss of these benefits for a fatherless family.

- Another measure your Congréssman sponsored would increcase the federal govern-
ment¥s contribution to the cost of milk consumed in the children's school Ilunch
pfogram° Because of increased conéumptiqpn rates in the past seven months this

‘additional sum is necessary if the program is to function adequately until June or
the cnd of the school year. Such legislation which coincides with Secretary
Bensor:'s recommendation has net only a bearing on the health of our children but
also will help reiieve any poﬁential dairy surpluscs,

Your Céngréssman hopes another bill will reduce the death toll at railroad
grade crossings in darkness, especially where flashing lights are not on guard.
This bill has received endorsement from the Interstate Commerce Commission and if
passed will require railrcad cars tonbewequippedﬂwithhillhﬁinoﬁs,r@fLactors tomake
them ‘more conspicuous at night.

Another bill in the congressional hopper provides for the issuance of a
“special postage stamp to commemorate Grand Rapids as the MFurniture Capitol of
Amoricaa" This stamp is long.overdue as a tribute to our skilled craftsmen, finc
‘dosignors and entbrprising manufacturers., If approved, its issuance would coincidc
ﬁith the nati&nal conventibh‘of the Socicty of Philatelic Americans which will be

held in Grand Lapids next iAugust 23-26.
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Congress agrees with President Eisenhower on the pressing need for new and
improved classrooms throughout the Nation. But steam is building up over three
controversial roadblocks any one of which could lsave its imprint on of stand in the
way of a final scheool coﬁstruction bill.

One controversy raised by the school bill centers around the method of
distributing federal funds to the states. Should the emphasis for distribution of
the funds be placed on each state's need orrsimply on the basis of the number of
children of school age? Your Congressman believes federal aid may be justified in
cases when certain states have demonstrated willingness to maintain school facilities
on a comparable basis with wealthier sections of the country but are not financially
able to do so.

The Powell Amendment, which again brings out traditional differences within
the Democrat Party, would help implement the Supreme Court ruling on integration in
schools., This Amendment propdses holding in escrow for three years funds which
might otherwise be allocated to school districts where racial segregation is
practiced. If a state eliminates segregation within three years after enactment
of the measure federal funds wbuld be released to it. Because of the Courtf's
decision and because of the moral and social principles involved, I intend to support
the Powell Amendment.,

Whether to apply provisions of the Davis-Bacon Act also has become an issue
in the school construction bill. This Act calls for paying the wage scale pre- '
vailing in the area on construction jobs which are financed at least in part with
federal funds. It seems unfortunate that numerous House Democrats, including the
Chairman of the House Committee on Education and Labor, have led a vigorous fight
to eliminate the Davis-Bacon provisions from the school construction bill.

THREAT FROM AN INSECT

Last week your Congressman appeared before the Appropriations Sub-Committee
on the Department of the Interior to request $20,000 for research to combat the
Buropean pine shoot moth which is doing considerable damage in Western Michigan,

and potentielly the Statc as a whole. The West Ottowa Soil fonservation District



has agreed to raise about $4,000 in cash and contributed effort in a cooperative
effort in this direction,

With $25,000 thrown into the battle against the pine shoot moth it can be
hoped forest damage caused by this insect may be reduced on the 4,225 acres of
federally-owned land in Ottawa County and on prlvate holdings. These funds would
provide the fulL—tlmeAserflcés of. an etperlenced entomologlst who w111 ‘attempt to
tvdeveIOp effectlve contfolé iér cémbatlng thls 1nséct best Althouﬂh predlctlons

are hazardous'at.thls/ﬁ01nt, my tequést for funds séémed well received by committee
ﬁemberé. | - -

ARQUND THE CAPITOL

| Our office became.béffled the other day with thevarrival of a card asking,

V"Nhat 15 Chinle?% Late}‘the.ﬁystérj was solved whgn a number of small shaley rocks,
ﬁescribed as "“hiﬁle“ arrivéd. ﬁept Craig Hosmer of California, an opponent of the
Uponr Uolorhdo water storage prOJQCt, sent themn, tlalmlno prieces of Chinle dis-
1ntegrat when touched by water. He sald_that areas around the proposed dam site
Vwere comprlsed,of this substance and thé project would result in a’"billion—dollar
mud hole." Then an opponent of Hosmer, Rep. William Dawson from Utah, sent some
of'the.samé rocks tbkvarious offices. ‘Heyclaimea that Chinle was not the worthless
‘sﬁbstance Hosmer describedkbut iﬁstcad‘a fich; urqniumrbeﬁring.strata that wit
Awatér'énd pdwer ﬁill keep the United Stétes the world's largest uranium producer.

| kﬁt last glante, rocxs are qtiil tiled on my .desk and the question_remains
ﬁnsétﬁledx . o

In ENTENCE QR TWO

Tﬁe~first two roll call votes of this session came on January 3lst, By the
{irst one, the House passed, 387-C, H. R. 8780 which would cxempt farmers from paying
the federal yc1sckt1x,*or gasoline used on tbelr farms. The other bill provides
t"2?'“5,“053.for the,expenses of the Committee on Un-American Activities. This passed
386-1. .....;..Yoﬁf Congressman's billl to increase the federal appropriation for the
school mllk lunch- propruh by %10 million for uh° current year was passed by a voice
vote lést Qeek also. It was gratifying to rcceive such a prompt and faverahble
reaction to thls ﬂeasare....,The I'yfth District has again been honored w1th an
appointment to a high position in the Eisenhower Admlnlstfatlon. On Monday,
Janujry 31, the Senﬁte approved the appointment of Harpld Hunt as lnder Secretary of

ht lth Lducatlon, and welfare. Mr, Hynt grew up in Holland, Michigan.

| VISITORS IN WASHINGTON :
Irncst W. Wixom, Albert L. Deal, Paul Van Order, Reverend Henry Bast, A. W.
Jordan, James H. Herrick, and Msgr. Joseph C. Walen, from Grand Rapids. J. L.

Houtaling from Lowell; H, G. Hartman, Hudsonville; Mr. and Mrs. Bob Runyon of Alto.,
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The legislative machinery of the six-week old session of Congress is gradually
gaining momentum as the initial flood of bills and resolutions are reported from
committee to the floor of the House.

So far the House has not been confronted with any reslly controversial legis-
lation, However, a growing number of less publicized yet very significant pieces
of legislation have been passed. Several of thgs; resulted from specific reguests
President Eisenhower made to Congress.

For instance, on Fehruary 6th the House P???ed by voice vote a bill Ike re-

uested in his special message on health. This measufe cailévfor the extension of
the Poliomyelitie Vaccination Assistance Act from its expiration date on February l),
1956, as set in the previous session, to June 30, 1957. This bill assists the States
in providing free poliomyelitis vaccine for needy children and expectant mothers.

President Eisenhower recommended legislation in his special economic message

N

to extend anti-trust regulations to all merg of banking institutions in order to
give the government an opportunity to prevent mergers that are 1ikely to result in
undue restraint of banking competition. This resulted in a bill passed on February 6
which tightens cufbé on barnk mergerS‘tending’to create bank monopolies., The need

for such'legislatioﬁ becomes understandable when it 1s noted that 5%% commercial

banks disappeared through mergers or consolidations between 1950 and 1954.

FOST QFFICE APPROPRIATIONS

ey

The bill covering Fost Orfice and Treasury Department appropriations for fiscal

1957 passed the House on February 7th. Its passage marks the ea arliest date in ary
segsion of Congress that a regular appropriation bill cleared the Hpuse.

In forecasting total receipts and disbursements for this mammoth business,
postal officials anticipate a $470 million deficit for the coming fiscal year. This
icit is a result of the increasing volumes of mail aﬁd highsr operatinnal costs
which have not been offset through greater revenues,

3hould the Post Office balance its budget and eliminate the $470 million deficit
an average of about $1{ could be saved anmally for each taxpayer filing an income-
tax return in the United States. The means most commonly mentioned to accomplish this

ars through increased postal rates which would not only contribute to a balanced

*  budget but would also allow more eguitable financing of the postal service by letting



those who use the mail most pay more for that privilege., If the Post Office isn't
financed by the mail-users,the deficit is paid out of the taxes paid by everyone.

OTHER LEGISIATION PASSED THE HOUSE

Another bill passed the House permitting the sale to private ownership of a
synthetic rubber plant at Institute, West Virginid. The government will receive a
fair value amounting to $11 million for this plant which has not been in operation
since September of 1953 and costs the government $240,000 annually to keep in stand-
by ;ondition.' PﬁrchaSefs'éf the plant intend to spend millions of dollars to expand
production and ﬂmprové quality. With this expansion more jobs will become available
 in this area and the government will receive. substantial corporate tax payments as
a result of the private operation,

The Congress passed two resolutions last week affecting the electiQn and
inauéuration of the President because under present.law certain important days fall
on Sunday. One resolution moves from Sunday, January 6, to Monday, January 7, the
day on which Congress will count the electoral votes. Another resolutaion calls

for the appointment of three members from each Chamber to make necessary arrangements

for the inauguration which is changed from Sunday, January 20th, to Monday, January 21.

TOTALS IN THE HOPPER

More than 9,000 bills have been introduceéd in the House since the 84th Congress
convened 13 months ago. In addition, more than 1,000 House Resolutions have been
submitted. Of this total, 1,131 of these bills were recorded in the Second Session
through February lst. On the Senate side, 3,106 bills and 403 Resolutions have been
introduced in the 84th Congress through February j_st°
SIDELIGHTS

To date, 1032 Michigan youths betweeﬁ 17 and‘lB% years of age have volunteered
for 6 months active duty and 7% years of active reserve training under the National
Reserve Program. This program not only contributes“to our national defense but does
so at less cost to the federal treasury while allowing more youths to’fulfiil their
service obligation while at work or school.

A peck‘of potatoes arrived in my office the other day. Idaho Representative
Hamer Budge had 5,000 pounds of them stashed away in his Capitol Hill office to be
used in extolling the qualities of his State's product... But with all deference to
Idaho épuds the Fords naiurally prefer good Michigan varietiese.... Incidentally,

last year'ts potato crop in Michigan yielded a total of 7,790,000 bushels.
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JERRY FORD

February 22, 1956

Dear Friends:

The House of Representatives has voted to spend $25,000 to expand the Forest
Service research in the control of the FEuropean pine shoot moth in Ottawa County.
This means that a competent entomologist and a skilled technician will be detailed
this year to give their full time to combatting the shoot moth in the West Olive
area.

In approving the Department of thec Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations
bill Tuesday afternooyp, February 21, the House increased the app;opriations for
expanding ressarch on major pests of forest trees from $75,000 to 10,000, vThe
additional 525,000 is expected to go for wprk on the shbot moth.

This inp;ease in fgnds.t; combaf‘the pine_shodt moth came as a direct result
“_pfkﬁthmeetipg which the citiéens of West Olive had with their Congressman at
the Robart School on Novemberrlh, 1955. “On that occaéion, I was reminded again
of the serious destruction caused by the shoot moth and was asked to seek a-
$25,000 or $30,000’allocation of Federal funds to carry on an experimental program
to eliminate the moth. The West Ottawa Soil Conservation District which in the
Falil of 1955 called my attention to damage done to its plantings, indicated that
it would provide at lease $2,000 to get the project started by April 1.

Immediately upon my return to Washington, D. C. in December, I conferred
with Dr. J. A. Beal, Chief of Forest Insect Research, and found that there was no
money in the budget proposal for fiscal 1957 for intensive research on the shoot
roth. Further communications with the Chief of the Forest Service, Richard E.
McArdle, and with Mr. Charles Figy, Assistant to Secretary Benson, verified that
Facte

Because it seemed to me that the shoot moth would cause great economic loss
to the Government as well as to private owners of forest plantations, and because
local folks were willing to put up their own money to help, I determined to seek
additional funds for this essential research. |

On January 31lst I appeared before the Sub—committee’handling appropriations
for forest insect research to reQﬁest.$25,000 (later‘rédﬁced to $20,000 because
of additional local funds) to fight the moth. The sub-committee was impfessed with

the potential loss to the forests of our nation if the shootkmoth con£inued_its

.



destruction.

Incidentally, this was the first time in my seven years in Congress that I
appeared before a congressibnal committeé asking for mofe money than was in a
Presidential budget recommendation. I am confident the situation justified my action
and the sub-committee agreed. (You‘may read my testimony in the ﬂHearings," copies
of which have been sent to Mrs. Anne M. Polich, Clarence Reenders, and Marion Van
Slooten. Additional copies are available to those who would like one. )

The Appropriations Committee in effect did not increase the funds for the
Forest Service over the amount recommended by the President. The Committee made
certain changes in the activity schedule to provide an increase of $375,000 for
forest management reséarch~in¢luaing $100,000 for expanding research on major pests
of forest trees. Out‘of théﬁ ambuﬁt, $25,000 is intended to be used for work in
Ottawa County.

With this assurance of Federal funds (available July 1 ) and with $2,000

available immediately from the Soil Conservation District we may expect to have an

1effective program of research underway this spring. However, it should be pointed

out that the U. S. Senate must also approve this Appropriation Bill if this important

project is to go ahead. It would be wise for you who ake especially interested in

this problem to write Senator Charles E. Potter who is a member of the Senate Com-

miﬁiéc gﬁVAppropriationS.

e A g ated
RETURN OF FEDERAL LAND TO PRIVATE OWNERSHIP: New legislation is needed before the
Federally owned land in Ottawa County may be sold to private owners. Three bills to
authorize this have been introduced in the House of Representatives. H. R. 161 has
had little consideration but H. R. 5088 is recommended by the Department of Agricul-
ture while H.R. 6815 has been approved by the Committee on Agriculture. Both bills
weuld authorize the Secretary of AGriculture to dispose of the government land at
the current market value. H. R. 6815 was up for consideration on the Consent Caleridar
on MOnday but was passed over because of a provision inserted by Rep. Poage (Democrat,
‘Texas) which.would give preference in the sale of this land to qualified persons in
the following order: (1) Persons whose farm or ranch land had been acquired by the
U.S. since December 7, 1941; (2) veterans; (3) among gualified applicants of
equal preference, those with priority of application.

Very simply this means that a pérson from Texas, or any other state, from whom
the U. S. had acquired land during the past 15 years could come into Ottawa County
and have first choice in the purchase of the federal land. He would have an absolute
preference over local people including those owning adjoining property. Secretary
Benson, however, is fighting to protect the right of local people to have an equal
opportunity to acquire the land at a fair price. He has consistently opposed H.R.6815
but just as strongly favors’H. R. 5088 which would authorize the sale of government

land to local people. We can't predict the result of Poage's attempt to stifle approval
~of this highly desirablé. legislation. R :
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Congressman

JERRY FORD

FEBRUARY 23, 1956

With all the verbal hurly-burly about America's position today in military pre-
paredness, it might be well to take a sober and documented look at just exactly where
we do stand and what the outlook is for the future,

Qur defense forces right now can handle immediately any emergency arising in a
limited type of warfare, and also can handle the initial phases of a really big war.
Byt in the event of a big war, after the first big bang we must rely on our civilian
components and our industrial capacity. A well-rounded prograﬁ, such as we now have,
takes into account the possibilities & both a limited and a general war.

In past years, we have been plagued with a "feast or famine! kind ;f defense
program, first way up and then way down. Now we are on a leveled-off, long-pull
program, designed to be effective in both the short-run eventuality and the leng-run
eventuality.

The Army, for example, has not been cut back. Instead, it has been leveled
off at the long=pull strength. Not only are we stronger now in personnel than we were
beforé Korea, but we have better eguipment, thanks to encouraged technology. Research
and development of new weapons and new methods are both expensive and necessary to
maintain a strong and adeguate defense force. Missile development is vital, and for
1957 about 10 per cent of the procurement expenditures of the Army, Navy, and Air Force
will be for this top priority program.

Letts take an item—by—itém reading on defense procurement expenditures. The
procurement program in aircraft is showing steady and constructive progress. Ships
and harbor craft are being procured in line with the progressive modernization of our
fleet. The ammunition situation is very good, especially as compared with the Korean
War period. In addition to substantial stocks on hand, we are keeping the ammunition
production lines in limited action so they could be readily vitalized in event of
an emergency .

Major strides have been made in the field of guided missiles with ranges up to
5,000 miles. These advances are necessarily dependent on research and development.
mven so, expenditures Tor missiles show a sizable increase again this year; more than
double what was spent two years ago. Electronics and communications will take about

three times as much in expenditures this year as last year, generally reflecting an.



expanded and improved radar defense and communieations system. An early warning in
case of attack could be much more important than all the retaliation in the world.

Finally, expenditures for reserve components will be up next year to cover the
projected expansion in reserve personnel in drill-pay status, which will climb to
more than one million men during the next year. This is a sound program in many ways.
Financially it costs only about $l,060 anﬁﬁaliy per man in reserve status, whereas for
Vméﬁ on active military duty the ﬁnnual cost to the taxpayers is about $6,000 per man.

A1l ih all, the defense situation right now is a healthy one, regardless of all
the howls sent ﬁp~by the criers of military doom and gloom. And we mean to keep it
'that WaYy. .

It might be wise to remember that President Eisenhower, a pretty fair military
leader and strategist for many years, bersonally approved our present national defense
program which is predicated on'sufficient‘stfength to deter any potential enemy and
: keep*thefpeace.' In addition Ike's national defense policies which my committee is
now reviewing are aimed at winﬁing any war if the Soviets should be foolish enough
to initiate such action.

UNDERSEA TRIP

As a member of the military subcommittee of the House Committee on Appropriations;
your Congressman has been invited to take a short trip on the atomic-powered submarine,
The‘Nautilus° The overnight trip over the Atlanti¢ ‘ocean floor will start from New
Londén, Coﬁn., on Friday, Feb. 24 at noon, and wind up Saturday morning back at New
London. - The Nautilus is the first. atomic-powered submarine made by the United States,
and is a prime example of the importance of research in the ovérall scheme of defense,

WTHANK YOU MA®Mpt

The Post Office Department is mighty pleased at the reception of its experimental
chdhge-making stamp vending machine which'also talks. It says more than "Thank You,"
and can give important messages about postal service to patrons. When the final
decisioﬂ is made dn widespread usé of the machine, it could result in better service
to patrons who wouldn®t have to stand in line to buy stamps or obtain change, and also
relicve harried postal clerks of some of the more routine duties so they could devote
more timé to other more important jobs. The talking feature, incidentally, adds only
about $30 ﬁo'the cost of the machine and not the huge amount some sources have suggested.

VISITORS

Dr. and Mrs. G. F. Barofsky, Hilary Snell, and Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Bekman all

of Grand Rapids; Mr. and Mrs. G. Bert Bouwman of Ada, Michigan
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House action on the highly controversial Upper Colorado Reclamation Froject
is scheduled for this week. The project calls for a series of dams and participating
projects on the Colorado River and its tributaries taking in Arizona, Utah, Wyoming,
New Mexico, and Colorado. The bill, H. R. 3383, authorizes an appropriation of not
more than $760,000,000 for this project. It is claimed this project will have about
the same favorable impact on this area as the St. Lawrence Seaway will have on the
Great Lakes region.

Here are some arguments listed in favor of the project: the financing is self-
liquidating with 42 per cent of the cost paid by direct beneficiaries, the remaining
58 per cent to be paid from power revenues; the projéct would save water now going
to waste for power, irrigation and municipal purposes; new areas could be converted
into cropland through the water divefsion; and the poverty-striken Navajo Indians
would have an opportunity to become self-supporting. Crop yields from 132,360 new
acres would not begin until at least 1963 and probably later and the crops grown
there would‘not be those currently in surplus.

Oppone nts of the project question the financial structure claiming it will
result in excessive costs, and that the power aspects are financially infeasible.
They point out the project cannot possibly be self-liquidating and that phases of it
are ill-planned and poorly engineered.

Residents of Michigan will be interested to know that thie Project will not
endanger any existing national parks or beauty spots, that there is considerable
evidence that it will be self-liquidating and its completion should not contribute
to our agricultural surpluses.

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Among the accomplishments of the Eisenhower Administration, the establishment
of the Small Business Administration deserves recognition. It is the first peacetime
independent Agency ever created with the sole resppnsibility of advising, assisting,
and encouraging small businessmen.

Some claim that big businesses are getting the lion's share of government
contracts to the exclusion of small business interests. Thisis not true. The Small
Business Administration is assisting small firms all over the country in obtaining a

fair share of Federal Goverrment orders for goods and services. Through cooperative



efforts between the SBA and the Department of Defense alone, more than $800, 000,000
in orders for goods have been set aside for exclusive bidding by small firms.
Similar working arrangements have been made by the Agency with the General Services
Administration, Veterans Administration, Deparﬁment of Agriculture, and the Atomic
Energy Commission.

OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS

In only two and one-half years of service, the Small Business Administration
has approved a total of 5,624 loans for nearly $159,000,000. Of this total, 2,318
for $116,700,000 were business loans; and 3,306 for $42,200,000 were disaster loans
to relieve damage from floods, hurricanes, and other catastrophes. SBA loans in no
way compete with banks.A In fact, banks participated in two-thirds of all business
loans made by the Agency.

Many thousands éf small firms have been provided with management and production
advice and assistance by the Small Business Administration. The Agency, in coopera-
tion with 72 leading universities and colleges, has made it possible for many ownéré
and mahagers of small businesses to attend one or more of the 151 administrative
management short courses specifically designed for them by the SBA. The Agency
has also made available and distfibuted more than 2,500,000 publications, written
by recognized experts invprivate industry, covering all phases of management,
marketing and technical aids.

SMALL BUSINESS SUCCESSES

Failures among small businesses have taken a substantial drop, especially when
the trememdous increase in bpsiness units is considered. The number of failures
in 1955 was approximately il,OOO. This compares favorably with the annual rate for
the past fifty years averaging nearly 14,000. The failure rate in 1954 and 1955
has been about 42 for every 10,000 concerns. For the years 1900-1955, the avefage
failure rate was 71.

In view of these facts it is clearly apparent that small businessmen are
sharing our national prosperity to a greater degree than ever before and SBA is
helping in many essential areas. It is legitmate to ask, "Would the American people
want the discredited RFC in place of the Small Business Administration?

IN A SENTENCE OR TWO

SéCrétary of.the Treasury George Humphrey received an unexpected pat on the
back recently from Representative J. Veﬁghn Gary, Democrat of West Virginia, who
said, "I think Treasury is one of the most economically operated departments, if not
the most enonbmically operated department in the entire governmentM.s...0On Tuesday,r
Feb. 28th Rep., George A. Dondero; Reﬁublican from Michigan's 18th Congressional

District, was honored for his service as the first Chairman of the Committee on
Public Works with the unveiling of his portrait in the Committee roomss.a.
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Your Congressman, a member of the Military Appropriations Subcommittee, a few
days ago spent appro#iﬁétely 2l hours seeing first hand the Navy's first Atomic sub-
marine, the Nautilus. In the past several years the committee hés allocated sub-
stantial funds for the necessary research, development and comstruction of this
newest national defense weapon. Consequently committee members were vitally
interested in whether or not these vast expenditures had been worthwhile.

The cost of the Néutilus approximates $29 million exclusive of the Atomic
Energy Commission's expenditures for the nuclear reactor. If all construction costs
plus research and developmént expenditures are totalled, this prototype submarine
involved $70 million or more. That is a sizeablé sum, but its military value is
many times more impoffant. Knbﬁledgeablé‘military experts categorically contend
that nuclear-powered ships, particularly submarines with gulded missiles, vastly
improves, in facf multiplies, the national defense potency of the United States.

One of the major weapons in cur future defense program probably will be atcm-driven
subs capable of launching guided missiles.

To make thé cruise on the Nautilus the coﬁmittee flew to the Navy's sub base
at New London, Conn., No time was wasted getﬂing underway for sea and except for
the shallow waters off the harbor the entire voyage was under water. While submerged,
the crew of the Nautilus demonstrated the operation of the sonar equipment, its
firepowen and the uncanny response of the nuclear power plant. Your Congressman
for a limited time and with some apprehension took over the controls of this
fabulous submarine while it cruised at great depths and high speeds. At all times
while an ex-surface sailor manned the controls of a sub-surface ship, I was
reassured to know that highly trained personnel were looking over my shoulder ready
to take over,

I was greatly impressed with the views expre§sed by the members of the crew.
Six of the sailors on this sub are Michiganders. Their morale is excellent. They
praised the !'chow" and the crew living quarters. Most of all they are enthusiastic

about the military potential of "their boat."



During the cruise at depths over 300 feet beneath the surface we had technical
briefings from the ship?s captain and Admiral H. R. Rickover. The Admiral, who is
responsibile for the Navy's nuclear-propulsion development filled us in on its
historical background (its all been done in five years), the Navy's present program
(13 nuclear-powered subs), and the future possibilities of nuclear power (surface
ships such as cruisers and aircraft carriers).

During these technicél briefings your Congressman made many notes so I might
vbetterAuﬂderstand how the atom éould be harnessad to drive a submarine through the
water at high speeds and hundreds of feet below the surface. The notations on
gamma radiaﬁion, reactors, fissionablé materials, U235, neutrons, criﬁical MASSES,
and shéft power wére reasonably understandable at the time Admiral Rickover was
briefigg us} even fhough my chemistry and physics courses were completed 25 yeﬁrs
ago at Séuth High. Just don't ask me to elaboraté.

rThevprogram, whiéh was a gamble five years ago, paid off because of the
aBilitj OfvthOSe who devotedly struggled to overcome scientific and administrative
road biocks. Because of the vision of dedicated public officials such as Admiral
Rickover, the U. 5. now has é fighting ship that likely will revolutionize naval
qufage; Ten years ago only ﬁhe most "long-ﬁaired dreamer"” would have predicted
) burvNavy today would ha#e a submarine thaf could travel 25,000 mileg without
refueling at a submerged speed of over 20 knots. Can you imagine a.submerged sub-
marine crdssing the Atlantic Ocean et full speed without éurfacing? The Nautilus
can do it easily. |

One final word. Tﬁe refrigerators, electric ranges, radio equipment, and all
eiectrical gadgets aboard”fhé.Nautilus are run on the power generated by the nuclear
reaétor. The elecﬁficity-produéing potential of this power plant which insures the
well-being of the Nautilus crew could be harnessed to supply similar domestié power
needs of a city of 20,000 people, and it will be availablé sooner thén some might
think. Yes, military research and development does "payroff" in secbndary benefits
to ouf civilian or domestic economy,

B AN A A VAR VR R VAR AV R VAY)
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VISITORS: BSilas F. Albert, Richard E. Wicks, Hazel Zellner, Mr. and Mrs. L. Fry,
Mr, and Mrs. John A. Hankamp, Mr. and Mrs. D. Dykehouse, and Mrs. H.C. Jacobs, V. J.
Harfbead atl’cf Grand.Rapids{ Richdrd.fs Cuti of Spring Lake; Randall Bosch Jr. of

Holland,
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The House of Representatives and the Department of Health, Education and
Welfare moved forward hand in hand last week with approval of an appropriations bill
for fiscal 1957 which throws $1.9 billions into the struggle for better national
living standards.

As a member of the Appropriations Committee which considered this bill, your
Congressman was very favorably impressed with the budget requests submitted by the
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, for the numerous activities it is
charged with performing. For instance, this yearts budget requests make provision for
tha first real program for mentally retarded children ever conducted by the Federal
Government. The appropriation includes $675,000 for a specific research program into
the education of mentally retarded children; $80,000 for the Childrenfts Bureau so
that the Federal Government may join forces with states and local comﬁunities in the
field of mental retardation, particularly with pre-school children; and $750,000
for additional research at the National Institutes of Health on medical aspects of
the problem. The Department of HEW is also requesting additional legislation to train
more teachers for the mentally retarded and will ask for an additional $500,000 for
that purpose provided the Congress acts promptly on the necessary basic legislation
recommended by President Eisenhower.

MORE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

The appropriation also includes $29.2 million or an increase of $2.7 million
over the past fiscal year for the promotion and expansion of vocational edudation.
These federal funds are matched by state and local contributions to the extent of
over 4 dollars to each appropriated federal dollar,

Fifth District schools were reimbursed $86,118.65 under this program during the
last school yéar. This amounted té $65,801.60 for Kent County and $20,317.05 in
Ottawa County for encouraging and assisting the teaching of agriculture, business,
homemaking, and trade and industrial subjects.

NATTONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH

The National Institutes of Health, located just over the District of Columbia
line in Bethesda, Maryland, is composed of seven individual institutes each devoted
to research into a crucial medical field. The appropriation for the NIH for the E

next fiscal year amounts to $135,525,000 or an increase of $37 million over fiscal


http:20,317.05
http:86,118.65

1956 for the support and conduct of this vital medical research. Many new and
promising discoveries have been made by these institutes in cancer research, heart
disease, mental health, arthritis and metabolic disease, neurology, blindness, and
othcr,essential areag. For instance, the bill provides for an increase of $9.6 million
over the present year's appropriation of $34.5 million for the National Cancer
Institute, Special emphasis will be givgn to research in the promising, and relatively
new, fields of virology and chemotherapy. Also, the‘Committee recommended that the
budget for the National Institute of Mental Health be increased by $5.7 million over
last year witﬁ aboui a miliion dollars devoted to additional research for evaluation
and development of the hew tranquillizing drugs. The Committee was impressed with

the fact that the outlook for findings that may halt the alarming rise in hospitali-
zation of the mentally ili, now edsting rmore than $1.1 billion per year in tax-dollars,
is better than at any time in the history of mankind.

FOOD _AND DRUG ADMINISTRATICN

Housewlves in Western Michigan will bg interested in the work of the Foed and
Drug Administration which is aimed at preventing contaminated food from reaching their
kitchen shelves. Last yeéf more than 1,200 tons of potentially dangerous foods were
seized because they contained ingredients deemed harmful. vFoodvseized last year
| :ﬁecause it w#s filthy or decompo;ed totaled nearly 4,000 tons. This and related
activity of thé Food and Drug Administration represents another legitimate activity

of the Federal Government in protecting the welfare of our citizens.

- SCHOOL GROUPS VISITING WASHINGTON

. iLast Spring classeé from eight schools in the Fifth District visited their
Nation's Capital either during Spring vacation or at the end of the school year.

They were among a large number of such school groups journeying to Washington for a
real look-see at their government. This year there wili be an added incentive for
échool gfoups to travel to the Capital. The VWashington Board of Trade is sponsoring
a new program whereby high officials in many federal bureaus and agencies are setting
time aside each week for discussipn periods with school classes. In addition the
National Symphony Orchestra has announced a series of concerts to be given free of
charge for high school groups vi;iting Washington,D. C, during the .five~week period
frém April 27£h through May 31st. All this would seem to provide an excellent oppor-
tuniity and added incentive to visit washingtono If yowclass plans to make the trip
this year, your Congressman will be &ery willing to provide further information on.

these and cther oppertunities.
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While legislative activity on the floor of the House of Representatives was
fairly light during the past week, there was no let up in Committee work nor in
volume of mail on a number of controversial subjects,

The Appropriations Subcommittee on the Army continues to hear both civilian
and military leaders on the Army budget for next fiscal year. Although these hearings
are in executive session they will be published and released at a later date. I can
say, however, that I have the utmost confidence in our defense leaders and believe
that our present defenses are adequate and shall remain so in the future.

JET ATR BASE: DNumerous letters and telegrams in reference to the jet air
base in northern Michigan were received recently. It seems to me that the Air
Force must be permitted to proceed with the construction of the base at Kalkaska,

To do otherwise will delay at least a year the completion of this vital link in the
defense of our country, will mean a loss of upwards of a half a million dollars to
the American taxpayers, and will increase the annual maintenance cost by at least
#400,000,

SCHOOIL, CONSTRUCTION: While the Kelley bill for federal aid for achool con-
struction is pretty well tied down in the Committee on Rules, most of our letters
have favored the bill. The Kelley bill will distribute federal funds to the states
solely on the basis of schcol population. The Administration's proposal would
distribute these funds by a formula which takes into consideration the school needs
ol the state and its efforts to meet these needs. It is difficult to justify federal
aid on any basis which does not consider real community need and demonstrated effort
by local citizens to solve the problem in the first instance.

POWELL AMENDMENT: Letters for and against the Powell Amendment flow into the
office continually, If this Amendment should be attached to the school construction
bill, federal funds would be withheld from those educational systems maintaining
segregated schools. Proponents insist that in light of the Supreme Court's decision
and of the moral and socigl principles involved, the Amendment must be approved.
Cpponents feel that to add this provision dooms the school bill to defeat, and that

the principle of federal aid to school construction must be considered on its own AN

Ty

merits and not be used to change a social pattern. Viewing the problem as a whole,



I feel obligated to support the Amendment if it is presented to the floor.

DAVIS -BACON PROVISION: Those interested in both the school bill and Fallon

Bill for federal aid to highway construction have written us in reference to the
Davis-Bacon Act. This Act, passed in 1931 and amended in 1935, requires that the
prevailing wages in the area as determined by the Secretary of Labor must be paid

on federal construction projects. An attempt will be made to include this provision
in the school and highway construction bills which provide for construction with

the aid of federal funds. We are told by some that this is phly fair and just.
Others argue that these wage rates ought to be determined by stéﬁe officials rather
than the Secretary of Labor. The Committee on Public Works tried to alleviate the
fears of the latter group by modifying the wording of the pfovision to require the
Secretary to set the rates at ™not less than those prevailing on similar construction
in the immediate locality."

HIGHWAY LEGISLATION: The present version of the highway proposal and its

accompanying tax bill have not caused any great influx of mail. The Committee on
Ways and Means has unanamously approved (15 Democrats & 11 Republicans) a compromise
which will add new taxes on highway users. Under the proposal all revenue from
these new taxes would be earmarked for highway construction.

ONION-FUTURES: Many letters have been coming in from onion growers, urging
me to back H. R. 7920 to prohibit trading in onion futures. Undoubtedly some
stricter control and regulations of onion futufes trading is needed to protect
onion growers from wild speculation by futures traders. Hearings on H. R. 7920
sponsored by Representative Karl King will be held March 24th in Chicago, and
Rep. King is optimistic about chances of at least a compromise measure to tighten
controls over futures trading. As it now sfands, onion prices depend upon futures
trading, and are not allowed to seek the market level., Stricter regulations should
bring a more stable market.

VISITORS: Mr. and Mps. H.C. Jacobs, Mrs. Carol.Josephson, Mr. and Mrs. S. Roth,
Arthur Heimer, Willie Thurman, Harvey W. Skinner, James R. Gibson, Hyman Bloomfield,
George C. Cummings, F. Johnson, Jacob H,. Fliearman, L. Glover, Johnny W. Perkins,
Mrs. John Parks, Carol Bunn, David Mickens, Dr. and Mps. R. P. Nanzig, Leonard B.
Zimmerman, Géorge Burger, A. J., Miner, John D. Marky and Family, Sidney Pipe, Marvin
Rosenberger, Mr. and Mrs. Warren Willard, and John Burman, all of Grand Rapids,Charles
Vandewater of Holland; Yvonne‘R. DedJonge of Zeeland, Neil J. Van Stelle of Kalamazoo,
William Swart Sr. of Spring Lake, and Mr. and Mrs. Warren Willard, Mr. and Mrs.

Gerrit A. Swifney, <Mr. and Mrs. George Swart, all of Grand Haven.



JERRY FORD

March 29, 1956

One day last week I was privileged to participate in three different areas of
federal policy determination effecting residents of Western Michigan.

Early this session I and others introduced a bill to increase the appropriation
for the school-milk program for this fiscal year by $10 million. This bill was
approved by the House but amended in the Senate to extend the special milk program
through fiscal 1958 and to increase to $75 million the sum available during the
next two fiscal years. This legislation and amendments were in line with Secretary
of Agriculture Benson's recommendation aimed at reducing dairy surpluses by providing
more milk for children through the school lunch program.

When conferees from both Chambers met to iron out their difféfences,'H;use
Democrats attempted to remove the Senate amendments from the bill leaving'énly an
extension of the school-milk program and the brucellosis—eradicétion program through
June 30th of this year. The House rejected this move by a.rbll call vote and then
accepted the Senate amendments. The bill as sent to the White House increases funds
available for the school-milk program for this fiscal year by $10 million, increases
tov$75 million.the authorization for fiscal 1957 anq 1953, exfends the milk
progran to include other‘non—profit institutions, the YA and armed services, and
extends and expands the brucellosis-eradication program for two yearse.

The only conceivable explanation for the House Democrat thrust to remove Senate
amendments was a desire to reserve them as a future club to force House acceptance of
the Senate-passed, hodge-podge farm bill.

MORE ON THE JET BASE

Last week I appeared before the Senate Armed Services Sub-committee in support
of my position that the jet air base site in Northern Michigan be retained at Kalkaska.
Prior to testifying I requested and received from Donald A. Quarles, Secretary of the
Air Force, a letter presenting his views in favor of Kalkaska.

Secretary Quarles wrote that only at Kalkaska has enough suitable land been
acquired to allow construction to begin by'this July. Furthermore the estimated con-
struction costs and éctual Operational.expenses are lower at Kalkaska than ény other
site considered. Already $350,000 has been expended by the government for prelimiﬁaries

at Kalkaska, a sum which would be totally lost to Uncle Sam should the location be danged,. .



Mr, Quarles concluded his letter by stating: "The selection of the Kalkaska
site was made only afler a careful and detailed analysis of the many factors involved
in the selection of a location for an installation of this type. If the Air Force
cannot develop the Kalkaska site, a delay of at least one year will result,"

HOLLAND HARBOR IMPROVEMENT

In appearing before the Public:wprks Sub-committee on Appropriations last week
I hope to have spurred action towdfd‘final approval pf "Part B" of the Holland Harbor
project. "Part B" calls for expansion of the turning basin and the extension of the
channel upstream so that the Holland power plant and others will be serviced by deeper
draft vessels. -

This project represents another step in the development of Western Michigan
which among other results will boost the opportunitiés-to derive full benefit from
the St. Lawrence Seaway., The bill should reach the House floor in late April or
‘early May;('

POST OFFICE MANAGEMENT

The House Committee on Pos£ Oﬁfice and Civil Service has begun hearings on
legislation designed to readjust postai rates and place the Post 0ffice on a self-
sustaining basis. Last weck Postmaster General Arthur Summerfield presented to this
committee the AdministrationYS plan for solving the postal deficit problem, a deficit
- reaching $470 million this fiscal year and totaling. $4.6 billion over the last decade.

. Mr, Summérfield indicated that the Post Office Department needs a long-range
program, including rate increases and modernizing operations, which will lead to
financial stability. He would raise rates on third-class mail by 29.1 per cent, on
second-class.mail by 26.8 per cent, and increase postage on letters from 3¢ to 4¢ per
counce., - The Postmaster General showed that it would cost the average family 15¢ more
;fmonth if we had 4¢ postage, and that 75 per cent of the increased costs in this
kcategory would be borne by business. Yet the cost for business would be only 3/100
of one per cent of annual sales.

Rep. Tom Murray, Democrat Chairman of the Committee on Post Office and Civil
Service, was-very favorably_impressed with the Summerfield testimony and said: "There
‘have been many presentations and justifications for increases in postal rates made
But, frankly and sincerely, the statement made today by the Postmaster General is the
clearest, most convincing, ahd.most persuasive statement I have heard.™
VISITORS: From Grand Rapids;'Dr. Jerome BE. Webber, Dr;.and,Mﬂs. G. F. Barofsky, Mr.
and Mrs. Wm. C. Lby; Mr..C..A. Gauthier and Mary, Dr. William L. Rodgers, Dr. W. C.
Beets, Dr. William F. Reus, Mr, John P, Seven, Dr. and Mrs. Richard De Mol., From
Holland; Dale E. Artz; Zeeland; Dr. and Mrs. G. F. Kemme; Kent City, Dr. and Mrs. J.P.

Yegge, and from Rockford; Dr. and Mrs. G. DeMaagd.
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JERRY FORD

April 5, 1956

The Farm Bill, H. R. 12, passed by the House of Representatives on May 5, 1955
was printed on two pages. When the Act came back from the Senate to be referred
to the Conference Committee on March 26, 1956 it was a document of 80 pages.

This hodge-podge piece of legislaion, which is cumbersome and unworkable in
its present form, is being re-drawn by the Conference Committee composed of 5
Senators and 5 Representatives (6 Democrats and 4 Republicans) From information
available at this writing it is evident that the bill will unjustly discriminate
against our dairy and poultry farmers. Any farm program which raises the cost of
the feed they buy can't be of much help.

The bill alsc will increase the amount of surplus commodities held by the
government which surpluses will further depress market prices. Furthermore the
increase in surpluses will add to the burden of the taxpayers.

According to recent figures in the Commodity Credit Corporationfs annual
report for 1955, the storage bill on surplus farm products bought up to support
prices has been running at the rate of about $967,000 a day or $352 million a year.

One of the most bewildering acts of the conferees was to remove from the bill
the provisions which limited to $100,000 the total price support to be received
annually by any one person and limited to $25,000 the total amount to be received
by any one person on the soil-bank programs. The removal of these limitations means
that the huge corporate farms will be eligible to unlimited monetary benefits. This
is to strike a serious blow at the farm program and runs counter to the commendable
attempts to preserve and encourage the small, family-type farm.

The actions of the Conference Committee are more understandable, however, when
one considers the history of the legislation. The House originally passed a poor
farm bill calling for a restoration of rigid, 90 per cent price supports on cotton,
peanuts, tobacco, corn, wheat, and rice. The Senate passed a far worse bill, full
of confused and conflicting provisions. The Conferees can hardly be expected to
make something good out of the combination of something poor and something bad.

The only remedy to the farm question in Congress is for both Houses to start

all over and enact a program in line with the President's recommendations.



THE DOLLAR VALUE

The American dollar continues to hold the line against inflation. The Depart-
ment of Labort?s Bureau of Labor Statistics reports that with 1947-49 as a base
period representing 100 the dollar value has remained at 114.6 throughout the first
two months of this year. In fact éince 1953 the consumers price index has risen
only slightly from 11l4.4 to 114.6. |

‘Meanwhile average weekly takehome pay of American factory workers was at a
record level. Net spendable earnings averaged $71.92 in February for a worker with
three dependents and $64.59 for a worker with no dependents. Both figures were
about $2.90 higher than in February of last year representing gains of more than
4 per cent in take-home pay over the year. Record high income coupled with
virtually unchanged consumer prices means that buying power of the American working
man is higher today than ever before.

AGRICULTURE EXTFORTS.

Exports of agricultural goods have increased by 16 per cent in the last two
years. Operating under terms of the Agricultural Trade Development and Assistance
Act of 1954 Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson has announced that agreements
totaling $1.2 billion have been signed for export sale of surplus farm commodities.

This program was set up by Congress for three years, ending June 30, 1957 to
help relieve price-depressing sﬁrpluses. A goal of $1.5 billion in export commit-
ments was to be reached as rapidly as possible and now with $1.2 already committed
negotiations are under way for the remainder of the allotted $1.5 in the near
future. Secretary Benson has stated, "The program is having timely and helpful
effect. It has given strength to our foreign and domestic markets at a time when
such strength has been needed."

WAR CLAIMS

American citizeﬁs suffering World War II property losses will soon be barred
from recoveries unless their claims are filed with the Foreign Claims Settlement
Commission in Washington before September 30, 1956. Under provisions of’Public
Law 285, approved August 9, 1955, Congress has provided eligible bersons with some
measure of compensation for such claims against Bulgaria, Hungary, Italy, and
Rumania. Money was made available for war losses'byAthe cpqntrieq involved for
the settlement of American claims.

FEBEEEEEEEREEE
VISITORS: From Grand Rapids, Reverend and Mrs. Edward Van Baak, Mr, and Mps.

Harold DeBoer. From Grandville, Mr. and Mrs. Don Lautenbach.
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Congressman

JERRY FORD

April 12, 1956

Your Washington Report this week comes from a "ghost writer." This is not
a report from your Congressman, Jerry Ford. Instead it's a report from a guy who's
been working with him since mid-December. In real life, I'm Dick Milliman, who |
used to live in Holland but now is a Lansing reporter. I'm down here in Washington
trying to find out a little more about how Congress works. Until Congress adjourns,
the American Political Science Association; my sponsor, will see that I eat regularly.

Your Congressman thought you folks might like to hear some of my impressions
on what's going on around here. I can tell you this much--my impressions of Congress
have changed quite a bit.

You see, I'm no longer afraid of Congre--men, I%ve found out they're just
human beings after all. There's still a little reserve left about Senators, because
I don't start working on that éide for a couple of weeks yet. And after visiting
several cabinet members and others on that level, I'm still respectful in their
presence but not overawed, like T was at first,

Before I became partvof the process for this brief time, I had very little
idea that a Congressman can be so busy all the time. Jerry Ford, for example,
spends four hours or more each day working with his committee-~the Committee on
Appropriations. He also spends some time on the floor of the House, but he can't
spend as much time there as he would like. Ehen he has to keep the office going,
signing every piece of mail that goes out, and working as the Washington agent for
the 363,000 "stockholders" in the Fifth District. The five-day, 40-hour week
definitely does not apply while Congress is in session.

Another fact that is a revelation is how many of you folks back in the
district have problems. A student of psychiatric research might deduce that there
is a wave of some type in Kent and Ottawa counties accounting for these problems.
But, checking with other offices the Michigan Fifth is no different than other
districts. Everybody has problems, and lots of folks write to their servants in
Washington for help.

One woman gets the runaround in applying for an income tax refund; perhaps
a well-place letter from the Congressman will slice red ta;pe° Another experiences

delay in getting a passport; again, a phone call may help, An eight-grader has a



composition to write; information on soil conservation is sent. A Congressman is a
combination errand boy, chaplain, and psychiatrist.

One thing that strikes you in reading these letters is that most of them
come from sincere folks who have real problems and honestly want some help.
Naturally there are chronic letter writerSAbut'they are the exception rather than
the rule,

Some people--in fact, hundreds of them--write with advice or questions
about some matter of legislation. Under this category come mass mailings of postcards
and letters, all worded identically, and petitions. Often these missives direct
the Congressman's attention to an area of importance, and subsequent research may
mold his thinking and influence his vote. It's my opinion, however, that mere
numbers of letters mean little; one well thought out letter, well presented and
documented with arguments, will have more influence than 100 letters saying simply:
"Please support HR 12345678.%

The matter of politics and its relation to the work of’a Congressman is in
itself an interesting study. Naturally politics is interwoven in the work of the
Congress, because politics is the road that each of the 435 members of the House
traveled to get here. But it's amazing that partisan politics plays such a minute
part in the every-day operation of a Congressmants offiqe. Therets no thought of
whether a correspopdent is a Republican or Democfat; each receives the same service,
except that if thg person sceking help is a known Democrat, a Republican Congressman
might work just a little bit harder to try to turn an opponent into a supporter.
Most Congressmen Ifve observed, including Jerry Ford,’refuse to stumble blindly
dpwn the partisén path laid out behind closed doors somewhere, unless they honestly
agree with the decision. And party leaders don’t expect such blind obedience--
usually. The recason that Republicans are Repubiicans and Democrats are Democrats
is that they think alike and bclieve their ideas are best for the country. A phrase
you hear around here all the time is: ™I don't agree with you, but I respect your
right to think the way you do."

My stay in waShington so far has convinced me that the majority of Congressmen
are competent and capable men and women, earnestly trying to do whét is best for
their country and particularly their districts. Of Course, it must be realized
that the Congress rcpresents a cross section.of America. My réspect for the law-making
branch of federal government has increased because of my close association with it

during the past several months.
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JERRY FORD

April 19, 1956

The Democrat-sponsored farm bill which both Houses of Congress voted to hand
President Eisenhower last week can only result in an undesirable impact on the small
family-type farmers of Western Michigan. This bill is far from the workable standards
presented to Congress by the President‘in his hine-point farm message last January.

One of the most disturbing features of the Democrat-sponsored legislation
against Western Michigan farmers is that it removes provisions placed in the Senate
version to limit to $100,000 the total price support to.be received by any individual
faming unit amd liﬁit to §25,000 th? total amount to be received by any unit under
the soil-bank programs, Without these restrictions the federal farm policy will
further encourage with ta# money the growth of the large corporate farm enterprises
to swallow up the functions of the small family-type farms such as we have in
Western Michigan. |

Another feature which is undesirable for amdj;iscriminatory against Western
Michigan farmers is the restoration of high rigid price supports. Less than 10
per cént of Michigan's agricultural income is derived from the six basic cropsA
(corn, cotton, peanuts, wheat, tobacco, and rice) which receive federal support ocut
of tax money. This means that the farm‘law ignores the fruit growers; poultry
farmers, onion farmers, and dairy producers in Western Michigan, An indirect result
of high subsidies is raising feed costs and other increases in consumer and farm
purchases the small farmer must make.

Presiqént Eisenhower recomuended to the Congress a good farm bill with a long-
range objective to work in the best interests of the farmer; the~consumer,'and the
taxpayer. Congress has passed a hodge-podge, unworkable bill which is inconsistent
in many ways., This proposed law will do the following: Price-depressing surpluses
will continue to be encouraged, our farmers will be further hamstrung by increased
regimentation, and the federal treasury will have substantially added burdens.

PRESIDENTIAL DISABILITY

Examination of the ambiguities surrounding presidential disability and succession
began last week with hearings by the House Judiciary Committee into this problem which
President Eisenhower has publicly urged Congress to study. The Constitution leaves

no doubt that the Vice President is next in the line of succession should removal,



death, resignation or inability render the President unable to discharge the powers
and duties of his office. However, no clear-cut procedure covering each of these
eventualities has ever been established, especially eoncerning that of Minability.®

The Committee will seek answers to &8 number of questions arising out of a
possible emergency. For instance, who shall raise the question of Presidential
inability to discharge the duties and powers of his office: Once raised, who shall
make the determination of inabi_'l.ity" Who shall determme the durat ion of inability?
To answer these and like questims adequate sai’eguards must be assured againot
political and other undesirable considerat ions playing ’Va dominant role.

| One altermative would giv”e the President's Cabinet power to determine his

inability to carry on during an emergency; Otliers edva;ice the claim that this
rasponsibility should rest with the ﬁouse of Representatifes or the Supreme Court.
Or perhaps some indeperdent body or _.a,tgency should be .consulted for a decision. In
any event its a good bet that a Constitutional Amendment is in the offing.

JET AIR BASE SITE - |

The site of the Northarn Michigan jet a_irk base was dsbated on the floor of the
House last week as an amendment to a2 -military installations construction bill, House
members voted for construction of the base at Manistee rather than Kalkasica. Now
the bill goes to the Senate where the location of this ﬂtal link in defense wil}
again be considei'ed. | _. |

The decision of the Houee cannot be justified on the faots. It means that
construction will be dolayed at least one year plus an additional expense of at loast
$5 million. . The motion to build the interceptor base at Kalka.ska won excellent bi-
partisan ?supportlfrom_ the Michigan delegation in the House s 10 to h, with four
Michigan Democrats and six Republicans voting in_.fa\for oi‘ the Kalkaska site. Despite
the clear-cut majority among Michigan Representat ives for the Kalkaska site, the
House as a whole voted otherwise. It is my earnest hope that the Senate will remedy
this action,

FHEEHAREHEEHREE

VISITORS:
From Grand Rapids: Victor S-. Bazfnes and family, Mrs., Meta K. Napper, Mrs, Mabel C.
Lynch, Miss Ruth Abel, Miss Phyllis Nieting, Miss Irene Rockwell, Mrs. E. D. Winfield
Mry and Mrs, William Holman, Jr., Mr. and Mrs, John Stevene, Dr. and Mrs, Edwin C.
Becbe, and Mr. leliam L. George‘. From I_{udsonyille: Mr. Bugene VerHage and Mr.
: Henry VerHage. From Grand Haven: Mr and Mrs. Tony Wolf; from Zeeland, Mr. and

Mrs. Bruce DePreej and from Alto, Mr. William Berghage.
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Congressman

JERRY FORD

April 26, 1956

The road bill has finally broken loose from committee to make a bid for
passage on the floor of the House, The bill has been delayed by a number of contro-
versial issues which had to be settled before it could be reported from committee.

President Eisenhower first urged legislative action in January, 1955. He
repeated his request early in 1956, During the first session the Serate passed a
road bill calling for an expanded federal aid program while the House became hopelessly
deadlocked over means of financing. These differences over financing were finally
resolved by the House Committee in favor of a pay-as-you-go plan based on increased
taxes for highway users.

But after the issue of financing was resolved several other controversies
arose which only last week were ironed out and the House received a new bill providing
for the biggest nation-wide road building program in history. One issue concerned
inclusion of the provisions of the Davis-Bacon Act. A number of Southern Members of
Congress opposed these provisions which would insure that all laborers and mechanics
employed on road construction work would be paid wages Mat rates not less than those
prevailing on the same type of work on similar construction in the immediate locality."
This measure is included in the new bill,

Another hurdle involved Federal reimbursement to those states which have ex~
pended funds in the construction of their own highways, toll or free, which will
become part of the new interstate system. The proposed act requires Congress to
determine the time, method and amounts to be reimbursed, if any, following a study
by the Secretary of Commerce conducted in cooperation with the State Highway Departments.
The State of New York conceivably would benefit to the extent of almost a billion
dollars under this provision. This is a compromise provision open, it seems to me,
to Jjustiable criticism.

Also standing in the way of highway legislation was the question.of who should
pay for the relocation of utility facilities, such as power lines, caused by new
construction. The revised bill provides that Federal funds may be used to reimburse
the state whenever a state under its own policy shall pay for the cost of relocation.
If the utility pays the costs for moving its facilities, no federal funds may be

expended for that purpose



LCANS FOR DISASTER AREAS

Homeowners and businessmen like toknow that when natural disasters strike there
are fedefal agencies standing by to offer help and financial assistance if it is
needed or desired. We have found that the Small Business Administration has one of
the best governméntal programs to help those who must borrow to rebuild or repair
their homes and businesses following a disaster.

The fact became clear to me’after the tornado hit us in Michigan, Therefore,

I appearéd recently before an Appropriations subcommittee in support of an SBA
request for additional funds to carry on its disaster assistance work and its aid to
small businesses, The SBA has requested $7,000;OOO for salaries and expenses during
1957 and an additional $50 million for its revolving loan fund. This seems to me to
be a fair request.

Persons living in llichigan will be interested to learn that on May lst our
state will become a separate region of the Small Business Administration. Mr., Fred W.
Pritchard, who is serving as the Detroit Branch Manager under the jurisdiction of the
Cleveland Regional Qffice, will become Regional Director for the state of Michigan.

BEAUTIFYING THE CAPITOL

At this time every four'years the Dome of the United States Capitol and the
Mady of Freedom" which stands majestically above the Dome 285 feet from the ground,
give way to a brush-weilding force of about 4O rmainters. Tuo huge task of refinishing
the cast-iron dome, which measures 135 feet and five inches in diameter at its basg,
and the 194 foot "lady" is carried on prior to cach Presidential inauguration to
improve the attractiveness of the Capitol Building and to preserve the structure,

This refurbishing, which also includes the central sandstone portion of the
€apitel Building, according to the Capitol Architect, will consume 1000 gallons of
paste paint, 250 gallons of raw oil, L75 gallons of turpentine and 25 gallons of drying
material, Total cost for the project, which will take 15C days, is estimaled at
between $45,00C and $50,000. It will bring to 30 the number of coats of paint placed
on the Dome since its construction during the Civil War period.

The "lady of Freedom' has stcod in her conspicuous location over the Capitol
as a symbol of liberty since 1863, The figure was exccuted by the sculptor Thomas
Crawford, in Rome, and was barely completed before the death of Crawford in 1857.

The statue is that of a women clothed in flowing robes with her’right hand resting
on the hilt of a sheathed sword, her lefthand holding a wreath and a shield. An
emblem near the heat bears the letters,, 5. and her liberty helmet is adorned
with stars, Indian fcathers and thc American Eagle. Platinum points in her crown

assist in her service as a lightening rod for the Capitol.
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Congressman

JERRY FORD

May 3, 1956

last week as a Member of the House Appropriations Committee I witnessed first
hand a scene in the maneuvering which has typified Congressional action-on the farm
bill. When the President vetoed the farm bill he urged Congress to take immediate
action on the soil bank plan. Although the President in January urged action on soil
bank legislation, Democrat leaders want the credit for the program themselves and
they are dirécting great effort to create this impression.

bn April 19th the Committee on Appropriations was asked without prior notice
or public hearings to appropriate $l.2 billion for acreage reserve and soil conserva-
tion payments., The Republican members of the committee. first heard of the proposal
to appropriate this huge sum shortly before 11:00 a.m.,; when the committee meeting .
was called. It was evident that we were being asked to appropriate meney that had
not been authorized by’law; yet some Democrats on the Comﬁittee insisted that the
Soil Conservation Act of 1935 gave the President all the authority needed to start .
the program, This was a hasty unauthorized maneuver to appropriate over one billion
dollars., It was supposed to embarrass the President and point out.that he allegedly
had the power all these years to put the soil bank into operation.

After this $1.2 billion appropriation was pushed through committee it was
reported and scheduled for House action. The Republican leadership immediately called
a conference where it was agreed that Rep. Carl Anderson, Republican from Minnesota,
would offer an amendment to the appropriation bill authorizing a genuine soil bank,
When it became clear that the authorization amendment would receive wide support and
that to be consistent the Democrats would have to support Anderson's amendment, they
too went into action. The next day Rep. Harold D. Cooley, Chairmaﬁ of the Agriculture
Committee, introduced his own bill authorizing the soil bank along the lines of the
President's original request of last January and it will undoubtedly be approved.

The PreSi&ent7s program should reduce surpluses; raise farm income and expand our
conservation éfforts for future generations.,

CIVIL RIGHTS LEGISLATION

The mood for House consideration of civil rights legislation appeared set one
day last week with the introduction of a unique and rarely used device by Southerners

to hold up committee work on this vital program, On Thursday, the House Judiciary



Committee took up some civil rights proposals while the House was in session. One
Southern member after the other requested a quorum call designed to pull committee
members away from their hearings in the House Office Building, a block away, to
answer the call of the House. In all, committee members were forced to interrupt ;
their work four times for 30 minutes each time so they could reach the House floor.
No action was taken on civil rights that afternoon. But a bill was reported the

next morning despite this useless maneuvering.

PING SHOOT MOTH
Battle lines against the Pine Shoot Moth drew a little tighter last week with

Senate passage of the appropriations bill which included funds to combat the growing -

AT

threat from this pest in Western Michigan. The House has already approved this
appropriation and we can say definitely that $25,000 of federal money will be
available on July lst to carry on the research which has been initiated 1n Ottawa

County to try to find a way of preventing further damage to the pine trees of Michlgan.

INDIAN AFFAIRS

I have been receiving large amounts of correspondence which indicdfe a growing
interest among individuals and groups of the Fifth District in legislation affecting
the American Indian, Hearings are now being conducted by the Housé Cormmittee on Interbr
and Insular Affairs to provide additional sanitary, economic, and educational training
and assistance for our Indian citizens. Legislation may be reported to the whole
House and if it is fair and sound, I intend to suﬁport it as I have supported other
constructive Indian legislation in the past.. I have on hard some informative material
on the American Indian published by the Department of Interior which.will be sent to
you upon request.

THE NATIONAL MOTTQ

The House has passed and sent to the Senate a four-line joint Egsolutipn to
establish as the Mnational motto! the phrase "In God We Trust.™ This phrase has
appeared on all coins since 1865 and under a law enacted last year must appear on all
paper currency as well as coins. In.recommending the resolution to recognize offi-
cially the motto, the Judiciary Committee report said: )

"It will be of great spiritual and psychological value to our

Country to have a clearly designate& national motto of inspirational

quality in plaih, popularly accepted English.t

VISITORS .

From Grand Rapids; Dale S, De Haan, Robert L. McKay, John D, Hibbard, Catherine
E. Bigford, }/h's.hlfﬁnor D. Dutcher, W. T. Mitchell, Dr. E.W. Schnoor, Mrs. We P, ..
Van Wormer, Mr. and Mrs., Floyd Thornton, H. T. Birckhead, Mr. and Mrs R. S.,Teesgale.,
Mrs. M. Thomas Ward, Frances Graff, Bob Vander Laan, and Bob Van Laar. From Grand

Haven; J., E. Scott; Byron Center, Boyd Bercnds.
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Congressman

JERRY FORD

May 10, 1956

This week the House is considering the big Department of Defense Appropriations
bill which, as reported from committee, would give our Armed Forces §33.6 billion for
the fiscal year starting July lst. This sum for the national protection takes 55 cents
of each dollar the Federal Government dollar spends. Or looked at in another way, it
means that each day of the year over $90 million is spent by the Army, Navy and Air
Force.

I am privileged to serve on the Housa Appropridtions Subcommittee for the Depart-
ment of Defense which recommended this gigantic bill to the House. The 15 member com-
mittee (9 Democrats and 6 Republicans) heard 6000 pages of testimony by top ranking
military leaders and civilian authorities over a four month period to justify this
huge appropriation. Barring unforeseen developments, I believe the amount appropriated
is generally adequate to meet our national military requirements for the coming fiscal
year.

The bill calls for an increase of $1.7 billion over that of last year for the
Department of Defense. This bill placés emphasis on air power and new weapons, such
as guided missiles,‘while decreasing somewhat reliance on conventional or old style
weapons. Of the three services the Air Force will receive the largest sum, or approxi-
mately $15,6 billion, providing for 137 air wings fully manned and equipped. Also
funds are double those of two years ago for expansion of the guided missile program,
both intercontinental (5,500 miles) and intermediate (1,500 miles). Almost $2 billion
will be spent in the next 12 months on missiles alone.

The Navy is to have funds for an active fleet of 1,005 ships by mid-1957, with a

$10 billion share of the military budget. The 1957 shipbuilding program provides for
_23 new ships including six Forrestal-type carriers, 13 smaller guided missile vessels,
a nuclear-powered guided missile cruiser and six additional atomic submarines. The
military strength of the Army will be supported at 1,045,300 personnel divided into
19 divisions, 10 regimental combat teams, and 140 anti-aircraft battalions including
NIKE missile units. Funds are to be available for expanding the Reserve by 145,000.
In all the Army will receive about $7.5 billion.
The bill is based mainly upon recommendations made by President Eisenhower last

January. It is a sound, essential and constructive program to help preserve the peace



and strengthen the free world. Admiral Radford, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
told the comittee it will "insure a well-rounded military establishment.” General
Taylor of the Army, and General Twining, head of the Air Force, endorsed the program.
Admiral Burke of the Navy and General Pate of the Marines expressed their approval
without qualification.

The expenditure of approximately;§3 billion per month by the United States for
,nrgapipqal:defenqe_seems vital for peaceﬁgpdzgggq:ity, and I hope the Congress and our
, citizéns will approve of the action by my committee.

THE MONEY BUSINESS

Officials of the United States Mint appggggd'before~g_ﬂogse Committee last week
to ask for an increase in the Minor Coinage Metal Fund from $2 billion to $3 billion.
The Mint uses this revolving fund to buy the metal for coining pennies and nickels.
While this bi}l,Awhich was favo:gbly‘repo;;ed:toVthe House, will not geSult in an in-
‘grgase,in federal spending, it does pgipt up another aspect of our money problems.

The common penny is composed 0£ 95'percent copper and 5 percent gzinc and tin.

Since 1945 the cost of copper has sky;ocketed from 12¢ to 52%¢ per ppynd, gpd zinc from
- 9¢ ;0J13%¢._ So a larger revolvingyqud now is needed to supply metal for coinage.

But this ig)'tﬁthe whole pi;ture. One pound of the metal alloy will make 145
coins worth $1.45. With the cost of this metal at 48 cents and the manufacturing cost
at 15 cents, the Mint nets a profit of 82 cents on every 145 pennies minted., But it is
on nickels that Unclekng makes a real killing. A pound of the alloy (25 percent nickel
and 75 percent copper) costs 55 cents which with production costs of 16 cents makes a
- total of 71 cents. This will produce 90 nickels valued at $4.50. So on every 90
nickels the Mint produces a profit of $3.79 or 533 percent of costs.

The Mint turns out 114 million pennies and 12 million new nickels monthly which
indicates that the coin business never had'it so good. The greater use of vending
machines and of state sales taxes, along with the growth in population’aqd$in the -
number of persons employed helps to account for this. Mint officials feel too, that
many pennies and nickels go into untold thousands of piggy banks and other home savings
devices. .

VISITORS WELCOMED -

Mr. Clarence Jalving, Mr. George Heeringa, Holland; From Grand Haven, Messrs. Ed
Kieft, E. V. Erickson, J. Scott, Art Wheélg;; Edwin J. Cook, Max G. Metzler, Eugene
0. Harbegk, Jr., Howard’C, Zuidgma;'w. Preéton Biiz, Paul A. Johmson, R. V. Terrill,
Warren Stansberry, Dr. Wm.‘M. Creason, 2591 A.;Johnson, Sr.: Bert Singerling, aﬁd

Mrs. Max Metzler; Mr. James W. Oakes, Mr. Robert Dykman, Mr. Clarence Broman, and

Mr. Robert Burnside from. Spring Lake; Mr. Donald Wilson and twenty high school students

from Sand Lake; and Mr, Kenneth Vonk from Grand Rapids.



WORKERS INCOME UP

On a percentage basia, labor's share of the national income is going up while
corporate profits after taxes decline. According to the Department of Labor American
workers received 65.7 percent of the national income in the years from 1950 - 52; while
from 1953 - 55, with the country at peace, American workers received 69 percent of the
national income. From 1950 - 52 corporate profits totaled 7 percent and from 1953 - 55
they declined to 6 percent of national income,

This means that American working people are getting a bigger share of the total
natianal income than ever before. Net spendable earnings of a worker with three
dependents were $72.10 in Hnrch of this year, while those of a worker with no dependentn
were $364.77. This represents a gain of 33 cents over February and an increase of better

than $2.70, or about 4 percent over March of last year.
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Once again Congress 1s casting a penetrating eye at the far-reaching and complex
Mutual Security Program involving military, economic, and technical activities in
cooperation with 38 countries of the free world,

In a special report to the Congress on the Mutual Security Program President
Eisenhower has outlined activities of this program during the present fiscal year
which ends June 30th. For fiscal year 1956 Congress appropriated $2.7 billion for
mutual security purposes. The greatest share of this amount, or 52 percent, went to
Asia. The Near East and Africa receiﬁed 14 percent with Europe getting 13 percent
and Latin America 3 percent. The remaining 18 percent was distributed on a non-reg-
ional basis. By function, military assistance consumed the biggest chunk of the
total, or $1,357 million. Other than direct military aid the term defense support
describes expenditures totaling $1,045 million which go for supplemental ecomomic
resources to countries participating in the military aspects of the program. The
§173 million programmed for development assistance went entirely to economically
under -developed areas. Technical assistance totalled $153 million. Both Secretary
Wilson and Admiral Radford have testified that these expenditures greatly assist in
reducing our own direct military budget.

Military Aspects - During the first six months of the current fiscal year the
United States sent about $900 million worth of military equipment and supplies to
friendly nations. These shipments included planes, tanks, combat vehicles, small
naval vessels and other military supplies. NATO members have contributed of their
own resources about 85 percent of the total cost of the Eu:opean buildup. Funds from
the U. S. sent through the military assistance program have made up this difference,
or 15 percent.

Economic Development - Through the economic aid funds of the Mutual Security
Program the U. S. is actively engaged in helping under-developed countries build a
broader and more diversified economic base. Projects assisted through mutual security
funds have included power plants, irrigation works to increase food production, porﬁ
improvements, highway and railroad construction to help foreign trade by opening
markets and small industries development. In fiscal 1956, $300 million was made

available to finance the export and sales of our own surplus agricultural commodities



Page 2
in exchange for foreign currencies. Funds from these sales are used on a loan or
grant basis to carry out the objectives of the mutual security program.

Technical Assistance - Mutual security funds are financing the interchange of
technicians among the free countries of the world. Today, thousands of American
technical experts are working with people thoughout the world and many nationals from
ofhef lands are in the U. S. for technical training. Tangible achievements are
resﬁlting ftom‘sharing technical knowledge with better health, improvgd food’cr0ps,
more efficient manufacturing methods and better administrative procedures.

"RUBBER FACILITY DISPOSALS

During World War II the United States constructed synthetic rubber faciiities at
a cost to the federal government.of about $700 million. Through plant operations and
the disposal of some rubber facilities in the 1946-50 period approximately half-bf
this investment was recovered. Last year 26 additional. synthetic rubber producing
facilities were transferred from federal to private ownership, for $285 million.
This has resulted in a recovery by the government of its entire~inves£meﬁt and has
yielded to the Treasury an additional $22,500,000.

;The United States has overcome one of its gravest‘pre-Worid‘Wéf’II strategic
wéakneéses by establishiﬁg an industry for producing synthegiexrubber, and by building
a $trategic stockpile of natural rubber. At the present time a part of the U; S.
rubber requirements can be met only by natural rubber. The U. 5. is maintaininé a
stockpile of natural rubber adequate to supply military and essen;ial civiliaﬁ needs ‘in
.-an emergency. As of December 31, 1955, our national productive capacity for synthetic
rubber was already more than 1,250,000 tons. By January l, 1958, reported planned
éxpansions would bring synthetic capacity to about 1,700,000 tons - or equal to the
.téfal‘new-rubber requirements, for both synthetic and natural, as estimated‘for 1960.

ANNIVERSARY IN THE FBI

J. Edbar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, has juétrcon-
'ﬁluded 32'years as FBI chief. Since Mr. Hoover was appointed to his positioﬂ on
,. May 10, 1924, by then Attorney General Harlan F. Stone, Hoover hasvdeveloped the
’rBureau into a highly efficient and powerful protective force of law and order. Today
. the annual budget of the FBI is $90 million; it employs 6,200 special agents and
some 8,000 other workers; it carries on file nearly 140 million fingerprimnts; it
runs the world's finest crime laboratory, operates-a police academy, and an agent's

training school.
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The House voted 222 to 156 last week to approve one'of the recommendations of
the Hoover Commission by striking a section from the Department of Defense Apprépriations
Bill. The vote eliminated Section 633 of the Bill which would have given either the
House or Senate Committees on Appropriatiqns power to veﬁo aﬁy Defeﬁse Depaftment move
to eliminate any of its business;type activities which private enterprise could perfam
more economically. Had this provision remained in the bill both the Department of
Defense and the Committees would be further burdened with unnecessary red tape, The
provision which has been in effect for nearly a year is an administrative monstrosity
and, it would seem, boarders on the usurpation of Executive authority by the Congress.

After the vote T received a letter from Mr, Clarence Francis, Cpairman of the
Citizens for the H;over Report, who hailed the vote as a victory for a free American

economy and small business.

AGRICULTURE APPROPRIATICN: By vbice vote on‘May 14th the House passed legislation
appropriating $783 million to carry the regular activitieé of the Department of Agri-
culture through the coming fiscal year. One important slice, or $57.5 million, goes
for the Soil Conservation Service, This represents an increase of $L.5 million over
the proceeding year and will enable soil conservation districts, such as the three very
active ones in Kent and Ottawa Counties, to intensify their work. A $5 million sum is
earmarked for hiring technicians to help conserve water and soil resources;

The consumer as well as the farmer should benefit from a $1C.8 million boost to

#$49 million in the next fiscal year for agricultural research funds. This represents
8

a 56 per cent increase over the past four years. These funds will be poured into\three'
new major construction projects including a new research laboratory in Florida, a
modern poultry brooder house at the Beltsville Experimental Station, and a national

seed storage facility. Funds also provide for additional research on pastﬁres and
rangeland with special emphasis for meeting some of the problems arising from land
diversion as contemplated in the soil bank. Further research projects are set for
studying barley, honey, and other foods with the object of providing better food for
the dinner table at less cost.

MEDICAL RESEARCH: last week the House Commerce Committee approved a Senate-passed

bill authorizing $30 million a year for the next three ycars for construction of non-

Federal medical research facilities. These funds will be available on a 50-50 matching



basis and will be made to accredited public and non-profit institutions, hospitals, and
schools willing to undertake research projects into major diseases such as cancer,

heart disease, nervous disorders, and mental illness. This bill neither conflicts with
nor overlaps functions of a strictly federal nature conducted by the National Institutes
of Health. Instead it is designed to place more research emphasis on a local level
with wider diversification throughout the whole country,.

GREAT LAKES SHIPPING: Senator Charles E., Potter has introduced a bill, now on

the Senate agenda, which would stimulate, through a federal trade-in allowance plan
for overage ships, construction of a modern Great lakes commercial fleet to keep pace
with the expanding economy, national security needs, and changing patterns of trade
as completion of the St, Lawrence Seaway nears. The bill authorizes the Secretary of
Commerce to acguire from the ship oﬁher any obsolste vessel engaged in trade on the
Great lakes in exchange for an allowance of credit., This trade—inlallowance is based’
on an appraisal of the ship's value and may be applied on the purchase price of a new
vessel constructed in Great lakes shipyards for use on the lakes. The vessels would
be ptaced in a Great Lakes national reserve fleet.

GUEST STATEMENT: (Mr. Herbert Ritsema, teacher at Kelloggsville High School, was

in Washington last week with his senior class, He used my pass to hear President
Sukarno address the Congress, and has written his impressions of the occasion,):

"On May 17th at a joint session of Congress it was my pleasure to hear the Presi-
dent of Indonesia address the President's Cabinet, Members of the Supreme Court, the
Senate, and the House of Representatives. It was a tremendous thrill to see so many
dignitaries assembled in one room and to listen to the very colorful Indonesian Presi-
dent. Among those easily recognized by this writer were Secretary of Defense Charles
Wilson, Chief Justice Earl Warrer, House Speaker Sam Rayburn, Vice President Richard
M, Nixon, and our own Representative Jerry Ford.

"The guest speaker assured those present of Indonesia's desire for a workable
democracy and made an appeal for U. S. aid., The latter seemed to create no great stir,
and it was probable that there was no great surprise involved. The President goncluded
his message by calling for peaceful control of the atomic and hydrogen bombs. All in
all, it was a truly inspiring experience for this midwesterner who can only read
about it in the papers.? We are deeply grateful to Representative Ford for this

opportunity and for his courtesy shown our group while in Washington.®
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The Public Works Appropriatiens Bill passed by the House last week essentially
as Presidemnt Eisenhewer requested, not only will result in numerous construction
projects threughout the Nation but allocates approximately $5.6 million for seven
waterway projects in Michigan. Superviéed by the Army Corps of Engineers this vital
work will Increase the value to Michigan workers and industry of the St., lawrence
Seaway scheduled for cempletion in the Spring of 1959.

The House approved $285,000 for enlarging the turning basin and extending of
dredging operations upstream in the Black River at Holland to permit larger and deeper

draft vessels to reach the city docks and adjacent industrial facilities. The funds
| will also permit somé‘construction work en Part A of the project.

Among other préjects for Michigan is $4 million allocated for improvements of '
connecting channels between lakes Huren and Erie for deep draft ocean-going navigation.
This is the initial appropriation for a major project that will open up Lakes Huron,
Michigan, and Superior to world-wide osean-going vessels., It means much to Michigan's
future economic development,

LUNCHEON AT THE WHITE HOUSE

When invited to iunqh or dinner at someone'!s home it is just bad manners to be
late. Tardiness at a White Heuse luncheon with fhe President is contrary to all the
rules of protocol.
| On Wédnesday; Mey 23rd; President Eisenhower had his annual luncheon for the
20 Members of the House who by letter on February 22, 1952 first urged him to become
a candidate, The invitation said 12:30 but on that day the House of Representatives
had on its agenda the final version of the Soil Bank legislation, In order to
vote on the bill we ended up 45 minutes late at Ike's luncheon, He not only understood
our tardiness but congratulated the House Members fér enacting legislation which will
increase farm income, reduce surpluse% and conserve ocur soil for future generatiohs.
During this informal luncheon the President related numerous interestingrv
incidents of his three years in the White House and prior experiences during World
War ITI, When the dessert (cake; strawberries; and whipped cream) was passed Ike
avoided all but the strawberries., He looked very f it and spoke out vigorously on

several legislative issues which he hopes the Congress will tackle before adjburnment.

At breakfast (I?ve been handling this job since Betty has been in the hospital

C oy Ny,
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with our third child, Steve) I told our two older boys, Mike and Jack, Dad was having
lunch with President Eisenhower. Jack, the four-year-old, said, "Mamie too?7"

SOCIAL SECURITY BRINGS $1.2 MILLION TO FIFTH DISTRICT MONTHLY

~ According to fhe Department’of Health,uEducétion, and Welfare a growing number
of Kent and Ottawa County re51dents are reteiving benefits from social security. On
December 31 195/ there were 19,54 persons in the two countles who received social
security checks every month totaling slightly more than $1 million. One year later
on December 31,'1955 this jumped t0'$1;228;51h each month with 22,180 persons in the
Fifth District receiving these beneflts. |

At the end of the past year 16 507 retired persons or their widows were
‘receiving benefits because of ags. ,But in addition, 2,525 children were rec;plents'
of funds under the survivor's insurance.brovision of the Social Security law. Likewlse
2,328 widows or widowers, aﬁd 605 motheré were beneficiaries under the survivorshipv
pfovisibn.' Nine out of ten mothers and children in the nation are now assured of
mbnthly'payments:if the insured breadwinner of the famjly passes on.

KEEPING TABS ON WEATHER | |

In a recent discuSSion with Dr.‘Francis W. Reicheiderfér, Chief of the: United
States Weather Service, I learned that Michigan is slated to have by next Spring a
weather radar detection unit which can determlne the prec1sa exlstence and whereabouts
of tornadoes and other inclement weather elements. Although these units are a
relatively new development, Df. Reichelderfer said*that the weather service hopes
eventually to have a complete series of radar detection units across$ the nation. In

answer to a qpbstion I put to him; the Weather Expert assured me that tornadoes in
Michigan have no known relationship to recent thermonuelear explosions,

vxsrréns IN WASHINGTON: From Grand Rapids: Mildred Morgan, Mr. and Mrs. E.

Carpenter, Robert R. WE1ks, Ben C. Toshalls, E. Ross Farra, Mr. and Mrs, Claude N.
Campbell, Dan R. Ferney, and Mr. and Mrs. Frank Fehsenfeld. Kelloggsv1lle: Mr,
Herbert Ritsema, Terry B0wers; Edward DeHaan; Kenneth Poll; Wayne Hall, George Pepper,
and Gus Unseld III. Spring lake: Baltzar Bolling. Lowell: Mr. and Mrs. Peter
Speerstra. Byron Center: Mf. and Mrs. larry Faber. Grandville: Frank W. Clark, Sr.

Holland: Mr. and Mrs., G. Heidema.
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Listening to our Mation's highest military leaders testify behind closed doors
on how guided missiles fit into the national defense‘prégram gives one a.pretty good
idea of just what the military has in mind for the future in this era bursting wifh
scientific miracles.

During the next fiscal year over $5 billion will be spent by the armed forces
on guided missiles, Tpese funds are ample for this vital program of conversion from
conventional weapons because technical and scientifiic problems rather than monetary
expenditures are the bottleneck at present. The central problem in the guided missile
program is not one of flight distance or range but is one of overcoming three major
hurdles. One of these involves guidance and accuracy of the missile; electronics
poses another difficult problem as does that of re-ertrance, cr re—entering the
Earth's atmosphere after leaving it to approach the target area,

Séme estimates of the potential performance for guided missiles is almost beyond
comprehension, It haé been indicated that-these missiles will shortly be able to
approach their targets at speeds up to 16,000 miles per hour, at heights of 300,000
feet, and at ranges of 5,500 miles.

There is no question of the great potential devastating fcrce in guided missiles,
But I can say with complete assurance that our Nation's missile program for all three

“branches of the service is progressing well and is being carefully knit to fit the
mission of each in time of war. More important, however, is the deterrent effect

such weapons have against any future conflict. Guided missiles are.ammunition for

peace.

HIGH SCHOCL VISITORS

Fach year amid the throngs of high school classes which visit Capitol Hill
there may be from ten to fifteen groups from the Fifth District of Michigan. Because
of the great number of such high school classes it is rare that one may distinguish
itself from the rest as was recently the case of one group from the Fifth District.
last week I was extremely proud when the owner of a Vhshiﬁgton gift shop made a
special trip to my office to tell me that this particular senior class made an
excellent impression when visiting his establishment to purchase souvenirs., In
fact, he said that this group was so well behaved, helpful, ard such fine examples of

our Nation's future citizens that he was moved to write his appreciation to the



rrincipal of the school, something he has never done before in the three years in

which he has becen in business.

CONTROLLING NARCOTICS

Mounting congressional concern cver the need fer more effective control of
narcotic drugs is reflected in a bill just passed by the Senate. The purpose of the
bill-is to establish a new chapter in the Federal Criminal Code outlawing the drug
heroin in the,Un%ﬁed States and defining crimes and providing increased penalties for
the smuggling, sale and transpertation of heroin and marihuana in the United States,
inciuding the sale to juveniles.,

The United States:has more narcotics addicts, both in total number and relative
population than any othsr n;tion in thé Western World. At the end of World War II,
addicts were in the ratio of one to lO,QQOkpersons,’ Now the ratio is about one to
every 3,000 persons, or a total of at leasttéc,OOO drug addicts in the United States.

Halting of marcotic smuggling is solelj a federal responsibility. The Senate
Judiciary Committee is chvinced fhat théré is 1ittle hope of stemming the increased
flow of drugs into the country until thé Congress enactsvimproved criminal laws and
proceedings such as.theose this bill provides.

REDUCING THE POSTAL DEFICIT

The House Committee on Post Office and Civil Ssrvice has reported a bill to
increase postal rates, The bill provides for increases on first-class mail from
three o four cents an ounce and on domestic air mail from six cenbts to seven cents
per ounce.  This legislation alsc calls for increases on second-class mail, comprised
mainrly of magazines amd newspapers, over the next five ysars of 3C per cent on the
reading portion and 120 per cent on the advertising portion. Third-class rate
increases on advertising matter, etc, would bring in additional rcvenues totaling
$36,6 million arnually. The bill will increase postal revenues from all three classes
of mail by 432,200,000 annually, a sum which would nearly wipe cut the present annual

postal deficit of #460 million,

>

Passage of the bill, therefore, would practically eliminate the postzl deficit,
now running at the rate of $1,000 per minute, and place postal operabtieons on a more
business-like footing., The main issue in thies legislation is whethcf the postal
deficit should be mel by the taxpayers or whether the load should be carried by those
who use the mail,

PRACTICAL SAFETY?

A special sub-committee of the House Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce

ended hearings last week on a hill which reguires safety closing devices on the doors
of househeld refrigerators shipped in interstate cormerce to prevent deaths by

suffocation,
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of 1956 last week, President Eiseﬁhower recommended that the Congress enact legis-
lation authorizing the expenditure of more than $..6 billion to implement United States
foreign policy and particularly fortify our national defenses. Two thirds, or approxi-
mately $3 billion is for military aid and assistance.

The House Committee on Foreign Affairs dealt a severe blow to the President's
foreign aid program by recommending an authorization of approximately $1.1 billion
less than the Executive request. This cut in military aid was upheld when the House
voted down 192-112 an amendment to restore $600 million of these funds.,

As much as I would prefer to favor a decrease in the amount of foreign aid ex-
penditures I do not believe that present world conditions justify a reduction in
President Eisenhower!'s request; The Secretary of Defense, Mr, Charles E. Wilson,
and Admiral ARthur W. Radford, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, have stated
repeatedly that military‘aid is an essential element in our national defense. And
that should reductions in military and to some extent economic aid be made to our
allies, we would be compelled to substantially increase the personnel and spending
for cur own Army, Navy, and Air Force. For instance, if the Korean forces, which are
supported in large part through American aid, were not available, United States
servicemen would either have to man the entire line or abandon the territory and its
20 million people to the Communists.

Careful study is necessary to determine the direction foreign aid should take
and how much of it is needed for military, economic and technical purposes., For
example, the program in Greece, aside from the military assistance, conforms closely
to the basic objectives. 1In view of its financial problems in maintaining its
military commitments to NATO, United States activities are for developnent and
technical assistance. Greece with our help has become a staunch and steadfast ally
in the anti-communist bléc of nations, By helping such nations now we hasten the day
when they may stand on their own resources.

This is a period when the free nations of the world are tempted to relax and
to hope that Soviet smiles are genuine. It 35 a time when the eyes of the world are
focused on the United States to see how we are reacting. It is important that under

these conditions our -~ - pation make clear its firm attitude toward Soviet Russia



and to assure anti-communist nations, which need assistance in their efforts to
maintain their freedom and independence, of our continued support against the Kremlin.,

FIFTH DISTRICT GRADUATE:

Chief of Police Richard E. Klempel of Grand Haven was one of 98 graduates of
the FBI National Academy who received their diplomas from Attorney General Brownell
on June &th. Chief Klempel had successfully completed the intensive three-month
course of instruction given in Washington and Quantico, Virginia.

He was a member of the 57th class of the National Academy whiqh was established
by the FBI to improve police téchniques throughout the country and to train instructors
who can return to their home communities prepared to teach these techniques.

Each student was required to prepare a notebook on the course, outlining the
instruction he received. I was pleased to learn that Chief Klempel from the Fifth
District produced one of the outstanding notebooks of the 57th class and was per-
sonally complimeﬁfed on it by Director J. Edgar Hoover,

HOUSE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Between January 3rd and May 31st fhc House of Representatives met 79 times for
24,5 hours and 16 minutes, During this time debate and speeches filled 3,052 pages
of the MCongressional Record." Measures, which include bills and resolutions, intro-
duced toctalled A;119 for this period and there were 25 quorum calls and 31 roll call
votes. Your Congressman has a 100 per cent batting average--in other words, present
on all occasions,

-NCMINATING PETITIONS

last Friday, June 8th, T mailed to the Secretary of State at Lansing the
"nominating petitions for the August 7th primary election. The deadline for filing
is June 19th which gives them plenty of time to arrive in Iansing and be properly
handled. This is the fifth time it has been my privilege to seek the Republican
nomination as Representative in Congress from the Fifth District. I am very grateful
to all those who have made it possible for me to serve in the House of Representatives.
VISITORS
From Grand Haven, lMrs. Russell H. Powers, Anne Ronda, Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Klempel. From Hglland, John Fonger and lary K. MclLean. From Grand Rapids, Mrs.
Audley F. Hewitt, ¥r. and Mrs, Jerry Pryweller, Mr, and Mrs. Foster Wilt, ¥r. and
Hrs, E. M, Corway, Dr. and Mrs. N. L. Avery and Toby, and Harecld Clare. From Sand Ilake,

Reverend John W. Frye.
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One important piece of legislation passing the Hpouse of Representatives last
week involved an attack on water pollution. The purpose of this bill, known as
the Water Pollution Control Act, is to continue and improve cooperative programs now
carried on by the Public Health Service with state and interstate water pollution
control agencies. The program was enagted originally in the 8ch Congress.,

Provision is made in the bill for‘incyeaéeq technical aséistance to states on
new and complex problems and to broaden resear;h programs for determining the effects
of pollution on public health. The bill a%so‘éalls for development of better and more
economical methods of waste treatment andAingreased aésistance through federal grants-
‘in-aid., ‘e |

Under one section of the bill as approved by the House $500 million is authorized
for allotment over a l0-year period to statés, municipalities, and interstate agencies
to assist in the construction of sewage treatment plants. The Senate version, passed
on July 17, 1955, doesn't include this provision. The federal share of the expense
for these local projectszwould be allocated to the states by the Surgeon General on the
basis of population, extent of the pollution problem and the local financial needs.

This particular section raised some controversy during debate but was retainsd

by a vote of 213 to 165 with your Congressman in opposition. Many cities of Kent and
Ottawa Counties have already met water pollution and sewage problems as a purely local
obligation with their own funds. There is no provision in the bill to reimburse those

comrunities which have gone ahead and constructed their own plants without federal
assistance., In addition, opponents of this section argue that it opens up an entirely
new federal activity with the bill providing for the expenditure of half a billion
dollars. It seems that once this initial appropriation is made and some mmicipalities
receive ald, greater demands will be forthcoming on the federal treasury to extend

this preogram., With these thoughts in mind T did not believe that this controversial
section would benefit the taxpayers or cities of the Fifth District. On final passage

] I supperted the bill although I disapproved of the one provision., Ferhaps in conference

the Senate version will prevail.

IICHTGAN INTEREST IN WASHINGTON

As a result of scasonal unemployment rroblems confronting Michigan's automotive

industry, Representative Louis C, Rabaut and I were selected as a bi-partisan committee



on behalf of the 18-Member House delegation from Michigan to contmat the Department

of Defense and emphasize the neéessity for immediate action to bolster our State's
economic conditions., On June 13th Rep. Rabaut and I drove to the Pentagon where we
were assured by the Assistant Secretary of Defense, Thomas P, Pike, that his Department
is acutely aware of these problems besetting Michigan industry. He informed us that
the Army, Navy, and Air Fprce procurement éffices have been alerted to aid and assist
Michigan industry and labor in seeking defense contracts. All’told, within a three-
month periqd starting 30 days ago approximately $100 million in new military procurement
orders will be in Michigan factories. |

STRONGER ANTI-TRUST LAW

The House of Representatives passéd a bill to strengthen our Nation®s anti-trust
law last week by a the of 393 - 3, According to the sponsor of H. R. llA(H. R. 1840)
tho original intent of anti-trust legisiation was to provide equal opportunity to
small merchants and independent businessmen by pfohibiting larger concerns from getting
preferential discounts, secret rebates and under-the—counter deals discriminatory to
the hometown merchants. The bill just passed is intended to guarantee to the retailer
purchasing goods for resale the same priée from the supplier that this supplier grants
to his compet itors under similar terns.ahd conditions. After questioning the sponsor
of this bill during the debate I was assured that it would in no way effect present
delivered pricing or freiéht absorptiéﬁ fates on goods shipped by distant suppliers

to manufacturers and fabricators in the Fifth District of Michigan.

HELPING SERVICE DEPENDENTS

Children of armed forces personnelrwho died in the line of duty during World War
IT or the Korean conflict will soon be able to rgceive federal help toward a college
education from the provisions of a bill approved ky the Congress last week. ™ Known as
the "War OrphansY Educational Assistance Act of 1956" it will entitle eligible persons
to financial assistance while attending college for periods of up to 36 months.

FOR DISTRIBUTION

I have 100 copies of a booklet titled ""Thé,Prayer Room in the United States
Capitol® which I will be happy to distribute on a "first-come-first~servel basis. This
booklet does an excellent job of describing this quiet place set aside in the Capitol
for meditation by Members of Congress.

VISITORS

From Grand Rapids: Mike Mortgelas, Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Strauss, Mr. and Mrs,

Harry Sagendorf and children, Ruth, Mary, and Tom; Wr. and Mrs, Pete C. Duyst, Mr.

and Mrs. Norman H. MacMillan and children, Douglass and Norma Jean; Jane Albee,

Madeline and Mr. and Mrs., Peter Rocrsma.
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Congressman

JERRY FORD

June 28, 1956

After being bottled up in the Rules Committee since July, 1955, the much-discussed
and controversial school construction bill is set for debate on the floor of the House
of Representatives. This resulted last week when the committee on Rules voted 8 to 3

i,

to report. the bill for House consideration.
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For the most part, Congress is acutely aware of the pressing need for school con-

struction throughout the cougtry./ Two bills have been wrltten each with a dlfferent
plan for spending federal funds to attack this problem. Ope‘R}an, as tepreseeted"by
the Kelley Bill, or the school bill reported by the Committee;pn Education and Labor,
calls for distribution of federal fupgerto the states on thevbasis of school populetion
alone. It fixes at $11.30 per pupil the estimated amount to be allocated each state;
annually during the next four years by the Treasury. The states and/orVeommunities'
would then match this figure to help finance local school construction.iTThe othet plan,
as sponsored by President Eisenhower and the Department of Health, Education andiWel-
fare, uses need and demonstrated effort of the locality as the essential ingredients
far the school financing formula. This formula attempts to truly equalize educational
;opportunities throughout the nation so that many below-par andxpoqter.distttets would
receive greater help. It would appear that if we are to have feeeral aid to advante
school construction, federal funds should be used exclusively to help communitteeuthat

have conscientiously tried to solve their problem but are financially unable to do so.

PROSPERITY IN FURNITURE

.The June issue of the monthly review of the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago{ eqtitled
"Business Conditions" pointed out some interesting facts about the furniture iedpetry.
The article stated that with 1955 retail furniture sales breaking all records,ktﬁe
furniture industry is one of the strongholds of small business in America. ‘At ?reeent
rates retail sales are ranging around §3.5 billion per year, and the iedustty‘qﬁfa
national basis employs directly about 230,000 persons. Yet only a heqdfg}_ofvfurniture
manufacturing‘fttgs have an annual sales volume in excess of $l0 million,;or employment
running in the tpqusands. Figures show that in March of 1955, furniture stete sales
emqqqted to;approx%mate}y $340 mi;%iqp. .Ihis sales figure jumpeékto $380 miiiion for
the same month in 1956 a 12 percentkincrease this year. The Gtend ﬁepids area, ’1nclud1ng

Holland and Zeeland, is acclalmed as the "Paris of Furnlture“ by the article whlch

o
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attributes this title to the careful skills the Dutch craftsmen have combined with top
designing talents.

CHANGING POPULATION AND NEW NEEDS

Our population is aging with each successive decade. Comparisons show that in 1900
fifty-four percent of our population was less than 20 years old; today this age group
represents only 36 percent of the toqa;gﬁ.lp@thgﬁgge bracket from 20 to 44 years of age

nf?89r3§kind193t§‘§g§$¢}i“e;§59$,3BAP¢IC§P§hag¥Fh?ﬂ§“§9ﬁ9£~the century .to 3§-percent now;

&hwhile fol}s from 45 to. 64 ngé‘égtglézovpercent of the population compared to 14 percent

.in 19OO£¢LIh§ group 0V9§%§§J§§r¥thgnsame two comparative periods has jumped from 4 per-
cent to 9 percent.

Problqujfacipg'elder}y‘git;zeng have also increased over the past 50 years. One
impp;;aqgkgggggt gf this pé%blgm is that of adequate housing for the aged. Recently
mugh‘ﬁnggges;mggg.generated in the Fifth District over the Housing Act of 19§§,$yhigh
will be considered by the Congress. shortly,, and which contains an important ;ﬁa‘éesirable
,provisionfconcerningyhousing:fbr_glggr~folks,.aThis'feg;pge;prpvides for loans to non-
profit corporations for the construction of housing for the aged at an interest rate
not :to exceed 3% percent per year for a term.ngCQQSO.years.,

_..t:POSTAGE DUE - : e

With the Post Office Depar tment dipping furthg;;into¢the red by .about $1 million
every. 24 hourﬁ,‘and,w;gb tﬁe’g;pying postal deficit édding$§§¢b;;lion to the national
debt sinceg19455”i§,wgygd seem that the time has come todmeet_;gig prob1emjﬁ;ad”oﬁ.<
Postmaster General. Arthur E. Summerfield in a .sweeping p;pgraé;;ovétreamline‘many postal
operations and place his Department on a businesslike op§ra;ing basis, asked.the Congress
for legislation to hike postal rates. His request won qh@ éupfort of two former
Democrat Postmaster qusgglg, Jim Farley angbqgsse]Dgnqkdsoanwas approved after six
weeks of hearings by the House Committee on Post Office and giyil;SQrvice, has been
cleared by the Committee on Ruleé, and now on;y"awai;slgcgiéﬁf;ﬁVtﬁé floor. However,
this bill has beén‘ranblocked through thg,arb}prg;y exe;céée.of power by Rep. Johp W.
McCormack, House Majority leader, who refyses to schedule it for House coﬁs;dgr#t;on,

It is difficult to justify this.ﬁecigipn;bxgthe,pgmgcra;tleadershig Qpﬁaqgﬁgtﬁe:_qhan
political grounds becausgaghis,legislatioqwis ngcegga;x;§94 desipgb1e for the sound ..
operation of the postal service. If thig:bill;%gspo; fgsgéd theffﬁblic as gagpayers
must continue to subsidize the heavy users. of Eheﬁqutalkgervice. N
VISITORS from Holland included Mr. qnngnsjaJohn:Vande; Vliet and children, SueAnn
Dave and Dan; Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Brouwer andﬁququhildgen; Mr. andﬁ%;s. Gerrit: Ver
" Burg and family. Mr. and Mrs. Adrian DePrea;;qu}gpé. Mr. and Mrs. E. Paul Babgock.
and chil:dren, Mary and Qa:ha;g{ngand:Q@gen{ﬁgMggggy&4Wm;%seidmap,ﬁAda.f'Mr. and Mrs.

Harold Krumm; C. Bylenga and L. Rahilly from Grand Rapids.
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