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This is your congre ssmem, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's capital,

About 30 million Americans now look to private pensions for economicgg security
in their older years. There are 3&,060 private pension plans operating in the
United States, controlling assets of $1L0 billion--the largest amomnt of virtually
unregulated capital in the country,

But de gpite these impressive statistics, ylE privats pensions have not
lived up to tleir promisepy. @l In all too many cases, the pension promise shrinks to
this: If you remain® in good health, @@ and if you stay with the same company until
you are 65 years old, and if the company is still in business, and if your department
has not been abolished, and if you haven't been laid off for too long a period, and
if there is enough money in the fund, and if Bhat money has been prudently managed,

oo then you will get a pension, which may or may not be adequate for your needs,
Pension reform will be one of my major legislative efforts during the 93rd
2 7 prolil onty poomias, ol - by

the Congre ss works on pension plans, - a Labor Department regulation which
requires the disclosure of full information on what existing pension plens do is
scheduled to go into effect on July 31, The administrators of the pension plans must
mgke this information availeble by the July date, Every worker can get this information
in nbtieces which ars : supposed to be posted on company bulletin boards and in &
company newsletters., In addition, the individial worker can receive this information
on reque sti,

The "description form" that must be made available is supposed to tell esach

employee in simple language what he has to do to be eligible for pension benefits,

-

It is dso supposed to tell him the amount of money being put into the fund b @xﬁﬁﬂ.’wg
\
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employer, how benefits and contributions are computed, how long anf} empla e must

f
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work for basic and full rights, what the disability benefits are, what happrens to
benefits in case of a merg#r the sals of the company, and how claims can bg filed,
If an employee writes the pension plan headquarters for a copy of the form,
the employer must notify the employee that a copy will be delivered within 30 days.
As the Congress works to improve private pension plan gystems, this full-dis-
closure regula tion should go a long way toward clearﬁng up the mystery that surrounds
some planse

. LS

P7UAL NN
Now let me turn to an entirely different subject--the current Skylab W
OEEERIRT=EEy,
With our astronants actually living in a laboratory il out in spsce,
the United States has enteded into a new era of sgpace exploration, What you may not
know is that Michigan will play a major part in the success of the Skylsb mission,
The Skylsb project includes as one of its major functions the use of $37 million
ﬁ
worth of scientific cameras and sensors SEEEdesigned to study earth resources from
our orbiting laoratory in space. The Environmental Research Institute of Michigan
ak (Ll P,
will play a major role in analyzing and interppeting the data @NEJathered with
Skylabbs scientific instruments,
=
Skyvlab is the size of a 10-story high building, It provides @ spacious
accommodations in which the astronauts are conducting their experiments, TFor the
A
first time in manned space flight, ‘NN ostronsuts have pdequate facilities :
to conduct int.gnsive scientific tests, Thelr experiments should provide solid evidencs
of the usefulness=-or lack of usefulness--of space flight, in solving the scientific
problems of the earth.

The Environmental Research Institute of Michigan will be condweging seven earth

resource projects with Skylab data, These involve detectors of oil pollution in the

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reportizﬁ #;o you from the nation's capitgle

oceans, the mapping of mineral deposits, and the sarogsol content of the atmobpmre. ’
I'11 be back next week--same time, same stationfii##rith _j/

—
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e
This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, talking to you from the nation's capital,

The 200th birthday of our nation is less than four years away. Unless we ‘wigie

-~
acbm clsan up our enviratnti it will be celebrated in a growing clutter
ST

of litter, We will be unable to put our best foot forward in 1976 if the path is
. e

strewn with debris,

R

The need for a cleanup is great, since no part of nature is exempted from the
[N

Y
pervesive influence of pollution, The el byproduets of industry, wastes from

our homes, industrial chemicals, noxious gases and burned crankcass o0il from auto=-

mobiles help to comprise this dangerous momolith, The solutions to many of these

RS
problems NN arey very complex and expensive, The individual @ citizen

often feel s incapable of doing anything to help alleviate these problems,
There is, how@ver, one form of pollution which is a direct result of actions by
individnals and, therefore, can be eliminated by individuals, I refer to land pollution

caused by careless littering.

Litter is a national disgrace., It dots our landscape and spreads over it lik
» a na sg s pe p (2

an uncontrollable form of cancer, ILitter is caused by careless people, and it can be
T R S E—" [Soem————

cleaned up by psople who cg.
EE———

It is heartening to note that people from all across the nation are rallying to
R

a nationwide cleanup project called Johnny Horizon '76I @ 2 project of the U.S.

Interior Department. In the words of Interior Secre Rogers Morton, "“Jo

[ ———— P tary g Ty hhw

Horizon '76 stands for action, He represents and spesks for each and every concerned
’

’

citizen who wants to do something about making America a better place in which to
—_— S — O

live,"

The Johnny Horizon Program was established by an act of Congress in Seﬁgﬁber | a\
e ;'
; f

of 1970 and signed into law by President Nixon., The slogan is: "let's Cleaha'Up /



America for our 200th Birthdﬂ."

The task before us iz staggering, Last year, Americans bought 60 million tons
e
of packeging and threw away 54 million tons. This amount is going up by six perg cent
- =

each eai; “s0 it is predicted thst by 1976 each person in America wiil use 660 pounds
year, P y pe D

of packaging in one year, All too often, proper di sposal is not utilized and the
b e T e

08
waste is thrown on the g round or into a river, Cleanup of this litter % an
P E——

astounding $500 million a year, and the cost is rising.
T i IR IR s

Thus we are buying packaging and then we are paying to clean it up., In asrosol
s s =] e

cans, for instance, 16 per cent of the product cost is for the contsiner. In baby
R P —

food, 36 per cent of the cost is for the jar, Returnable bottles mlP made an average
g S e

of 31 trips between user and manufacturergl 20 years ago, and now the average is down
o = e

to 19, Much of what we regard as garbage can and should be recycled instead of throwm
_— P = T

into the environment,

The Johnny Horizon Program is an effort to explain tthe problems of pollution
(TR e IO L R A

and what each of us can do to help in the fight sgainst pollution, More than 1,500
S S — ET—

organizations across the country have taken it upon themselves to join in this
wrthwhile project.s They include chambers of commerce, schools, churches, youth
R, T CE— —

groups,msmmms conservation, civic and commercial organizstions. In addition, the

American Revolution Bicentennial Commission has of ficial 1y recognized this program
g

as part of its activities leading up to 1976.
R

Johnny Horizon '76 is a program ingsil which both young and old can participate.
e e e S [

For the yBung, brochures, posters, litter bags and recorded instructions are availabls
in a way which appeals to children, For adults, different types of anti-pollution
campaign packets have been prepared with emphasis on how to conduct cleanup campaigns

in every community. Information can be obtained by wrising the Johnny Horizon Program
Coordinator, U.S. Department of Inberior, Washingtonj D.C, 202L0. :

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's capital.
I'11 be back with you next week--same time, same station.## '
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's eapital,
E—— S — e Emmm————

This week I wounld like to touch on a variety of topics in this ;radio report.

First off, let me teil you howslll® pleased I am that the President has announced
—— e

a 60-day freeze on wholesale and retsll prices, with the freeze tobe followed by
oy — -_—

an effective aystem.of price controls,
TS gEm—— T g

-~
There is no question that am the Administration made a bad mistske in going to
[ese=rsy SE— G

loose voluntary controls last January--the so-ca#lled Phase IIT system. FPhase III,
_ gEE——— g -_— E——

AT lainly 1 . Anao -
ain was a J/)\-’1 3
I'}'p", }

—
Now @ we are back to a freeze, which gives us a good chance to get a real handle

— -

on the inflation problem again, You may be sure I will do everything I can to help in
—— - SR G - @ g

the fight against inflation,

Another topic I would like to focus on todasy is tax reform. As you may know, the
- .

(‘\
House ¥y Weys and Means Committee has conducted a number of hearings on tax reform and
— CEETEE

the Administration has submitted its tax reform proposals to the committee, Something

I have discovered, through my mail, is that notax all of my constituents realize I
T P— P

have sponsored a tax reform proposal which would give a tax credit to parenmts for part
oEm— g (S

—
of the tuition paid to gend their children toy nonpublic nonprofit elementary s and
D i

secondary schools, My bill has the support of Ways and Means Chairman Wilbur Mills--and
TEE— e— emEEETEe- eSS

g
Mr, Mills recently sald that "undoubtedly"” my tex mslerwmessms credits proposal will be

included in the big tax reform bill to be prepared by his committee. Speaking of the

f‘\
tax credit for nonpuplic school education bill, 4@ Chairman Mills said: "I'm definitely

[ e )

committed to iti the President's committed to it; and I think many of us in the Congress
- P ]

There are many other tax reform proposals under consideration as well, %ouse&‘
Dswmm e |

D3
&

\

=
>
= |

<
*

\

.



-2 -

T iy
One of these, which I support most strongly, would provide ‘ewesmwism taxpayers 65
i amT————— PN

and older with a Federal tax credit for local property tax psyments in excees of 5
E—— == s ] T e SE—

per cent of their income--up to a maximum of $500.
S—— am—

In addition, one of the major features of the Administration's bill is aimed at
G

preventing the wealthy fromy avoiding the payment of Federaldl@® income taxes. This
g [ o

proposal would wipe out tax shelters and produce about $800 million in extra revenues
P e e PSR —

during its first year of operation. It would affect about 130,000 taxpsayers.
TR

The outlook for enacting these and other reform measures still remains uncertain,
T [ e Y

As with every plece of major legislation, there are differing points of view which

must be re solved before any significant action is taken, I, for one, am going to
-—— - TR gEpmeoTes | SESESESS g -

continue to pre ss for these tax reform measures and will urge my colleagues to do the

same o
—

I would like now to voice some thoughts about the meetings about to tske place
’t

between President Nixon and Sovist leader Brezhnev.
-— PR

I am most lopeful that these metings will provide a sound foundation for
-_—  gEm— T

improved relations between the United Statesmm and the Soviet Unionw for years to come,

It is possible that the Nixon-Brezhnev meetings will pave the way for a second
[ ____sammmen o ]

SALT Agreement reducing the danger of nuclear warfare, a new trade relationship which
w

i

will be beneficial to both the U.S, and the U.S.S.R., a European Security Treaty which

)

will result in a mutual reduction of forces, the elimination of mutusl irritants, an

Il

P
easing of ¥ tensions, and a new era of space cooperation,
_-ua!!!—d! T —— T

If these meetings are as successful as they might be, we could emsrge with real
———— a—— -—

e
prospects for wmews a generation of peace.
e e T e e

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's
— — '

espital, 1'11 be talking with you again next week--same time, same station,
a——— -— e \\

it
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's capitel,

I would like to comment todsy on ¥ topics=-the Nixon-Brezhnev summit

and

t.alksA tax credits for parents sending their children to nonprofit nonpublic elementary

and secondary schoolm -

As I look back upon the Nixon-Brezhnev summit meetings, I feel a great satisfaction,
These meetings at the summit produced a number of significant steps towsrd world pesce.
The fruits of the Nixon-Brezhnev conference constitute historic advances toward peace
for all mankind,

Iet us consider what was achievad; at the summit,

The United States and the Soviet Union formally agreed to consult each other
whenever there is a risk of nucleary® war and to refrain from any threat or use of force
thet muld'g peopardize world peace, Furthermors, in this "Agreement on the Prevention
of Nuclegr War," the two nations joined in an alliance against nuclear confrontation,
pledging that they would work together to maintain world peace and to avoid serious
internstional confrontations,

President Nixon and Soviet leader Brezhnev also signed a Declaration of the
Seven Prineiples, which promises to pave the way for a second Strategic Arms Limitation

—
Agreement, @ These guldelines are similar to the joint U.S.-Soviet pronmouncement
in May 1971 which broke the impasse in the stalled SALT I negotiations, )

The Seven Principles Agreement commits the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. to conclude a
treaty limiting offensive nuclear weapons by 197h; pledges both nations to a permanent
limitation on strategic nuclear weapons; and broadens SALT II talks to include

"qualitative improvements" in ; offensive nuclear weapons., It commits both sides not

only to ¥ the limiting of such weapons but to an actual reduction of strategic weapons.
.‘,‘ . t s 2

f < N
5\

al

Mr, Nixon and Mr. Brezhnev also signed an agreement calling for increabﬁ_d |

N
™

dyyn



cooperation in developing peaceful uses of atomic emergy=--the first such practical
sgreement : between the U.S. and the Soviet Union on a working level, Both sides
are seeking a breakthrough that might result in the development of a nuclear reactor
producing pollution-fres electrical energy.

As the summit meetings conelluded, Mr, Brezhnev invited Mr, Nixon to visit Moscow
next year and Mr, Nixon accepted, That 1974 summit might well be the occasion for
the signing of a broad treaty limiting offensive nuclear weapons, Just as the 1972
MpEifrgems sumit in Moscow saw the signing of':the treaty limiting defensive nuclear
weapons.

There is no question but that the summit meetings recently concluded havew
strengthensed peaceful relations between Washington and Moscow and have been most
fruitful and productive. As we continue to build on this foundation, we can look
Ssvemizkss forwadd to peace not oniy for this generation but beyond.

Turning now to another topic, we find that the Supreme Court i last week

stfuck down the use of tax credits in New York and Pennsylvanis to assist parents

who send their children to nonpﬁ'oﬁt nonpubl ic elementary and sscondary schooﬁs.
\ It would seem to rule out Federal income tax credits for such purposes, >

p RS ———

I consider this decision most unfortuhata* and ungahmiew, parents whose

children attend nonpublic schools u; deserve a tax break because they carry a
double burden. They pay public school taxes as well as the tultion necessary to
keep nonpublic schools operating, I also believe it is healthy for the country to
keep our nonpublic schools in operation as competition for the public school system,

But the facts are that many of our nonpublic schools are being forced to shut down for

—

financial re ssons, So #greteemcrswsens I believe the Supreme Cowrt decision on tax

credits for parents d/ nonpublic schogl pupils to be most regrettable,

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's capital,
I'11 be back with you again next week--same time, same station.##i#
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's capital,
——

W o

I am deeply concerned about the possibility of food shortages due to the current
e CEE— — EEE——

price freeze. The stories about the killing of baby chicks because it is unprofitable
S oEm— S

——

for poultry producers to rsise chickens sbsolutely shockinge Ths sooner weummss
g— = [ S

move fromge the freeze into Phase IV price controls the better. m
—

eectrfhe Adninistration 9(11 be ready to get into Phase IV w

S

The poultry producers, the livestock raisers, the fruit and vegetable farmers, the

=
g -
canners and the grocers have all told the @SR Cost of Living Council the same
== = S Y S

storye, The freeze has put them in a squeeze betwsen rising costs and the prices
S W—— —-_— — — s

they are able to charge. As a result, i they can't afford to produce certain items
T g S E— e

or stock them on their grocery shelves, Consequently, they say, shortages will soon
P S e ) —

develop if relief from the freeze in the form of a cost pass-through is not granted,
I s

Emr—e—

The Administratiop also is caught in a squeeze. Any abrupt easing of the freeze

4 e TR, ga—— e

will cause 2z new bulge in consumer food prices,
e e e )

Next week the ® U.S. House of Repre sntatives is going to be considering a farm

Hwa W
bill which is aimed at assuring SR plentiful food for consumers, It would put a
M

floor under farm prices and would be effective for the next five crop years,
T e SRR,

The bill the House Agriculture Committee is sending to the House floor is
E———

———
similar to SR = bill slready passed by the Senate,

E——— eEgEEE» zwmm_—— 2 Sesaa——

Known as the Agriculture and Censumer Protection Act, the fam bill has a target
P e T e S=sree—mu

price concepte It would set a floor on prices for each crop, If the farmer can get
— B R e e s

~
that price, or dek a higher one, in the open market, the govermnment will pay him ®
e [—s e i

nothing, If the farmer can't @ obtain a price equal to the target price, he can

# TR
‘ 0/ ;.\
still sell his erop in the open market but the govemment then will pay hipl.the </7,:“‘
ST e Preal e ‘:c)
e b



fli.ff;rence between what he received and the target price.

-

Under the current farm program, the government pays producers of basic crops
A p——

whether the free market prices are high or low,

'

Farmers want to earn their money in the marketplace whensver they can., Jmmimsshec
P SUE—

Since food supplies are vital and because farmers have le sy control over what they »mmx
N e

receive for their products and what they must pay for their supr:lies than almost any

P = oE——
e W frnmaes
other business, they de ssrve a floor against disster. And thés will also assure

adequate food supplies for consumers,
F EEESEEESE—

There is a difference between the House and Senate bills as to what the target
—

uneE—

farm prices should bes And the Administration feels that the target prices in both

the House and Sanate bills are too hi&

—

Whatever the final target prices are, they will have to be tied to farm production

==

costs, If the costs of operating a farm go up or down, the target prices should be
G = ————

increased br deceeased. This is only fair,
amm— g RT— .

Another change in the new farm bill is that payments to a producer cannot exceed

$20,000, At present, there is a limit of $55,000 per comodity#f‘% Mw {
—

The current wheat certificate program will be ended--as will the proce ssor's

T

tax, sometimes referred to ss "the bread tax." ’rﬁd M% U Msiwits T MH :

The milk program would be supported at 80 per cent of parity. The sale of grain
P \

4

gbroad under the Public Law ;80 program--the Food for Peace Program--would be

o

continued,
e

This new farm program is important to all Americans, Everyone is a consumer of

good, Beyond that, about one-fourth of all jobs# in private employment are related

T E— e

to sgriculture. About Lz million people are employed in sgriculture, almost as man
ag peop. P Loy &g 9 8 Yy

as in the transportation, steel and automobide industries combined,
P e ———

This is your congressman, J erry Ford, reporting to you from the nation '\s capitade

I'11 be badk next week--same bims, same station.###### pon
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's capital.,
’ E— SEETE——

It is a measure of how far America and the rest of the world have travelled toward

P ey ey T
=
peace that the public is more concerned today about #B tearing down tax shelters than
P e e e mm— e ) [ S GEEEEENES

it is about building fallout shelters,
== wE——— (EE—

We have been using the slogan, "A generation of pesace.," Before we fall into
v

the habit of accppting it just =as a slogam, let's look at some of the thingsis that
e ——

have happened in this world in jyi#® the last t wo years,
T S ———

Not only has America entered into productive talks with Russia and the People's
e S s

Republic of Chinay but the pursult of peace has taken hold throughout the worlde
W

North Korea is talking with South Korea, China is talking to Japan, Pakistan is
S ——— —_— —— )

taltking to India. East Germany is talking to West Germany., North Vietnam and South
G ge— == s =~

Vietnamy despite some problems remaining to be resolved, are talking to imeach other.

avEe- e
R

The war in Vietnam has been endsd and our American combat forces have come home,
SR o

Home, too, are oufvAmerican POWs, Their heads are held high, and they are on their

-_— T T — ——— E— e

feet--not on their dmmmmims knees, P For the first time in a generation, no young
MEE——

—",—‘_ — —— g . . —

Americans are being drafted to serve in the armed forces of gour country.
e fe— e — [oemm=ca —od

A
Because of the sgreements besached between the B United States snd the Soviet
— f'e ==g [=ssansiasy

Union, our two nations are engaged in the far more productive pursuit of rattling
—_—— [ e

plowshares instead of rockets. SIS Our talks with Russia are easing tensions,
T, P

and the ¥R direct talks betwsen our two nations are centering on trade, We may well
- e s

be headed toward a mutual reduction of forces=-although let me say at this point that

it would be a terrible mistake for the United States to reduce its forces in Europe

P e SEmm——— SETE—
uw If & we did that, what would there be to negotiate?
—— - = T e R

A new spirit of conciliation has replaced the old enmities which prevented -
e e e — /’Q/. F0R™
/. - &

~,
o

N

-

Loy @\
degente, This is why I am hopeful aumEEEese& zbout a mutual reduction of forces, I/
T =)

T e e 5



Never before have the chances been so good for our children and grandchildren to
g P T

live in a peaceful world, The symbolic Doomsdgy Clock which had been ticking forward
is being
with each straining of world tensions now turned backe

Fouprteen years ago a Soviet leader talking about "burying” the United States.
ST e e ) — —

It is good that now we are talking about burying our differences,
p— — —

There are of course many other problems facing the United States at this juncture

in our history. We have the JEl® horror of Watergate, which is bging exposed in

cident andyg all of its

the Senate Ervin' Committee hearings, I am appalled by
e [ = oo vaas

T

ramifications, But with the Senate Committee operating, and a specigl prosscutor
et At e "

func'l;i.onigﬁI and a grand jury functioning, I feel sure the entire truth will come out
M ——— S

and 3 that all of the guilty will be brought to justice.
= e e—— e L

We must also at this polht be very concermed about our economy. B£s I view it,
e ==

the eponomy currently is slowing down and will@® continue to slow down but without a
e RS [Sormasiaasy [ amnes e o

rece ssion, This is a healthy development, It will tend to hold
e [ N

prices with or
without # Fhase IVe At the same time, unemployment is going down.
* ﬁ

But we must move to Phase IV of price controls as quickly as poscible because the

—_—_—_—
A
present price freeze ic eussiglliimgs producing difficul ties#y throughout I the food
T [ s oot .

industry. The freeze is nothing to cheer about when it causes Crown Packing Company,
E—— P A S

Michiga's second largest meat packer, to shut down and @ brings w® a warning from

S EE——— cammmem—y
Frederick & Herrud, the largest meat packer in the state, that theysmm might have to
——— S — : “

do ¥ the same, You cannot expect the meat packers # or anyore else connected with the
faa e s i I e

food industry to supply the public with food at.prices that mean a loss instead of a
., e

“ prof 1ts
fesmae oY

This is your eangressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's
N

capitdle I'll be talking with you again next week--same time, same station,

HHA#
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's capital.
L’ e e [ R e

During the last month, Treasury Secretary Shultz, the chairman of the Cost of

Living Council, other members of the Council and senior staff officials of the Cost

of Living Council have been consulting with consumers, busine ssmen, farmers,
o P e —

Congressional leadsrs, and government of ficiais in 48 1@ pats of the country. On the
e e R

== e

basis of all thosemmmconsultations, the Cogt of Living Council has put together the
E— L E

Phase IV price control program announced last Wednesday,
M

In my view, the Phase IV progrsm is the best that could be devised to meset the
[ e

[

present situation as regards inflation and the economy,.
= =) EEsm———— e s

Although the freeze was keeping prices stable at cretail levels, it was causing

L

busine s shutdowns and unemployment and creating shortages in the food industry,
e, S—— s

Among the problems created by the freeze were situations where the cost of

proce ssing or distributing food products was above the freeze price. It is exactly
S —— el s e T———e

this which forced Crown Packing Co,, the sscond largest meat packer in Michigan, to

shut down dmsshslwiges on July L and mSEmearly closed down Frederick & Herrud, which
e W S WS O T T

operatesp plants in Grand Rapids, Detroit and Wilmington, N.C. The freeze also caused
L e e —----b e

—
fresh fruit and vegetable farmers tof incur losses because low market prices had
CEmE SR e T T N T NI mTmEm—— S e e

prevailed during the base period or the freeze prices were based on last year's crop.
REEEsTRES e GEE— T e e

So now price ceilings have been 1lifted on all agricultural products except besef
e, S ARSI SR

in order to permit a pass-through of raw agricultural product cost increases incurred
W R s e G R S RS

gince June 8 by proce s<ors, distributors and retailers on a dollar-for-dollar basis,
_—-—" Ems——— S

Ceilings on beef prices will continue until September 12, On Sept, 12, the%price
E— [ e e

ceidingmg will end and there will be a pass-through of other cost increases on a

T [

ddllar-for-dollar basis, This second stage of the food controls program will,gfqeq’gbbg
- R S 3 ' &

@Y

food sector under control rules similar to the rules for the industrial serv;jgle, retaﬁj.’f
i o

g ~
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and wholesale sectors of the economy.

Except for foods, the freeze on prices will remain in effect until August®# 12,
o

. S
However, modifications of the freeze rules will be made to mmislme relieve its most
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gerious imequities,
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The fundamental pricing rule of Phase IV is that prices asre permitted to rise
N

as much as costs rise, in dollars per unit of output, without any profit margin on
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Yhe additionsl costse.
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Large firms--those with annual sales in excess of $100 million--will be required
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to notify the Cost of Living Council of intended price increases and may not put them

into effect for 30 dgs. During that period, the Council may deny or suspend the
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proposed increa
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These are tough rules--in some respects tough#ér than during Phase II. But the
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inflationary situation today is in gys more difficult than during Phase II,
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Nowhere have the difficulties created by price controls been made more apparent
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than in the case of food, Since the ceilings were placed on meat prices on March 29,

and especially since the freeze was imposed on June 13, food has given the clearest
[

evidence of the harm that controls do to suprlies. We have read of baby chicks being
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drowned and pregnant sows and cows,§ bearing next year's food, being slaughtersffd--and
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packing plants clossd down,
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Special attention is being given in the post-freeze period to stabilizing the cost
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of food, But the real key to curbing food prices lies —_ in increasing sammx
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supp‘l&maI not in price controls. There ism Do way, with or without controls, to prevemt
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a substantial rise in food msisismmgm prices., However, by 197k we should be able to
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achisve Wi a much more moderate rate of inflation. By that time, the good fgga' &ﬁapg
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in prospect for this year should have produced a much larger supply of food.~

This is congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's'gapita
I'11 be back ﬁyuu again next wwek--same time, same station.fFi#fFf u
i e =y el
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£ This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's capitsi.

The "Battle of the Budget™ between the President and the Democratic-congrolled ..
Congre ss continues, The spending merchants in Congre ss still ssem to have the upper
hand, although Presidential vetoes have been upheld on the big spending bills,

The battle of the budget is being waged in tkm congre ssional committees and en
the floor of tho House and Senate, This year it is being waged with a special kind
of grimmegskm becau s the Administration and its supporters realize it'sxg a case of
"now or never" if ws are to get a handle on Federal spending,

One of the most fisally irresponsible pieces of legislation pas-ed by the House
this session is the Health, Education and Welfare Department appropriation bill, It
would increase funding for HEW m and the Labor Department by $1.,9 billion over last
year. I oppoced this measurs, I voted again=t it after a move by House Republicans
to cut $632 million from the bill failed, I camnot understand how anyone ®Exm in the
Congre ss can vote for sharp increa-es in Federal x spending at the ;ame time that
prices are rising and the doliar is being devalueds Until we Xzxwx learn to live
within a budget, we are going to continue to increase our national debt, and the
problems of inflation and devaluation will continus,

Dbt statistics are not interesting. Ihey do, howe‘;er,tx tell a story.‘ As
recontly ast9k® 19540, our national debt was $L43 billion, Now, ¥t a little over
three decades later, it tops $455 billion, a tenfold increase. The per capita
share of that debt hos risen from 3336’; to &y $2,046--or $8,18l4 for the average family
of four, Therec have been three wars in the meantime, which kxmkboosted the debt
considerably. But that isn't the whole story. And regardless of how we spent it

the fact remains thet we did spend %k nearly half a trillion dollars more than we

tock in over this period from 1940 to the present.




It has always been popular to advocate spending on social welfare programs,

If a politician tries to buy votes with private money, he's a crook. But if he tries
to buy them with the people's own money, he's a great liberzl, Since public monsy
doesn't appear to belong to anyone, there's always the temptation to be;fbow it on
someone in the name of the public good.

This is why social welfare spending has gone from $24 billion inl965 to $7I.8
billion in 1972 and to $83.6 billion in 1973, For fiscal 197h, the President is
proposing $93.8 billion, a 12 per cent increase over last fisdal year, But even an
increase of 390 per cent in just nine years isn't enough for the spending merdhants
of the 93rd Congre ss.my They want étill more of your tax dollars spent. And if
$hey spend more tax dollars than the Govermment collects under present tax rates, then
we either add to the Federzl debt or a tax increase is in ordere I personally am
strongly opposed to any kind of a Federzl tax increase--gaso!ine tax or anmy other kind, .

I am ® supporting Pre sident Nixon in his efforts to collar spending...to get n;tour
outlays in line with what we take in, We can't afford to mmixxembark on massive
fiscal fantasie s...broad-;cale programs with small-scale planning.

Gpvernment is our single biggest busdinesse In 1971, the 1a:st fully year for
which total figures are available, Federal, State and loeal government generatad
$137 billion in income for wage-earners. In the same ysar, private services totalled
$110,5 billiony durable goods manufaéturing, $132.8 billion; non-durable gocds,
$90.2 billion; wholesale and retail trade, $130.7 billion., Income from Government
provides nearly one dollar out of every five in our national earnings, Government
spending has undixs a direct effect on our aconomy, Government over-spending hasm

created today's inflationary binge. I would like to see Americans tell their congre ssmen

and ssnators how thdir tax dollars should be spent. If they support fiscal responsibility
they ihould say soe It's their money...their future...their countryl ; o)

his is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the natioz{'ﬁ capktaly
I'11 be back next week...same time, same stationef#f +# ;
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This 1s your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the
nation's capital.

Recently Congress has been focusing on recapturing powers which
supposedly have been usurped by the Executive Branch. To this end, the
Congress has passed legislation limiting the power of the President to
refuse to spend funds appropriated by the Congress and a bill sharply
curbing the President's power to wage undeclared war.

To limit the President's power to hold back on spending the House
passed a so-called anti-impoundment bill. This bill would require the
President to inform the House within 10 days of a decision to impound
certain funds. The President would be forced to spend this money if
either the House or the Senate disapproved his impoundment decision within
60 days.

As passed by the House, this bill also set & spending ceiling of
$267.1 billion for fiscal 1974 which Republicans unsuccessfully tried to
reduce to $263.3 billion. If the Congress exceeds the budget ceiling,
the President then would have to make a flat percentage cut across the
board in all but certain sacrosanct programs to bring the total outlays
down to the ceiling.

I voted against this bill because the Congress should be getting
hold of Federal spending in a responsible way -- by adopting budgetary
control procedures unanimously recommended by a House~Senate Study
Committee three months ago. Instead of bringing this budget control
bill to the House floor, the Democrats have allowed it to languish in
the House Rules Committee. In a move marked by extreme partisanship,
they passed over the budget control bill and brought up the anti-impoundment
legislation . . . which the Preisdent is almost certain to veto.

The Senate has also passed an anti~impoundment bill. The Senate
bill would order an end to impoundment unless both Houses of Congress
approved the President's action within 60 days.

T would 1like to turn now to the war powers legislation.

(more)
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If we learned anything at all from our frustrating experience in
Vietnam, it was that we must prevent congressionally UNauthorized
U. S. participation in future Vietnams.

That was the mood when the House wrestled with the controversial
War Powers Bill. That measure restricted the power of the President to
involve the United States in future armed conflicts. As passed by the
House, the bill requires the President to stop any commitment of U. S.
armed forces to combat outside the United States at the end of 120 days
unless Congress has approved his action.

The problem with this approach to undeclared wars 1s that it is negative
rather than positive., Under terms of the War Powers Bill, Congress . . . by
remaining inactive, by doing nothing . . . would have veto power over a
Presidential decision.

Before the bill was finally passed, the House voted on a pair of
positive amendments -- amendments which I supported. One amendment would
have required Congress to act one way or the other by approving or
disapproving, within 120 days, the President's commitment of U. S. troops
to combat. The other amendment would have required affirmative action
by the Congress to terminate a military action undertaken by the President
in emergency situations. I supported both amendments, but unfortunately
both failed.

Congress, I believe, should be willing to stand up and be counted .
not lie back in the weeds and make major policy decisions by default.

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the
Nation's capital. I'll be back with you next week -~ same time, same

station.
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This is jJour congressman, Jerry Forde, reporting to you from the nation's capital,
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Recently Congress has been £l focusing on recapturi:xg powers which supposedly

have been usurped by the Executive Branch, To this end, the Congress has passed
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legislation limiting the power of the President to refuse to spend funds appropriated
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by the Congress and a bill sharply curbing the President's power to wage undecl ared
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To 1imit the President's power to holdy back on spending the House passed a

so-called anti-impoundment bill, This bill would require the President to inform
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the House within 10 days of a decision to impound certain funds, The President would
be farced to spend this money if either the House or the Senate Mk disapproved his
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impoundment decision within 60 dgys.
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billion for fiscal 197h which Republicans unsucce ssfully trisd to reduce to $263.3
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would have to mske gl a flat percentage cut across the lmmsisboard in all but
certain sacrosanct programs to bring the total outlays down to the ceiling.

I voted agzinst this bill becmuse the Congress should be getting hold of Federal
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procedures unanimously recommended by a House-Senate Study Committee tilree months 2g0.

Instead of bringing this budget control bill to the House floor, the Democrats have
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allowed it to lamguish in the House Rules Committee, In‘—; a move marksd by extreme
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partisanship, they passed over the budget control bill and brought up the anti-f§&
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impoundment legislation...which the President isg almost certain to veto.
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The Senate has also passed an anti-impoundment bill, <+he Senate bill wdujd orde;
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within 60 days.

I would like to turn now to the war powers legisiation,
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If we learned anything at all from our frustrating experience in Vietnam, it was
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That was the mood ‘«liiifsal when the House wrestldd with the controversial War

Powers Bill, That measurs restricted the power of the President to involve the
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United States in future armed conflicts, As passed Sk by the House, the bill

w——’_”

—
requires the President to stop any commitment of U.S. armed foarces to ®m combat
sl _- R —
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Before the bill was ¢ finally passed, the House voted on a pair of positive
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amendments--amendmnts which I supported, One amendment would have required Congress
T e

ﬁ
to actmige one way or the other by approving or disepptroving, within 120 dsys, the
|t e R syt W e I S R Sy

President 's commitment of U.S. troops to combats, The other amendment would have

required affirmative action by the Congress to termimate a military action undertaken
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by the President in emergency sitmations, I supported both smendments, but unforéunately
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both failed,
[ e =

Congress, I belieWs, should be willing to stand up and be counted...hot lie back in
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the weeds and make major policy decisions by default,
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's capital.

I'1l be back with you next week--same time, same station,.
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford.

Congress is in recess this month and I am touring the Fifth District
in my mobile office. This is also a good time to take stock of what Congress
has done during the first seven months of this year.

Most of the major legislation is still in the congressional pipeline.
There is very little important legislation that has gone through the entire
legislative process.

We approved an increase in Social Security benefits. We passed a
minimum wage bill. We approved an omnibus farm bill. And we hammered out
a compromise which calls for an end to the bombing of Communist forces in
Cambodia on August 15.

But, mostly, Democrats in the Congress have been engaged in forcing
the President to spend more tax dollars, to increase the federal deficit.

You may recall that the President was determined to hold total Federal
outlays for fiscal 1973 to $250 billion, and so he impounded billions of
dollars that had been appropriated by the Democratic-controlled Congress.

He refused to spend the money on the basis that certain programs could not
be justified.

The liberal Democrats did their darndest to try to force the
President to spend these additional billions. They passed legislation
mandating the spending, and the President followed suit with several vetoes.
Then the liberal Democrats tried to pass the mandated spending bills over
the President's veto but fortunately there were enough fiscally responsible
members of Congress to prevent this. And so the veto override attempts
failed.

The President had anticipated a Federal deficit of $25 billion even
with total Federal outlays held to $250 billion. Fortunately, Federal
revenues exceeded estimates. And this, coupled with the President's success
in holding back spending, meant that we ended up fiscal 1973 with a deficit
of $1k.h billion instead of the expected $25 billion deficit.

The liberal Democrats underscored their confrontation mood by passing

so-called anti-impoundment legislation. These bills, approved by both
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the House and Senate, would force the President to spend funds which he

had chosen to impound. The bills also set a fiscal 1974 spending ceiling
and provided that if Congress exceeds this ceiling the President shall make
proportional cuts across the board except for certain exempted programs.

In the House, Republicans tried to cut the spending ceiling by about

$4 billion but were defeated.

A much better approach to economy in the federal govermment is the
Budgetary Control Act, which would establish a Budget Committee in the
Senate and the House to make sure that Congress does not exceed the budget,
or provides the necessary revenue if it does. This is the approach to
fiscal responsibility I favor--not the confrontation approach of an
anti~impoundment bill. The President should have some flexibility when it
comes to spending--or not spending--appropriated funds.

There are, of course, many other bills whieh should be approved
before the Congress calls it quits this year. We should pass trade reforms,
pension reforms, tax reforms, health insurance legislation, health maintenance
organization legislation, a bill to keep the Northeastern Railroads operating,
an anti-hijacking bill, and a bill establishing a new Natural Resources
Department.

Time is running out for major bills still in the congressional
pipeline. The House Ways and Means Committee was supposed to be well
along with the trade ©ill by August Recess time, but now that committee
will be lucky to report a trade bill out by October. Waiting in the wings
is tax reform. Hopefully, we will get action on both trade reform and tax
reform this year.

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford. I'll be talking with you

again after Congress resumes its deliberations in September.
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