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FOR RELEASE ON RECEIPT Mailed Feb. 28, 1969 

Congressman Gerald R. Ford tod3y said he is urging the Congress to assign 

a hig}'er priority to the fight against water pollution and to l:egin by banning the 

dumping of polluted harbor dredgings back into Lake Michigan and other waters. 

Ford spoke out against the Corps of practice of dumping the 

polluted material back into the Great Lakes in a statement filed with the House 

Public Works Committee. The congressman urged the comittee to approve a bill he 

has introduced to halt the dumping practice. 

In his statement, Ford declared: 

"Unle as the coats and otlBr factors involved in land area disposal ot 

polluted dredging materials represent insurmoURtable obstacles, there can be no 

excuse for continued du.mping of such materiQl tack into the navigable lakes and 

s$raams of America. 

speak of re-ordering our priorities. Is there any priority greater than 

that. of cleaning up our drinking water? 

"The people of Michig m. have accorded the control of water its 

proper priority. The people of my state last November approved a $335 million 

state bond issue for water pollution control, to be combined with federal and 

loeal funds in a massive assault on the pollution problem. 

''I believe tte Congress should act with no less urgency on the tEk of 

cleaning up our lakes and streams. And it sha.l.d approach that overall task with 

clean hands by dealing head-on with the problem or dredging spail being dumped 

into our navigable waters." 

Ford noted that the Corps of Engtneers and the Federal Water Pollution 

Control Administration have issued a report pointing to some reduction in the 

dumping of polluted dredging spoil back into the Great Lakes and promising still 

more progre as. 

This is hardly satisfactory, Ford declared, since the Army Corps ot Engineers 

still was dumping nearly 70 per cent of its polluted dredgihga back into the Great 

Lakes in 1968. 

As for the Corps' and the FWPCA 1e argument that the only ultimata solution is 

for cities and industries to stop polluting tha lakes in the first place, Ford said 

he heartily agreed. But, he asserted, "two wrongs don't make a right." It 

is ridiculous for the Corps of Engineers to go on dumping pol1 uted material back into 

the Great Lakes just because the cities and industries haven't stopped polluting them, 

Ford said. 
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--FOR RELEASE ON RECEIPT-­
March 19, 1969 

NEws­
RELEASE.._ 

Congressman Gerald R. Ford today announced plans to make 40 half-hour tele­

vision and film reports on the operation of the Federal Government's three branches 

available for showing at high schools in Kent and Ionia Counties in the near future. 

The 40-program series has just been completed under the direction of the 

Westinghouse Broadcasting Co., whose officials worked hand in hand with a group of 

congressional wives, congresswomen and wives of Supreme Court members and Cabinet 

members. The women's group was known as the Operation Government Committee. 

Congressman Ford's wife, Betty, served as co-chairman of the Operation 

Government Committee, working in tandem with the wife of Rep. Charles A. Vanik, 

D-Ohio. The television and film series is entitled "The Government Story. 11 

Ford said the television and film versions of "The Government Story" will 

provide students and other Americans with "a great opportunity" to learn more about 

the workings of the three branches of the Federal Government. 

A first showing of one of the half-hour programs took place Tuesday evening 

at a congressional office building in Washington. Those attending included 

Congressman and Mrs. Ford, members of the House and Senate, the Supreme Court, and 

the President's Cabinet. 

The completed films on the Federal Government were presented to Ford and 

House Speaker John W. McCormack, D-Mass., who in turn presented them to the Library 

of Congress. 

Twenty-two of the half-hour programs are devoted to the workings of Congress, 

and the others to the Executive Branch and the Supreme Court. The interview device 

is used extensively to tell the story. 

Commenting on this, Ford said, "The bipartisanship and good will which the 

members of this House and the other body have shown in cooperating in this series 

promise to make it among the most candid and useful educational programs on how the 

Federal legislative process really works. Mrs. Ford and I certainly have enjoyed 

helping with this important project. And I feel sure the people of my congressional 

district will benefit greatly from this series." 

The 22 programs on the Congress will be shown in more than 15 major TV 

markets within the next month, without commercial sponsorship. At a later time, 

educational and 16-millimeter film versions will be circulated for classroom use. 

In remarks to the House of Representatives, Rep. Catherine May, R-Wash., 

said: "Betty Vanik and Betty Ford deserve special mention, for they are the 

women who kept this project vital and pushed and prodded when doors needed opening 

and things had to be expedited." 
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