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position of abandoning its commitments all over the world. You know that such a

cut would meke the U. S. militarily inferior to the Soviet Union. You know that

it would mean slashing our strategic bomber forces, halting some of our missile

programs, cutting our forces in Europe by more than half, reducing our Navy and

Air Force tactical air wings by roughly a third, cutting the number of our

aireraft carriers by more than a half, and reducing our armed forces by 40 per cent.
You are my friends. You and I are fighting for freedom together. I pledge

to you tonight that I will resist with every last ounce of my strength any move

to make the U. S. second to the Soviet Union in military strength. I place myself

with you~-on the side of liberty.
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