The original documents are located in Box D4, folder “Ford Press Releases, January - May
1965 of the Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R.
Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. The Council donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box D4 of The Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

January 4, 1965
For immediate release
Statement of Rep. Gerald R. Ford

on

"State of the Union Message'

The ultimate goals set forth in the President's message are
the goals of all Americans and have been the goals of America since its
beginning.

However there are honest questions on the implementation of
the programs to achieve these goals. I am confident the President does
not want our citizens or the Congress to accept blindly the programs until
there has been an opportunity to carefully examine them in detail.

In £act Mr. Johnson properly pointed out that there is room for
an honest difference of opinion on "what is right.”

We expect to support him when we believe he is right and to

offer constructive alternatives when our conscience so demands.
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on

"State of the Union Message"

The utlimate goals set forth in the President's message are
the goals of all Americans and have been the goals of America since its
beginning,

However there are honest questions on the implementation of
the programs to achieve these goals. I am confident the President does
not want our citizens or the Congress to accept blindly the programs until
there has been an opportunity to carefully examine them in detail,

In fact Mr. Johnson properly pointed out that there is room for
an honest difference of opinion on "what is right."

We expect to support him when we bel ieve he 1s right and to

offer constructive alternatives when our conscience so demands.



Jan. 12, 1965

The Republican Party includes all those wiv bel ieve in its
principles and we welcome those who waat to work for their
inplementation,

It will be strengthened by the indBusion of all those who

bel feve in the party of Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt and Dwight D.

Eisenhower,
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e Topublifcn . Pazty imcludes all those who believe in its principles

and want to work for their hl-nnﬁdu.

Tt will be strengthened by the inclusion of all those who support

its platform.



The Republican Party includes all those who bdieve in its principles

and we welcomes those who want to work for their implementation.

Tt will he strengthened by the inglusion of all those who believe in

the party of Lincoln, Teddy Rossevelt and Dwight D. Eisenhower.



STATEMENT BY REP. GERALD R. FORD,
HOUZCE MINORITY LEADER January 12, 1965

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Dean Burch assumed the responsibilities of the chairmanship
at a crucial point. He worked faithfully and hard at the task.

The reasons which he gave for today's decision seem to be
sound and in & worthy spirit.

I trust that all Republicans will now support our new
chairman and move together vigorously and effectively toward those

common goals which we all cherish.
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*’ﬁearly, there is much in the ‘mdget that will require long and ca

o studye 7% Zf”-?"‘ Zu':é
% ,}s I just hope the Congress will squarely mee its ponsib itles and
ﬂ“\

stand on its own feet and decide what it ¢ 'E us hope

s

t)o—r\fb‘Ee’?EtTmps of the 1930's are not resurrected.

% In the interest of a clear understanding, we ought to dispel the myth
about this budget being below $100 billion. The more accurate gauge is

the budget the President wants Congress to adopt this session=-~the
new obligational authority tudget. That total is $106.L4 billion, not
. $99¢7 billions And on top of that, the President asks for $6.0 in
%/ fiscal 1965 supplementals, So this budget is much more than $100 billion.
, I expect the Presldecs s request for about 45,000 more employees in
,-f"/ civilian agencies will surprise a lot of people, especially since
the impression is rather prevalent that the President was really hammering

at the agencies to cut down on civilian employment. /7

......

/@ When we adopted the tax cut bill last year the Democratic majority
inserted a pledge to give priority to balancing the budget and then to
v reducing the debt., Today's budget doesn't seem to me to line up to that
[‘/f/ promise--spending increases and tax cuts get most of the increased

reverues, The debt goes up another $5.6 billion,



The President indicates this budget takes us along the path to a
balanced budget, Its slow progress and a long path at the rate suggested
in today's budget.

Since President Eisenhower left office the govermment, in the fiscal
years 1962 through this budget for 1966, has, or will have gone $32.4
billion deeper in debts A lot of people may well wonder whetler this
is prudent and economical fiscal policy in times of affluence,

I think it best that all Members of Congress take a constructively
skeptical loock at the majar features and issues in this budget and then

do what he thinks best for Americas



Statement of Rep. Gerald R. Ford January 25, 1965

For immediate release

THE PRESIDENT'S 1966 BUDGET

Clearly, there is much in the budget that will require long and careful study.
The Congress will exercise its responsibilities to determine that tax dollars are
prudently and effectively spent.

In the interest of a clear understanding, we ought to dispel the myth about
this budget being below $100 billion. The more accurate gauge is the budget the
Pres ident wants Congress to adopt this session--the new obligat ional authority budget.
That total is $106.4 bidlion, not $99.7 billion. And on top of that, the President
asks for $6.0 in fiscal 1965 supplementals. So this budget is much more than $100
billion.

I expect the President's request for about 45,000 more employees im civilian
agencies will surprise a lot of people, especially since the impression is rather
prevalent that the President was really hammering at the agencies to cut down on
civilian employment.

When we adopted the tax cut bill last year the Democratic majority inserted
a pledge to give priority to balancing the budget and then to reducing the debt.
Today's budget doesn't seem to me to line up to that promise--spending increases and
tax cuts get most of the increased revenues. The debt goes up another $5.6 billion.

The President indicates this budget takes us along the path to a balanced
budget. 1Its slow progress and a long path at the rate suggested in today's budget.

Since President Eisenhower left office the government, in the fiscal years
1962 through this budget for 1966, has or will have gone $32.4 billion deeper in
debt. A lot of people may well wonder whether this is prudent and economical fiscal
policy in times of affluence.

I think it best that all Members of Congress take a constructively skeptical
look at the major features and issues in this budget and then do what they think best

for America.
THHbHE



From the Office of:

Rep. William Brock (R.=Tenn.)
1441 House Office Building
Washington 25, D, C.

Friday, Februery 19, 1965
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Rep. William Brock (R, of Tenn.) today blasted "trap door spending” by the Ad-
ministration which obligated the U.S. to $750 million through the promises of Administration
officials on a visit to Panama last year.

“Brock told the House: "In past years, we have heard much about back-door spend=-
ing through the Treasury, without any Congressional check through the appropriations process.
Because a vast majority on both sides of the aisle here in the House saw back-door spending as
a means of circumventing Congress' Constitutional prerogatives, we did something about it.

"The bill before us today, the Inter-American Development Bank bill, gees far
further than mere back-door spending. At least back-door spending is done by Americans.
What we have before us today is whet | prefer to call "trap-door" spending. Last April, at
a meeting in Panama, U.S. officials decided that Congress weuld authorize and appropriate an
additional $750 million to the IDB's Fund for Special Operations.

"At a meeting dominated by Latin American officials, it was decided how much, for
what purpose, and under what banking regulations the United States Congress would authorize
and appropriate $750 million,

"“The trap in this trap~door financing is that advocates of the bill will tell you that
Congress must support this legislation, or stand accused of reneging on an international agree-
ment entered into by our Secretary of Treasury nearly a year ago.

"Two years from now =~ without the knowledge of a single member of the House or
Senate = Treasury officials may commit Congress to spending an additional billion or billion
and a half dollars for IDB, prior to a single day's hearings before the appropriate Congressional

committea, " NEEY
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GERALD R. FORD MICHIGAN OFFICE:
. ml'm’ms‘rmér. MISHIGAN 425 CHERRY STREET SE.

GRAND RAPIDS

Congress of the United States
Office of the Minority Leader
PHouse of Representatives
Washington, B.C.

March 1, 1965 FOR IMMEDIATE R ELEASE

The forceful, articulate and encompassing speech titled "Republican
Opportunity and Responsibility™ made todsy by my able colleague and good
friend Mel Laird was a very proper statement by him as the 196l Chairman
of the Republican Platform Committee.

A copy was given to me s everal days ago and I Pave read ite

Mr. Laird did not seek approval or disapproval by me or the
House Republican leadership as a whole.

The speech will be very helpful in presenting the Republican
case against the Administration. and the new positive Republican approach

to our Nation's problems,

# # #



Statement by REP, GERALD R, FORD
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The forceful, articulate and encompassing speech titled
"Republican Opportunity and Responsibility™ made todgy by my able
colleg ne and good friend Mel Laird was a very proper statement by him
as the 196l Chairman of the Republican Platform Committee,.

A copy was given to me several dgysfand I have read it.

Mr, Laird did not seek spproval or disapproval by me or the
House Republican leadership,

Ihe speech will be very helpful in presenting the Republican
case against the Administration and the new positive Republican

aprooach to our Nation's problems,



From the office of Rep. Gerald R. Ford

Statement on the President's Message on Cities
March 2, 1965

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The goals in the President's message on cities are both lofty and
humanitarian. He has painted a verbal dramatic picture of community problems
that do exist in many parts of the Nation.

However, the message to Congress emphasizes the Administration's
strong desire to create far more federal centralization of power, which is
already in too many instances throttling metropolitan initiative and local
responsibility,

The federal government has no business telling cities how to think
and plan, as the President would have a new Department of Housing and Urban
Development do under his recommendations.

In the message there are many dangerous indigations that the
President is urging the establishment of more encompassing bureaucratic control
of cities.

The Republican housing proposal, which was outlined several weeks
ago, will help cities to help themselves without putting the lives of citizens
in the hands of federal planners. 1In addition, the Republicans suggested a new
program for veterans under FHA which would include sound benefits to those who
served in war and peacetime.

While the President would create another federal agency, the
Republican legislative proposal calls for combining the Urban Renewal
Admdnistration and the Public Housing Administration to eliminate duplication.

The Republican proposal, which is & constructive alternative to the
Administration bill, calls for a humanized housing program that would have a
positive impact on the problems of urban America without clutching cities in

the grip of federal centralized power.

##EHE L
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GERALD R, FORD MICHIGAN OFFICE:
FIFTH DISTRICT, MICHIGAN 425 CHERRY STREET SE.
GRAND RAPIDS

Conaress of the United States
Office of the Minovity Leader

Bouse of Representatives
Washington, B.C.

Statement by Rep. Gerald R, Ford
regsrding House vote on Appalachia Bill March 3, 1965

In passing the Administration's Appalachiz Bill today, Democras in the
House played politics with poverty and ignored distressed areas in many
parts of the Nation,

The Republican slternstive pinpointed areas in need of federal
assistance where the ppoblems cznnot be solved by local resources alone.

The Netion should be awsre thet the Administretion's Appalachia
Bill gives aid to nearly one=fourth of 360 counties that are rich enough
to be disqualified for federsl aid under either the Accelsrated Public
Works program or the Area Redevelopment project.

Jemocrats in voting for the Administrztion's bill today agreed
to take money from their own counties, many in need of assistance, and
give it to a relatively small pocket in the Appalschia region,

The Republican proposal would have provided a helping hand to

1,L07 sreas in the United States which are suffering economic distress,

=moxre
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GERALD R. FORD MICHIGAN OFFICE:

FIFTH DISTRICT, MICHIGAN 425 CHerry STREET SE.
GRAND RAPIDS

Conaress of the United States
Office of the Minority Leader

House of Representatives
Washington, DP.C.

Statement on Appelachia Bill
March 3, 1965 -

n
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Todey's action emphasizes the nesd for a sirong two=-party system
than would insure strong checks and belonces and would protect the
American people against super-government with too much heasvy-hended,

iron=fist control in Washington,

S
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GERALD R. FORD MICHIGAN OFFICE:
FIFTH DISTRICT, MICHIGAN 425 CHERRY STREET SE..

Congress of the United States
Office of the Minority Leader
FBouse of Representatives

Washington, B.C.
Statement by Repe Gerald Re Ford : For immediate r elease
regarding the President's Message
on Law Enforcement March 8, 1965

No one will disagree that the Nation'!s crime rate is on the increase
and the "trend toward lawlessness," as the President describes it, must
be reversed,

The President may be duplicating unnecessarily the fine work of the
FBI when he zppoints a new Commission to study the Morigins and nature of
crime in modern America,"

There are strong indications that the Messzge has many earharks of
seeking to create more centrelized government and more federal control
over states and cities,

Basically, law enforcement is a local problem, except in those areas
where the federal govermment has a specific responsibility.

The government can and should give leadership in meeting the menace
of lawlessness, but should not encroach on those responsibilities that

are rightfully in the hands of responsible local officials,



A statement by Rep, Gerald R, Ford (R~i“ich)
regarding the President's Message on Voting Rights March 15, 1965

FOR RELEASE AFTER DELIVERY OF THE FRESIIENT!S
MESSAGE, March 15, 1965

I strongly believe effective federal voting leglslation is needed go that
all g@ualified citizens wherever they live can vote by 1966, Republicans in
the House under the leadership of Repe William McCulloch have been and are
working on such legislation with 1ts many complex issues and different
approaches, Republicans in the House will support legislation to achieve
maximum registration and voting by the target date of 1966, I am pleased that
we now have the President!s recommendations in this critical area,

From what I have seen and heard the President's proposal is deficient in
that it may penalize certain states where there is no discrimination and it
may fail to resolve the problem in some areas where eligible voters are not
permitted to register,

I am also concerned with the establishment of a huge, new bureaucracy
of voting examiners which could be perpetuated even though the problem of

voter reglstration is resolved,

AR P RS
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OU1LINE OF REPUBLICAN VOTING RIGHTS BILL

1. Certification by the Attorney General

If the Attorney General certifies that, in any county or similar subdivision
of a State, he has received complaints to the effect that 25 or more persons have been
denied or deprived of the right to register or to vote on account of race or color, an
examiner who is a resident of the State shall be appointed by the Civil Service Com-
mission.

2. Duties of the Examiner

(a) The examiner shall determine whether, in fact, ttese 25 or more persons
have been denied or deprived of the right to register or to vote and whether they are
qualified to vote under State law.

(b) The examiner shall find that a person has been denied or deprived of the
right to register or to vote, if, within 90 days preceding thereto, the person{i)
has been unable to make an application with a local registrar within 2 days after making
a good faith effort to do so, (ii) has been found not qualified to vote by a local regis-
trar, or (iii) has not been notified of the results of his application within 7 days
after making application therefor.

(¢) The examiner shall apply voting qualifications established by State law
to these 25 or more persons, except that he shall not apply (i) any literacy tests to
persons possessing a sixth grade education, (ii) any requirement of '‘good moral char-
acter'", or (iii) any requirement that qualifications must be proved by the wvoucher of
registered voters or members of any other class.

(d) Those persons found qualified to vote by the examiner shall be placed on a
list of eligible voters and shall be issued registration certificates.

(e) The list of eligible voters, together with a report evidencing their quali-
fication, shall be sent to the State Attorney General and to the appropriate local

election officials.

(f) Persons placed on the list of eligible voters shall have the right to
vote without restriction in any subsequent election, unless challenged according to the
provisions detailed in paragraph 3. If challenged, they shall hav e the right to vote
pProvisionally, with their ballots being impounded until the challenge has been deter-
mined by the hearing officer and the court.

3. Challenges to Findings of the Examiner

(a) The State Attorney General and any appropriate election official within

the county shall have 10 days from receipt of the examiner's list and report to chal-

lenge findings of the examiner.
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(b) Challenges shall be made to a hearing officer appointed by the Civil
Service Commission.

(c) The hearing officer shall pass upon the challenges within 7 days.

(d) An appeal from the determination of the hearing officer must be made
within 15 days thereafter to the Court of Appeals of the Circuit within which the
persons challenged so reside.

4, Establishment of a Pattern or Practice

(a) Upon determination of the hearing officer that 25 or more of those
persons whom the Attorney General certified, are qualified to vote, such determina-
tion shall establish a pattern or practice of denial of the right to register or vote
on account of race or color.

5. Appointment of Additional Examiners

(a) Upon the establishment of a pattern or practice, as described in sec-
tion 4, the Civil Service Commission shall appoint additional examiners as may be
necessary to determine whether persons within the county are qualified to vote.

(b) The examiners shall apply the same procedures and be subject to the
same conditions as the initial examiner was, as described in section 2 (c) through
(f), and a person shall not be required to first make application with a local regis-
trar if he states, under oath, that to make such application would be futile or would
subject him or his family to physical or economic intimidation or harm.

(c) As in section 2, those persons found qualified shall have the right to
vote without restriction if not challenged. If challenged, they shall have the right
to vote provisionally until the challenge is determined, with their ballots being
impounded.

(d) Also, as in section 3, the State shall have 10 days to challenge the
examiner's findings before a hearing officer and the hearing officer must make his
determination within 7 days thereafter.

(e) Persons, found qualified to vote pursuant to this Act, shall be entitled
to vote unless the examiner determines that (1) he has not voted or attempted to vote
once during 4 consecutive years or during such longer period as allowed by state regis-
tration laws, or (2) he has otherwise lost his eligibility to vote.

6. Denial of the Right to Vote.

Whenever a person alleges to an examiner within 24 hours after an election

that he has been denied the right to vote, although found qualified by an examiner,
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the examiner shall notify the local U.S. Sctorney. The U.S. Attorney is authorized
to seek an order of contempt against the election officials in the U.S. district
court. Also, any State or local official who denies such a person the right to
vote, or to count such person's vote, or otherwise intimidates, threatens or
coerces such person for the purpose of preventing such person from voting shall be
fined up to $5,000 and imprisoned up to five years.

7. Termination of a Pattern or Practice

(a) The provisions of this Act shall continue in force and effect until
within a 12 month period less than 25 persons within the county have been placed on
lists of eligible voters by examiners.

8. Qualification of Examiners

(a) Examiners shall be existing Federal officers or employees who are

residents of the State in which the Attorney General has issued his certification.



For ROLL CALL Z’f’?ﬁ““ 196s2f

By Rep. Osrald R, Ford
Minority leader, lbnaﬂ of Representatives

0ften 2t banquets, the master of ceremonies goes to grest lengths
in introducing the speaker to the sadience,

I recall one particular instance when the person in charge of the
program traced My history from high school days, covering the ground with
grest thorougimess, His introduction was liberally sprinkled with
flattaring adjectives,

In his words, I was more than just a member of the University of
Michigsn football teams. To him, I was mmother Tom Harmon, which I wasn'’t,

He hit the highspots of my political career, obviously after s lot of
vesearch, and embellished some of the facts with what bordered on fiction,

Winding up his introduction, the msn told the sudience that I was one
of the “great, great statesmen® in Congress,

I made my speech,; probably falling short of the expectations built up
by the imtroduction.

While walking to our car in a parking lot a couple of blocks sway, xy
wife and I discussed the program and the events of the evening,

I asked her how mmny grest, great statesmsn she thought were in Congress.

Before answering, Betty walked in silence for a few monents. Ihen she
stopped, turned and with a smile tspped me on the shoulder with her
finger and sald;, "One less than yom think,*



Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford FOR RFLEASE APRIL 7, 1965 AFTER
on President's Viet-iiam iiessage DELIVERY OF THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The President is to be commended for his insistence on no retreat
in Viet-Nam. But, there is a strong hint in his message dealing with
Communist aggression in Southeast Asia and thefate of 15 million people
of South Viet-Nam that he wants to buy peace. History proves that
friendship, security and sclid international relationships cannot be bought
and sold with dollars in the geo-political market place when the Communists are
involved.

The President's contention that the United States is ready for
“unconditional discussions'’ sounds much like "'negotiations,"” which must
be carried on only from a position of stremgth. Until we prove to the
Communists that we mean business, it would be sheer folly to attempt a
negotiated settlement.

I hope that the President, who has been given staunch support by
Republican leadership in the past when he ordered stepped-up military
operations against aggressor supply lines, realizes that the United States
will end up in second place if we retreat under pressure or a meaningless
settlement,

We all hope that peace will return soon in troubled and war-torn
Viet-Nam, but peace with justice and security cannot be purchased with a
billion American tax dollars.

Whether the conflict spreads depends upon the power-hungry Communist
aggressors. 1f we use our military streagth wisely and effectively, and if
we get growing support from our Southeast Asia allies, the war in Viet-Nam
can end without the loss of freedom for our allies or a retreat by the
United Statds to Pearl Harbor.

If we are right in principle, which we are, use the power we have

and persevere, freedom and security will prevail.

HUHHEHE



Excerpts from the remarks by Rep. Gerald R. Ford
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

April 8, 1965

Mr. Chairman,

I conclude with these observations. The House Republican Policy
Committee and the House Republican Conference have endorsed H.R. 7057,
the Byrnes bill, as the motion to recommit. H.R. 7057 was unanimously
endorsed by all of the Republican members of the Committes on Ways and
Meane. I commend the Republicans on the Committee for their hard and
constructive work. I especially commend Congressman John Byrnes for his
leadership in drafting H.R. 7057 which is constructive legislation, far
preferable to the Committee propnsal.

As far as final passage is concerned, if the motion to recommit fails,
neither the House Republican Policy Committee nor the House Republican
Conference have recommended any guidelines, This is quite understandable.
The Committee bill, H.R. 6675, ie to a substantial degree Republicaa
legislation, except that part which incorporates the Administration's
King-Anderson proposal for hospltal care financed by a payroll tax.

Many of my Republican colleagues, in weighing the Republican portilons
of H.R. 6675 against the Adwinistration's part of the same bill, with
understandable logic will vote for the bill on final passage. On the
other hand some of us, including myself, have strongly and consistently
opposed the regressive payroll tax method of firancing hospital care for
the aged.

In my judgmeat that portion of H.R. 6675 which is unsound, outweighs
the good. In the final apalysis it is one's own consclence, not a
Republican policy position, that wiil determine how Republicans will vote
on final pessage.

I conclude, however, by re-emphasizing that the Republican motion to
recommit is scund. It is our pclicy as a party. I urge that my colleagues

support the Byrnes substitute, H.,R. 7057.



Sharon Bartlets, 21, who will represent Michigan in the
Nationsl Cherry Blossom Festival April 10+17 in Washingtem, D.C.
receives a gift from Congressman Gerald R, Ford, House
Republicsn lLeader, A University of Michigan senior, Miss
Bartlett was chosen by the Michigan State Society in Washingtem
to compete for the title of 3k Cherry Blossom Princess, The
book she received from Ford is a compilation of art displgyed
in the U.8, Capitol, She is the daughter of Iymn Bartlets,
formsr Superintendent of the “spartment of Public Instruction
in Miohigmm,
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Rep, Gerald Ford (R-Mich,), House Republican Minority Leader, today
warned a visiting group of Brazilian editors that " unless current trends are
checked, we are heading for an outbreak of Viet Nam-type guerilla wars in
Latin America, "

Ford said that " a vacillating hemispheric policy regarding the flow
of subversive weapons and propaganda has set the stage for Canmumist guerilla
aggression, under the guise of so-called 'National Liberation Fronts', through-
out the Western Hemisphere,.

" Cuba and Viet Nam have furnished the models for Cammmnist guerilla
aggression aimed at overthrowing existing pro-Western governments," Ford de-
clared. " And as our experience in these two countries has proven so painfully,
economic aid by itself is not suffieient to check a subversive Cammunist campaign,
financed and supplied from outside. "

The House Minority Leader told the Brazilians, in Washington for the

Fartaleze, Brazil -
\-STournglists Project , that current U.S. and hemispheric policy toward

Castro Cuba " seems to be one of letting sleeping Communist wolves lie. "

" But we ought to know that the Communist wolf in Havana is veryxace
tive, " Ford said., " If the Red plan to create Viet Nam-type wars in Latin Ameri-
ca takes hold, Havana would serve as the Hanoi of the entire operation, It is
today the capital of Communist subversion in the heartland of the Free World, "

Ford expressed hope that " Brazil will continue the progress it has

made in recent months toward a return to stable and sound government., "

HH#H



From the Office of Rep. Gerald R. Ford
H-230 The Capitol

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 13, 1965

Rep. Gerald Ford (R-Mich.), House Republican Minority Leader, today

"unless current trends are

warned a visiting group of Brzzilian editors that
checked, we are heading for an outbreak of Viet Nam-type guerilla wars in
Latin America."

Ford said that " a vacillating hemispheric policy regarding the flow
of subversive weapons and propaganda has set the stage for Communist guerilla
aggression, under the guise of so-called 'National Liberation Fronts', throughout
the Western Hemisphere.

" Cuba and Viet Nam have furnished the models for Communist guerilla
aggression aimed at overthrowing existing pro-Western governments,'' Ford declared.
" And as our experience in these two countries has proven so painfully,
economic aid by itself is not sufficient to check a subversive Communist campaign,
financed and supplied from outside. "

The House Minority Leader told the Brazilians, in Washington for the

Fortalezo, Brazil Journalists Project, that current U.S. and hemispheric policy

1] t

toward Castro Cuba ' seems to be one of letting sleeping Communist wolves lie.
" But we ought to know that the Communist wolf in Havana is very active,"

Ford said. ' If the Red plan to create Viet Nam-type wars in Latin America

takes hold, Havana would serve as the Hanoi of the entire operation. It is

today the capital of Communist subversicn in the heartland of the Free World."

Ford expressed hope that ' Brazil will continue the progress it has

made in recent months toward a return to stable and sound government.'"



BIOCRAPHICAL OUTLINE

Frank Mitchell, newly~appointed House Page April 1L, 1965

Frank Mitchell, 15, of 1421 Fifteenth St., Springfield, Ill, is the
first Negro to serve as a Page in the House of Representatives,
His foster parents are Mr, and Mrs, Henry VenBuren of the same address,
Frapk is an outstanding student in the Sophomore Class cf Feitshans
High School in Springfield; where he is room pres:icdent of his zlass and
a chess champion,
His father is a custodian at the Ilss School in Springfield,
The appointze will have the personal guidance of Mrs, Eulalia O, Corbin
while he is In Weshington. Mrs; Corbirn, of Springfizld, is executive secretary

to Res. Rebero McClory (R-Ill) of Lske Bluff, Ill,

# # it



A statement by Rep, Oerald R. Ford
on the appointment of a New louse Page April 1k, 1965

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

This marks an historic moment in thé history of the House of Representat ivese
The appointment of Frank Mitchell cf Springfield, Illinois, as a Page in the
Houss is a milestone of importance. He will be the first Negro to serve &s a
Page in the House.

It is a pleasure tc join with Rep, Leslie Arends in sndorsing thls appointe
ment, which was recommended by Rep.. Paul Findley of tl¢ Illinois 20tk District,

I congratulate .1linois State Reps J, David Joues, Precinct Commitieeman
Victor Bariolotti of Springfield; and the committee of Springfield educators
and others who havs played roles in sponsoring this fine young man,

With other members of the House, I welcome Frank: “itchell to The Capitol
with a wish that he fiads his experience here to be an interesting, educational

and inspiring one,



From the office of
Representative Paul Findley (R. Ill.)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE April 14, 1965

Rep. Paul Findley (R.-I1l.), in commenting upon the appointment of
Frank V. Mitchell, aged 15, Springfield, Illinois, as the first Negro
page to serve in the U. S. House of Representatives, said:

"The appointment of Frank Mitchell, the first member of
his race to serve as a page in the U. S. House of Representatives, is
very appropriate at this time, for it comes on the eve of the 100th
anniversary of the death of Abraham Lincoln.

"Frank shares the distinction of coming from the same
home town as Mr. Lincolmn, that of Springfield, Illinois, which I am
proud to say is included in the Congressional District I represent.

I am happy to have had the opportunity to sponsor Frank Mitchell for
this significant appointment."

In response to the confirmation of his appointment,
Fraonk Mitchell said:

"1 appreciate this honor very much. I will do
everything in my power to be a credit to the Congress, the Republican
Party, my parents, and my community in return for the confidence they

have shown in me by giving me this wonderful opportunity."



Statement by Rep. Jerald R, Pord

requested by United Press Internstional
April 15, 1965

The House of Representatives since January Lth has been the victim of
political karats snd Fresidential arme-twisting,

Outnumbered 2 to l=--with a majority of Democrats echoing the
President's wishes like political parrots--eRepublicans refused to rubber-stamp
Adninistration-gpawned legislation,

Republicans presented comstructive altsrnatives that offered more to
the American peopls, yet were based on sound, fiscal principles.

There sre strong indicatioms that Republicanseseunited in the Housewwill
win support throughout the country.

The record we establish will sssure victories in 1966, when we predict
the Americsn electorate will discover that most of the voters cannot afford
membership in the Great Society without fracturing their bank accounts
and wsllets and going deeper into debt.,

¢ £ ¢
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S+gtement by Rep, Ysrald R, Ford _
for Republican Congres=ional Committee one-mirute tape April 15, 1965
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The House of Ropnuut;tiwa'atmo Jamuary Lth has been the victim
of political karete and Presidential arm=twisting Juiiiemtiete
Outnunbered 2 to le==with a majority of Jemocrats echoing the Presidemt's

wishes like political parrots---- Reputlicans refused to rubber-stamp

Administration=spauned legislation,

Republicans prosented constructive alternestiwes that offered more

to the Amricen peocple, yet were based on sound, fiscal principles,

There are strony indications that Hepublicanse--united in the Housee=e

will win support throuphout the c untry,

Thn record we estaclish will assure victories in 1966, when we

predict the American electorate will diScover that most of the voters

cannot afford membarship in the lreat Soclety---without fracturing their

bank a-coints ani wallots and going desper into '‘obt,
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Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford (R-ifich)
on President's remarks at a News Conference April 27, 1965

The President's restatement that the United States intends to stay
in Viet-Nam to help halt aggression by Communist attackers shaould be
applauded.

I support the President's renewed pledge that we must stand firm
in Viet-Nam to guarantee an eventual lasting peace. Congressional
Republican leadership has supported the Administration's policy in that
war—~torn country while too many Democrats have openly attacked the
President for his position.

It is gratifying to know that the President is critical of his
critics, many of them in his own pclitical empire.

The President has confirmed our earlier position that perhaps
military action against aggressors in Viet-Nam was tardy. Unfortunately,
our restraint was viewed as a weakness by the enemy. It is somewhat
shameful that this strong country waited for more murders, more savage
attacks against the peaceful citizenry of South Viet-Nam until we took
an actlve part in beating down aggressors by attacking their supply lines
and military installations.

Certainly, as the President sgid, we should seek to achieve a
lasting peace in Viet-Nam, but not to the extent of buying it with a
billion dollars in foreign aid under a program the Administration

recommended earlier.
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From the office of Rep, Gerald R, Ford (R=Mich)
The Capitol, Washington, D, C»o

FOR RELEASE APRIL 28, 1965

A scholarship for a summer educational program in American politics and
government is offered to women college students of the Fifth District of Michigan
by Mount Vernon Junior College in Washington, De Ces Repo Gerald R, Ford (R-Mich)
announced todays

Lecture and seminar courses offering up to six hours of credit in American
government, domestic politics, foreign relations, history and culture are included
in the scholarship, which covers tuition, room and board,

Women students, who have legal residence in the Fifth District and attend
accredited two-year or four-year colleges in the United States, are eligible for
the scholarship, Ford said,

The winner, to be chosen by Mount Vernon Junior College, will pay only
transportation to and from Washington, laundry and personel expenses.

The six-week session from June 21 through July 30 will utilize the resources
of the Nation's Capitol, combining academic study in small classes and field work
to introduce students to the Congress, the Executive branch, the Courts, various
governmental agencies, and major private organizations located in Washington,

Ford emphasized that interested students are to immediately write to Otis
Le Graham, Administrative Assistant to the President, Mount Vernon Junior Collegs,
2100 Foxhall Road, Washington, D, C. 20007,

The scholarship is being offered to the Fifth District as the result of Ford
being appointed by the College to the Advisory Committee for the summer educational
program,

Ford described the summer session as a program aimed at "achieving more
understanding of the American political system among collsge students, creating a
better-informed citizenry, and encouraging those interested in public service
careers,”

Located in the northwest section of Washington, Mount Vernon Junior College
1s on a 26~acre wooded campus., Recreational facilities include tennis courts, a

swimming pool, gymnasium, and athletic field,



Statement by Rep. Gerald Re Ford (R-Mich,)
May 3, 1965

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Our Nation's fight against Communism in the Dominican Republic and Southeast
Asia virtvally demands that the President immediately come to Congress for a
supplement to the military budget svbmitted t0 the House and Senate in January
before the United States became involved in conflict in two hemisperes,

If we are to bolster our effort in fighting Communism in two hemisperes,
it may require a revision of certvain legislative programs, including a new look
at the President's recommendations on overall fiscal policy and tax reduction.

I also urge that the United States recognize that the cause of the current
strife and trouble in Latin America is I'idel Castro.

Latin America, in fact the Western Hemispere, will not be free of Communism's
dangerous threat until the arsonist Fidel Castro is eradicated, He is the "fire=
starter® in the Dominican Republic.

At the same I suggest that President Johnson sarry out the original four=-
»oint program which John F. Kennedy demanded in fighting Communism,

During the 1950 presidential campaign and at the time of the Cuban missile
vrisisy; the late President insisted on: inspection of missile si%es in Cuba,
:emoval of all Soviet forces from Cuba, support of free Cutan forces both inside
and outside of that country, and blocking the export of Communism in this hemispere
‘rom Castro's bastion,

It makes no sense to fight Communism 6,000 miles away in Viet Nam or to
srotect American lives in the Dominican Republic against aggression unless we

:akes care of the generator of turbulence almost within sight of our country.
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Sgatement by fep. Yerald R. Ford (R-Mich}d
Mgy 3, 1965

FOR IMMEDIATE REIEASE

Our Na& ion's fight against Communism in the Dominican fepublic and
Southeast Asia virtually demands that the President immediately come
So sadvain S a 4&2{13 military bu_dW Z x, Ly
e Z Y. T, becmml trnsloca i T Py S AV

If wd are‘to bolster our effort in fighting Communism in two
hemispheres, it may require a revision of certain Regislative programs,
including a new look at the President's recommendstions on overall fiscal
policy and tax reductions, ‘ 5

I also urge that the United States %ewcause of the current
strife and trouble in Latin America, which is on the island of Cuba just
$0 miles from our shore.

Latinm America, in fact the Western “emisphere, will not be free
of Communisim's dangerous threat until the arsonist Fidel Castro is
eradicated, He is thehfire-starter”in the Dominican *“‘epublice

At the same time I suggestthat President Johnson Nk

the originali?)yur'point program wjlicglq_ John F. ®epnedy demended in

2 ‘fi%’fi)r;g‘ 2ommunisma‘n VR T 7% T ARPRIR: ) PAC
““7' 4The late President insisted ongsinspectjon of missile sites in
Cubay, removal of zll Soviet forces from thet—=»lsmd, support of free

Cuban forces 'éth inside and outside of that country, and blocking

the export of Communism in this hemisphere
Communism
It makes né sense to fight

or to protect American lives in the
— e ——
aggression unless we take care of the generator of dxyxsmsion

almost within sight of our country.
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Statement by Rep. Gerald R, Ford (Reich)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Our Nation's fight agesinst Communism in the Dominican Republic and
Southeast Asia virtually demands that the Presidemt immediately comes
to Congress for a supplement to the military budget submitted to the
House and Senate in January befdre the United States became involved in
conflict in two hemispheres.

If we are to bolster our effort in fighting Communism in two hemisphereg,
it may require a revision of certain legislative programs, including a new
look at the President's recommendations on overall fiscal policy and tex
reduction,

I also urge that the United States goes to the cause of the current
strife and tronble in Latin America, which is on the island of Cubz just
90 miles from our shore,

Latin America, in fact the Western Hemisphere, will not be free of
Communism's dangerous threat until the arsonist Fidel Castrol is eradicated.
He is the "fire=starter! in the Bomimicen “epublic,

At the same time I suggest that President Johnson carries out the
original four=point program which John F. Kennedy demanded in fighting
Communism,

During the 1960 presidential campaign and at the time of the Cuban
missie crisis, the late President insisted on: inspection of missile sites
in Cuba, removal of all Soviet forces from Cuba, support of free Cuban
forces both inside and outside of that country, and blocking export of
Communism in this hemisphere from Castro's bastion,

1% makes no sense to fight Communism 6,000 miles away in Yiet Name or
to protect American lives in the Dominican Republic against aggression unless
we take care of the generator of turbulence almost within sight of our

country,



Statement by Rep, Yereld R, Ford
for Olds Msmor “Open House"-—-Grand Repids, May 8, 1965

(TAPE 70 BE MESBISEERI MAIE BY APRIL B8)

Olds Mmmor, where you are gathered today, is a tribute to the Michigam
Baptist Convention and omr:‘s‘who have given of themselves and their resources
umhthonntmyeraot}lu.sthnotm-mm-ldmrrmm”.

This is a place of

spiritual, wental and
later years. |

Olds Msnore-eons of ,L-o finest facilities of its tgpe in By ehigmees
,'1
I
provides gracious living in the heart of a cify long known for its warm,
/]

/|

g
It is partieular}y significent that Olds Manor is located in the center
{h |

I
of amdmmlﬁ‘dn&nlmudmmmahwuia.
/ ,' 4

humsn qual ities.

|
'\‘

/
i

/
which hasa wtdoly-kn;lm putation as one of America's most friendly cities,

In the best jr&dition of a free Nation, this haven for senior citizens
/
is established ¢n the foundation of brotherhood and compassion,
Vg ‘
/, /

/ J
Private efterprise and individuial effort have made possible this spbmitix
iR
splendid fqéﬂ.lJS. It is roﬁuhhg in this era of growing federal government

eontnlémll}ntocu this kind of local tesmwork achieve an important
/

i |

|

| 28 |
|

|

[

¥his city 1s a much better place becsase of Olds Mamor. Grand Repids,
!m.-m«%-%ma in being the site of this friendly havem where the

yesrs can be H in dignity, in comfort; and in an atwmosphere of neighborliness



8tatement for Olds Menbr Open House Pege 2

The ministry of the Michigan Bsptist Convention and those supporting
the growth and development of Olds Manor have met a challenging opportunity
with wisdom and foresight,

To those who have joined the Olds Menor JEmdiix family, I have a
special personal wisheeeee I hope you have many years of happiness and
pleasure, comfort and joyseeee gnd, I am looking forwsrd to visiting

with you in the near future when I retumm to Michigsn,



Statement by Rep. Oerald R, Ford
May 10, 1965

Tt is particularly significant in this turbulent time of aggression
against freedom in many parts of the world that we pay tribute to the
spirit and courage of the Rumanian people.

This Tenth of Mgy traditionsl national holidsy celebration is a
living symbol of perseverance in seeking freedom while facing tremendous
obe*;acloe. .

The free world tskes a monumental pause todsy to honor the history
of Rumania where its psople can no longer commemorate this date behind
the Iron Curtain,

Although tragic circumstances silence the people in Rumania, we in
the free world send them assurance that a time of independence must
ultimately be achieved,

We join with Rumanianse, who are captive in their homeland and
must celsbrste today in theil hearts, in hoping for the dawm of a
nev time when freedom will return to their country,

* * »



Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ferd
Msy 10, 1965
Commemorating National Holiday of the Rumanian People

It is particularly significant in this turbulent time of aggression
against freedom in many parts of the world that ws pay tribute to the
spirit and courege of the Rumanian people.

This traditional national holiday celsbration is a living aymbol
of perseverance in seeking freedom while facing tremendous obstacles,

The free world takes a mouumentsl pause todsy to honor the history
of Rumania where its people can no longer commemorate this date behind
the Iron Curtain,

f1though tragic circumetances silence the people in Rumania, we
in the free world send them assurance that a time of indepenience must
ultimately be achieved,

We join with Rumaniansywho are captive in their homeleand and must
celebrate today in their hearts, in hoping for the dewn of a new time
when freedom will returm %o their country,
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Radio-tape statement by Rep, Gerald R, Ford
announcing gppointment of Rep. John W, Wydler to Committee on UGovt. Opns.

( lemimute ) May 17, 1965

The sppointment of Nassau's senior Congressman John W, Wydler to
the highly importsnt Committee on Government Operations is of major
significance not only to the citizens of his district but to the entire
Nstion,

This committes is a prims factor in seeking more streamlined snd
more efficient government at all lewvels, including the present powerful
Bxecutive arm, John Wydler comes to the committee with a highly-regardsd
reputation for his work in seeking to eliminate duplication and waste
in government,

It is extremely fortunate that a2 man of Congremsun'Wydler's ability
is svailsble for this most important position in Washington,

This is his second major committee assigrmesnt in Congress. John also
serves as a member of the Sclence and Astronsutics Committee, which has

charge of our Nation's vital national space program,



Con};rtss of the United States

Bouge of Repregentatibes

Room 417, Old Honse Gtftce Building
Washington, B. L,

J( emomm)am

Dear Mr. Meyer:

May 13, 1965

Attached is the release Mr. Wydler had
planned to ask Mr. Ford to make cone-
cerning his election to the Government
Operations Committee. He has instead
mede a personal release similar to the
attached, as he felt it would be timely
to make the announcement yesterday.

Mr. Wydler hopes Mr. Ford will make a
one minute tape announcing the appoint-
ment. Mr. Wydler will have additional
copies made and distribute them to the
radio statioms in his district. For
this purpose, Mr. Wydler thought the
first part of this release might be
helpful.

Mr. Wydler would appreciate if this could
be expedicted. rrom. Jokn W Wjdler

Bette Hoppel
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FORD NAMES WYDLER TO COMMITTEE
ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

House Minority Leader Jerry Ford (ReMichigan) today announced
that Nassau's Senior Congressman John W. Wydler (R.=-Garden City) bas
been appointed to the highly important Committee on Government Operations.
This is Congressman Wydler's second major committee assignment. He
also serves on the Science and Astronautics Committee, which has charge
of our national space program.

"The Committee on Govermnment Operations is responsible for a wide
range of Federal government activities and it is extremely fortunate

that a man of Congressman Wydler's ability is available for this position",
the Minority Leader said. "Congressman Wydler is one of the most active
supporters of establishing a new fHoover Camiission' and has introduced
legislation calling for a new study of the procedures of the Executive
Branch of the Federal govermment to elimimate duplication and waste.”

The ranking Member of the Committee om Government Operations,
Clarence Brown (R.-Ohio), called Wydler's appointment a "real plus
which will add a strong voice to the minority members of this committee
who have been pushing for a hard look at the administration of the
Executive Branch of Government."

Ford concluded "Congressman Wydler's appointment to a second major
comnittee 1s further indication of the high regard and esteem in which
he is held by the members of the House, om both sides of the aisle."

Wydler commented, “My appointment to this important committee will
give me an added opportunity to pursue my fight to eliminste waste in
government., On my very first day as a Congressman, I introduced legis-
lation to establish a new 'Hoover Comnmission'. My appointment to this
committee will give me a chance to push this legislation toward passage.
It 1s absolutely essential if we are to have g streamlined, efficient
government, and it is my intention to fight with all the force at my

command to accamplish this."



A statemsnt by Rep. Gerald R, Ford (Rebich
to the University of Michigan Young Republicam Clwb

May 13, 1965

As House Minority leaded® in Congress in the sow-called age of consensus,

I have serious personal convictions in the matter ¢f differences of opinion
end dissent in 1965 Americas

Difference of opinion creates debate and argument, But for a Republic
to survive, something grester is required of its citizens, Our need i for
responsible dissents

In the Nation's Capital, we of the Republicam Party recognise the
necessity of informsd and responsible opposition to the Johnson Administration
programs, Ve mean to fulfill our function as the Party of opposition in a
constructive and respommibls mammer,

We must all recognize a growing threat posed to our soclety and to the
country by irresponsible expressions of dissent in this time of national crisis,
specifically regarding Southeast Asia and the Dominican Republis,

It should be sufficient that our Nation's enemies know that the
overwhelming majority of Republicans in Congressdwwthe loyal oppositionews
though opposed to meny of the President's domestic programs, support him
in the matier of standing firm ageinst aggreseion, In fact, it is worth
commenting that President Johnson might wish for an equal amount of support
for his Viet Nem end Dominicen Hepublic stand from members of his own
Democratic Party.

I consider it incredibls that a source of such irresponsible modern-day
*knowenothing" dissemt, based on emotionsl disregard for the morality and
facts of the case, should spring from a very few of our university campuses,

And I consider it appalling that much of tha leadership for picketing
with snti-American slogans in what at times amounts to irresponsible mob action
comee from a very small minority of university professors purporting to
earry forward the banner of fres acadamic inquiry,

Indeed, a central purpose of universities of free inquiry in our soclety
is to prypare succeeding gererations for the assumption of responsibdilities as
citizens, Whenever our educationzl institutions fail to inculcate this sense
of responsibility in their students, ssrious trouble for the Republic lies ahead,

=MOree



Reps Oorsld R, Ford statemsnt to
U of M Young RepublicensClub C-

This has been the case throughout history, This century offers tragie
proof of the pemaltles which societiss and natioms pay for not meeting
this fundamental requirement for axistence,

During weekwend demonstrations in Washington this Spring some }eerds
placards reads "Why Die for Viet Nm7®

How many of us remember the similar question raised by irresponsible
voicee in Chamberlain's Britain, little over a century sgot "Why die fer
the Sudentanland? and "Why die for Dsnzig™

We know now, and many of us knew then, that these pacifist voices were
serving the purposes of Nazi aggressions The plcardebesrers cried for
peacd while the seeds for Buchermald and Belsen were taking roote

Today, our so-called "tescheins" and "peace" demonstrations cry for
peace=at=any«price while the seeds of Commnist atrocity take roote And
yet the appeasers speak for morality,

Others are concerned with the physical uncleanlinsss of these
irresponsible protesters, I am not so mach concerned wish their personal
byglene as with their moral sterility., For, if we condemm public apathy
towsrd victims of street crimes, what can we say of apatlyy and disinterest
regarding victims of Communist aggression$

It is, of course, an aspathy smd disinterest shown only by a =mall,
small minority of American professors and students., The so-called teachwins,
which I regret may have begun at my own University of Michigan, are not
truly representative of the Nation's university carpusess

However, it remains for responsible leaders of American higher educatiom
to make this fact unmistskably clear to our people,

The welleintentioned but unreslistic placardwcarrying merchers, who bear
no public responsibilities, cannot alter this country's policy in Viet
Nam or the Jominican Republice But a danger exists that they will bring about
a danaging loss of confidence in the aims and opsration of the ecuntry's
educationel system, Also, their words and actions may lead to a dangercus
miscalculation by the eneny of our Nation's course of present sné future
action, Such miscalculation by the Commnists in Peiping and elsewhere could
have dire consequences for all mankind,

wHOT G



Rep, Gerald R, Ford statement to
U of M Young Republicen Club e

Certainly, there must always be a place for responsible dissent and
frec inquiry on our university and college campuses, But the respect of
faculty and students for suthority snd law is essential to the d evelopment
of good citizenship,

It is not too much to expect university students to understand that
along with free academic inguiry goes responsibility to country and societye
And 1t is cortainly not too much t0 expect their professors to know and
teach that the prime master of £ ree imguiry in ge-um society did not walk
the streets of Athens carrying a placard asking "Why Die for Merathon?" when his
community was threatened,

Indeed, Socrates knew the answer, le was prepared to do battle, and if

necessary, die to preserve the freecdom of others,

As a member cf the Joint Senateeiioupe Republican Ieadership, I reassert
support of the President's pledge that our Nation will stand firm to
guarentee an evatual lesting peace,

So long as there i= Communistepromoted infiltration of South Viet Nam
or anywhere in the society of free world mations, there can be no megotiations,
And, I urge the President to makesthis unmistaksbly clear to the worlds
Agreements can only fall when the Commnists negotiate only for domination
and we negotiate only for peace,

Gerald R, Yord, M.C.
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A statement by Rep. Gerald R, Ford (R-Mich)
to the University of Michigan Young Republican Club

May 17, 1965

As House Minority Iealer in Congress in the so-called age of
consensus, I have serious personal convictions in the matter of differences
of opinion and dissent in 1965 America.

Difference of opinion creates debate and argument. But for a Republic
to survive, something greater is required of its citizens, Our need is
for responsible dissent.

We must all recognize a growing threat posed to our society and to
the county by iemwespemsdislc cxpressions of dissent in this time of national
crisis, specifically recarding Southeast Asia.

T consider it incredible that a source of e

oo dissent%ased on emotional disregard for the morality and
facts of the casef should spring from a very few of our university campuses.

And, I consider it zppalling that much of the leadership for picketing
with anti-American slogans in what at times amounts to brazen and
disobedient mob action comes from a very small minority of university
professors purporting to carry forward the banner of free academic inquiry.

Indeed, universities of free inquiry in our society have a central
purpose of preparing succeeding generations for the assumption of
responsibilities as citizens, Whenever our educetional institutions fail to
inculcate this sense of responsibility in their students, serious trouble
for the Republic lies ahead,

This has been the case throughout history. The twentieth century offers
tragic proof of the penalties which societies and nations pay for failing

to meet this fundamental requirement for existence.

Aot
Today, our so-called "’oeach-ins“ and "peace" demonstrations % az"

\Wm seeds of Communist atrocity take rootw

It is, of course, an apathy and d:!.smterest shown only by a small, small
minority of American professors and students and are not truly representative

e i oy el ~a—
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of the Nation's university campuses. However, it remains for responsible
leadsrs of American higher education to meke this fact unmistakably clear
to our people.

~MmOTe=



A statement by Rep, Osrald R, Ford (ReMich)
to the University of Michigan Young Republican Clubd

May 17, 1965

As House Minority Leader in Congress in the so=called age of consensus,

I have serious personal convictions in the mstter of differences of opiniom
and dissent in 1965 America.

Differences of opinion crestes debates and argument, But for a Rspublie
to survive, something greater is required of its citizems, Our need is for
responsible dissent,

We must all recognize a growing threat posed to our socisty and to ths
country by unfounded Pemy®essions of dissent In this time of national crisis,
specifically regarding Southeast Aslae

I consider it Ineredible that a source of dissent based on emotional
disregard for the morality and facts of the nase should epring from a very
few of our university campuses,

Andy I consider it appalling that much of the leadership for picketimg
with antieAmerican slogams in what at times amounts to brazen and disobeiiemt
mob action comes from a very small minority of umiversity professors purporting
to carry forward the banner of fgee academic inquiry.

Indeed, universities of free ingniry in cur scciety have a central purpomse
of prepering succeoding generations for the assumption of responsibilities as
citizens, Vhenever our educational institvutions faill to inculcate this sense
of responsibility in their students, serious trouble for the Republic
lies ahead,

This has been the case throughcut history. The 20th ocentury ofiers tragis
proof of penalities which societies and nations pay for failing to meet this
fundamental requirement for existence,

Today our sosecalled "taacheins" and "peace” demonstrztions come szt a time
when the seeds of Communist atrocity take root in Viet Nem, Cuba and other parts
of the world to threaten freedom,

The dissent 1= shown by only a small, small minority of American professore
and students, It is not truly representative of the Nstion's iniversity campuses,
ligwever, it remsins for responsible lesiers of American higher esincation to
‘meke this fact wmistakably clear to our psople,
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Statement by Rep. Gerald R, Ford (R=Mich)
on proposed reduction of excise taxes
Mgy 17, 1965 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Republicans favor a reduction of excise taxes which were initially
levied as a wartime emergency measure.

If we are to have this reduction in revenue, we must also find a way
to reduce non-defense spending to a comparable amount in order to maintain
fiscal responsibility.

It must be kept in mind that the United States is committed militarily
in two theaters of conflict 6,000 miles aparte And, there are indica ions
that Communist aggression may break out elsewhers in the world,

Our Nation must remain strong and ready to meet any emergency in the
battle against Communism. Therefore, we must maintain a fiscal position which
wiIl be the foundation for a measured, meaningful military effort at smost
any moment. J

Congress should carefully weigh the need}\for a 8L billion excise tax

aro
reduction smGvimmsimlwe without a cutback in non-defense spendingAwhen the
Nation is takir}g a carefully calculaj;ed military stand agzinst the forces

of Communist aggression in two hemispheres,

e B
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Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford (R-Mich.) FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
on proposed reduction of excise taxes.

May 17, 1955

Repubilicans faver a reductlion of excise taxes which were initially
levied as e wartime emergency measure,

If we are to have this reduction in revenua, we must also find a way
to reduce non-defense spending to a comparable amount in order to maintain
fiscal responsibility.

It nust be kept in mind that the United States is committed militarily
in two theators of conflict, 6000 miles epart. And, there are indications
that Communist aggression may break out elsewhere in the world.

Our Nation must remain strong and ready to meet any emergaancy in the
battie against Communism. Therefore, we must maintain a fiscal position
which will be the foundation for a measured, meaningful military effort at
almoast any moment.

Congress should carefully weigh the need for a $4 billion excise tax
reduction without a cutback in non-defense spending at a time when the
Nation is taking a carefully calculated military stand against the forces

of Communist aggression in two hemispheres,
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Radio-tape statement by Rep. Uerald R, Ford
announcing gppointment of Rep, John W, Wydler to Committee on Govt. Opns.

( 1-minute ) May 17, 1965
@ TR \.ww'ﬁ o
Q}J %appointment of Nassau's §enior Congressman)John We Wydlerl to
& M ua% . m }
the highly importent Committee on Government Operations ./is of major
significance not only to the citizens of his district but to the entire
Nation.

This committee is a prime factor in seeking more streamlined and
more efficient government at all levels, including the present powerful
Executive arm, John Wydler comes to the committee with a highly-regarded
reputation for his work in seeking to eliminate duplication and waste
in government.

It is extremely fortunate that 2 man of Congresman'Wydler's ability
is available for this most important position in Washington.

This is his second major committee assignment in Congress. John also

serves as a member of the 8cience and Astronautics Committee, which has

charge of our Nation's vital national space program,



Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford (R-Mich) May 18, 1965
on President's labor-management message to Congress

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Congress must not rubber-stamp President Johnson's far-reaching
proposals in his labor-management message. Full Congressional hearings must
be held because of the serious issues involved such as the President's
proposed repeal of Section 14(b) of the Taft-Hartley Act.

The President's proposals for extending the minimum wage need careful
analysis as to their impact on inflation, unemployment, poverty, and small
business.

I have serious doubts about the workability of selected application of
double pay for overtime, as does both labor and industry.

Obviously, Republicans will support, or offer as alternatives to, any
proposals that will legitimately strengthen our economy and assist workers who
need a minimum protection of government.

We shall oppose impositions by the federal government that injure our
economy, indirectly hurt our laboring people, or nullify proper responsibili-
ties of the 50 states.

Also, it is regrettable that the President ignored the problems of agri-
cultural labor in his message to Congress. The need for farm laborers in
many parts of our country is acute. The Administration could help alleviate
this situation if 1t chose.
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Telephone statement for radio station WGTC Winter Haven, Florida
(293-14103)
May 20, 1965

This week the President boldly ignored the problems of adequate
agricultural worker supply in his labor-management to Congress. At that time
I emphasized that he had the problems facing growers in many states.

While Florida alone have suffered an estimated four million dollar
loss so far this year because of +hortage of harvesters, the Johnson Administration
continues to ignore the situation.

Seeretary of Lsbor Wirtz is delinquent in his duty by stubbornly refusing
to accept a sensibie solution to the tragic lack of skilled labor for harvesting.

While thousands of workers are available in Mexico, the Secretary of Labor

" blandly refuses to perform his duty not only to the American consumers but

> — e : - %
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to the growers and the free ente@ri.se sys tem.

Republican Congressman Edward Gurney of Florida has introduced a bill that
would take away the present iron-fisted and dictatorial power of the Labor
Secretarye. lhe bill would permit states to Bandle the manpower=shortage
problem in cooperation with growers and farmers., Ed's proposed law demands
immediate approval by the Congress.

Meanwhile, the President, his Democrat Administration and Secretary Wiftz
continue to ignore this tragic situation in which citrus and many other crops
are going to waste because skilled, avilable workers are prohibited from
harvesting them,

=more=
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WoTO RADIO FLORIDA STATEMENT 2=

Today's problems are especially regrettable in view of action taken
by the Democrat-controlled Congress ;-:hich gbolished the "bracero™ lawWscecoe
this provided that Mexican nationals be admitted temporarily to the United
States to perform a valuable service,.

In killing the law, the Democrat-controlled Congress placed almost
unlimited dictatorial powers in the hands of the Administration and the
Secretary of Labor.

It is a travesty on justice, a violation of responsibility and a
shame that the Administration refuses to remedy the present tragic situstion
in Florids, California, Michigan and other stateses...the American people

and the growers deserve better treatmente



Telephone statement for radio station WOTO Winter Haven, Florids
(293-h103)
May 20, 1965

This week the Fresident boldly ignored the problems of adequate
agriocultural worker supply in his lsbor-managemsnt to Congress. At that time
I emphasised that he had doged the problsms facing growers in many states.

While Florids gfgwers alone hsve suffered an estimated four million dollar
lose so far this yemr becmse of +m of harvesters, the Jomnson Administrati
continmes to ignore the situation,

Secretary of Labor Wirts is delinquent in his duty by stubbornly refusing
to accept a somsible solution to the tragic lack of akilled labor for harvesting.

While thousands of workers are avallsbls in Mexico, the Secretary of Labor
blandly refuses to psrform his duty not only to the American consumers but
to the growers and the free enterprise systems

Republican Congressman Bdwerd Curney of Florids has introduced a bill that
would tsice sway the present iron=fisted and dictatorial power of the Lsbor
Secretary, The bill would permit states to pandle the manpowerwshortage
problem in cooperation with growers and farmere, Bd's proposed law demands
immediate approval by the Congress,.

Moanwhile, ths President, his Democrat Administration and Secretary Wirts
contimue to ignore this tragic situatiom in which citrus and many other crops
are going to waste because skilled, avilable workers are prohibited from

harvesting them,
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Today's problems are especially regrettsble in view of action taken
by the Democratecontrolled Congress which gholished the "bracero® M¥Weesese
this provided that Mexican nationals be admitted temporarily to the United
States %o perform a valuabls service,

In killing the law, the Democrat-controlled Congress placed almost
unliwited dictatorial povers in the hands of the Administration and the
8gcretary of Labor,

It i3 a travesty on justice; s violation of responsibility and a
shams that the Administration refuses to remsdy the present tragic situstion
in Norida, C-1lifornia, Michigan and other statesess..the Americsn people

and the growers deserve better treatmsnt,



May 20, 1965
The Record of House Republicams 1965

Working together with a spirit of optimism, House Republicans have
battled overwhelming 2 to 1 odds in voting etrength while at the same time
becoming a united, articulate, creative, hard-working, and dynamic tesm in
Congress.

Since the elsction of Rep, Jerald R, Ford of Michigan as House Mincrity
Leader Jommary i this year, Republicens have organised snd distributed theis
strength, created meaningful proposed legislation, won national attention for
their efforts, brought a strong new sense of responsibility to Congress, md
given the Party a victory outlook,

The Republican team is operating on the philesophy of Ford, who detailed
the gnidelines shortly after his election sayings "We cannot sccept the idea
that the duty of the opposition party is simply to oppose. This 1s too narrow
md too negative a formlation of responsibility."

Pord also salds "We must do more than respond to ths initiatives of the
Adninistration, We mmst offer alternative measures to cope with national problems,
We must press for sction to deal with the problems to which the Administration
is blind or indifferent,

"Our duty, as we comcelve 1t, is to exert whatever influence we can to
guides ths Nation toward the goals of freedomy security, peace, and well-baing
with fiscal responsibility,”

Major accomplishments includes

1, Establishment of the Republican Coordinating Committes with the goals
of broadening the a dvisory base off national party policy, setting up task forces
to study and make recommendations for deasling with the problems facing the nstion,
and to stimnlate commnisation among members of the party and others.

2, Formtion of the Planning and Research Committce, » major inmnovation
to mobilise constructive Republican activity in developing long-term solutions to
national problems,



House GOP Reacoprd .

3+ Orgmnisation of a Task Force operation with a specisl steff to
conduct research in depth in many areas, including foreign policy,
economic affairs, agriculture; congressionsl reform and inplementation
of the 196} party platform,

L. Reshaping the Policy Comuittee to handle the dayetoedsy job
of formulating decisions on current legislative proposals facing House decision:

Se Broadening the base of operstions snd strategically deploying
strength, sbility and wisdom by providing that no Bepublican member can
gerve as the ranking represantative on two committees at the same time,

6, Strengthening the Whip organization,

7. Bottering the organization of smpleyees and adding experienced
specialists in many fields,

8, Pormulating legislstive propossls that offer more fiscallye
responsible plams fors assisting economically distresssd areas, provl&l.w
health cars for senlor citizens, aldewtoweducation, providing a comprehensive
mmd effective remedy in the area of voting righis, offering foreign ald on
m "earn and desarve® basis,

9, Support of the Adwinistration's foreign policy in Southsgst Asias
and the Dominican Republicww-and in s0 doing placed the nationd interest
shead of partisan politics while the President’s own Damocrat spokesmen
violently oppose him,

Republican growing unity in the House is highlighted in many waye.
Two prime examples are voting secords on important national issues,

In the first rollwcsll of the 89th Congrees, Republicans were
unanimons in voting against 26lling swrplus food to Col Masser of the Argd
Republic,

Republicans, with only 10 dissenting, etood together in voting to
substitnte the Byrnes BI11 fop the Administrabion's medicare schemes

While working as a comstructive, unitedp creative team, House
Republicans have given much more of themselves than thay receive, treveling
the country strengthening the ranks of the Party in preparation for a victory
effort in the 1966 elections.

Although a Demoorat~controllsd Congress under the iron fist of the
President has rammsd through lsgislation that is long on quarlty sand short
ouqnnw. Republicans serve the manmwmmamn

w & Cnclintls;
/%é o oniy b it
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Althougn a Democratecontrolled Congress under the iron-fist of
the m-mm:—-Mhmmumtummmuwm
shart on quality, Bepublicans heemEmalielscmssiss serve the Anerican
elsctorste by providing tisshschenmitrelmces objective, responsible
opposition in the form of constructive alternative legislative proposils.
Republicans in the House are workinge-- earning the respect
of voters in all 50 states.




Rep. Gerald R Ford (R-Mich.), House Minority Leader, will
testify at a Judiciary subcommittee hearing Wednesday, May 26,
in Room 2141 Rayburn Building on proposed legislation that would
make the assassination, or attempted assassination, of the Pres-
ident and Vice President a federal crimes

Ford is scheduled to begin his testimony at approximately

10:15 a.m.



STATEMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE GERALD R FORD
COMIMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Re: Legislation to make the
asgassination of the President

a Federal crime

May 26, 1965

Mr. Chairman,
The President's Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy,
on which the previous witness, my good friend Representative Hale Boggs,
and I were privileged to serve, found that "there was no Faderal criminal
jurisdiction over the assassination of President Kernedy." (Report, p. 454.)
This fact was dramatically demonstrated to the Commission when we
heard testimony concerning activitiss at the hospital following the President's
death. When it was proposed to transfer his body to Washington, local
officials insisted that certain papers bte filled out and that an autopsy
be performed within the State in which the death occurred.
This would have meant a delay of hours or possibly days at a time
when the Presidential party was trying to return as quickly as possible
to Washingten, both for the safety of President Johnson and for the
comfort of Mrs. Kennedy.
Presidential staff members who were present decided that they would
proceed to remcve the body from the hospital without permission of local
or State officials. We were told that as the casket was being wheeled
through the hall one of the local officials shouted very loudly, "You

can't do that; you can't leave here now."

Notwithstauding this insistence,
the casket was hurried into an ambulance and driven to the airfield.

This embarrassing and disagreeable scene could have been avoided had
the legislation which we are considering today been in effect. It seems to
me that this is one, but only one, of the reasons why the assassination, or
the attempted assassination, of the President should be made a Federal crime.

In the course of my participation and the extensive iInvestigation by
the Warren Commission into the assassination of President Kennedy, it became

cléar that such legislation was long overdue and would prcduce several

significant advantages.

PRESENT LAW
Under present law, it is a Federzl offense to deposit in the mails any
letter or other document containing a threat, or otherwise to make any

threat, against the President, the Vice-President, or other officer next
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in order of succession to the office of the President, the President-elect,
or the Vice-President-elect. (18 U.S.C. 871.) It is also a Federal crime
to conspire to injure any Federal officer, on account of, or while he is
engaged in, the lawful discharge of the duties of his office. {18 U.S.C. 372.)
In addition, to advocate the overthrow of the Government by the assassination
of its officers is a Federal offense. (18 U.S.C. 2385.) But a direct attack
upon the President, or even his murder, has never been as such a crime under
Federal law. That is to say, 'unless there has been a conspiracy, or
an advocacy of the overthrow of the Government, there is no Felleral
jurisdiction, so that, as the Warren Report cencluded, "...once it
became reasonably clear that the killing was the act of a single persom,
the State of Texas had exclusive jurisdiction." (Report, p. 454.)

The murder of numerous other Federal cfficials has long been a
Federal crime. Section 1114 of Title 18 of the United States Code makes
it a Federal offense to kill Federal Judges, U.S. Attorneys and Marshals,
and many other specifically designated officials, while engaged in, or on
account of, the performance of their official duties.

It should be noted that in all these cases, there is a Federal offense
only 1f the official has been killed while engaged in, or on account of,
the performance of his official duties. This "line of duty" requirement is
probably necessary for the exercise of Federal jurisdiction as to such
officials, but the courts have been fairly liberal in interpreting what
conduct falls within this provision of the statute. There have also been
several cases under this and a parallel statue, holding that it is not
even necessary for the offender to kaow that the victim was a Federal
officer engaged in the performance of his official duties, but the
majority rule and the sounder view, seems to be that such knowledge is

essential to show a Federal offense.

BASTIS FOR FEDERAL JURISDICTION

The basic reason for making the assassination of the President a
Federal crime is that essentially it is an offense against the United States
Government, in two important respects. First, grave injury is done to the
functioning of the Govermmert, which may threaten the welfare of the
entire country. As Senator George F.Hoar put it over 60 years ago in
Congressional debate on a similar bill:

"...What this bill means to punish is the crime of interruption

of the Government of the United States and the destruction of its
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security by striking down the life of the person who is actually in

the exercise of the executive power, or of such persons as have been

constitutionally and lawfully provided to succeed thereto in case of

a vacancy. It is important to this country that the interruption

shall not take place for anm hour....”" (35 Cong. Rec. 2431 (1902),

quoted in Report, pp. 455-56.)

That such interruption may cause grave anxiety is amply demonstrated by
the tense hours the nation experienced in November of 1963, and also by
the concern over the health of President Johnson and Speaker McCormack
until the office of Vice-President was filled again.

Secondly, in most cases, the reason for such attacks is anger at the
manney in which the President performs his official functions, or hostility
toward the office of President or the United States Government or the
American system of democracy. It is certainly the concern of the Federal
Government to try to prevent, to guard against, and to punish criminal conduct

performed out of such motivation.

ADVANTAGES

The change in the present law that would be affected by the proposed
legislation would produce several significant advanteges.

Primary responsibility and final authority for the investigation
and prosecution of any attacks on the life of the President would be
placed in the hands of Federal authorities. The actual investigation of
offenses covered by the statute would be conducted by Federal law enforcement
officials; particularly tﬁe FBI, with the assistance c¢f the Secret Service.
Where the assistance of State or local agencies proved necessary or
desirable, it would be under the direction of the Federal agencies involved.
This would ensure that resources and facilities of the Federal gencies
would be immedlately available for a complete and thorough investigation.
"At present, Federal agencies participate only upon the sufferance of the
local authorities." (Report, p. 456.) In addition, clear Federal jurisdiction
would minimize the possibility of embarrassment or conflict in dealing with
local authorities, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover testified beforz the Warren
Commission that, at the time of President Kennedy's assasgination, "...the
failure to have jurisdiction was extremely embarrassing,”" (V Hearings, 115)
and legd to confusion in the subsequent investigation by Federal and
local authorities. (Report, p. 546.) In addition, the Commission

itself experienced some difficulty in its work, for example, the
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unauthorized and premature release of documents and information, which
might have been prevented, had Federal authorities been in control.

The threat to the national security of the United States, when the
President has been assassinated, may be very serious. The careful
assessment of this danger, and taking of whatever steps may be necessary,
will be greatly facilitated by allowing the Federal Govermment to
supervise all stages of the investigation and handling of the case.

In particular, as Secret Service Chief James J. Rowley pointed out (Comm.
Ex. 1030; vol. XVIII, pp. 830-31), the possibility of a conspiracy and
any further threat to the President should be explored and eliminated as
quickly as possible, This is the particular concern of the Federal
agencies which have general responsibility for the President's protection.
If it should ever become necessary, the Federal Governmment could

exercise exclusive jurisdiction over the entire investigation, so that
information obtained could be kept confidential until its reliability

and significance could be fully determined, thus preventing unfcunded
rumors and unnecessary public confusion.

The detention and protection of any suspects would, under the proposed
legislation, be the responsibility of Federal law enforcement officers.

Mr. Hoover testified before the Commission that '"If we had had jurisdiction,
we would have taken custody of him (Oswald) and I do not believe he would
have been killed by Rubenstein.'" (V Hearings, 115.) As he stated,

",..the killing of Oswald has created a great fog of speculation that will
go on for years, because of the things that Oswald might have been able

to tell which would have been of assistance in pinning down various

phases of this matter.'" As one of our most capable law enforcement agenciles,
the FBI could do much to ensure the safety of possible defendants.

Furthermore, the fact of Federal custody would ensure that the
questioning of the suspegt would be under the direction cf Federal
authoritlies., In Dellas, FBI and Secret Service agents did not have
control over the questioning of Oswald, and at times were merely observers;
they were not even present when the interrogation of Ogwald began. As
Chief Curry admitted, the conditicns in the Dallas jail were hardly
éonducive to effective questioning. (Report, p. 200.) In addition,

J. Edgar Hoover pointed out that if scme of the evidence had been kept
secret and Oswald had been confronted with it in his interwogation, he

might have broken and confessed. (V Hearings, 116.) Finally, the
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facilities of the FBI would have made it more likely that recordings or
transcripts of the interrogation sessions would have been made.

The precedures and practice of the Federal agencies would also be
well calculated to protect the legal rights of any suspect. It is the
practice of the FBI, Mr. Hoover testified, to inform every prisoner of
his right to remain silent and to have an attorney; he is also examined
by a reputable local physician both before and after his questioning.
(V Hearings, 116.) Federal luw requires that when a person is arrested
he be brought before a commissioner promptly; "...in a case like Oswald's,
(this) would probably have been done within 4 or 5 hours." (V Hearings, 116.)
In addition, it is highly unlikely under Federal procedures that a suspect's
right to a fair trial would be prejudiced by the release of incorrect or
inadmissible information, Last April, the Attorney General issued a
statement of policy concerning the release of information by personnel
of the Department of Justice relating to criminal proceedings. (28 C.F.R. 50.2.)
Under the guldelines there established, much of the information which might
have unfairly prejudiced a jury against Oswald would never have been released,
As it was, much unreliable and actually false information was announced
by local officials in frequent press conferences. Mr. Hocver testified that
he was so concerned that he asked his agent in charge in Dallas to personally
go to Chief Curry and insist that he not go on the air any more until
the case was resolved. (V Hearings, 115.) As he explained, '"We have
always adopted the policy in the Bureau of no comment until we have the
warrant and make the arrest. Then a release is prepared briefly stating
what the facts are, what the written complaint says,....and that ends it."
(Ibid.) Finally, the Federal courts may take measures to protect the
defendant from undue publicity. Under Rule 21 (a) of the Federal Rules
of Criminal Procedure, "if the court is satisfied that there exists in
the district or dividion where the prosecution is pending so great a
prejudice against the defendant that he cannot obtain a fair and impartial
trial in that district or division,” the court must transfer the proceeding
to another district or division. The court is also empowered, within its
“discretion, to grant a continuance of the trial or to impanel a new set of
jurors.

SUPPORT FOR THE LEGISLATION

The Report of the President's Commission on the Assassination of

President Kennedy recommended that Congress adopt legiélation which would
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make the assassination of the President, the Vice-President or other person
next in order of succession, the President-elect, or the Vice-President-elect,
a Federal crime. (Report, p. 26; cf. p. 455.) The Director of the FBI,

J. Edgar Hoover, strongly supports such legislation. (Report, p.456;

V Hearings 115; Comm. Ex. 866, vol. XVII, p. 860.) The Chief of the

Secret Service, James J. Rowley, equally favors this recommendation.

(V Hearings, p. 483; Comm. Ex. 1030, vol. XVIII, p. 830.)

FORM OF THE LEGISLATION

Without going into the particular provicicns of the bills before the
committee, I would like to indicate the areas I think the legislation
should cover. The precise form of the final bill will depend on the extent
to which these purposes require modification of the existing laws.

The bill should cover the President, Vice~Fresident or other person
next in order of succession, the President-elect, the Vice-President-elect,
and any person lawfully acting as President. This would eliminate the
need for any ''line of duty" restriction, since ''the activities of the
victim at the time an assassinaticn occurs and the motive for the assassination
bear no relationship to the injury to the United States which follows
from the act." (Report, p. 455.) (In the Senate-House conference on
the 1502 bill, which was not passad, it was agreed nc such restriction was
needed for the President or Vice-President. (36 Cong. Rec. 2407 (1902),
cited in Report, p. 852, n. 222.) The same reasoning should eliminate
any requirement that the offender know that hils victim is one of the
officers within the bill: the harm to the United States is the same;
also, it may be impossible to tell for come time whether the attacker
knew the identity of his victim, and Fedemal jurisdiction should not be
questioned because of this uncertainty.

The legislation should cover not only premeditated murder, but
also any killing or assault or kidnaping, or any attempt or conspiracy
tc commit any of these acts, since they also present serious danger to
the functioning of the Government and the welfare of the country.

The punishment provided for offenses under this statute shculd be
modeled on the general Federsgl murder and manslaughter penalties (18 U.S.C.
1111, 1112), which ere also applicable to the present statute protecting
Federal officers (18 U.S.C. 1114). For kidnaping, it would be desirable
to provide an optional death penalty if the victim is not returmed alive.

For assault, of course, the penalty need not be so eevere; it could be
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modeled on the general statute against assault on Federal officerxrs (13 U.S.C.
111y, and should provide a more serious penalty for the use of a dangeroue
weapon, as does that statute.

There is already a generzl provision whereby the Attorney General may
grant rewards of up to $25,000 for information leading to the arrest cr
conviction (or death in course of apprechension) of persons violating
the laws of the United States or any State, (18 U.S.C. 3059.) The
committee may wish to authorize larger rewards for the present legislationm,
but it seems unnecessary to make the Attorney General's discretion in
this matter unreviewable. It may also be advisable to make local, State
and Federal officers and employees eiigible for such rewards, so that
they may be compensated in appropriate cases.

The legislation should also provide authority for the Federal Government
to exercise exclusive jurisdiction for offenses under this statute, wherever
it decides this is advisable, at the discretion of the President or his

successor, or the Attorney General.

T
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Statement issued by Mr. Reedy May 27, 1965 M '&“‘1.)

M‘.Q

The Presideat met with bi-partisam Congressional leaders at
1017 a.». to review with them the international situation or a
far-ranging scele. It was one of m periodic meetings to keep
Congress informed of all develepments wffecting the polici(es) of
this govermment.

Secretary Rusk and Sectccai-y McNamara briefed the leaders on
the world situation. The two Seeretaries covered the political
and wmilitary situation in Southeast Asia, including Viet-Nam, in
furope, in Africa and in Latin America, including the Dominican
Republic., Mr. Bundy reviewed for the leaders his trip to the
Dominican Republican and the conclusions drawn therefrom. The
menbers of Congress were given a full opportunity to question the
officials who had briefed them and to make suegestions. The floor
1~nivrsvleft at 11:4% to open the segsion and the others remained

for a further question and answer session.





