The original documents are located in Box C52, folder “Presidential Handwriting,
11/17/1976” of the Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential
Library.
Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Digitized from Box C52 of The Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 17, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR:

RON NESSEN

FROM:

JIMCONNO~~
Article in SUN TIMES by
Bob Greene

SUBJECT:

The President reviewed the attached memorandum £ron Secretary
Rumsfeld and made the following notation:
''This was beautiful and widely reprinted.
Would it be appropriate to write him a very nice
thank you? "
Please follow-up with appropriate action.

cc: Dick Cheney
Robert Linder
Attachment:
Memo from Secretary Rumsfeld
dated 11/11/76 re: Article from SUN TIMES
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301

INFORMATION
November 11, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR:

THE

PRESIDENT

Attached is a column from the November 4, Sun Times
by Mr. Bob Greene, which you and your family ought
to see. From what I have been hearing, it represents
the views of a tremendous number of Americans.
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. CHKAGO SUN-TIMES, Tlo11rs., Nn. 4, 1976

;·'rogethe.
in defea·
Standing side by side in th,.
White House press room
Wednesday, the entire Ford
family sadly but courage
ously accepts defeat. Hu
voice almasl gone after rig·
orous campaigning in the
last few weeks, President
Ford asked his wile, Belly
to read the conce55ion tele·
gram congratulating Jimmy
Carter ''on your victory.
lined up behind the fim
Lady are (1. to r.) -Steve.
the President, S u sa n, M•chael, Mrs. Michael F o r d
and Jack. (AP)

Loser quite a man
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Thanks, /VIr. Fore/- we neetlecl thaJ'.
Dear Mr. Ford ;_
These must be among the most trying hours
ol your life, and I hope this letter is not an
Intrusion. Losing the Presidency is a hurt that
only ahandful ol men will ever know, and no
one besides yourself can understand the per·
1101181 sorrow that you are feeling now.
But I wanted to write - liS one ol many
Americans who are not very Interested m pol·
ttics and who are not registered members of
either political party - to say thanks. Thanks
for bein~ there when we all needed you.
You did not seek the Presidency when it
was handed to you. You were the middleman
in a crisis the like ol which we may n~,·er see
again. The rest of us could feel relief when
your predecessor left office; whil~ we talked
Mbout how the bad rimes wen~ over. you alone
raced the burden of trying to put us all hark
together again.
Before you came to offke. you said you never would tun for rhe Presidency on your own.
You changed your mind soon after entering
the White House, but It would be hard to
blame you for that. Only .J6 other pcr-;ons in
the hiStOry Of thiS nation Shared with \OU the
experience of being Prestdent: tt i• not hard
to imagine that the lure of wanting 11 some
more is an enticement hardly any man could
resist.
IN THE FIRST MINUTES of ~ our Presl·

Bob

Greene
dency, you said that you realized that you had
nor been elected by our votes. You asked that,
in the absence or our hallots, you could h~ve
our prayers. You wished aloud that your predecessor and his family could find personal
peace: you said that the long national night·
mare was over.
We out here in the coWJtry were moved by
your speech that day. But w~ all ha\'e short
memories; within months we were treating
you the same way we have treated all of our
modem Presidents. It is probably good, this
mtense scrutlny and_ easy criticism. · for it
helps make a President realize that his con·
>tituency is, indeed, paytn~ !'luse ar.tention.
But in your case wt> went our of our way to let

vou know we did nor

...gard

VrtiJ i!S

an un~

nawed man.
So we made the jokes. and the nasty
cracks. and the mnuendos. 11 wasn't ·Just the
editorial cartoomsts and the polittcal colum·
ntsts: so many of us JOmed m the glee at

laughing every time you displayed a physocal
clumsiness, making jokes ahout your uneasy
way with words and snickering over what we
were led to believe was your lack of intellect.
That you were an athlete: that you were a
discerning survivor of the political infighting
or the Congress: that you were an attorney
graduating near the top ot your law school
class at Yale University; those things did not
tmpress us. Now you were the President, and
Presidents are the biggest targets we have.
BY TilE TIME this election season came
around, it was fashionable to portray you as a
bumbling clown. How this may have dffectt)(J
you as a human v.e didn't much care. You
were the President, and that Is how we have
been conditioned to treat our Pl'esidenrs in
the second half uf the 20th Century.
So you must be nursing hurts that you nev·
er expected. You will be leaving the White
House soon. perhaps leaving Washington. And
now perhaps i! is the right time to say the
words to you that v.·e didn't ever say before.
You were a victim of circumstances. We all
were vicums of C ifClJm:itan~es. of the r'iaiicn·

al crushing o! the spirit that was brought
about by your predecessor. It wus a little eas·
ier for us to be \'ictims. though: we could
merely complatn and nor he forced to do any·
thing. about tt.
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You, though-you had the joh of hegmnu _
the healing. And you did it.
TWO YEARS AGO, It seemed at times un
possible that we could e,·er be a nation thn·
could smile again. That we could ever Ill'
people who felt good about ourselves. Bu·
somehow it began to tum around. And you.
more than anyone else, did it. In a quiet. lo\•
key way, you made sure we koew that tl"
White House was not a place of uncleanlim· •
any more. You made sure that we knew th;,
a President could, indeed, still be a ca rite,
man worthy_ or ou,r trust. You helped ge•
us out. .. ·... '
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I don't want to talk about the resulis n•
Tuesday night's balloting. As I said at tl
beginning of this letter, there are many or t''
who do not spend ,·ery much time thtnkitt.
.1bout political matters. and it is best to leJ''
the political analysis to those who make 4
career of that.
rhis is just a note or gratitude lor helpu1~
.til or us find a pence that . lor awhile. seem£·• I
destined never to be ours again. Yfay you and
your o»n famtl) find peace. 100. We can n•''
r rep3y yo:>u for the service you gave to your
rountrymen when we needt)(J It most. It ''
cftfficult to put our feelin~s Into words. hu•
please know that the feelings are rh~re. • r•!
that we "'ill not forget.
Thank you, Mr. President.
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