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THE: WHITE HOlJSE: 

WASH I NG·rOI'II 

October 27, 1976 

MEMOAANDUM FOR: DICK CHENEY 

FROM: JACK 

Jeno Paulucci requests that the 
personally to the President. I 
message conveying his warm view 
President and regrets which are 

a tached be passed 
as sent a parsonal 

on behalf of the 
expresscu. 

He advises that he will be working quiet~y on his 
behalf but not publicly for the reasons assiqned 
in the letter. 

• 
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Hon. Gerald R. Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

I write this Friday moming, 
the 22nd, Mr. President ...... 

October ?2, 1976 

• • • • • before your debate. I am sending it in care of Henry Ca!hen. I om 
also enclosing a check made out to the Republican National Committee. 
However, the purpose of this letter is not to say I am sending money. That's 
easy to do. What I want to bring to your attention is my very sincere regret 
that I could not in good conscience support you publicolly. Privately yes, 
but not publically. 

In order to rnake arrangements to join your campaign publically I arranged o 
leave of absence from the ltalion American Foundation. I got a lot of criticism 
from some of the Directo~, in fact one staunch Republican sent me the 
following me~soge:-- · 

"I vote ~e. However, I om concerned that your active 
campaigning and subsequent return to Board as Chairman 
moy interfere with the n~m-political image which the 
Foundation should maintain~~! . 

Notwithstanding all the pre11sure, I was prepared to be in Washington lost 
Wednesday 1 20th. 

.~ 

' 
However, Mr. President, I hope you will understand the situation I found myself 
in. I om an extreme loyalist, as I know you are. I just couldn•t come out 
publicolly for Gerola Ford as much as I wonted to because it would have been 
a slop in the Face to my Qc;od friend for some 20 years now, Fritz Mondale. 
You can't sit in a 14 foot boat for days on end fishing plus being a friend of 
many years and then public:ally denounce the ticket that your good friend is on. 

For years I have told Fri.tz Mondale he is way too liberal, so I do not e5pouse 
his political philosophy, but he is a good personal friend. 

U()t\;1 (' AUf 14'' ·"· If.!: Ill""!;.-:. 
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Page -2-
Hon. Gerald R. Foro 
October 22, 1976 

JFP/gb 
Encl. 

There is no doubt in my mind you are going to be the victor on November 2nd. 
Therefore, my loyalty to a friend has made me sacrifice being in the winner's 
circle with you. I know what that means, for I am a political realist. You 
are going to be in the White House for another eight years. I will be on the 
outside looking in, but it was a dechion I had to make from my heart -not 
from my head. I know I will regret it over the years to come •. Hod Jimmy 
Carter given me a reason to become totally angry where I would have had 
absolute justification for attacking him - not Mondole - the decision would 
have been eosi er ••• and yet I stif I don't know whether or not I would have 
violated a friendship. 

Therefore, regretfully I give you this explanation. You are a great man. You 
are going to moke a great Pre-;ident during the next eight years. Privately we 
are all supporting you. Publically I uld tA 

Kindest regards. 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Copy of this is upstairs with 
Terry O'Donnel with Telephone 
Recommendation . 

• 



October 4, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE 
Washington, D.C. 20230 

Subject: Proposal by Jeno F. Paulucci to establish 
The President's Council for Business 
Responsibility 

It is my understanding that you recently met with 
Mr. Paulucci to discuss his proposal to involve the 
American business community more directly in meeting the 
social challenges facing our Nation, particularly in the 
urban areas. I believe that Mr. Paulucci's business 
responsibility council concept has considerable merit. 
As you know, members of my staff have been working with 
Mr. Paulucci and the people he has recommended to develop 
his concept into a pilot effort. While I believe that 
the proposal has merit, I would recommend against any 
official endorsement of Mr. Paulucci's proposal at this 
time by yourself or your Administration for the following 
reasons: 

• Any public announcement this close to the 
election could politicize a program which 
is intended to be bipartisan in nature--
and which would have to be viewed as 
non-political in order to gain an appropriate 
base of support. 

• Some additional time should be constructively 
used to refine further Mr. Paulucci's proposal, 
particularly with regard to the important 
coordination aspects, i.e., interface with the 
National Alliance of Businessmen, State and 
city Governments, and with regard to the 
problem of developing an administrative 
framework capable of assuring appropriate 
accountability • 

• 



I would therefore suggest that in your further 
conversation with Mr. Paulucci you thank him for his 
thoughtful and constructive business involvement 
proposal, stressing the need to minimize any possible 
appearance of political motivation and the need to iron 
out organizational details--hence the need for some 
delay in getting the full program going. If you agree, 
we will continue to work on the pilot effort that members 
of my staff are now developing with Mr. Paulucci and 
those he has designated. 

Elliot L. Richardson 

• 
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