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·n-1 E Vl H l T E H 0 U S E 

TELEPHOYE COI':VEH.S.-\TIO>: '·1/ITH SE!'\ATOR HC;.JPHREY 
Thursday, Septernber 7, 197b 

From' Brent Scowcroft /b 
1. PURPOSE 

To reen<pbasize the importance of Congressional approval of the 
U.S. Turkish Defense Cooperation iuzreement and your support 
for hearings this month on the A:;sreement before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

II. BA€;KGROUND 

You submitted the US-Turkish D~fense Cooperation Agreement for 
Congressional approval (by Joint Resolution) on June 16, 1976. Since 
that time no action has been taken in either the House or Senate and 
no hearings are scheduled. A Senate Foreign Relations Corn...'"TI.ittee 
staff delegation recently visited Turkey and was unable to make a 
recommendation concerning when to hold hearings. It appears unlikeh 
that the DCA will be approved before Congress adjourns in October. 

The reasons for Congressional inaction include: Greek-American 
pressure against U.S. n1ilitary assistance to Turkey, stale·mate on 
the Cyprus issue, the Aegean dispute, and slow progress on the 
companion Greek DCA. (We had hoped to conclude and submit both 
agreements to the Congress at roughly the same time in order to 
dissipate. stro_ng opposition to the Turkish DCA, but the Greek 
negotiators are dragging their feet, in part, perhaps, to add to 
the difficultic s of the Turkisi1 ag reernent.) 

In the meanti1ne, the Governrnent of Turkey continues to .ask 
\.\·hen hearings on the DCA Gli, lH: expecll'd, The State Dcpa rttnent 

believes that Wt:' should press for hearin'.'.S with Administration 
witnesses before the Octnlw1· ad.iournnwnt in order to oft'cr a 

positive gesture \\'hich t:1e T~1r1..::is:1 Cc)vermnent rl~eds fur c!oml'~tic 
political CU!1Sick:riltiuns. S~·cr·ct..ll'Y hi::;sitl~Cr tl'stiiiL•d to t:.i::. t'i.·i.·L·LL 

in closed session L.l::;t week. sl'l1ci.tur llurnphrcy's sulKOI'l111lltt.:·~ I\clS 

set asidt• Septetnlwr 15 r•q· iH·arin~s on Turkey siwuld the s.,natur 
so decide. St:nator Ih::n;+ri'\' 1·:<s ..:Ltt<'cl. hc»W('\·~·r, t'ut he is 

tJECL/tS:jtF!ED 

• 
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·~ 2. -

reluctant to l>old a hca.ring 11nless you specifically and publicly 

request bin1 to clc) sr1, (i-1,_, hc.cs ::;u:;'.'estcd that :~ou call a House and 

Senate Leadership meeting.) While I do not believe a leadership 

rneeting :is necessary, I \<.:uutd recon1rr1end that you call s~~nator 

B> .. 1n1phrey to e:·:nrt'SS yonr personal interest in Con~ressional 

aD -oval of th.c DCA a::d your S'~pnort for the contemplated hearincrs. 

T: · would pt: :::-r:·,it Sc:,ator l-Iun'p]-,rcy to state tl--.at he is lwldin·2 the 

hca.r i.ng at the Acr::i ni stration 1 s requc st. You rr"ig,ht also n:ite r~tc 

your support of early Cone: re ssi.onal approval and express sirr-ilar 
interest in Cone: rc s sional lTovement on the Greek ag reerrccnt when 
it is submitted for approval. 

HI. TALY..ll'\G POINTS 

1. It is extrernely important to our relations with Turkey and 

Turkey's future in l\IATO that the Congz:e ss give prompt and 
positive action on the Turkish Defense Cooperation Agreement. 

A first important step is that the Senate Foreign Relations 

Subcomm.ittee on Foreign Assistance hold hearings and invite 

Administration \Vitnesses to testify. 

3. The Turkish Government is closely \.vatching developments on 

the Hill for some signs of progress. 

4. On the related subject of the .US-Greek negotiations, the Greek 

have made a special effort 'to reconvene the base negotiations 

after a two week recess, but we are uncertain whether an 

acceptable agreen1ent is possible within the next two \.Veeks. 

I '\vill fonvard this agrecn1ent to the Congress ior its approval 
a's soon as it is signed. 

5. I think it is important to our relations with Turkey that yon 
hold hcarin.~:s on the Tur~dsh DCA before the end of this 

st~ssior.. 
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·THL \Yl!!.J.L Tf(ll.''L 

:.v TIOS .\fE\fOln.\ur·:.t LOG l'IO.: 

DCl.te: Seph~mber 9, 1976 

FOR ACTION: cc {br ;;1~o:rm.a.tion): Jerry Jones 

Jack Marsh b 
Max Friedersdorf.J'(/. . 

DUE: Date: Quick Turnaround Pls, Time: 

SUBJECT: 

Recommended Telephone Conversation with 
Senator Humphrey 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

----.- For Necessary Action . X ____ For Your Recomtnend.ations 

?n:;pare Jl.genda anci Brie£ ___ Dra£t Reply 

X For Your Comments ___ Drc.H Remarks 

·REMARKS: 

J i n1 Conn11 r 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASI!IKGTON LOG NO. : 

Date: September 9, 1976 Time: 

FOR ACTION: 

· ~ Jack Marsh 

cc (£or information): Jerry Jones 

J Max Friedersdorf 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Quick Turnaround Pls. Time: 

SUBJECT: 

Recommended Telephone Conversation with 
Senator Humphrey 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

--For Necessary Action 

__ Prepare Agenda and Brief 

~For Your Comments 

REMARKS: 

lll~FAu~-
1'~1 ~ __, CJ K 

_x_ For Your Recommendations 

__ Draft Reply 

__ Draft Remarks 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a 
delay in submitting the :required roaterio.l, please 
telaphone the Stuff Secretary i:rnrnediately. 

• 

Jim Connor 
For the President 




