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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 16, 1976 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CANNON 

FROM: JIM CONNORcJ£. '¢:: 

SUBJECT: INTERPOL 

The President reviewed the attached memorandu1n from 
Secretary Simon and decided not to make a decision at thi~ 
time. 

However the President asked that you try to work with Secretary 
Simon and the Attorney General to resolve the problem. 

Please follow-up with appropriate action. 

cc: . Dick Cheney 

Digitized from Box C44 of The Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



July tt>. 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR 
THE HONORABLE WILLIAM E. SIMON 
Secretary of the Treaeury 

Re: INTERPOL 

The President reviewed your memoraodum on INTERPOL and c:hoaed 
at thla time not to make a dec:lalon. 

He cllreeted Jlm Cannon however to work with you and the Attorney 
General in order to reaolve the problem~ 

bee: Dick Cheney 
Jim Cannon 

Jamea E. Connor 
Secretary to the Cabinet 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 15, 1976 

MR PRESIDENT: 

INTERPOL 

Staffing of the attached memorandum indicated very strong disagreement 
on Secretary Simon's proposal. 

Jim Cannon, Phil Buchen and Bill Seidman suggested that the matter 
is not yet ready for firm action at this stage and asked that you do not 
approve Secretary Simon1s proposal. 

Rather it is suggested that you direct the Domestic Council to try to 
work out an amenable agreement short of your direct solution of the 
proposal. If you approve, I will indicate to Jim Cannon that they 

shoWd :::r:~~~ 9i£~ out such a~i~:~:::~n-t_. ______ _ 

Jim Connor 



. . 

• 
THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON 20220 

JUL 8 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: INTERPOL 

The Attorney General has notified me that he 
intends to terminate the Treasury Department as 
operator of the Washington National Central Bureau 
of INTERPOL and the United States Representative to 
INTERPOL, the international police conununications 
network. I oppose this change as unwarranted and 
detrimental to the Federal law enforcement effort. 

Although, by statute (22 U.s .c. 263 (aJ), the 
Attorney General was originally designated as the 
United States Representative to INTERPOL, the statute 
was amended in 1958 to enable the Attorney General to 
designate the Secretary of the Treasury as INTERPOL 
Representative; he did so, primarily because INTERPOL 
at that time appeared to have no real future as a law 
enforcement tool, and u.s. representation was negligible. 
Since 1958, Treasury has developed INTERPOL into a· 
valuable weapon for both Federal and local law enforce
ment agencies in combatting criminals who operate 
internationally. The u.s·. INTERPOL office is run by 
the Secret Service, with direct participation by agents 
of the Customs Service, the Drug Enforcement Administra
tion and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. 
It has provided service of unchallenged excellence to 
Justice Department agencies as well. as other Federal 
agencies and the State and local police. 

Although the Justice Department agrees that the 
Washington Bureau of INTERPOL is well. managed and 
operated, the Justice Department now desires to assume 
control of it because of its desire to aggrandize its 
position in Federal law enforcement. · · 



. "' ) . - ' . 
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To transfer this operation at this particular time 
is, in my opinion, totally inadvisable, and exposes this 
Administration to criticism. President Nixon's action 
in 1973 in moving a substantial Customs function out of 
Treasury and concentrating more law enforcement activity 
in Justice opened sores within the Federal law enforce
ment conununi ty which have only begun to heal. Under the 
impartial leadership you have provided to the campaign 
against narcotics trafficking in the United States, 
Federal enforcement agencies are just beginning to work 
together meaningfully again. It would be particularly · 
regrettable if the good will that is now being infused 
into the various enforcement agencies were to be dissi
pated by a purely bureaucratic maneuver. Moreover, at 
this critical time, when you have directed intensified 
efforts against crime, such a transfer can only result 
in :the diminished effectiveness of the Washington 
Bureau and a long period for the Bureau's user agencies, 
as well as overseas correspondents, to familiarize with 
new contacts and procedures. 

I, therefore, reconunend that you direct the Attorney 
General to defer any termination of the Treasury Depart
ment as the lead agency in operating INTERPOL until the 
matter has been thoroughly reviewed by the Domestic 
council. ~ 

4dL -
William 

Approve:· .... -------

Disapprove:··------



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Bob Linder -

We received this letter this 
morning - even though the 
address was far from correct. 

I am staffing since it is a decision 
memo but thought you should know 

about it. 

Trudy Fry 
7/9/76 



July 15, 1976 

MR PRESIDENT: 

INTERPOL 

Staltina ol the attached memorandum indicated very •trona di•a1reement 
on Secretary Simon'• propo•al. 

Jim CallllOD, PhU Buchen and Bill Seidman •usaeated that the matter 
b not yet ready for firm action at thb •taae and asked that you do not 
approve Secretary Simon'• propoaal~ 

Rather it 1a suggeated. that you direct the Domestic Council to try to 
work out an amenable agreement ehort of your direct •olution ol the 
propo•al. U you approve, I wUl indicate to Jim CaiUlon that they 
ahould take atep• to work out •uch an aareemeat. 

Approve_ ~aapp~ove ____________ _ 

Jim Conaor 



Jim -

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Staffing has been completed on Secretary 
Simon's memo on INTERPOL -

The comments received are as follows: 
Jack Marsh, 
Bill Seidman and Brent Scowcroft - approves 
Secretary Simon's recommendation 

defer any termination of the Treasury Dept. 
as lead agency in operating INTERPOL 
until the matter has been thoroughly reviewed 
by the Domestic Council. 

OMB recommends the President take no action 
to direct the A. G. to change his decision 

(details at TAB A). 

Phil Buchen comments,;_ This CQ.Rtroversvd 
, involves a total 6T turee empH>yees an 

thus would . . not appear 
to be a question of Predsidential dimension. 
The Domestic Council should arrange a meeting 
between Justice and Treasury in order to resolve 
the matter in an amicable fashion. 

Jim Cannon comments - "Can this INTERPOL 
issue be held until we try to get Tyler and Dixon 
to resolve it? (details TAB B) 

Seidman (Porter) has now asked that 

we hold sending this memo forward - some later 
developments? What do you want to do? Looks 
like it is not a thing to go to the President?? ? 

Trud 





EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

JUL 1 2 1~16 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DANIEL KEARNE!)~ FROM: 

SUBJECT: William E. Simon Memo July 8, 1976 
Re: INTERPOL 

Comments have been requested on the attached memo from 
Secretary Simon to the President requesting the President 
to direct the Attorney General to defer termination of the 
delegation of INTERPOL responsibilities to Treasury until 
the matter has been reviewed by the Domestic Council. 

Under existing law, the Attorney General designates the 
u.s. Representative to INTERPOL. These responsibilities were 
delegated to Treasury in 1958 primarily because the FBI Director 
at that time did not wish to maintain relations with INTERPOL 
and Treasury believed that their drug enforcement efforts 
would be enhanced by cooperation with INTERPOL. Since that 
time, prime drug enforcement responsibility has been transferred 
from Treasury to Justice (with the creation of DEA) and a new 
FBI Director has been named. Given the primary Justice mission 
in law enforcement and the desire of present Justice officials 
to work closely with INTERPOL, it appears appropropriate that 
primary liaison with INTERPOL reside in the Justice Department. 

The actions of the Attorney General in notifying the Secretary 
of Treasury that this delegation is being withdrawn are consistent 
with existing law. We see no reason why the President should 
order the Attorney General to reverse his decision. Treasury 
agencies can continue their liaison with INTERPOL regardless of 
the location of the office. 

It should be noted that the Justice Department has indicated 
to the Congress that this delegation has been withdrawn so the 
Attorney General would probably strongly resist any effort to 
change his decision. 

We recommend that the President take no action to direct the 
Attorney General to change his decision. 





MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 14, 1976 

JIM CA 

Secreybry william E. Simon's 
Memor~dum) of 7/8/76 RE: Interpol 

\. j 
\.., __ / 

Can this INTERPOL issue be held until we try to get 
Tyler and Dixon to resolve it? 

Attachment 



MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 13, 1976 

Jim Cannon 
·---....... ~ 

Dick Parsons 1
,_) 

Secretary William E. Simon's Memorandum 
of 7-8-76 re: INTERPOL 

I do not believe the subject memorandum should go forward to 
the Prefoident at this time. 

The matter referred to in the memorandum has been the subject 
of discussion between the Department of Justice and the 
Department of the Treasury for almost a year. Of late, the 
.discussion has risen to the level of the Deputy Attorney 
General and the Deputy Secretary of the Treasury. I am 
advised by the Deputy Attorney General that the Attorney 
General has not focused on the matter, let alone made a 
decision to terminate the Department of the Treasury as the 
lead agency in operating U.S. INTERPOL. Moreover, Justice 
was not aware of Secretary Simon's interest in the matter 
until this memorandum was brought to its attention by the 
White House. 

/ 

I believe we may be able to resolve this matter, or at least 
defer it for a while, * without bringing the President into 
the fray. 

Recommendation 

1. That you recommend that Jim Connor not send Secretary 
Simon's memorandum to the President at this time. 

2. That I call Deputy Attorney General Tyler and Deputy 
Secretary of the Treasury Dixon to see if this matter 
can be more amicably resolved. 

* Jack Anderson has written several articles unfavorable to 
the Department of Justice and the Administration concerning 
this question. We would be well advised to avoid more 
articles of this type prior to the election. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

-, .. --;, .... 
.- ./ n J:JL ·; II 

MEMORP.NDUM FOR: THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DANIEL KEARNE':£)r--FROM: 

SUBJECT: William E. Simon Memo July 8, 1976 
Re: INTERPOL 

Comments have been requested on the attached memo from 
Secretary Simon to the Pres~dent requesting the President 
to direct the Attorney General to defer termination of the 
delegation of INTERPOL responsibilities to Treasury until 
the matter has been reviewed by the Domestic Council. 

Under e~isting law, the Attorney General designates the 
U.S. Representative to INTERPOL. These responsibilities were 
delegated to Treasury in 1958 primarily because the FBI Director 
at that time did not wish to maintain relations with INTERPOL 
and Treasury believed that their drug enforcement efforts 
would be enhanced by cooperation with INTERPOL. Since that 
time, prime drug enforcement responsibility has been transferred 
from Treasury to Justice (with the creation of DEA) and a new 
FBI Director has been named. Given the primary Justice mission 
in law enforcement and the desire of presenJc Justice officials 
to work closely with INTERPOL, it appears appropropriate that 
primary liaison with INTERPOL reside in the Justice Department. 

The actions of the Attorney General in notifying the Secretary 
of Treasury that this delegation is being withdrawn are consistent 
with existing lmv. vJe see no reason why the President should 
order the Attorney General to reverse his decision. Treasury 
agencies can conti11ue their liaison with INTERPOL regardless of 
the location of the office. 

It should be noted that the Justice Department has indicated 
to the Congress that this delegation has been withdrawn so the 
Attorney General would probably strongly resist any effort to 
change his decision. 

We recommend that the President take no action to direct the 
Attorney General to change his decision. 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 14, 1976 

JIM C?~?ff\~v 
JIM CANNqJ\ 

I. \_ .... / 
Secret~ry~illiam E. Simon's 
Memorandum of 7/8/76 RE: Interpol 

\, J 
\._ _ _/ 

Can this INTERPOL issue be helQ until we try to get 
Tyler and Dixon to resolve it? 

Attachment 

.. 



ME~fORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

TilE WJIITE I!OlJSE 

WASIIIN<;TON 

July 13, 1976 

Jim Cannon. 

Dick Parsons -~ 
Secretary \'Jilliam E. Simon's Memorandum 
of 7-8-76 re: INTERPOL 

I do not believe the subject memorandum should go fonmrd to 
the President at this time. 

The matter referred to in the memorandum has been the subject 
of discussion between the Department of Justice and the 
Department of the Treasury for almost a year. Of late, the 
discussion has risen to the level of the Deputy Attorney 
General and the Deputy Secretary of the Treasury. I am 
advised by the Deputy Attorney General that the Attorney 
General has not focused on the matter, let alone made a 
decision to terminate the Department of the Treasury as the 
lead agency in operating U.S. IN'rERPOL. Moreover, Justice 
was not aware of Secretary Simon's interest in the matter 
until this memorandum was brought to its attention by the 
White Bouse. 

I believe we may be able to resolve this matter, or at least 
defer it for a while, * without bringing the President into 
the fray. 

Recornmendation 

1. That you recommend that Jim Conn'@r not send Secretary 
Simon's memorandum t.o the President at this time. 

2. That I call Deputy Attorney General Tyler and Deputy 
Secretary of the Treasury Dixon to see if this matter 
can be more amicably resolved. 

* Jack Anderson has written several articles unfavorable to 
the Department of Justice and the Adminj.stration concerning 
this question. We would be well advised to avoid more 
a1.·ticles of this type prior to the election. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM 
OF CALL 

"' 

0 PLEASE CALL ---. PHONE NO. 
____.. CODE/EXT. ---------

0 WILL CALL AGAIN 0 IS WAITING TO SE£ YOU 

0 RETURNED YOUR CALL 

UdiXGI 

SfANDARD FOIIII 63 
REVISED AUQUST IH7 
GSA FPIIR (41 CfR) 101-11.6 

0 WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

--
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I MORANDUM 

9. 976 

1\CTION: 

V i r do 
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lCk 

SH 

ROM THE STAFF SECRET.Ai{y. 

0 y. July 12 

JBJECT: 

"illial'l 

r 
c 

r : E ... 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

For Necessary Action 

Prepare Agenda and Brie£ 

For Your Comments 

REMARKS: 

LOG NO.: 

Time: 

cc for information): 

n 

of 

Time: 

irr.o 0 7/ / 76 

For Your Recommendations 

Draft Remarks 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMI~. 

If you have any questions or i£ you anticipate 
delay in submiHing ui: material, please 

lephone creta11 ed 

Jim Connor 
For. the President 



THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON 20220 

JUL 8 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDEN'l' 

Subject: INTERPOL 

'l'he Attorney General has notified me that he 
intends to terminate the TreasU$Y Department as 
o~a1:0r of the Washinqton National Central Bureau 
of INTERPOL and the . United States Representative to 
INTERPOL, the international police communications 
network. I oppose this chancJe as unwarranted and 
det.r!mental t:0 the Federal law enforcement effort. 

Altbo~qh, by statute (22 o.s.c. 2 3(a)), the 
tto~ney General was oriqinally designated as the 

United States Repr•sentative to IN.TERPOL, the statute 
was amended in 1958 to enable the Attor~ey General to 
designate the SecretaJ:! of the Treatnuy ·as INTERPOL 
Represen tiveJ he di·d so, primarily becauee INTERPOL 
at that time appeared to have no real f.uture as a law 
enforcement tool, and u.s. repreaentat$,en w.as neqligible. 
Since 19 58, Treasury has 4evelope4 INTERPOL into a 
valuable weapon for both Federal and local law enforce-
ment aqencies in combatt!Dg criminals who ate 

tioz*lly. The u.S. INTERPOL office is run by 
the Secret Sendee, with direct participation by agent$ 
of the Customs :ervice, the Druq Enforcement Administra
tion and the Bureau of Afcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. 
It has provi service of unChallenged excellence to 
Justice Department •9enciea as well as other Federal 
aqen'ciea and the state and local police. 

Al tho1.19h the Justice Department aqreea that the 
Washinqton Bureau of INTERPOL is well manaqed and 
operated, the Justice Depar~ent now desires to assume 
control of it because of its desire to aqqrandize its 
position in Pederal law enforcement. 



- 2 -

To transfer this operation at this pertieular time 
is, in my opinion, totally inadvisable, and exposes this 
Administration to critic ism. Preaident Nixon's action 
in 1973 in moving a substantial Customa function out of 
Treacary a · concentrating more law enforcement activi~ 
in Juatice opened sores within the Pederal law enforce
ment community which have only bequn to heal. Under the 
impar~ial leadership you have provided to the campaign 
against narcotics trafficking in the united States, 

eral enforcement agencies are just ' · to work 
together again. It would be oularly 

e if the good will that is now being infused 
into the various enforcement agencies were to be dissi

ted by a purely bureaucratic maneuver. Moreover, at 
c::ritioal time, when you have directed intensified 

efforts against crime, such a transfer can only result 
in the diminished effectiveness of the Waahington 
Bureau and a long perio4 fo~ the Bureau's uaer agencies, 
a well as overseas correspondents, to familiarize with 
new contacts and procedures. 

I, therefore, recommend that you direct the Attorney 
al to defer any te~ination of the Treasury Depart

ment as the lead aqency in operatiog INTERPOL until the 
matter has been thoroughly reviewed by the Domestic 
Council. 

Slgne~) William K. Simon 

William E. Simon 

Approve: ____________ __ 

Disapprove: __________ _ 



THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20220 

OFFIC~ BUSINESS 

PENALTY FOR ~RIVATE USE. 1300 

The Honorable 
James M. Connor 
Assistant to the President 

for Domestic Affairs 
2nd Floor, West Wing 
The White House 

~OSTAGE AND FEES PAID 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

TREAS-551 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM W/\SIIINGTON 
LOG NO.: 

"" . Date: July 9, 1976 

. FOR ACTION: 

Phil Buchen 
Jim Cannon 
Max Friedersdorf 

Time: 

cc (£or information): 

BiU $eidman • Jack Marsh 
Brent Scowcroft 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Monday, July 12 Time: 

SUBJECT: 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

William E. Simon memo 7/8/76 
re: INTERPOL 

2 P.M. 

-- For Necessary Action _x__ For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brie£ -- Draft Reply 

X __ For Your Comments ___ Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

/ 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or i£ you anticipate a. 
dciay in subm.itting tho required m.aterial, please 
telephone the StaH Secretary imn1.ediatcly. 

Jirn Connor 
For the Pre "d s1 ent 



MEMORANDUM 3979 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

July 9. 1976 

JAMESM.~ 
Jeanne W. Dav~ 
Secretary Simon's Memorandum 
on INTERPOL 

The NSC Staff has no objection on national security grounds to 
Secretary Simon's memorandum to the President on INTERPOL. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASH I NGTON LOG NO.: 

Date: July 9, 1976 

FOR ACTION: 

Phil Buchen 
Tim Cannon 
Max Friedersdor£ 

Time: 

cc (for information): 

Bill Seidman 
Jack Marsh 
Brent Scowcroft 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Monday, July 12 Time: 

SUBJECT: 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

William E. Simon memo 7 I 8/76 
re: INTERPOL 

2 P.M. 

-- For Necessary Action ....x.._ For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brief __ Draft Reply 

X __ For Your Comments __ Draft RemCll'ks 

REMARKS: 

This controversy involves a total of three employees and thus 
would not appear to be a question of Presidential dimension. 
The Domestic Council should arrange a meeting between Justice 
and Treasury in order to resolve the matter in an amicable 
fashion. 

Phil Buchen 7 I 13176 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a 
delay in submitting the required material, please 
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. 

J'izn Connor 

For the President 



.:-

THE WHITE HOUSE 

'l ACTION MEMORANDUM WAS JIINGTON LOG NO.: 

,_ 

• 

Date: Time: 
July 9, 1976 

- FOR ACTION: cc (for information): 

Phil Buchen Bill Seidman 
Jim Cannon y Jack Marsh 
~ax Friedersdorf 1/:l' ,Brent Scowcroft 

FROM THE STAFF S CRET RY 

DUE: Date: Monday, July 12 
Time: 

SUBJECT: 

William E. Simon memo 7/8/76 
re: INTERPOL 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

2 P.M. 

-- For Necessary Action _x_ For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brie£ -- Draft Reply 

X -
--For Your Comments __ Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or i£ you anticipate a 
delay in submitting the required xnateriul, please· 
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. 

.Tim Connor 

For the President. 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON 20220 

JUL 8 1976 

MEHORAlil"Dur-1 FOR 'l'HE PRESIDENT 

Subject: INTERPOL 

The Attorney General has notified me that he 
intends to terminate the Treasury Department as 
operator of the Hashington National Central Bureau 
of INT:CRPOL and the United States Representative to 
INTERPOL, the international police communications 
netvmrk. I oppose this change as unwarranted and 
detrimental to the Federal law enforcement effort. 

Although, by statute (22 u.s.c. 263{a)), the 
Attorney General ·tvas originally designated as the 
United States Representative to IN'rERPOL, the statute 
was amended in 1958 to enable the Attorney General to 
designate the Secretary of the 'l'reasury as IfJTERPOL 
Representative; he did so, primarily because INTEP..POL 
at that ·time appeared to have no real future as a lm·l 
enforcement tool,· and u.s. representation '\•Tas negligible. 
Since 1958, Treasury has developed INTERPOL into a 
valuable \'leapon for bot..l-1 Federal and local la'" enforce
ment agencies in combatting criminals v1ho operate 
internationally. The u.s. IN'l'ERPOL office is run by 
the Secret Service, t'lith direct participation by agen·t:s 
of the Customs Service, the Drug Enforcement Administra
tion and t~e Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fireanus. 
It has provided service of unchallenged excellence to 
Justice Department agencies as well as other Federal 
agencies and the State and local police. 

Although the Justice Department agrees that the 
Washington Bureau of INTERPOL is well managed and 
operated, the Justice Departn~nt now desires to assume 
control of it because of its desire to aggrandize its 
position in Federal law enforcement. 



- 2 -

To transfer this operation at this particular time 
is, in my opinion, totally inadvisable, and exposes this 
Administration to criticism. President Nixon's action 
in 1973 in moving a substantial Custom:J function out of 
Treasury and concentrating more law enforcement activity 
in Justice opened sores '\•7ithin the Federal law enforce
ment community which have only begun to heal. Under the 
impartial leadership you have provided to the campaign 
against narcotics trafficking in the United States, 
Federal enforcement agencies are just beginning to tvork 
together meaningfully again. It would be particularly 
regrettable if the good \<Till that is now being infused 
into the various enforcement agencies tv-ere to be dissi
pated by a purely bureaucratic maneuver. Moreover, at 
this critical time, t•:rhen you have directed intensified 
efforts against crime, such a transfer can op.ly result 
in the diminished effectiveness of the Hashington 
Bureau and a long period for the Bureau's user agencies, 
as well as overseas correspondents, to familiarize with 
new contacts and procedures. 

I, t-herefore, recommend that you direct the Attorney 
General to defer any termination of the Treasury Depart
ment as the lead agency in operating INTERPOL until the 
matter haa been thoroughly reviewed by the Domestic 
Council. 

(SlgnJ~) William i. Siaon 

William E. simon 

Approve: 

Disapprove: __________ __ 



THE WHITE HOUSE . 
ACTION :tviEMORANDlJM WASIIINGTON LOG NO.: 

"' . Time: Date: July 9, 1976 

• . FOR ACTION: cc (for information): 

'· 

Phil Buchen 
Jim Cannon 

Bill Seidman 
Jack Marsh 

Max Friedersdorf Brent Scowcroft 
Jim Lynn 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY · 

DUE: Date: Monday, July 12 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 

William E. Simon memo 7/8/76 
re: INTERPOL 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

2 P.M. 

__ For Necessary Action _x__ For Your Recommendations 

___ Prepare Agenda and Brie£ -- Draft Reply 

X . 
__ For Your Comments -- Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you havo any questions or i£ you anticipate a 
deiay in submitting tho required rnotcrial, ploaso· 
telephone the Sta££ Secretary immediately. 

Jim Connor 
For the Pre 'd s1 ent 



THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON 20220 

JUL 8 1976 

MEMORJ\J:IDUl-1 FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: INTERPOL 

~ne Attorney General has notified me that he 
intends to terminate the Treasury Department as 
operator of the Washington National Central Bureau 
of INTBRPOL and the United States Representative to 
INTERPOL, the international police communications 
network. I oppose this change as un\.,arranted and 
detrimental to tl1e Federal law enforcement effort. 

Although, by statute (22 u.s.c. 263(a)), the 
Attorney General was originally designated as the 
United States Representative to INTERPOL, the statute 
was amended in 1958 to enable the Attorney General to 
designate the Secretary of the Treasury as INTERPOL 
RepresentativeJ he did so, primarily because INTERPOL 
at that time appeared to have no real future as a law 
enforcement tool, and· u.s. representation was negligible. 
Since 1958, Treasury has developed INTERPOL into a 
valuable weapon for both Federal and local la~., enforce
ment agencies in combatting criminals who operate 
in!ternationally. The u.s. INTERPOL office is run by 
the Secret Service, with direct participation by agents 
of the Customs Service, the Drug Enforcement Administra
tion and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fireanns. 
It has provided service of unchallenged excellence to 
Justice Department agencies as well as other Federal 
agencies and the State and local police. 

Although the Justice Department agrees that the 
l'lashington Bureau of INTERPOL is well managed and 
operated, the Justice Department now desires to assume 
control of it because of its desire to aggrandize its 
position in Federal law enforcement. 



• 

- 2 -

To transfer this operation at this particular time 
is, in my opinion, totally inadvisable, and exposes this 
Administration .to criticism. President Nixon's action 
in 1973 in moving a substantial Customs function out of 
Treasury and concentrating mora law enforcement activity 
in Justice opened sores within the Federal law enforce
ment community which have only begun to heal. Under the 
impartial leadership you have provided to the campaign 
against narcotics trafficking in the United States, 
Federal enforcement agencies are just beginning to work 
togeti1er meaningfully again. It would be particularly 
regrettable if the good will that is now being infused 
into the various enforcement agencies were to be dissi
pated by a purely bureaucratic maneuver. Moreover, at 
this critical time, when you have directed intensified 
efforts against crime, such a transfer can only result 
in the .diminished effectiveness of the ~'lashington 
Bureau and a long period for the Bureau's user agencies, 
as woll as overseas correspondents, to familiarize with 
new contacts and procedures. 

I, therefore, recommend that you direct the Attorney 
General to defer any termination of the Treasury Depart
ment· as the lead agency in operating INTERPOL until the 
matter has been thoroughly reviewed by the Domestic 
Council. 

{Slgno~) Williaw i. Simon 

William E. simon 

Approve: ____________ __ 

Disapprove: __________ _ 




