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T'"dROUGH: 

FROH: 

SUBJECT: 

VIASH:s:::---=~ 

April lST ::_s;~ 

TEE STAFF SECRETARY 

ROLAND L. ELLIOT~ 

Incoming Presidential Mail for 
the Week of April 12-16, ·1976. 

Incoming mail fo~ ~e week totalled 36,100 pieces. 
?3 in the past weeks, ~t Nas generally diverse in nature; 
ho~ever, there does a::=~ to be growing public concern 
about u.s. foreign pol~~~ positions and u.s. military 
ca?abilities. 

The focus of L~is co~cern appears to be Secretary 
Kissinger. For the p~3~ several weeks, you have been 
receiving an averase lCJ letters per week critical of 
}tr. Kissinger. Last wee~, following the Reagan television 
speech, about 25 wrote i~ support of Mr. Kissinger. This 
week the count is p~o: :s, con: 141. Writers question 
whether the Secreta~~ 7iews the u.s. as equal in strength 
a.1'1d will to L'le So • ..:.et ~~ion. They refer to "his words 
versus his actions." S~ecifically this week writers 
protested the so-calle~:: "Sonnenfeldt Doctrine," and 
s~estioned the soli~ty of U.S. commitments generally 
in Europe, Asia anc ~=~ica. In addition, 138 wrote to 
urge against concession o£ any u.s. rights over the 
Panama Canal. 

Also in ~'lis reg~a, there is some questioning about 
D.S. military stre~;~~ and capabilities. This mail is 
still light, but it 2??ears to be increasing. 

You continue to receive mail expressing support and 
appreciation (245), a~c also mail offering congratulations 
and encouragement for t2e primaries (56). Political 
co~~ent mail {130) is wice-ranging in subject matter 
but largely conservative in tone. Writers recommend 

. review and change in ~'le a=eas of Federal regulation, 
high taxes, U1'1ion power, a:::d military strength. 
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The Hiddle East and Is::-ae:. pa::-t.~c::.:a::-ly continue 
to drat,.; public attention. U:"l:i:Ce t.:::e ?:.i.s si:"lge::- foreign 
policy mail, however, Israeli ~ail a?pea::-s inspired rather 
than spontaneous. Nevertheless I this w22~ you w·ere urged 
to approve additional transition funding fer Israel 
(pro: 347; con: 63) ru~d to disallow sales of arms/aircraft 
to Egypt (807). Also, k~assador Scranton's UN remarks 
about Israeli settle::::e:-:.ts continued to dra;.; critical 
response (324). - --

Other do=estic =atters of varying public interest 
included: 

1. An.:i=.a.l Transit Bill: . 

pro: 3,270; con: 220; 

2. Hate~ ~~t Amendments (pre-veto} : 

pro: con : 1 , 7 0 .8 ; . 

3. Day C~e Centers (pre-veto) : 

pro: 1 L!.. 
.::::...:..' con: 235.; .. 

4. SU??le:::ental Funding for Postal Service: . 

pro: 

cc: Bob Hart.~an.:."""l 

Ron Nessen 
Bob Orben 

bee: . Gwen Anderson 
Larry Speakes 
Judy Berg-Hansen 
Betty Nolan 

con: 3. 
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!ty:ril 10 1 976 

President Gerald R. Ford 
,.,, 0 .L l' 
<~.'l:L 1-8 .lOU.:'C 

~Qshinct~n D.C. 94102 

" If •::G •::0 re to -o to '-'!~'.r to "lo :::-ro ·:1, 
The Ar21 could cquin only 51% o~ its 16 
c1ivis:i.or:s ," t·~ 0.sc are t>.<:: \'tord s 0~ the 
Secrct~r:,. of t::c Ar.:;y i·~:,,rtin 2 . !~of:r.1o.n . 

"f' l~ 

~r . Pr~~idcnt , I ~culd 1ikc to ~now 
t~ese vords are truo, I ~ysclf do not 

v,rant to ~0 to 1.··'::.:·~ , bl..l.t j r J.:h~ u.s . does 
I fee1 th:::. t the F. S. s':ou ld hav2 eqv . .::tl 
Ar~cd Forces, of t~~t o: tho 
Union, 

In add~tion Sovjct ~rovnd ?oPces is 
abo~t 3 :1 cf our :rou~d forces . 
The USSR has a 6:1 adv~nta:e over us in 
every aspect o~ Ar~cd Forc es . 

Inclosed is the article of vhich I 
h~vc read l~esc st~tistics , This article 
ca~e from tho rational En1uir8r , Anril 
13 1976 . 

I tha;1 k yov. for yo1or time , 

Sincerc}_y 

~-~:t ~~~L_ 
Plcky L. Sa~~son 
1730 G St . 
1-~apa Cali fon1ia 

JIJ-55.3 



-, . r . 

t , '·I 
I 
I 

'' 

I 

The: U.S. armed forcf's are· r:vd t:.;,r U:l· U.S. is f11'; a1 its Currk. v.ho warned CdJ•inou_lv: 
frigLteninu!v short of Yi t;\1 lo\;c,• c1l·l uf mili1;!,-_,. ll8:·d- ''The St., iC't Jc~~d in ;H·ul
cquipmcni .:._ . o h:lfll.' un- ~;;:rc ! ·;·:i~<ctinn - 1i L;:e llte lNy O\'(•r t ,(! U.S. is lW\•· 7 
dersuppliccl that in a war i ~-~:·;:;· 11 •nwn 15 no\? at Its to J, in l<tnks 6 lo 1, in t;:cticrtl 

· l' •h. . '· nin'l'[•ft ~to l. With tlw Soviet union. l':c'clt , ;-,., 1 1 1 
·r 

l 1 1 l f j j · 1' ' 1
: i \':nu.t :;"lptlC!l h we "T!J~ momentum is ll'J\V on 

oc una) c to c cell< our- f"c·•<J .1 c;n1-1·r,.1 .. C''ln,.Ji··''' 'l'J·r.1·n 
1 

· 1 f 
1 

S · t .1 ·

1 ) · · . " ' ' . '·• · ·' ~•. '" ' ( Je Sl< C 0 ll" O"IC S 3!1u l 
. SC!VC'S r•ropcrl~·, top rmlltary I is no lmttt~n ~·o u could ]JU~rl in is ~(~!L'~'eriw_r! ~ ' • . 
experts say. I the JJrJcn•.c Dcpurt!N'n( that "The Sr•,·i· ·t Union sees vnr 

"If v;e were to go to wnr: 1
'· ould CJe,·ll· Jil::nts all of a 1 as iut~\ it able :md v. e: k•H' 

tomorrow, tile :\1:my could, '\!.:,~c,, to start producing mu- eynv re~~on to belic\·e til•· · 
equip only 51 ]•(•:cent of its 1 llLIO<ts. seek. v. orld doznin::ncc. Y c.t we 
16 di\·isions." c!i:·dosed Sc(;rc- ''Tlle So1·ict t:nion has a G- hnvc only the 4th Jan'cst rp·mv 
iru-v of tllC' Army :.\Ia··tin H. to-1 advani:J!:!~ over vs in in tile \\'orld - niter ( hina. 
Hoffman. ever~· p!J:,:;e of military pro- 1 Hussia and lnuia - awl ot!l' 

S? SC\'€1'e is the <:l10rt~~(' of 1 rl_uct!.t :::.~;:·c,•pt _F.o: Jlr•>·o,·,tc_rs.i :\':t\'Y !l;JS l';li'U~lk 10. <' J_'Oint 
CCjlllj)ll1C'lll. Jiofiman s:wl. t.liat I r J,l ,d, .. ,d JLe_, I c •(oc\e,u.pug I toG lu\'. to protect our li:tCIC'~ts 
the Army has only 39 percent! a ,comm;dtrlin" lc:1tL" world11idc." 
of the tanl.s it needs for dice-/ fh1s Jcar \1':1~ echoed Ly Dr. . -LEON WAGENER 

. tive coniiJnt, only 51 pcrc:::nt · -
of needed armored per<:o.mel 
carriers. 71 pc:rcf.'nt of ;;tt;tck 
helicopters, and 71l percent of 
artillery. 

''This is n critical situation," 
he admitted. 

What's more, Ollr dt•nger 
will not lessen in the period 
ahead, s.1id Dr. I\1:1lcolm n. . 
Currie, Direett'r of Defense 
Research and Engineering. 

"At present our defense ca
pacity is simply not suffi
cient," he <lecl:1rcd. "And be-
yond l!i77, things will get even / 
worse." . ·, ' 

The Chief of Staff ·of the 
Army, General Fred C. Wey
and, spelled out the eifects of 
our weakness ii a conflict 
should erupt in Europe: 

"The Soviet and East Euro
pean Communbt countries en
joy a vast advanta!!e over the ,. 
U.S. and its l\ATO allies in'· 
numbers of tanks, armored in-' 
fantry com bat Yehicles and 
field artillery pieces. 

"Jn <1dclition, So\·ict grot;nd 
forces nlone - \\'ithout those 
of their allies -number :::bout 0 
2.5 million men.. '; 

"This is more than three 
times the size of. the U.S. 
Army. 

"In the en'nt of a conflict. 
our Arm~· deplo~ ments would 
be too lifilt' and too 1:-~te." 

A worried Con~res~rna11 Hob
in Beard (H.-'lt"m.), a mem
ber of the l lou!'c A.rmed . f'l'\'

ices Comm:ttce.· s id: "\\'lwt 
r enlly scares me is our limi~cd 
:->nd outu;Jtcd j1r0du<:tion capn-~ 

· biJitv. 
"\Vitnrss :1ff~r witness be

fore this committee lws testi-l 
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