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MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE 1570
WASHINGTON

INFORMA TION
AR PRUSIDENT HAS SW¥H.... April 5, 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT ¢ [‘ »
SUBJECT: Status of Bicentennial Passport

You recently asked about the status of the '"Bicentennial Passport' and
whether it involved any additional cost.

A sample '"Bicentennial Passport'' is attached, This redesigned passport
was especially created to commemorate the Bicentennial and has the in-
scription '""Bicentennial 1776-1976" on the front cover and the official
Bicentennial seal on the back cover, The Bicentennial Passport will be
issued only during 1976 but many of its features will be continued after-
wards, It differs from previous passports in the following respects:

=~ It has a dark blue cover rather than the previous green one,
The shade of blue is the same as the blue field of the United
States flag,

-= The cover is of more durable leather grained vinyl.
~- The emblem is silver colored aluminum rather than gold
leaf and has been enlarged and now corresponds more closely

to the Seal of the United States.

-- Its twenty pages have a red, white and blue Liberty Bell
pattern.

~- The message from the Secretary of State on page 1 and the
captions for the identifying data on page 2 are in both English

and French,

-- The visa pages now have a light grid pattern to encourage
the orderly placing of entry and exit stamps.

Both the '"Bicentennial Passport'' and the previous passport are good for
five years and cost the purchaser $13,00. They are manufactured by the
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Government Printing Office at a cost of $1,02 each, The Passport
Office is one of the few ''profitable’ government operations. As of
March 17, 528,288 '"Bicentennial Passports have been issued, The
Department of State anticipates that two and one half million will be
issued during this bicentennial year,



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 15, 1976

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIATL

MEMORANDUM FOR: BRENT SCOWCROFT
FROM: JAMES E, CONNORiE -
SUBJECT: Bicentennial Passport

The following notation was returned in the President's outbox:
"Bicentennial Passport --
What is status?

Any additional cost and if so how much? "

Please follow-up with appropriate action.

cc: Dick Cheney
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