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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 18, 1976

Dear Governor Thomson:

It was generous of you to send me a letter
of apology on behalf of the overwhelming -
majority of New Hampshire citizens for the
conduct of a few during my recent appearance
at the University of New Hampshire. But in
my judgment, no apology was called for.

The extraordinary demonstration of good
citizenship of more than 3,000 persons in
the audience at the University massively
outweighed the boisterous and disruptive
behavior of a few people.

There was an attempt by those few to infringe
on my right to speak and the right of the
audience to listen. 1In our free society, the
hecklers, of course, do have freedom of speech,
but this freedom must not be abused to the
point where others are denied their freedoms

to speak and to hear others speak.

These sometimes conflicting rights and freedoms -
were resolved that Sunday at the Lundholm Gym-
nasium in a most democratic way in the best
traditions of New Hampshire and of our Republic.
The thousands in the audience insisted on their
right to hear my answers -- with good humor,
but very firmly. As one member of the audience
put it, "I would like to remind some of the
people here that while they assert their right
of freedom of speech, I also have a right to
listen on an intelligent basis without
interruption."”

At the same time, the tiny group of hecklers
asserted its right to make its views known,
even though they did so with crude language
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2 .
and bad manners. I've always believed that
free people can disagree without being
disagreeable.

You should be proud that in your state of
New Hampshire, a meeting which started off
in a tense and contentious mood ended up as
a genuine constructive dialogue on such im-
portant issues as health care, gun control,
drugs, energy, foreign policy, military
policy, jobs, the environment, welfare,
amnesty, abortion, the political role of
big business, veterans benefits, and much

' more. '

I am enclosing a copy of the 23 page tran-
script of the meeting so that you can see how
much was achieved and so that you will realize
there is no cause for your disappointment or
dismay.

We who were there did not witness "a stunning
indictment of the time we live in," as you put
it in your letter. Rather, we witnessed a
triumphant testimonial to the desire of free
men and women to assert their rights to listen
to a President whose views were unpopular with
a noisy minority of the audience. At the same
time, the minority, which started out shouting
obscenities and disrupting the meeting, was
itself shouted down and forced to make its
views heard in a more democratic and more
orderly way.

In the end, the rights of everyone were served.
I am proud of the citizens of New Hampshire,
and you should be too. They had every right
to be proud of themselves for what they ac-
complished in speech and in action that Sunday
night on the campus of the University of New
Hampshire.

Sincerely,

y

The Honorable Meldrim Thomson, Jr.
Governor of New Hampshire
Concord, New Hampshire 03301



STATE OF NEw HAMPSHIRE
CONCORD 03301

February 9, 1976

LORIM THOMSON, JR.
GOVERNOR

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President,

‘ On behalf of the overwhelming majority of New
. Hampshire citizens of all political persuasions, I
apologize to you for the rude, uncouth and ill-
mannered behavior of that small minority of malcon-
tents who attempted to disrupt your campaign appearance
at the University of New. Hampshire on Sunday.

It is a stunning indictment of the time in which
we live that such manifestations of gross ignorance
and lack of basic manners be so blatantly demonstrated
publicly by any citizen.

This group of agitators, many of whom profess
membership in the People's Bicentennial Committee,
have attempted for the past several weeks to use the
same disruptive tactics at campaign appearances by
other Presidential candidates.

Please know that New Hampshire voters will base
their preference for President on the issues articulated
by the candidates, and not by the howl of the mob outside
the window.

Sincerely,

Meldrim Thomson, Jr.(
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 18, 1976

Dear Governor Thomson:

It was generous of you to send me a letter
of apology on behalf of the overwhelming
majority of New Hampshire citizens for the
conduct of a few during my recent appearance
at the University of New Hampshire. But in
my Jjudgment, no apology was called for.

The extraordinary demonstration of good
citizenship of more than 3,000 persons in
the audience at the University massively
outweighed the boisterous and disruptive
behavior of a few people.

There was an attempt by those few to infringe
on my right to speak and the right of the
audience to listen. In our free society, the
hecklers, of course, do have freedom of speech,
but this freedom must not be abused to the
point where others are denied their freedoms

to speak and to hear others speak.

These sometimes conflicting rights and freedoms -

were resolved that Sunday at the Lundholm Gym-
nasium in a most democratic way in the best
traditions of New Hampshire and of our Republic.
The thousands in the audience insisted on their
right to hear my answers -- with good humor,
but very firmly. As one member of the audience
put it, "I would like to remind some of the
people here that while they assert their right
of freedom of speech, I also have a right to
listen on an intelligent basis without
interruption."

At the same time, the tiny group of hecklers
asserted its right to make its views known,
even though they did so with crude language
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2 ..

and bad manners. I've always believed that
free people can disagree without being
disagreeable.

You should be proud that in your state of
New Hampshire, a meeting which started off
in a tense and contentious mood ended up as
a genuine constructive dialogue on such im-
portant issues as health care,_gun control,
drugs, energy, foreign policy, military
policy, jobs, the environment, welfare,
amnesty, abortion, the political role of
big business, veterans benefits, and much
more.

I am enclosing a copy of the 23 page tran-
script of the meeting so that you can see how
much was achieved and so that you will realize
there is no cause for your disappointment or
dismay.

We who were there did not witness "a stunning
indictment of the time we live in," as you put
it in your letter. Rather, we witnessed a
triumphant testimonial to the desire of free
men and women to assert their rights to listen
to a President whose views were unpopular with
a noisy minority of the audience. At the same
tine, the minority, which started out shouting
obscenities and disrupting the meeting, was
itself shouted down and forced to make its
views heard in a more democratic and more
orderly way.

In the end, the rights of everyone were served.
I am proud of the citizens of New Hampshire, .
and you should be too. They had every right
to be proud of themselves for what they ac-
complished in speech and in action that Sunday
night on the campus of the University of New
Hampshire.

Sincerely,

y

The Honorable Meldrim Thomson, Jr.
Governor of New Hampshire
Concord, New Hampshire 03301
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STATE OF NEwW HAMPSHIRE
CONCORD 03301

February 9, 1976

LDRIM THOMSON, JR.
GOVERNOR

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President,

_ On behalf of the overwhelming majority of New
- Hampshire citizens of all political persuasions, I
apologize to you for the rude, uncouth and ill-
mannered behavior of that small minority of malcon-
tents who attempted to disrupt your campaign appearance
at the University of New.Hampshire on Sunday.

It is a stunning indictment of the time in which
we live that such manifestations of gross ignorance
and lack of basic manners be so blatantly demonstrated
publicly by any citizen.

This group of agitators, many of whom profess
membership in the People's Bicentennial Committee,
have attempted for the past several weeks to use the
same disruptive tactics at campaign appearances by
other Presidential candidates.

Please know that New Hampshire voters will base
their preference for President on the issues articulated
by the candidates, and not by the howl of the mob outside
the window.

Sincerely,

St Fo.

Meldrim Thomson, Jr.(
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 17, 1976

Dear Governor Thomson:

It was generous of you to send me a letter of
apology on behalf of the overwhelmlng majority
of New Hampshire citizens, but in my judgment
no apology on their behalf was called for. The
extraordinary demonstration of good citizenship
of more than 3,000 persons in the audience at
the University of New Hampshire massively out-
weighed the bad manners and disruptive behavior
of perhaps 100 or so persons.

In a free society there will always be some who
try to abuse the rights of others. But they can-
not succeed so long as the great majority are
strong in their determination to defend their
rlghts. A successful defense of the right to
speak and to hear others speak is the real story
of what happened that Sunday night in Lundholm
Gymnasium. '

The heroes of the meeting were the thousands in
the audience who insisted on their right to hear
my answers -- with good humor, but very firmly.
As one member of the audience put it, "I would
like to remind some of the people here that while
they assert their right of freedom of speech, I
also have a right to listen on an intelligent
basis without interruption." By standing up for
their rights, they heard my views on health care,
~gun control, drugs, energy, foreign policy,
military policy, jobs, the environment, welfare,
amnesty, abortion, the political role of big
business, veterans benefits, and much more.
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What gave the meeting its unusual quality of
suspense and high drama was that everyone real-
ized that freedom of speech was being attacked
and that they had to defend it. Especially at
first, no one could be sure which side would win
out.

But the determination of most of the audience to
defend their right to hear eventually overwhelmed
the crude attack of the few. No paper account
can reproduce for one who was not present the
excitement of the meeting, but I am enclosing a
copy of the 23-page transcript so that you can at
least see how much was achieved and that there is
no cause at all for disappointment or dismay.

We who were there did not witness "a stunning in-
dictment of the time we live in," as you put it

in your letter, but rather a triumphant testimonial
to the strength of free men and women who know
their rights and are willing to uphold them.

I am proud of the citizens of New Hampshire. They
have every right to be proud of themselves for
what they accomplished, in speech and in action,
that Sunday night on the campus of the University
of New Hampshire.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Meldrim Thomson, Jr.
Governor of New Hampshire
Concord, New Hampshire 03301
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

2/17/76
Dr. Goldwin:

Trudy from Jim Connor's office called to
say that Messrs. Morton and Callaway agree
with your letter but that Mr. Marsh has

the following comments and Jim Connor asked
that you comment:

2nd sentence , lst paragraph to read as
follows: - ,

OK The extraordinary demonstration of good“al
? citizenship of more than 3000 persons
04 i, the audience at the University of New
“4ﬁu\Hampshire massively outweighed the bad
manners and disruptive behavior Of it
emiiei=o® perhaps 100 or so persons.

e

3rd pafagraph, 1st sentence.

i.e. my answers--with good humor, but very
firmly -- is this referring to persons
responses or to the obersvation of a
member of the audience quoted later in the

paragraph?
,,%_,, WM«M
Yo f”f%Lp.avub&{kwif

P.S. They¥ would like to hea® from you as

soon as possible as they would like the

letter to go today. \



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 17, 1976

Dear Governor Thomson:

It was generous of you to send me a letter of
apology on behalf of the overwhelming majority
of New Hampshire citizens, but in my judgment.
no apology on their behalf was called for. - The
bad manners and disruptive behavior of 100 or
so persons at the University of New Hampshire
was massively outweighed by the extraordinary
demonstration of good citizenship by more than
3,000 persons in the rest of the audlence.

In a free society there will always be some who
try to abuse the rights of others. But they can-
not succeed so long as the great majority are
strong in thelr determination to defend their
rights. A successful defense of the right to
speak and to hear others speak is the real story
of what happened that Sunday night in Lundholm
Gymnasium,

The heroes of the meeting were the thousands in
the audience who insisted on their right to hear
my answers —- with good humor, but very firmly.

As one member of the audience put it, "I would
like to remind some of the people here that while
they assert their right of freedom of speech, I
also have a right to listen on an intelligent
basis without interruption." By standing up for
their rights, they heard my views on health care,
gun control, drugs, energy, forelgn policy,
military policy, jobs, the environment, welfare,
amnesty, abortion, the political role of big
business, veterans benefits, and much more.
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What gave the meeting its unusual quality of
suspense and high drama was that everyone real-
ized that freedom of speech was being attacked
and that they had to defend it. Especially at
first, no one could be sure which side would win
out.

But the determination of most of the audience to
defend their right to hear eventually overwhelmed
the crude attack of the few. No paper account
can reproduce for one who was not present the
excitement of the meeting, but I am enclosing a
copy of the 23-page transcript so that you can at
least see how much was achieved and that there is
no cause at all for disappointment or dismay.

We who were there did not witness "a stunning in-
dictment of the time we live in," as you put it

in your letter, but rather a triumphant testimonial
to the strength of free men and women who know
their rights and are willing to uphold them.

I am proud of the citizens of New Hampshire. They
have every right to be proud of themselves for
what they accomplished, in speech and in action,
that Sunday night on the campus of the University
of New Hampshire.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Meldrim Thomson, Jr.
Governor of New Hampshire
Concord, New Hampshire 03301
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Jim -

Morton & Callaway approve the letter
as is,

Jack Marsh - recommends some
cla nges.

Trudy






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 17, 1976

Dear Governor Thomson:

It was generous of you to send me a letter of
apology on behalf of the overwhelming majority
of New Hampshire citizens, but in my Jjudgment
no apology on their behalf was called for. The
bad manners and disruptive behavior of 100 or
S0 persons at the University of New Hampshire
was massively outweighed by the extraordinary
demonstration of good citizenship by more than
3,000 persons in the rest of the audience.

In a free society there will always be some who
try to abuse the rights of others. But they can-
not succeed so long as the great majority are
strong in their determination to defend their
rights. A successful defense of the right to
speak and to hear others speak is the real story
of what ‘happened that Sunday night in Lundholm
Gymnasium. :

The heroes of the meeting were the thousands in
the audience who insisted on their right to hear
my answers -- with good humor, but very firmly.
As one member of the audience put it, "I would
like to remind some of the people here that while
they assert their right of freedom of speech, I
also have a right to listen on an intelligent
basis without interruption." By standing up for
their rights, they heard my views on health care,
gun control, drugs, energy, foreign policy,
military policy, jobs, the environment, welfare,
amnesty, abortion, the political role of big
business, veterans benefits, and much more.
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What gave the meeting its unusual quality of
suspense and high drama was that everyone real-
ized that freedom of speech was being attacked
and that they had to defend it. Especially at
first, no one could be sure which side would win
out.

But the determination of most of the audience to
defend their right to hear eventually overwhelmed
the crude attack of the few. - No paper account
can reproduce for one who was not present the
excitement of the meeting, but I am enclosing a
copy of the 23-page transcript so that you can at
least see how much was achieved and that there is
no cause at all for disappointment or dismay.

We who were there did not witness "a stunning in-

dictment of the time we live in," as you put it

“in your letter, but rather a triumphant testimonial

to the strength of free men and women who know
their rights and are willing to uphold them.

I am proud of the citizens of New Hampshire. They
have every right to be proud of themselves for
what they accomplished, in speech and in action,
that Sunday night on the campus of the University
of New Hampshire. .

Sincerely,

The Honorable Meldrim Thomson, Jr.
Governor of New Hampshire '
Concord, New Hampshire 03301




STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
CONCORD 03301

February 9, 1976

GOVERNOR

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President,

. On behalf of the overwhelming majority of New
Hampshire citizens of all political persuasions, I
apologize to you for the rude, uncouth and ill-
mannered behavior of that small minority of malcon-
tents who attempted to disrupt your campaign appearance
at the University of New Hampshire on Sunday.

It is a stunning indictment of the time in which
we live that such manifestations of gross ignorance
and lack of basic manners be so blatantly demonstrated
publicly by any citizen.

This group of agitators, many of whom profess
membership in the People's Bicentennial Committee,
have attempted for the past several weeks to use the
same disruptive tactics at campaign appearances by
other Presidential candidates.

Please know that New Hampshire voters will base
their preference for President on the issues articulated

by the candidates, and not by the howl of the mob outside
the window.

Sincerely,

Meldrim Thomson, Jr.

MT:cjc




ACTION MEMORANDUM WASIHINGTON LOG NO.:

Date: 'February 17, 1976 . Time: 8:40 am

FOR ACTION: cc (for information):
JACK MARSH
ROGERS C. B. MORTON
HOWARD CALLAWAY (VIA MORTON)

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

DUE: Date: February 17, 1976 Time: ASAP

SUBJECT:

Gov. Thompson, New Hampshire letter to President
and President's proposed reply

ACTION REQUESTED:

. For Necessary Action X For Your Recommendations
Prepare Agenda and Brief Draft Reply
X __ For Your Comments Draft Remarks

REMARKS:

. Immmediate response requested. The incoming letter was received from.

the Governor on Friday. The attached reply has been proposed and, if
approved, will also be released to the New Hampshire newspapers this
weekend.

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a . B
delay in submitting the required material, please James E. Connor
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. .




“THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 17, 1976

Dear Governor Thomson:

It was generous of you to sénd me a letter of

apology on behalf of the overwhelming majority
of New Hampshire citizens, but in my judgment
no apology on their behalf was called for. The
bad manners and disruptive behavior of 100 or
so persons at the University of New Hampshire
was massively outweighed by the extraordinary
demonstration of good citizenship by more than
3,000 persons in the rest of the audience.

In a free society there will always be some who
try to abuse the rights of others. But they can-
not succeed so long as the great majority are
strong in their determination to defend their
rights. A successful defense of the right to
speak and to hear others speak is the real story
of what ‘happened that Sunday night in Lundholm
Gymnasium. :

The heroes of the meeting were the thousands in
the audience who insisted?on their right to hear
my answers —--4Aet 00d_humor, but very firmly
As one member of the audience s would
like to remind some of the people here that while
they assert their right of freedom of speech, I
also have a right to listen on an intelligent
basis without interruption." By standing up for
their rights, they heard my views on health care,
gun control, drugs, energy, foreign policy,

- military policy, jobs, the environment, welfare,

amnesty, abortion, the political role of big
business, veterans benefits, and much more.
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What gave the meeting its unusual quality of
suspense and high drama was that everyone real-
1zed that freedom of speech was being attacked
and that they had to defend it. Especially at
first, no one could be sure which side would win
out.

But the determination of most of the audience to
defend their right to hear eventually overwhelmed
the crude attack of the few. No paper account
can reproduce for one who was not present the
excitement of the meeting, but I am enclosing a
copy of the 23-page transcript so that you can at
least see how much was achieved and that there is
no cause at all for disappointment or dismay.

We who were there did not witness "a stunning in-
dictment of the time we 1live in," as you put it

~in your letter, but rather a triumphant testimonial
to the strength of free men and women who know
their rights and are willing to uphold them.

I am proud of the citizens of New Hampshire. They
have every right to be proud of themselves for
what they accomplished, in speech and in action,
that Sunday night on the campus of the University
of New Hampshire. ‘

Sincerely,

The Honorable Meldrim Thomson, Jr.
Governor of New Hampshire '
Concord, New Hampshire 03301




LDRIM THOMSON, JR.
GOVERNOR

STATE OF NEwW HAMPSHIRE
CONCORD 03301

February 9, 1976

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President,

) On behalf of the overwhelming majority of New
Hampshire citizens of all political persuasions, I
apologize to you for the rude, uncouth and ill-
mannered behavior of that small minority of malcon-
tents who attempted to disrupt your campaign appearance
at the University of New Hampshire on Sunday.

It is a stunning indictment of the time in which
we live that such manifestations of gross ignorance
and lack of basic manners be so blatantly demonstrated
publicly by any citizen.

This group of agitators, many of whom profess
membership in the People's Bicentennial Committee,
have attempted for the past several weeks to use the
same disruptive tactics at campaign appearances by
other Presidential candidates.

Please know that New Hampshire voters will base
their preference for President on the issues articulated

_by the candidates, and not by the howl of the mob outside

the window.
Sincerely,

Y S R A

Meldrim Thomson, Jr.(

MT:cjc
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,It was generous of you to send me a letter of apology on behalf of
the overwhelming majority of New Hampshire citizens, but in my judgment
no apology on their behalf was called for. The bad manners and disruptive
beahvior of 100 or so persons at the University of New Hampshire was
massively outweighed by the extraordinary demonstration of good citizenship
by more than 3,000 persons in the rest of the audience,.

In a free society there will always be some who try to abuse the

I B NP SIS s

rights of others. But they cannot succeed so long as the great majority

Pt

are strong in their determination to defend their rights. A successful
defense of the righﬁ to speak and to hear others speak is the real story
of what happened that Sunday night in Lundholm Gymnasium.

The heroes of the meeting were the thousands in the audience who

insisted on their right to hear my answers--with good humor, but very

-t

firmly. As one member of the audience put it, "I would like to remind

some of the people here that while they assert their right of freedom

nargT s s w—

of speech, I also have a right to listen on an intelligent basis
without interruption." As_a_xesuiijgi_that—kénd—uf standing up for
their rights, they heard my views on health care, gun control, drugs,
energy, foreign policy, military policy, jobs, the environment, welfare,
amnesty, abortion, the political role of big business, veterans benefits,
and much more.

But gave the meeting its unusual quality of suspense and high
drama was that everyone realized that freedom of speech was being attacked
and that they had to defend it. Especially at first, no one could be sure

which side would win out.
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But the determination of most of the audience to defend their fight
to hear eventually overwhelmed the crude attack of the few. No paper

GWJL/LAF4L*—'LkL4L‘) f
account can reproduce for these—whu—were not present the. excitement of .

{

the ;zzzzifgis:g%f—ﬂeftnse, but I am enclosing a copy of the 23-page transcript
so that you can at least see how much was achieved and that there is no

cause at all for disappointment or dismay.

We who were there did not witness "a stunning indictment of the time

O

we live in,"

as you put it in your letter, but rather a triumphant testi-
monial to the strength of free men and women who know their rights and
are willing to uphold them.

I am proud of the citizens of New Hampshire. They have every right
to be proud of themselves for what they accomplished, in speech and in

action, that Sunday night on the campus of the University of New Hampshire.

Sincerely,

s e e g



Dear Gov T:

It was generous of you to send me a letter of apology on behalf of
the overwhelming majority of New Hampshire citizens, but in my judgment
no apology on their behalf was called for. The bad manners and disruptive
beahvior of 100 or so persons at the University of New Hampshire was
massively outweighed by the extraordinary demonstrationfo good citizenship
by more than 3,000 persons in the rest of the audience.

In a free society there will always be some who try to abuse the
rights of others. But they cannot succeed so long as the great majority
are strong in their determination to defend their rights. A successful
hefense'of the right to speak and to hear others speak is the real story
of what happened that Sunday night in Lundholm Gymnasium.

The heroes of the meeting were the thousands in the audience who
insisted on their right to hear my answers--with good humor, but very
firmly. As one member of the audience put it, "I would like to remind
some of the people here that while they assert their right of freedom
of speech, I also have a right to listen on an intelligent basis
without interruption." W standing up for
their rights, they heard my views on health care, gun control, drugs,
energy, foreign policy, military policy, jobs, the environment, welfare,
amnesty, abortion, the political role of big business, veterans benefits,
'and much more.

Outaﬂﬂat gave the meeting its unusual quality of suspense and high
drama was that everyone realized that freedom of speech was being attacked
and that they had to defend it. Especially at first, no one could be sure

which side would win out.



But the determination of most of the audience to defend their right
to hear eventually overwhelmed the crude attack of the few. No paper

one wheo wWas
account can reproduce for slvowe-~whe=were not present the excitement of

themm, but I am enclosing a copy of the 23-page transcript
so that you can at least see how much was achieved and that there is no
cause at all for disappointment or dismay.
We who were there did not witness "a stunning indictment of the time
we live in," as you put it in your letter, but rather a triumphant testi-
monial to the strength of free men and women who know their rights and
are willing to uphold them.
I am proud of the citizens of New Hampshire. They have every right
to be proud of themselves for what they accomplished, in speech and in

action, that Sunday night on the campus of the University of New Hampshire.

Sincerely,





