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E'EE PRESIDENT HAS SEEH. v
January 5, 1976

MEETING WITH SENATOR MATHIAS
Tuesday, January 6, 1976
12:30 p. m. (10 minutes)
The Oval Office

Thru: Max L. Friedersdorf
From: William T. Kendall V\K\Q

PURPOSE

To discuss, at the Senator's request, the Massachusetts Primary
and two other topics.

BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS & PRESS PLAN

A,

Background: Senator Mathias, on October 30, 1975, made a speech

at the National Press Club in which he hinted that he might enter
some primaries if the President faltered in New Hampshire and
other early primaries. (See speech and press clips at Tab A,) The
gist of Mathias' speech and subsequent press stories was that the
President was making concessions to the Republican "Right Wing"
which was driving moderates and ''centrists' out of the party. This,
he claimed, would result in a weakened GOP, a possible party split,
and the emergence of a third political party -- what he called a
"centrist'' party.

Subsequently, Mathias, in a press interview, said he might not run
in the primaries but instead, run as a third party ''centrist' candidate.

Kendall has spoken directly with Mathias regarding the Senator's
intentions. Immediately after the October speech, Senator Mathias
requested a meeting with the President to explain his speech and the
attendant publicity.

Last week Mathias again called Kendall to renew his request for a
meeting, He wants to talk about three subjects:

1. The general state of the Republican Party (See Tab A)




2. The Massachusetts Primary. During Kendall's conversation
with the Senator he said the following: He has been told by
some political people in Massachusetts that he would do well
in that primary, but that he is not looking for an "'ego trip''.
He also said he is not interested in '"helping Reagan'' by
staying in the Primary. He has a deadline of Friday, January
9, 1976 for withdrawal.

Kendall asked the Senator directly what he thought would be

the result of the meeting with the President. Mathias answered
that he would consider withdrawing from the Massachusetts
Primary if the President asked him to do so.

Kendall believes that Mathias is probably out on a limb and
would like an excuse to get out of the primary. In spite of
the fact that he claims he would do well he would need funds,
which he does not have. Another factor is that Mathias'
father-in-law is former Republican Governor Bradford of
Massachusetts. If Mathias goes into the state he would have
to do well or suffer a certain amount of embarrassment.

3. George Bush, Senator Mathias also indicated he would like to
talk about George Bush and his anticipated confirmation as
Director of the C.I. A,

B. Participants: The President, Senator Mathias, and William T, Kendall

C. Press Plan: Not to be announced. White House photo only.

I1I, TALKING POINTS

1. Hello, Mac. I am pleased that you wanted to come in for a talk, I
am disappointed that I have not had your support thus far for the
nomination. I have read your press club speech and I do not agree
with you that I have been overly concerned with the views of the
conservatives. My door has always been open to listen to all shades
of opinion and I think it is becoming obvious that there are significant
differences between myself and Reagan.



In my mind, I am a moderate and I feel that I can attract the
majority of voters, not only in the primaries but in the November
election.

Mac, I understand that last year you also faced a threat from the
so-called right wing. I am sure you did not emphasize your pro-
gressive record in the face of Helen Bentley's well-known desire

to run against you. What would your advice be in the face of Reagan's
challenge?

Mac, I think neither of us would like to see a Reagan candidacy.

We can best beat back this challenge by uniting rather than splitting

the party. I know you are facing a deadline on Friday in Massachusetts.
I believe the state will be one of my strong ones but I can use your

help there. I hope that you will consider withdrawing in my favor.

I understand you want to discuss George Bush. Why don't you go
ahead, Mac.
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