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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 2, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: DICK CHENEY
FROM: JIM CONNOR
SUBJECT: Photo 200 --- A Proposal for a

Photographic Program to Depict the
Nation in its 200th Year

You might note that Jim Cavanaugh is greatly concerned that in
the context of the tight budget the President would be subject to
a lot of criticism for spending $2 million on this.

I understand Jim Lynn is familiar with this issue.

Digitized from Box C32 of The Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



" EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRES“DENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

December 2, 1975

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT W

FROM: Paul H. O'Neill 0

SUBJECT: Photo-200 -- A Proposal for a
Photographic Program to Depict
the Nation in its 200th Year

Background

In a recent letter to you, Senator Baker has suggested that

you formally endorse Photo-200, as a means of helping secure
the necessary funding for this activity. This project would
support photographic activities designed to produce a "portrait"
of our country in 1976. It would cost $2.4 million.

This proposal has been developed this year and has enlisted the
support of some of the major photo journalists in the nation.
The National Endowment for the Arts advises that they provided
an initial small grant some time ago for this project. How-
ever, they indicate they have not received a formal application
for the proposal and do not foresee funding being provided for
it within its current list of priorities. However, in a letter
to Senator Baker, Nancy Hanks indicated that they would provide
support for Photo-200, if the Congress provided a supplemental
for this project and ... "if the President agreed ..." We were
not made aware of the Endowment's position on a supplemental
until after the letter had been transmitted.

Discussion

Arguments in favor of an endorsement:

~-- A project such as this, given the high caliber of skills
. involved in the initial planning, could yield a product
of some historic importance.



Arguments in opposition to an endorsement:

-—- An endorsement, without qualification, would be fairly
interpreted by Senator Baker as an agreement to accept
added funding for the National Arts Endowment for this
specific purpose. This would be an unfortunate, high
visibility add on at a time when we are seeking to
restrain growth in Federal spending.

Alternative:

Indicate to Senator Baker that the idea of a photographic
histow of the bicentennial is appealing but that you cannot
support additional appropriations for this purpose.

Decision
Approve endorsement.
Disapprove endorsement.

OMB alternative.



PARADE ' Parade Publications, Inc. + 212 953-7500
: 733 Third Avenué, New York, New York 10017
JESS GORKIN

Editor . . Writer’s Direct Dial No. 953 7555
November 24, 1975

Mr. Ron Nessen
White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Ron:

Thank you for agreeing to show the enclosed
material on the Photo/200 Project to the
President.

Briefly, the President 1iked the 1dea proposed
in the March 2, 1975 Open Letter that called
for a photo documentary report on the Bi-
centennial Year. He asked David Kennerly to
help implement this idea. About a dozen of
us from the Government and the private sector
met in the White House a number of times with
Kennerly and this resulted in a permanent
committee, a director for the project, and
the formation of a non-profit organization.
A11 the photos taken for this project will
finally be housed in the Library of Congress.

Parade received tens of thousands of letters
in favor of this project, the Congress favors
i1t and at this point what {is needed is a nod
of approval from the President. I think that
the simplest, most effective way for the
President to express his approval would be for
him to agree to either points 4 or 5 in the
excerpt from the enclosed memorandum.

As I said to you on the phone, Parade will run




several follow-up stories in which we will
glve full credit to the President for his
support in implementing the project.

Sincerely,

( [M/ |

Jess éork1n




" statement about 1976. From the thousands

) » the dates of "'z meetinga and  project at a level of $2.4 million can be

‘

4

whether they were open or ciossd to the
public, and the total estimated U.S. cost to
fund, supply and maintain the comniittee.

Unlixe 1t3 predécessors, the third annual
report "was microfilmed by the Genere! Serv-

ices Adminristration. The two-roll set, cata- .
‘slogued microcapy No. A-1399, can be ordered

postpaid from the Natlonal Archives and
Records Service (NEPS), Washirgton,. D.C,
20408, for $24.
" The subcoramittee oversees trtz Federal
Advisory Committes Act, which requires that
the membe=ship of an advisory committes
be “fairly-balanced In terms of tke points of
view represerited and the furcticzs to be
performed by the advisoiy comm:titee.” )

According to the new index, corporations
with large numbers of representatives on
advisory committees incluce: :

AT&T anc RCA—85

ITT—86 :

General Electric—80

Communtcations Satellite Corp.—54

Exxon——48 -

IBM-—40

Mitre Corp.—37

Boeing—36 P -

The AFL-CIO has 92 represeniutives on
advisory committees. The University of Cali-
fornia (all campuses) leads in 1ts category

with 350, followed by Harvard (167), Ualver- °

sity of Texas (110), MIT (103), Johns Hop-
kins and the University of Michigan (103),
and Columbia University (102).

The index also shows thet one Comsat era-
ployee serves un fifteen advisory corumistees,
one Federal Aviation Administration em-
ployee serves on ten, and one from the Fed-
eral Communications Cemmission serves on
nine.

‘While the index will serve as a valuable
reference. for the Congress and the public,
Sen. Metcalf sald users of the indez should

bear In mind that “it is only as accurate as .

the information conta'ned in the third an-
nual report. Therefore, errocs in the original

source documenis will also appear in the

index.”

The index is available from the Superin«
tendent of Documents, US. Government
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, for
$15.50.

Press and official coples of the index are
avallable from the subcommittee. 16 Rué-
sell Senate Oifice Building, Washirgton,\D.
205}0. phone (202) 224-1474.

£

,/ * NATIONAL BICENTENNIAL
“/ PHOTOGRAPHY PROJECT

Mr. BAKER, Mr. President, we are now
in the midst of rlanning for the 1976
Bicentennial, and numerous projects at
the Federal, State, «nd local ievels have
been proposed to celebrate tbe strength
and diversity which has characterized
our first 200 years as a _nation. In this
regard, I would like to call to the atten-

“tion of my colleagues in the Senate a pro--

posed Bicentennial photography proj-
ect which has been developed by photo-
graphic experts inside and outside of
Government and which hzs now been
suggested as an undertaking of the Na-
tional Endowment for tne Arts.

The Bicentennial photographic proj-.
ect has .been designed as a comprehen-.

slve photographic sur.ey of the United
States utilizing the talents of some of
our best photographers. The permanent
record of photographs will be easily ac-
cessible, through the television, film, and
print media, as well as potcntial region-
al exhibitici:s, to all parts of the Nation.

-included in the National Endowment for

the Arts appropriation soon to be con-
sidered by the Senate Appropriations
Committee so that this effort, which 1
consider to be one of the most worth-
while and lasting contributions which we
could make to the Bicentennial celebra-
tion, can get underway as soon as
possible.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that a summary of the background
and goals of the Bicentennial photo-
graphic project be printed in the Recorp.

There being no objection, the sum--

mary was ordered to be printed in the
REecorbp, as follows: :

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF NATIONAL BICENTENNIAL
PHOTOGRAPHY PrOJECT

A photographic survey to record with clar-
ity and respect the character of our Ameri-
can life: this would be one of the most valu-
able contributions of the Blcentennial cele-
brations to present and future Americans.
We are besieged with mass produced images
in television, film and publications, but the
dally lives of few Americans are recorded for
themselves and posterity, Our diversity is
collapsed into glimpses. of the famous and
the infamous. The mass media covers regu-~
larly only six of our fifty states—the others
are. ignored until they are convulsed by
“newsworthy"” catastrophes. We need today
& portrait of all-of American undertaken with
the same thoroughness and brilliance which
characterized the Farm Security Administra.
tion’s famed efforts of the 1930's.

On March 2, 1975, an editorial in Parade
magazine suggested to President Ford that
he constder such a photographic documenta-'
tion of the nation. A committee of photo-
graphic experts and representatives from the
National Endowment for the Arts, the De-
partments of the Interior and Agriculture,
the Library of Congress and the White House
subsequently established the guidelines for
such a national seif-portrait. The NEA pro-
vided an initial small grant for the develop-
nent of the project proposal. All agreed that
the goal of a Bicentennial photography proj-
ect 1s to capture and flluminate the Amert-
can experience and to preserve for future
generations a vision of the American people
as we were in our 200th year: .

A photographic survey of the United States
cannot be a random collection of pictures,
nor should funds be wasted in endless duplt-
cation. The project must be nationally coor-
nated and supervised by a skillful and re-
spected person from the Photographic field.
PHOTO-200, a non-profit self-liquidating or-
ganization, was established for the sole pur-
pose of directing the most important photo-
graphic study of the natlon ever undertaken.
Ken Heyman, one of the country’s best pho-
tographers, whose credits include books with
Dr. Margaret Mead and former President Lyn-
don B. Johnson, has been chosen to give
PHOTO-200 the judiclous and imaginative
l2adership required. .

PHOTO-200 will invite the nation's pho-
tographers to submit representative port-
Ifollos. From these, as many as two hundred

of the most gifted and perceptive photogra- -

phers will be selected by a board of experts

and assigr.ed to undertake a Jjourney as “vis- ’

ual kListorians™ to capture the mood and sub-
staice of America. At least two or more pho-
tographers will be working in each of the
fifty states. The dialogue between the direc-
tor of PHOTO-200 and the photographers
will yield a coherent and detalled portrait of
America from Alaska’to Florida, from our
offices, homes, farms and schools to our su-
permarkets, street corners and parks,

When .the Bicentennial is over this photo-

of photographs taken, one hundred from each
photographer will be sclected. archivally
printed and stored with the Library of Con-
gress as an invaluable artistic and histortcal
resource. In addition, PHOTO-200 will orga-
nize numerous traveling exhlbitions of the
collection that will reach all parts of the
country, not just its major centers. To bring
the portrait of America into as many homes
and offices as possible, the collection will be
reproduced in hardcover and paperback
books.

The study of America by PHOTO-200's
photographers will be the most significant
such collection ever assembled. It will re-
veal and reafirm our American identity, and
it will offer an accurate and insightful vision
of the American people to future generations, .
showing them who we were and what we’

tood for in 1976. ) ‘ .

z

BANGLADESH

ENNEDY. Mr. President, last
oup of Bangladesh Army per-
sonal—who were involved in the assas-
“sination of the late President of Bangla-
desh, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and
others—arrived in Bangkok from Dacca,
and through the American Embassy re-
quested asylum in the United States.
Earlier today, the Department of State
informed me that a formal request for
asylum, under the Attorney General's
parole authority in section 212(d) (5) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act, is
being actively considered, and that a de-
cision will be made within the near fu-

ture.

In this connection, Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to have printed in the
REecorp the statement I made on Novem-
ber 7 and a letter to Secretary of State
Henry A. Kissinger, both of which com-
ment on recent developments in Bangla-
desh and strongly recommend that the
pending request for asylum hy the group
of Bangladesh Army personnel be denied.

There being no objection, the state-
ment and letter were ordered to be
printed in the Recorp, as follows:
S5NaTOR KENNEDY'S STATEMENT ON DrviLOP-

MENTS IN BANGLADESH .

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, T am deeply
concerned that the Department of State has
under active consideration a request for

,asylum and admission into the United States

of a group of Bangladesh Army officers in-
volved in the assassination of the late Presi-
dent of Bangladesh, Shetkh Mujibur Rah-
man.

As one who has closely followed develop-
ments in Bangladesh, I have personally de-
plored the senseless killing of Sheikh Muiib
and his family last August. And the furtrer
-bloodshed in recent days, which has brought
death to many leaders of the Bangladesh in-
dependence movement, Is added cause for
concern over the future of that new country.
These layless acts .have set in motion a
tragic series of events which not only
threaten the political and social fabric of
Dangladesh, but the peade and stability of
the entire area. .

Since the costly civil war and the an-
gulshed birth of Bangiadesh in 1971, the peo-~
ple of this beleaguered nation have suffered
a serles of natural- disasters——floods,
typhoons, droughts, and crop-failure—which
have brought famine conditions to many
areas, and starvation and death to many
thousands. -

But the msn-made disaster which threat-
ens Bangladesh today is unleashing destruce

-~




PARADE » MARCH 2, 1975

A classic photo of 1936 Oklahoma dust storm taken by Arthur Rothstein,
now Parade’s photo editor. The picture is part of the great Farm Security

A Suggestion Jor the Bicentennial

Dear N President:

As the nation’s Bicentennial celebration gets
underway, Parade would like to offer a sugges-
tion that we believe will make the forthcoming
observances even more meaningful to our peo-
ple—not only of this generation, but of those
stil! to come.

After two centuries of existence, the United

States has achieved a way of life like none that
has existed before. It is reflected in our great
cities and rich farmlands, our busy scientific
complexes and cultural centers, our manifold
financial, commercial, and athletic activities,
our enduring social, religious and educational
institutions.

Parade would like to see this immensely
varied and vibrant life of America in the mid-
1970’s preserved and documented for ail time

through the art of photography. We would like
to see the Government of the United States, as
one of its major Bicentennial undertakings, com-
pile a photographic record of America today.

S

Precedents exist for this kind of thorough
photographic documentary, starting with the
work of Mathew Brady, whose battlefield pic-
tures constitute a graphic record of the Civil
War. An even more striking example is the great
photographic project undertaken by the Farm
Security Administration in the 1930’s which
compiled a vast photo documentary of this
country’s rural and smali-town life—a powerful
social document of 70,000 photographs that is
still maintained in the Library of Congress.

Administration project that documented American life during the 1930’s.
Parade urges the U.S. to undertake a similar project for our Bicentennial.

In like manner, we think a photographic rec-
ord of America today in all its aspects—its shad-
ows as well as its highlights, its problems as well
as its achievements—will serve to give our
people a comprehensive picture of what Amer-
ica is all about, what it has done, and what
remains to be done. For future generations, doc-
umentary photographs of how America lived,
worked, played during its Bicentennial observ-
ance (March 1, 1975, to Dec. 31, 1976) will
constitute a unique chronicle.

Parade itself would be honored to publish a
selection of the photos, bringing them to the
attention of our 36 million readers. The entire
set of photographs would appropriately be on
file, perhaps at the Library of Congress, for cur-
rent and future generations.

Mr. President, we believe the project we pro-
pose would be one of the most useful, exciting
and lasting contributions your Administration
can make to the great national celebration. We,
therefore, urge that you select a federal agency
to organize this historical project and begin
work on “A Portrait of American Life—1976."
Such a project can be, for us and for those who
come after us, a record of our accomplishments,
an expression of our hopes, and a reaffirmation
of our faith in these United States.

Respefh

JESS GORKIN, EDITOR



S T WASHINGTON, D.C. 20810 T
. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310 :
| ' November S5, 1975 :
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The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

As you will recall, you expressed an interest early this year in the
development of 2 Bicentennial Photographic Project which would com-
pile a photographic portrait-of the Nation im its 200th year through
the work of some of our finest photegraphers.

Early meetings held at The White House, chaired by David Kennerly,
and attended by representatives of the National Endowment for the
Arts, the Departments of Agriculture and Interior, the Library of
‘Congress and photographic experts, have now yielded a concrete pro-=
posal which would allow for completion of the project, at a budget of
$2.4 million, under the auspices of the National Endowment for the
Arts. d .

‘I have been impressed with the thorough planning which has gone into
the project, as well as with the high level of expertise evidenced in
its developers and staff, and I strongly support The appropriation of
funds to begin the photogrzphic survey as soon as possible. Toward

that end, I and others interested ia the project have suggested that.
the Senate Subcommittee on Interior Appropriations consider including
the necessary funds under the National Endowment for the Arts approp-
riation when it begins mark-up of the Interior Department Appropriations
Bill next week. ‘ : ' ’

~ Your expression of continued interest in and support for undertaking
a photographic documentation of the Natioa as a part of our Bicen~
tennial celebration would, of course, be most helpful in our efforts
to obtain the necessary funding &t the earliest possible time. 1
would very much appreciate any assistance which you zould provide in
this effort. - '

Yours very truly,

Howard H. Baker, Jr.

KliBJr:gh



ovember o, g :
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. Honorable Rodert C. Byrd, Chairman
Subcomuittee on Interior
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Az the Subcommittee moves toward mark-up of H. R. 8773, the Deparc-
ment of the Imterior and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill, 1

would like to express my support for inclusion of fucds to accomplish,
under the Ni:ional Endowment for the Arts, a comprehensive photographic
survey of the United States -as a part of our Bicentennial celebratiou.

As you may be aware, such a project was suggested in a Parade Mazazine
Editorial in March of this year. Since that time, & group of profes-
sional photographers and photographic experts, including represanta-
tives of the National Endowment and the White House, has organized and
developed a proposal for the project which, at a budget of $2.4 million,
will provide for the completion of a photographic portrait of the fif-
ty states by some of the nation's finest photographers. '

T have enclosed a brief description of the project, as welli as a cepy

of the proposed budget. The nature of the project seems well suited

to the National Endowment for the Arts, and it is my understanding that
the Endowment is enthusiastic about undertaking it. Due to the limited.
time remaining before the full rush of Bicentennial activities is upon
us, it is my feeling that the Congress should act as swiftly as possible
to provide funds so that the project can begin.

I hope you will agree that the project offers us a unique opportunity

to record the mood and spirit of America on our 200th anniversary at

a relatively low cost. The permanent record of photographs will pro-
vide a valuable insight for future generations of Americans, and it will
be easily accessible, through the television, film, and print wedia, as
well as potential regional exhibitions, to all parts of rhe nation.

L I will be most appreciative of your consideration of funding for a

Bicentennial Photographic Project, and I will be pleased to discuss .
it with you and provide further information abeut it if you should so
desire in the days ahead. e : '

Sincerely.

lloward H. Baker, Jr.

. HHBJr:gh
Enclosure



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 3, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CONNOR /
FROM: MAX FRIEDERSDCQ}V
SUBJECT: O'Neill Memo to President of 12/2 re Photo-200

proposal for a photographic program to depict
the nation in its 200th year.

The Office of Legislative Affairs approves endorsement of subject program.









THE WHITE HOU‘SE
ON MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.:

~ Date: December 2, 1975 Time:

FOR ACTION: cc (for information):
JIM CAVANAU

MAX ¥WRIEDERSDOREF
FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

DUE: Date: Tuesday, December 2, 1975 Time: ©6:00 PM

SUBJECT:

O'Neill Memo to President of 12/2 re Photo-200 - proposal
for a photographic program to depict the nation in its 200th year

ACTION REQUESTED:

For Necessary Action X For Your Recommendations
Prepare Agenda and Brief Drait Reply
X For Your Comments Dratft Remarks
REMARKS:

. We need your comments by 6:00 PM TODAY SO THIS CAN
BE DEXE 1 TO DICK CHENEY IN CHINA AT CHENEY'S RECUEST

1

I really think the President would be subject to a lot
of criticism if he were identified with allocating
over $2 million to this effort. '

Jim Cavanaugh% c
ﬂ ¢V

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a

delay in submilting the required material, plec

telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. James E. Connor

For the President



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
‘ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

December 2, 1975

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT LW,\/‘

FROM: Paul H. O'Neill

SUBJECT: Photo-200 -- A Proposal for a
Photographic Program to Depict
the Nation in its 200th Year

Background

In a recent letter to you, Senator Baker has suggested that

you formally endorse Photo-200, as a means of helping secure

the necessary’funding for this activity. This project would
support photographic activities designed to produce a "portrait"
of our country in 1976. It would cost $2.4 million.

This proposal has been developed this year and has enlisted the
support of some of the major photo journalists in the nation.
The National Endowment for the Arts advises that they provided
an initial small grant some time ago for this project. How-
ever, they indicate they have not received a formal application
for the proposal and do not foresee funding being provided for
it within its current list of priorities. However, in a letter
to Senator Baker, Nancy Hanks indicated that they would provide
support for Photo-200, if the Congress provided a supplemental
for this project and ... "if the President agreed ..." We were
not made aware of the Endowment's position on a supplemental
until after the letter had been transmitted.

Discussion

Arguments in favor of an endorsement:

-- A project such as this, given the high caliber of skills
‘ ~involved in the initial planning, could yield a product
of some historic importance.



Arguments in opposition to an endorsement:

-=- An endorsement, without qualification, would be fairly
interpreted by Senator Baker as an agreement to accept
added funding for the National Arts Endowment for this
specific purpose. This would be an unfortunate, high
visibility add on at a time when we are seeking to
restrain growth in Federal spending.

Alternative:

Indicate to Senator Baker that the idea of a photographic
histowy of the bicentennial is appealing but that you cannot
support additional appropriations for this purpose.

Decision
Approve endorsement.
- Disapprove endorsement. -

OMB alternative.



) BPPATRAIDE Parade Publications, Ine. + 212 953-7500
733 Third Avenue, New York, New York 10017
JESS GORKIN .

Editor Writer's Direct Dial No. 953 7555

November 24, 1975

Mr. Ron Nessen
White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Ron:

Thank you for agreeing to show the enclosed
material on the Photo/200 Project to the
President.

Briefly, the President 1iked the idea proposed
in the March 2, 1975 Open Letter that called
for a photo documentary report on the Bi-
centennial Year. He asked David Kennerly to
help implement this idea. About a dozen of
us from the Government and the private sector
met in the White House a number of times with
Kennerly and this resulted in a permanent
committee, a director for the project, and
the formation of a non-profit organization.
A11 the photos taken for this project will
finally be housed 1n the Library of Congress.

Parade received tens of thousands of letters
in favor of this project, the Congress favors
it and at this point what 1s needed 1s a nod
of approval from the President. I think that
the simplest, most effective way for the
President to express his approval would be for
him to agree to either points 4 or 5 in the
excerpt from the enclosed memorandum.

As I said to you on the phone, Parade will run




several follow-up stories 1n which we will
stve full credit to the President for his
sepport in implementing the project.

sincerely,




,/ © NATIONAL BICENTENNIAL

whether they were open or cioseri to the
public, and the total estimated U.S, cost to
fugd, supply and rcalntain the committee,

Unlike jts predecessors, ths third annual
report was microfilmed by the Generel Serve~
ices Admiristration. The two-r>il set, cata-

’ logued miciocopy No. A-1189.,can be ardered

postpald from the Natlonal Archives and
Records Service (NEPS), Washingtlon,. D.C.
25408, for $24.
" The subcoiamittee overseez tnz Federal
Advisory Committee Act, which requires thsat
the membe~ship of an advisory committes
be “falrly-balanced in terms of the points of
view represerted and the fupcilcos to be
performed by the sdvisoiy comm:titee,”

According to the new index, corporstions
with large naumbers of representatives on
advisory commitiees include:

AT&T and RCA—B5 .

ITr—86 :

General Electric—80

Communtcations Satellite Corp——64

Exxon—48 -

IBM-—40

Mitre Corp.—37

Boelng—36 .

The AFL-CIO has 92 represen:atives on
advisory committess. The University of Call~
fornia (all campuses) leads in its category

with 350, followed by Harvard (167), Catves- *

sity of Texas (110). MIT (1C3), Johus Hop-
kins and the University of Michigan (103),
and Columbia University (102).

The irdex also shows thet one Comsat ern-
ployee serves un fifteen advisory cormmistees,
one Fedcral Aviation Arministration em-
ployee serves on ten, and one from the Fed-
eral Communications Comrmission. serves on
nine,

While the index will serve as a valuable
reference for the Congress and the public,
Sen. Metcalf sajd users of the indez should

bear in mind that “it is only as accurate as .

the Information conta'ned in the third an-
nual report. Therefore, errors in the original
source documents will also appear in the
index." :

The index s available from the Superin-
tendent of Documents, U.S. Government
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, for
$15.50.

Press and official coples of the index dre
avallable from the subcommiizee., 161 Rus-
sell Senate Oifice Building, Wa.sh:l-gton,\
205}0. phone (202) 224-1474.

-

PHOTOGRAPHY PROJECT

Mr. BAKER, Mr. President, we are now
in the midst of rlanning for the 1976
Bicentennial, and numerous projects at
the Federal, State, «nd local icevels have
been proposed to celebrate the strength
and diversity which has characterized
our first 200 years as a _nation. In this
regard, I would like to call to the atten-

" tion of my colleagues in the Senate a pro--

posed Bicentennial photography proj-
ect which l:as been developed by photo-
graphic experts inside and outside of
Government and which has now been
suggested as an undertaking of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts.

The Biceatennial photographic proj-.

ect has been designed as a comprehen-
sive photographic survey of the Tnited
States utilizing the talents of some of
our best photographers. The permanent
record of photographs will be easily ac-
cessible, thrrugh the television, film, and
print media, as well as petontial region-
al exhibitici.s, to all parts of ti-e Nation.

project &l a Jevel of $2.4 million can be
included tn the National Endowment for
the Arts appropriation soon to be con-
slidered by the Senate Appropriations
Committee s0 that this etfort, which I
censider to be one of the most worth-
while and lasting contributions which we
could make to the Bicentennial celebra-
tion, can get underway as soon as
possible.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that a summary of the background
and goals of the Bicentennial photo-
graphic project be printed in the Recoro.

There being no objection, the sum--
mary was ordered to be printed in the
Recorp, as follows: :

BrIzr DESCRIPTION OF NATIONAL BICENTENNIAL
PHOTOGRAPHY ProJzcT

A photographic survey to record with clar-
ity and respect the character of our Ameri-
can life: this would be one of the most valu-
able contributions of the Bicentennial cele~
brations to present and future Americans.
We are besleged with mass produced images
in television, film and publications, but the
daily lives of few Americans are recorded for
themselves and posterity, Our diversity is
collapsed into glimpses. of the famous and
the infamous. The mass media covers regu-
larly only six of our fifty states—the others
are ignored until they are convulsed by
“newsworthy" catastrophes. We need today
a portrait ol all-of American undertaken with
the same thoroughness and brilllance which
characterized the Farm Security Administra-
tion’s famed efforts of the 1930's.

On March 2, 1975, an editorial in Parade
magazine cuggested to President Ford that
he consider such a photographic documenta-~
tion of the nation. A committee of photo-
graphic experts and representatives from the
National Endowment for the Arts, the De-
partments of the Interfor and Agriculture,
the Library of Congress and the White House
subcequently established the guldelines for
such a national seif-portrait. The NEA pro-
vided an initial small grant for the develop-
ment of the project proposal. All sgreed that
the goal of a Bicentenntal photography proj-
ect is to capture and illuminate the Ameri-
can experience and to preserve for future
generations a vision of the American people
as we were in our 200th year:

A photographic survey of the Untited States
cannot be a random collection of pictures,
nor should funds be wasted is: endless dupli-
cat{on. The project must be nationally coor-
nated and supervised by a skillful and re-
spected person from the photographic field.
PHOTO-200, a non-profit seif-liquidating or-
ganization, was established for the sole pur-
pose of directing the most important photo-
graphic study of the natlon ever undertaken.
Ken Heyman, one of the country's best pho-
tographers, whose credits include books with
Dr. Margaret Mead and former President Lyn-
don B. Johnson, has been chosen to give
PHOTO-200 the judiclous snd imaginative
leadership required. N

PHOTO-200 will Invite the nation’s pho-
tographers to submit representative port-
follos. From these, as many as two hundred
of tke most gifted and perceptive photogra- -
phers wlll be selected by a board of experts
and assigr.ed to undertake a journey as “vis- '
ual Eistorians®” to capture the mood and sub-
staice of Amerlca. At least two or more pho-
tographers will be worklng in each of the
fifty states. The dialugue between the direc-
tor of PHOTO-200 and the photographers
will yleld a coherent and detalled portrait of
Amerlca from Alaska’to Florlda, from our
offices, homes, farms and schools to our su-
permarkets, street corners and parks.

When .the Bicentennial is over this photo-

staternent abou . From the thousands
of photographs taken, one hundred from cach
photographer wlll be =selected, archivally
prinied and stored with the Library cf Cone
gres4 a8 an invaluable artisiic and historical
resource. In eddition, PHOTO-200 will crya-
nize numerous traveling exhibitions of the
collection that will reach all parts of the
country, not just its major centers. To bring
the portrait of America Into as many hores
sod offices as possible, the collection will te
reproduced in hardcover and paperback
books.

The study of America by PHOTO-200's
photographers will be the mos! signifcant
such collection ever assembled. It w1l re-
veal and reaffirm our American ldentity, and
it will offer an accurate and Insightful vision
of the American people to future generatiors,
showing them who we were and what we
stood for {n 1976. :

z

BANGLADESH

. KENNEDY. M\r. President, last
week, a group of Bangladesh Army per-
sonal—who were involved in the assas-
sination of the late President of Bangla-
desh, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and
others—arrived in Bangkok from Dacca,
and through the American Embassy re-
quested asylum in the United States.
Earlier today, the Department of State
informed me that a formal request for
asylum, under the Attorney Genperal’s
parole authority in section 212¢d)(5) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act, is
being actively considered, and that a de-
cision will be made within the near fu-
ture.

In this connection, Mr. President, I 2sk
unanimous consent to have printed in the
REecorD the statement I made on Novem-
ber 7 and a letter to Secretary of Stiate
Henry A. Kissinger, both of which com-
ment on reeent developments in Bangla-
desh and strongly recommend that the
pending request for asylum hy the group
of Bangladesh Army personnel be denied.

There being no objection. the state-
ment and letter were ordered to be
printed in the REcorp, as foliows:
S5NATOR KENNEDY'S STATEMENT ON DIvrLop-

MENTS IN BANGLADESH

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I am deeply
concerned that the Department of State has
under active consideration a request for
.asylum and admission into the United Statss
of a group of Bangladesh Army ofiicers in-
volved In the assassination of the late Presi-
dent of Bangladesh, Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man.

As one who has closely followed develep-
ments in Bangladesh, I have personally de-
plored the semseless killing of Shelkh Muiib_
and his famlily last August. And the fnrirer
~bloodshed in recent davs, which has brought
death to many leaders of the Banglacdesh in-
dependence movement, is added cause for
concern over the future of that new country.
These layless acts have set in motion &
tragic series of events which not cnly
threaten the polltical and social fabric of
Dangladesh, but the peace and stability of
the entire area. .

Since the costly civil war and the an-
guished birth of Bangladesh in 1971, the peos
ple of this beleaguered nation have sufSered
a series of natural- disasters—flcods,
typhoons, droughts. end crop-fallure—which
have brought famine conditions to many
areas, and starvation and death to many
thousands. A

But the man-made disaster which threat-
ens Bangladesh today Is unleashing destruc-

-~




PARADE ¢ MARCH 2, 1975

A classic photo of 1936 Oklahoma dust storm taken by Arthur Rothstein,
now Parade’s photo editor. The picture is part of the great Farm Security

A Suggestion for the Bicentennial

A

enter

1o President Coord

Dviar N President:

As the nation’s Bicentennial celebration gets
underway, Parade would like to offer a sugges-
tion that we believe will make the forthcoming
observances even more meaningful to our peo-
ple—not only of this generation, but of those
still to come.

After two centuries of existence, the United
States has achieved a way of life like none that
has existed before. It is reflected in our great
cities and rich farmlands, our busy scientific
complexes and cultural centers, our manifold
financial, commercial, and athletic activities,
our enduring social, religious and educational
institutions.

Parade would like to see this immensely
varied and vibrant life of America in the mid-
1970’s preserved and documented for all time

through the art of photography. We would like
to see the Government of the United States, as
one of its major Bicentennial undertakings, com-
pile a photographic record of America today.

SoNTees

Precedents exist for this kind of thorough
photographic documentary, starting with the
work of Mathew Brady, whose battlefield pic-
tures constitute a graphic record of the Civil
War. An even more striking example is the great
photographic project undertaken by the Farm
Security Administration in the 1930’s which
compiled a vast photo documentary of this
country’s rural and small-town life—a powerful
social document of 70,000 photographs that is
stilt maintained in the Library of Congress.

Administration project that documented American life during the 1930’s.
Parade urges the U.S. to undertake a similar project for our Bicentennial.

In like manner, we think a photographic rec-
ord of America taday in all its aspects—its shad-
ows as well as its highlights, its problems as wei:
as its achievements—will serve to give ou:
people a comprehensive picture of what Amer-
ica is all about, what it has done, and wha:
remains to be done. For future generations, doc-
umentary photographs of how America lived.
worked, played during its Bicentennial observ-
ance (March 1, 1975, to Dec. 31, 1976) wili
constitute a unique chronicle.

Parade itself would be honored to publish =
selection of the photos, bringing them to the
attention of our 36 million readers. The entire
set of photographs would appropriately be on
file, perhaps at the Library of Congress, for cur-
rent and future generations.

Mr. President, we believe the project we pro-
pose would be one of the most useful, exciting
and lasting contributions your Administration
can make to the great national celebration. We,
therefore, urge that you select a federal agency
to organize this historical project and begin
work on “A Portrait of American Life—1976."
Such a project can be, for us and for those who
come after us, a record of our accomplishments,
an expression of our hopes, and a reaffirmation
of our faith in these United States.

Respectfully,

JESS GORKIN, EDITOR



November 5, 1975 H

The President
The White Eouse
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

As you will recall, you expressed an interect early this year in the
developzent of a Bicentennial Photographic Project which would com-
pile a photographic portrait of the HNation in its 200th year through
the work of some of our finest photcgraphers.

Early meetings held at The White House, chaired by David Kennerly,
and attended by representatives of the National Endowment for the
Arts, the Departments of Agriculture and Interior, the Library of
-Congress and photographic experts, have now yielded a concrete pro-~
posal which would allow for completion of the project, at a budget of
"$2.4 million, under the auspices of the National Endowment for the
Arts. * : : :

‘I have been, impressed with the thorough planning which has gone into
the project, as well as with the high level of expertise evidenced in
its developers and staff, and I strongly suppoxt the appropriation of
funds to begin the photographic survey as soon as possible. Toward

that end, I and others interested ia the project have suggested that

the Senate Subcommittee on Interior Appropriations consider including
the necessary funds under the National Endowment for the Arts approp-
riation whnen it begins mark-up of the.Interior Department Appropriations
Bill next week. ’

Your expression of continued interest in and support for undertaking
a photographic documentation of the Natiou as a part of our Bicen~
tennial celebration would, of course, be most helpful in our efforts
to obtain the necessary funding &t the earliest possible time. I
would very much appreciate any assistance which you could provide in
this effort. - '

-
-

Yours very truly,

Howard H. Baker, Jr.

KUBJr:gh



Honorable Robert C. Byrd, Chairman
Subcommittee on Interior

Committee on Appropriations

United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chaircan:

As the Subcouzmittee moves toward mark-up of H. R. 8773, the Departc-
ment of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill, T

would like to express my support for inclusion of fucnds to accomplish,
under the Niv:ional Endowment for the Arts, 2 comprehensive photographic
survey of the United States -as a part of our Bicentennial celebratiou.

As you may be aware, such a project was suggested in a Parade Magazine
Editorial in March of this year. Since that time, & group of profes-
sional photographers and photographic experts, including representa-
tives of the National Endowment and the khite House, has corganized and
developed a proposal for the project which, at a budget of $2.4 million,
will provide for the completion of a photographic'portrait of the fif-
ty states by some of the nation's finest photographerzs.

17 . .

T have enclosed a brief description of the project, as well as a ccpy
of the proposed budget. The nature of the project seems well suited

to the Natiornal Endowment for the Arts, and it is my understanding that
the Endowment is enthusiastic about undertaking it. Due to the linited
time recaining before the full rush of Bicentennial activities is upon
us, it is my feeling that the Congress should act as swiftly as possible
to provide funds so that the project can begia.

I hope you will agree that the project offers us a unique opportunity

to record the mood and spirit of America on our 200th anniversary at

a relatively low cost. The permanent record of photographs will pro-
vide a valuable insight for future generations of Americans, and it will
be easily accessible, through the television, film, and print media, as
well as potential regional exhibitions, to all parts of the nation.

I will be most appreciative of your consideration of funding for a
Bicentennial Photographic Project, and I will be pleased to discuss
it with you and provide further information abeut it if you should so
desire in the days ahead. ) - : '

Sincerely.

lloward H. Baker, Jr.

HHBJr:gh
Enclosure



) | ' THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
November 27, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM CONNOR -

. S
FROM: RON NESSEN JQZ /A

Frankly I don't know what to do with this., It is something that David
Kennerly has been privately urging the President to participate in. I have
had no role whatever. Mr. Gorkin tells me that the idea will require a

$ 2 million federal appropriation which I am almost sure the President
will not endorse.

So if you think the President should se‘e this, use your own judgement,
Otherwhise will you please send the appropriate reply to Mr, Gorkin?

ThHank you, -





