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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 10·, 1975 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

The attached was returned in the President's outbox with the 
following notation: 

"Show to Dick Kaiser. Give news articles 
to Dorothy Downton. " 

p 
, After you have reviewed, please return news articles to this 

office for forwarding to Dorothy. 

cc: Dick Cheney 

• 

Digitized from Box C30 of The Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 



~ .. 
. SILVIO O. CONTE A r!"" \.I 

f"IRn uiSTHICl',-MASSACHUSETTG(Y jf:,,:.-1 
"\/!" ./ 

WASHINGTON ADDRESS: --.:>( • ,· ltr" f tf tJ'i\1' 't '>., At t ti 
~9 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE DUILDI,_I , / \1;1,..-onrtt.ez.s 0 ue ~nt .eu (527 a e].} 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2051!1 j 

DISTRICT OFFICES! 

SUITE 30!1 
I 00 NORTH Sl'REirT 

PITTSFIEU>, MASS, 01201 
PHONEo 413-442.-0946 

RooM ZO!l 
POST 0FFICC BUILDING 

650 DWIGHT STREET 

HOLYOKE, MASS, 01040 
PHONEo 413-53Z..7010 

f The President 
('0 ,., The ~!hite House 

- •· \Hash1ngton, D.C. 

r!Y<Y Dear 11r. President: 

1[}ouze of l.\cpresentntibe.S 
Ulnsbfnuton. il.QC:. :20515 

October 28, 1975 

COMMilTEE ON APPROPRIATION5 

t;UBCOMMITTEt!Sr 

TRA.NSPOJtTATION 

l.AnoR-HEW 
FOREIGN OPERATIONS 

SEl..ECTCOMMilTEE ON 
SMALL BUSINESS 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

SUBCOMMI'TTEES: 

Ex 0Ff"ICto MeMBER: Ol" 
ALL SuncoMMITTEES 

MIGRATORY BIRD 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

At the outset, let me say hm·J much I re9ret the accident involving 
your motorcade in Hartford. Shortly after that unfortunate incident, 
The Berkshire Eaqle ran the enclospji_article about an earlier 
presidential traffic mishap involving President Theodore Roosevelt in 
m_}) ~ometovm of Pittsfield, f·lassacliusetts. I thouqht you miqht be 
irlterested in knowing that your accident did, in fact, have historic 
precedence. 

As ah;ays, \'lith deepest respect and warm personal regards, I am 

soc :r.11'19 . 
enclosure 

• 

yours, 

Conte 
Congress 
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:FORE THE ACCIDENT, President Roosevelt 
his hat to spectator:; as he rides through Pittsfield . 
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ft;ll'"f ytor a~o 31·20 Ft:ll n'I>On Nov. IR 
l'rt< !p!I.Niou .r7 lla~ ol year m 
l'lu ;ptt~1H:.:4 -- ruontb 4 .• ~ ~~,....., ~ .. }" ~~ 

·""' ~I l'r'tMf>Otati;.n- )Ur St.~ lkf.rtt day a- .,..P'\11 

~ .. ~._., ··~~~-- ·::..,. .. -~f 

~ "~ ,.. ' .. "' 
.·. 

I 

~ 

~' "\ 
' . 

( 

. 'I 

... :,; 

Seated no::t to him in the carriage is Gov. W. Murray 
Crane ofDallon. 
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An ea -...tier pret:idetttial cros!rt 
Close call in Pittsfield ha5 faded fro1n official1.ncrnorics 

f}y Edward J. Farrell 

pokesman for the s~·cn~t 
t' was quoted in a syndi
nc'\':s story m The Eaple 
cek us saying the ser\'lee 
not rf.'call any prc\·1ous 
accident in \\ hich :1 Pres
v,as n pas!'~ngl'r The 

enl camr as an <1ftrrm:1th 
l'OIIISI<lll bet WN'J' l'rl'Sl 

.'ord's car :~nd a :-.r·c"nd 

. in llartfPrd, c(,nn . a 
~(!. 

11h~1l d11 thl'W \rrUIW 

•, Sll.l)ll~r:; Ill thr ~·rn:t 
I noll. .. Thl'rt' '' ;,~ a pn

i ·I'!. !ln•l II \1.\, , ~i<l"Cr 
\ 1n t~~. rrl ., · • l·.,., 

rulli.l!l. 1• •1.•,; l tll ,n 
•1<1 •Hl tht• l'ii•C!ll l£' c,f 

·'-~ 1 t·tt• thP !'' 1! ·r l """ 

·Ill il~,i,1 1 lliC H•\t 

"I ' ', ( f lfll 

,;••1\ It •1,,.' ' •' 

from the carriage to the ground. 
along with Gov. Crane and the 
secrr(;:JrY. 

,\rcordlllf: to rrp.1rts. "Trr:!dy 
p!Ckt•d himself up \lhrre he had 
ht.>en flunr, and io.;surd a bl!stcr
ltll~ o~:lh · tm1 .1rd tile offl•nrhng 
n.;ll(•rman and conductor. .. 

~omen jailrd 

lhc account s;ud thr lll<lhli

n~;;n and t'lrnductor W!'rc ll!Hkr 
tl!'dl'~S frcrn trullev C••flln:l:w nf
ftl'l<lls to ru:;h tc; the ·l.•l:intry 
( 'l•:b ,1nd 1:et the p:l'; 'l'l·l'l·rs 

tl~·n· --~'('.Hi of tht• Pn•·'hi•'lli 
Tffi· m,>tu•m;m ;mo.! c<~:rdur:or 

"-"'It'd IR TI'Pilths Ill J.lll fnr 
J ,j 1.1. ,'t r 

!'''t' :lt'<'dt'I t Illildl' (;,\(11•l,.li 

t. l 1 :< • I if'l' ll'lH' l'1ll f1 !• 1 

\ f ·.t. I tdhl ftHh.h CI..IU l t••l 
•.. I r t \\ tl1 .1 1 t'.tr i1 L'·' pt, 

.1 l'rt"lif'~l 11llld1 n •. n , ~,nu~t 

tre;scd and humiliated as it was 
by tlus deplorable and shocking 
ocrun•nce. which came within a 
hatr's breadth of a national 
tr:~gedy.'' wrote Edward Roll
wood in Ius "History of Pills
field." 

The Cit) C'uuncil passrd a res
olutiOn rxpressmg 1ts · profound 
~·rro\1 

fl•Jltllnod furthrr noted th..1t 
"It is 111lpoS.'>Ihle that am· worc!s 
cm:ld tnn' l''.presS<·ct adequatr-
11 till' sh~m1e :Hid conl'l'rn fell bv 
th..• mmrn.;;Hty. ,. -

:'\o pi.H~\I('S 

Cmmccticut tren-ager who clob. 
bcrcd the prestdcntial lim
ousine. 

All accounts of the Pittsfield 
eptsodc agrrrd that President 
lhK.lscvelt suffered some cuts 
:md bruises. They were de<'p 
cr:ou2h to kt'cp ltoosevelt's 
rm:n;unes of the incident alive 
ftll' \'l'ill'S <lflt'f. 
~'\era! months aftrr the acci

d;:nt. thrt'f' lluns l'Sraped from 
tl~·~r eag.•s 1:1 1'1ttsfll'ld while 
l"·1n ~ trnn:-.krrc·d to n l'itls1ft>ld 
th,'.tlrr. Thl'Y roamed tht· e1t:; 
at "'1ll :llld lt'rron/{'C! the c1t1 
n•nry The tT'ay•>r of l'1thfit'ltl. 

Th,·r,• ;trt• no pi'lc lit'S r~r '"' IP~rnd has 1! r.·c:ll!t·rl H!•Y-<'· 
I'k>l.,l'lol'll[~ olll ~>lith :-.trc·,! lt• \t'il:.. r•r011lt.:.. .1•; ;J l!olll hun:t'f 
rn.n ~- IIH' !.n Ill' of th~· :1l'l'ldcnt 111 Ius IOtll1t,rr da\S and wtred 
Tl, , t!h l!tt•·r,•d h1 ')',.,; h 1l< l 'rl'~hh·t:t -
11·•• .. ·11'11 h.:. l>e<Il •mi••llt t'11.·d lhrt't' llnns nLmlng lt)(lSt' 

\Ill~! l 'lot' t• ;( I( IS: .ft !.1 !llll· i.Ut" l':tll )!ill l'<l!llt' ,111d h\'lp 
lud,• lnd.t\ th.11 t!lt'l ·,•,,_ rt' 11<ll o '" 

r,r tl•·t~~tl"\tii'~L,,pf·•-..kr! ,'n"P' \1 1 t1t•i 
' .• I' ! l '" 1,1 (• onl III (J', 'l :,• ',, flt'<'.j 1 f Ill) !'•lllllPg Tlx• 
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