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Vietnamese refugee mail dropped this week about 1900
pieces, and it was divided almost evenly on the subject:

PRO: 851
CON: 956
COMMENT : 75

Opposition to accepting and aiding the refugees stems
mostly from economic concern, especially among middle
class people who express frustration and resentment over
their own present condition. The first letter in the
CON: Refugees Section of the Sample is particularly
representative of this point of view.

Another foreign policy issue that is beginning to draw
mail is the guestion of U.S. sovereignty over the Panama
Canal. To date you have received 409 letters urging the
U.S. to retain full control of the Canal and all its
support services.

Public debate over refugee resettlement -- i.e., appeals
to American generosity and goodwill -- as well as your
statements about seeking a national reconciliation have
apparently fostered new interest in a program of full
amnesty for American exiles and deserters. This week
you received 351 letters urging such a program, 14
opposing it.

You have also received considerable mail urging and/or
supporting a veto of the Strip-Mining Bill (690 pieces).
Slightly over 100 wrote in support of the bill.





