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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 6, 1975 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: JERRY H. 

The attached was returned in the President's outbox with the 
folLowing notation: 

-- Thank. 

Please follow-up with the appropriate action. 

Thank you. 

cc: Don Rumsfeld 

Digitized from Box C20 of The Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



THE PRESIDEJIT IUS SEEN d1 
stLDUIS POST-DISPATCH 

RICHARD DUDMAN, CHIEF WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT 1701 PENNmVANIA AVENUE, II.W. ~ITE 550 WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 202a&llll 

May 1, 1975 

We know you will be interested in 

seeing this special section, "Vietnam: 

Defeat and Disillusion," which the 

Post-Dispatch published yesterday. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Here are two copies of the special 
Vietnam section that I mentioned Saturday 
night. 

It was an honor and a pleasure to 
have you and Mrs. Ford with us at the 
dinner. 

With 

Deakin. 



... 

Bv HI( 1'\P.D Dt"lJ"t.\:'i 
(.;.,f 'Joao r._. n '-''"'""?"'Q<,fDl 

T HE c'Jila.pse c:~me all in a rush- collapse o~ an 
Amencan.trainrd c~.rmy, coilapse of ~n Ameri· 

can.fl''l.S .:::1 g ,•,o::rr!T.tnt, crJlJ3p c tJf an Amencan 
po.:c.: e;f ,)j;. ?:-e~!d.r.t• 

S•Jd~e:1lv the c! e-arn WC\5 shattered - the 
cc ~tr v .! \-,~~0:1 ·if !'rv. ·& IJI:le f:--;~.:r:dly Asi.;r,s from 
C w. r. To f '\\ :· ... ., th 1f h.: .:t~ <...t1d n.1r .i, of 
g ~ 

n ... h : ly ar:_:. .,e (lt'~tlo. ed t:1e 
pr 'i d t:: ~ho ., .u :--tt ... bcJt .tat 
.. :,. :, f:(i :\.. 'IJ 11'~ d :k. 

l t't~. tn CJr.e of t~ose suJ.·~cn edicts that 
g1 •.em;r.er.t leadt-r.s lt~;e to 1:s:>ue, Americans were 
told t' Jt tli•:> V1tt!idi'Tl adHnture hud aln·,;;dy passed 
l!" p<J.nt or n'l rc:'·Jm. It is too late for any more 
JcLate, lh~; w !re '::Jld; nli·..v that we are in .t, we 
m· o.;t "LJ .l"e ..::< :.u:;t:. 

Ar.l!r -:a:-s .;.re ~ •. cc .ss-Ori nt!!d.. and there was 
"'g .. raJ . ··~:n;.l,"Jn t •• at Am rican money, Amen-

Jh· mc):,~n, fll.IJ\r"'' 
t.Ji1 ... ('!:Ht(A,,...•j..,.·IIJrat 

A .. E?t~. '·..,~~ ad ('"!"~7;~ in Ir.~_;.:::a began ~.ye~~ a~o 
. a. . r..;.;w, ,)t cr,.. .... e. 1t r.vw !'lob e;,t!<:d m 

c: ... ~ · ! ·1· · a: ! ~ .... ;,;)OJ(.[mer.t. 
n.':' ::.tury 1>t tna~ (itJ.trter C•-·ntury CJt mtcr..-ent!on is a 

r-.xti.Or(: o: :- 6h h J;>eS ar.rl tndJvtdUA! 5-acrifice and herol.3m, 
0.1 the one har.d, .and OffiCial deception, self-delusion, 
Cl'lr.c .. ..a:ment ar.d cf'\..('ltv on tr.l! othl>r 

ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 

can weapons and American goodwill would bring it 
of!. Doubters were considered defeatist and unpa
triotic. 

Tne civilian of(lcials and milit.lry officers who 
d1d the job W<!re mo.stly a s~,r>ri<""<l br..:cd. They were 
cp~rawrs. Tht!y .,aw th :IT jOb tiS r.ot to question the
policy bt.t to de t!:eir a~c;ip,ned tJ~ks and t:arn gvod 
m;J.l't.s fvr t.oi~g :h0se ta<.~ v.:ell. 

sl IGON BECA:.:z·. .. 't;'ol.l WJ)'·St .. tion !or 
cc.ree: m..:n ~r.d .,,orr.cn en thdr \\;;.y ~p th~ hctder. 
Civili::ar..:; m:magcJ the economy, su;>crvistd the 
police, advised the government, helped r"Jn the 
sct:oi'Jls and hosp11o11~. and trumpet('d the success of 
an Amcncan triu~ph in "r..jtlon bt:iiUmg." 

Car~r:r m!!it .. ry officer:, Wf·n! to Saigcn as t~e 
cnly w"r r,oirg on anJ the pl. ce to mai~c th~ir 
rcc r [c, prr1n, 1U0:1 

S~r.~'eJt t~ u .. ('d \ w1r.am as a :abo.l:-<Hvry m 
whi':"t: t1 l' jH.:n·-:·h"::lt witt: the tcchr:!qct·~, of t:.e JlE.w 
cra!t or "cour.ttor:nScur~r:'.cy,•· an1j nJw to re-gulate 
b~J:~b;r.g lfl WrtCk tiw tt.Otlr,my <ti"lf! ~liC"..ik {!,c \1,1:1 or 
an adversary. 

Scie<tists used the country as a tc;,ting pl:..tce for 
new techniques of crop de::;truction, creaung forest 
f1res, and such "antipersonnel" \-.'C<lpons as the 
jellied gas&line, the tiny arrows tiwt hooked into 
flesh, and tile "bomblcts" lhJt Y.oulJ '·r~ out pellets 
horizontaily to kill or maim anyonl! m rr.nge. 

Terror t.y the Communist msurg('nts was an 
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excuse that was used to cover all excC'~ses by the 
United States and the Saigon government 1t support. 
c>d. 

Senator Thomas J. ~lclntyre (Dem.), New 
HJmp~hire, not~d in ~ furintlS. pust-munrm, the 
A:t:!>nC.l:'l rx· .plt< gave 3-' tun!..!~ a~ much miht .. ry <ild 
lb Sccth \'tf',n m iJS the Ru~· i~.;,;; ar.d th~ Chmese 
gave to Nr,rth Vietnam. He sJJd the Am~.:ric:lll 
C,!;tabll .• t~ment, nnt tiH! Ar.. ric ... n pef\f)l\!, v.;~s to 
bbr.11. 

Sf.LF-DELt:SIO.' "'"' the blindfold th"t kept 
most A1nerican per~uadcd ur:til ncar the end that 
rhc l'ffort was a go<'d one, winnable and worth 
winm;"Jp,. Di~asters like the Tct offcnsi\'e ~ere S&!n 
as abtr:".itJOns; in be"-veen, reports fron t!ic fit:ld 
~mphasizd pro~n .. ~~ l4nd mmnr.:.:t-d r.:>!Lre.,. Reprt?~ 
s·nt · ·.v•· t1 rnrcr.llY \Lts th,• r:nch pl:"i1 l', t,.u 
r.rt;t't.: el~l ns J w r,;.;. .• ;. " 1r. \VT(' tfoe p •ct'C._! 

L 1< , g I, c: ... t a :il:. tt.c long t\;"ilrrican 
enr;ar·~ mcnt c :1 be setn a-. an t:f'on to :;tc;> a 
n.\l ·m. !1 t, o.~r:I!L·•Ioai !z t r~·v,,b.tu n fh· :l'.J.li· r:. 
'-"'ere Commum-ts, bui tht•ir !trst nliq;:anre w~s to 
lta:ir own nationali~m. None or the puppet govern. 
mcnts set up tO stem the tide could ever compt:te 
li.tsLmti!Y or successfully. Failure was probably 
inCVHOibiC. 

\'.'!'lat follo·.vs i~ an effon to tell the V!ttnam 
story ~r>S w\~ll as po!'~ibl~ so soon aftl:r the r.:::~h and 
make a prriimin.lt)· tst:m:-otc of its cH+.:cts. 

-----

The wnr' has caused Amerl\.ans and oth~r 
peoples to quc~tiJI'1 t:-ae P'--'Sition of the \Jotte-d States 
as the nw~t pow~:r!JJI ndttlln m the "l'rld. lrt th1s 
inst...t~ce, the L';:t.('d State· !'\a~ : 'ur;J a hm.t ~1l 1:s 
powc.·r 

lt has caus·)d J r~ali .Er.c.t cf po·.n·r ,', 
Ur:t£.-d S·atc; ~ • mmln .. rl~·· ~- ... Ct':' rt;' ! ts 
con,;:JtutJrmJl pre·;· t.uuves a .e · . . n;;: t !.... C· 

ti~·n!-\ l :l t. , •.. lO' :- ,. !'Y , 1.. • . l 

ll hi.'!5 ((o .. C1 d i.llr ,;J J. 
~ok~iers, :.tl\lrs. J:":':"!tn :1J ~.-!n, ts ..... ~r. ~ r\ j 1:1 
SOL:theast Asia Some c!il?j l~ertl, r:wre "'tre 
wuundrd, some :\rt' st:ll mi~">ing. JnJ m ·~t (I! l~f' 
surYI\·crs h<:\'C bP.e:-~ c:; ch:-:ed e :rer b:. t~.~ ·,t;ar .t ·lf 
or by the Amt·nc.1n ;>eejlc"s svcr att H.:c! tow,r~ tt", ... 
war. 

tt ~a!\ shoJd • ..1 :IL' ·\rr: •n, ir. ~ t' ~·. 1:1 
th.:::.t can c . t su; ~- ! ...... :.& ~r:-
thJ! ~di t .. kc!. . ! . _'lL 

?-1 .. 4ll::. t. . P s t~" ,\ r'!; r\•..t nr. \'~f-.... :-:1 • 1 
it~ tx~j)k, ... ~ '~t>. 1 •·" Car.: """!\:''"' ... r.~1 i 1

t \. ~ - :1 
prvple in an ab")urJ and tr..:pc ;;· ;,o11 vi,· rr.~1n 
war. 

E3rly in the war, a!ter :he dPSlfUCllOn of s~n 
Tre with he:l\y loss of ci\·ilhtn life, a U.S . 1\rmy 
mJjor • id: "It WJs nc<c~~.:ary 'o dl"5tr\'Y the t l\\'O to 
save it." 

T!"::u a::noc;t b,"rame the ~!01"\" o! ViNr.Jm ard 
C:)mtxk~:J, l·:..:C"l'?t thJt the>· y,·cre ::Ot · · ~ .• \t: " 

~come home 
wit/ that coonskin 
on the wall. ' 

Prc.idcnt John.on, 
October 1966 

that he wou!J alway!'i be p:"oud of his p;:.rt m blocktng ..,.,bt 
he co.~::t>d .J.''h.m~.braJnt'd tOJ.cti,al s.:he~e" 

Oitn 81t>n Pb fell on ~1ay 7, 1954. The Gene\·a 
Cllnfercnce on lr.dochma o~nt"d lht- next <:ay, With C~at 
Britain and 1he Sovtcl Union as co-chairmen. Agl"f'E'ments 
signed July 20 und 21 granied indepen_dence to V1e1narn. 
orohiblled 11 from form1n2 m11it.arv a!h.anc'" nr ,.,......,.\.,nCO" 




