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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 21, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES . -

7
FROM: DICK CHENEY \ /
SUBJECT: Basketball Hall of Fame

Jerry, attached is a decision memo donating a basketball to the
Hall of Fame.

The President has made some marginal notes which you should take
into account in the response. He signed the letter approving the gift.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 18, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
THROUGH: DONALD RUMSFELD

FROM: JERRY H,

Attached at Tab A is a letter from Mr, Lee Williams, Executive
Director of the Basketball Hall of Fame, in which he asks if you
would be willing to loan to the Hall of FFame for an unspecified
period of time the basketball which the Globetrotters presented
you in December.

Counsel's Office has determined that there is nothing illegal about
your loaning the basketball to the Hall of Fame. Therefore, since
this is strictly a personal decision, 1 have had two letters prepared
for your signature:

Tab B is a letter telling Mr. Williams that you will be
pleased to lend the basketball to the Hall of Fame

Tab C is a letter politely declining to lend the basketball
to the Hall of Fame.






BASKETBALL HALL OF FAME

Naismidh, Momorial

LEE WILLIAMS BOX 175 - HIGHLAND STATION - 460 ALDEN STREET
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS ©O1109

TELEPHONE: (413) 781-6500

January 23, 1975

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20000

Dear President Ford:

We watched with great interest last Sunday when ABC TV carried the
tape of the activities when the famous Harlem Globetrotters visited
in your office on December 6, 1974. Like yourself, they are special
favorites of ours and I, too, respect most highly Curly Neal and
Meadowlark Lemon as well as the entire team. They are and have been
fantastic goodwill ambassadors.

We were most interested in the fact that they had left with you a
specially inscribed Basketball. We wonder if you would have any
interest in sharing that ball with us. We would place on prominent

'j display and, of course, would so indicate that it was your

possession and had been loaned to us after being presented to you,
personally, by the Globetrotters.

In addition, if you have an interest in sharing this with us for
display and if you could provide us with an 8 x 10 glossy picture,
it, too, would appear alongside the ball and we think the two
together would be a most interesting display for our thousands of
visitors.

We eagerly await your reply at your convenience and in the meantime
we fervently hope that you will be blessed with great wisdom and
courage as you constantly strive to give the great and positive
leadership to our nation which is so vitally needed in these
particular times.
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EOWHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

7//7/7/75'

Dear Mr. Williams:

Many thanks for your thoughtful letter of
January 23, concerning my recent visit with
the Harlem Globetrotters.

With regard to your ingquiry, I am pleased
to lend the Basketball Hall of Fame the
specially inscribed basketball which the
Globetrotters presented to me personally.
It is being forwarded to you under separate
cover, along with the glossy photograph
which you requested for display purposes.

I was gratified to read your.words of
friendship and goodwill, and I appreciated

vonr cending mc such an encourayiny message.

Sincerely,

Willms

¥cive Director

Basketball Hall of Fame

Highland Station, Box 175
Springfield, Massachusetts 01109
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Dianna -

If the President decides to loan the basketball

to the Hall of Fame, please notify Bill Casselman
as he has a letter of his own which he needs

to send to the Hall of Fame,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 15, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES

FROM: BILL CASSELMAN %_é/ .
v/

I have spoken to Mr, Lee Williams, Executive Director of the
Basketball Hall of Fame, regarding his attached request.

Mr, Williams tells me that this is the only Basketball Hall of Fame
and that this organization is tax exempt. He has assured me that he
would not use the President's name or likeness in any of the Hall of
Fame's promotional literature, nor would he seek to otherwise
exploit the President. Accordingly, I have no serious objections

to loaning the basketball presented by the Harlem Globetrotters

as well as providing a picture of the President to be displayed

along with the basketball,

In the future, I believe that we should try to limit such loans of
memorabilia, First, they tend to scatter Presidential artifacts
far and wide; and second, if we grant one such request we are
likely to be deluged with others.

Should we decide to loan the basketball, I have attached a letter I
propose to send separately under my own signature that will confirm
my conversation with Mr. Williams.
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 We were most interested in the fact that they had:left with you a

LEE WILLIAMS
fv

TELEPHONE: (413) 781-65%00

January 23, 1975

The President - . o | B 3
The White House . Yoo
Washington, D. C. 20000 ' :

Dear President Ford:

We watched with great interest last Sunday when ABC TV carried the

tape of the activities when the famous Harlem Globetrotters visited
in your office on December 6, 1974, Like yourself, they are special
favorites of ours and I, too, respect most highly Curly Neal and

‘Meadowlark Lemon as well as the entire team. They are and have been
A_‘antastic goodwill .ambassadors.
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specilally inscribed Basketball. We wonder if you would have any
interest in sharing that ball with us. We would place on prominert
display and, of course, would so indicate that it was your
possession and had been loaned to us after being presented to you,
personally, by the Globetrotters. '

In addition, if you have an interest in sharing this with us for
display and if you could provide us with an 8 x 10 glossy plcture,
it, too, would appear alongside the ball and we think the two
together would be a most interesting display for our thousands of
visitors. _ : '

We eagerly await your reply at your convenience and in the meauntime
we fervently hope that you will be blessed with great wisdom and
courage as you constantly strive to give the great and positive
leadership to our nation which is so vitally needed in these

-particular times.

Sincerely yours,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

"WASHINGTON

Dear Mr, Williams:

In response to your request and in accordance with our conversation,
the President has already sent the basketball presented to him by the
Harlem Globetrotters to the Basketball Hall of Famne,

This letter is to confirm our discussions regarding this matter, The
basketball is being loaned by the President on an indefinite basis to
the Hall of Fame, and is subject to a request on his behalf for its
return, In addition, the President's name or likeness should not be
used in any form of advertising or promotional material regarding
the Hall of Fame, either with respect to this basketball or the
museum generally. '

I am sure that you understand our concern in this matter. Your
assistance is most appreciated,

Sincerely,

William E, Casselman II
Counsel to the President

Mr, Lee Williams

Executive Director

Basketball Hall of Fame ‘
Box 175, Highland Station h
Springfield, Massachusetts 01109
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THE WHITE HOUSE e

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.:
Date: February 14, 1975 Time:
FOR ACTION: ROLAND ELLIOTT cc (for information):

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

DUE: Date: Friday, February 21, 1975 Time: noon

SUBJECT:

Letter from Mr,(Lee Williams, Executive Director of the Basketball

Hall of Fame, who would like to display the basketball that was given
to the President by the Globetrotters at the Hall of Fame.

ACTION REQUESTED:

X For Necessary Action — For Your Recommendations
Prepare Agenda and Brief Draft Reply
— For Your Commentis Draft Remarks
REMARKS:

Presidential
Would you please prepare two/letters in response to Mr., Williams? request:

1. Thanking Williams for his interest and agreeing to let them
display the basketball (on loan) and the photo to go with it.

2, Politely regretting their request for the loan of the basketball,

I will then send in both letters to the President and let him make the
decision as to which one he wants to sign,

Thank you,

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a :
delay in submitting the required material, please Jerry H. Jones
telephone the Stoff Secretary immediately. Staff Secretary






