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THE rRES IDEln HAS SEEN .. . . .-

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 20, 1975 

Mr. President: 

The attached is for your reading in case you didn't 

see it. I think it is generally a fair assessment. 

"") 
/ / 

~ 
Ron Nessen 

'i ,('' 

Attachment 

Digitized from Box C16 of The Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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· .... · ··NEWSt]£§S·;:BRESS···coNFRRENGES·'i)·,'''" 
\::~' : ; · .. -~·· •• ·: ... . .. ~ l. • ·1 • .. . I. -~ ' • ' ' ,, f,. ·.; 

, • 1 /!' ;/ 1'" oti c·ai1't<C/earH '.\VHerc· Fdrd" Plans· to Move· Neit ... ·. :·~. .,; . : \~ J ·: , 

•. ~[ ·f ~'. , .. ) \ ._·,,,_!,.~;·?.1 ~ .. : ~:~ ··.': t ' ·~}: ~ '.A .• ~ ·, ··;. ' . ,·. ., ·.1 I ·'·.·; ._,(\ .:·.·,f ~ -~ ~·. -~· 

· · : . , . , ', .' .. . , . , ;> _k~~sdyelt ~eid 998 ~f~s~~;~'~{~,t~~~~;~:. ';: 1 ha-:e ~e~aiit~d in his.' pr~fessed sth_te _ So~-eti~e~ n;e answer~- w'~i-~ ~o·s~b- --~ 
J3y)\ ormmt, l\C'tlllJ~tcr · ; .: ._ an._a'-:erag,e o.f abO~t :three __ e~~~Y tw() ( . of mvmctb~e t~nora~.ce over the nus- · tie thattheyt went unnoticed' in the 

' · wa.hi.n~nn Star s'"rr Writer c. • ' • weeks. _,_ , .;. . ' ,_ \ _ ·\' , . ~ :JL · deeds (of hts at des). . ·. : · United States, but were read careful-
, ''' · :····''->!'.',. ·, . , .. _,.. ,; '· V:·}"' Almost.adecadeearher,Professor ly in 'Peking, Hanoi and other .' 

,. · · . · ' · · " ~ ': · ' ·. · ·· · ; . btiriti~ ,th~}l'i~o~ y~~A professb~-~- - \ ; ~ames r:-lcGr_egor s.ums ha~ w;itten 1 capitals\ '· . . .. : . -~ " i ·_. -· . , . 
~restdent Ford has retncved t_he· · _, ;uch 'as Arthur .M: Schlesiliget \Ji:<.:> ·. ·_ m _Presidentral. gqvel'n"?ent: 'T~e : ;: , Later on,as the \Yaterg~te sc~nd~~ .~ 

WJ:tlt~ House press. C?nferenc~ frot;t -. ~ w~re fond ;9£ decryihg•the' demise of~· -press coll~erente,ls: as much 1;\W_lute ·· Sp_read through h1s Whtte House, ·: 
· the dtsuse oft he NIXOI~ years bl;lt h1s , the ptesidentiaL pteSS :'cotlfererice af •: ·: House , fixture ~ ,.~s i ~~e f. cabl_peJ,~ > 1f'ilXOI) , use,d press ~onferenc~S.,!lS ~ ., ,; 

·'- recent. .,exchanges "WIth • reporters 1; ,., '; : · · ·'' '} '·-. -,:;.;:, • · · ' .· · . · meetings." · · . _ : 1 
' : ' ' ., .. _, ·sort of theatre . of confrontation. He -~ 

have been so devoid of real ne\vs ·as ·d. -: ~·~- ~:;·.;!.)">· : )\'" · :' :. , _. '· :: ·; · •· · 1 · hoped the public would dismiss tlie 
to. raise questions about the value of · • ·;" \)l:N~r~'an· K~in~~ter' ~ove1-t 1 • :':/. • .:· But like the tabinet meeting and' so : .. scandal as the product of unfair news\; 
the whole idea. · .: . · · .. :, ,.:{ ·~ ~,U riJti (\!hire ' Hotise ' for '1 '{1ie'~;~\~Y,{ lmany· o~ the other. trappings -of ,the·:>~ coverage and he reasoned :that ·the j~ 

A typical Ford press conference is · · ~- :·-~r. Washihgtorl'Star. ,, '•·: ' ·:·F~~p; :p":,. ' White House~ · the press conference ;, sight ·of reporters snarling at: hi in 
' . a predictable series of restatements .. ·-' :,'!· "'i ,.,z.: t•.,:c·: .• ·: ·' '0 '' \ ; ( \I, ' l ~·~,tn:·,\ ' takes on the . shape that the pr·esideht (;i would produce just such a -reaction.' q 

of . the Pr~~itlen~'s ~!ready well- , :;:''' 1
,: •• '·.:·'! .. ~·PI(~-~·~r;!~\L? •. '~<:.'.'_;··:• <'·':'"'': choosestogiveit .. · :. :, , -·.,, .· Manyr~porter.splayedimi!lten!iopal ,,! 

. known posttii:ms, mterspersed occa- I : -:'1
1
'" 1.! ·', It, - _.,,,, ' ;• '. ,;'' ·, '"·. -~· ' ' Herbert Hoover reqmred th~t all supporting roles In that drama: ' . ' ' 

sion_ally with the disn1issa_l of a.-whole ': anothe~ example •. ~t~~~,' .1s~~~.t:1o~• ;~f !1·~~ quc;,stiorl.s b~ submitted in ~dvance. ~:_.. · ~jtti ford in the White' House 'the , 
subJeCt\., as"lnappropnate 11 

_ fo1· ,. ~~':;~tte _I,Iouse •. . '1 .,., ~ ·~·'~'·:·"- .. ;, /l"~~oi,!;·i; He rihsw~re~ the p~e~ · he liked and ~·· te!ls10n IS gone from the _wess, c? .. ~r- 1 , 
comment. .. · · ..... Ntxon.~ sh.ut;hJmseJf off !,~om - t!}~l,,-. reporters were ·prohtbited from ·even ' ·ence;; I~e Prestdent bnngs '- bv1htY · 

' " · ' "' 1 r•(·•:,, p• ;:,'· · ·; • · press, ,arydfrtlhlthecountrr! :· Schle.s.- . •.mentioning the questions that : wer.e:~· .. and goo .humor to the -'rostrurrl and_· 
;Ford has hel.dten press ¢6nfer-l triger .. wrot~; lll ·,T~c!Irhpetial · -Pr;e~t·~;·, leftunanswered. . ,.· ·· ,_,~;;::i reets even hostte 'questtons ,with a · 

ences in just over seven thonths in of- depcylrt;If -hehad_. •for exart'!pl~~-·~e~ C _ \ Although. the .press conference. ; . smile. ut 1e sa s ust what fiefil: 
fice . Former President Richard M . . exposed , to c?nstant qu_estlomng _ by · :virtually atrophied during the Nixon · · fen e to say and no more . .. · . •. 
Nixon conduc:tcd 37 in his entire five ' . ~he .press .. over.:the lo~g months after ~ . pl"esidency; N i xoif used it skillfully -~- .... ' .. " .•• .. I ' • ' . '.· ' ~ r. i :' r ' • 

and : ohe ' half years in the White agen!s for the Com~mttee fo~ t~e Re- ; when he 'chose. Early in his adminis: ' · !' lt has been fashionable to say that 
: House, by far the lowest frequency of · electt_on of the .Prestd~nt were dtscov- .: -ttation he sometimes 'sent cryptic ··_ when a presidential press conference 
a ny president since Franklin D.i -- ercd tn the Democratic headquarters :- diplomatic messages through nis re- . . 

· Roosevelt .. pop,ularized the idea. at the Watergate, he could hardly sponses to reporter s ' questions. See PRESS, C-4 
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I Contfuued from c-i· . ': ;:'>"· . . ~-

1 produc~s no · useful information the 
fault_is _with the reporters. If they 
had asked the right questions they 
would have discovered some nuance ~ 
of administration policy and the pul>- i 
lie would have been that much better· • 
informed. · -~·:.•.·'· · ·• -· .•. ·· ·--- --~r- ·· · i 

The criticis-rii:oft. the reporters is •. • 
often: valid. But~ at a Ford press con-~· ~
ference,;even when a reporter··asks a ··'- ~
particularly •relevant question·;.:he 1 
often gets little more than a review of ; i 

T 
· existing:.administration.'po).icy:_9n the · - * 
. su~ject~~~~:~~:~:~-~:7; ~~::c:;t~.:~ J;:_±J.t~:~:i;~~. i 

· In.a press conferenee:;Feb:26Cin ,._ 
Hollywood;,.,Fla~;Ford -was-:asked ·if ;; l 

I he~Was.J"Ul the:~process·of reevaluat-\"~ .. l 
ing: the governmentts :position!' ·,to-:·~ j 
ward FidefCastro's Cuba>-~ "''!"'' • 

. . dt; is-now'h:Ieare-that·' th~r4uestioni~ · ~ 
nvas- precisely:o'n.the;m:irk. -./l" reeval;.;.f i
uatibn was in progress:l L::;' -'. '" '<·~ · ¥ • t 

But:Ford -replied·,'>' the p<>licy~ today!'-' ~ 
fs the same. as., it has:.been,;..:which is · ~ 
that if Cuba. will reevaluate and give· ,, ~ 
us some indication of .a change of .its ~ 
policy toward th·e u.s.;· then we cer.;.. l 
tainly will take another look, but thus·· ~ 
far there. is. no. sign of Mr,. Castro's ~· 
change of heart, and we think it is in , 
our .best interests to continue the poli..:" · ; 
cies that are in effect at the present ~. 
time." ·. '· · 

J '.·J ~ 

· Three days later, apparentrY"witli..:': 
out an intervening sign from Havana~ i · 
Secretary of State .Henry Kissinger · ~ 
signaled a turn toward detente. 

Ford probably did not care to beat 
Kissinger to the announcement. But 
there. seems to be little purpose in the 
President in~iting questions if he 
does not plan to_resQOnd_fully to those 
he finds inconvenient. · · 

J' 

Most questions tha"t F~rd chooses , ·! · 
to brush aside fail to frame the issue i 
as succinctly·-as the one in Holly- · ~ { 
wood, so the President can answer·'· · : 
truthil.rlly if not·fully without impart-·· ~ 
ing any information he wishes; ~0 ' · 1· 
withhold. ·.:t ''"'~ '·V; ,": <> .. -·- •. ·c" ,/,. -'' ) 

Usually . when the:President ·does j 
not want to discuss a subject, he sim- · · . ~ 
ply· says it ·would not 'be appropriate· i. · . ~ 
to answer and lets it go at that;c.;:r ' · .. ,. ~ 

The President was asked March 6 ' ~ 
in Washington'tO relate what Centra(' 1 
Intelligence Agency head Will aim S. · · • 
Colby.ohad told:·him-·about ·possible . - ~ 
CIA involvement in the assassination · ~ 
of foreign leaders~ --- ::.·, · ·-. · -~ 5 

.. I am not in a position to give·you-!' ~
a ny factual account,'.'.: the President : .l 
said .. _ .. . - ,!-.~-·- ~·-- ., ::.:-.;.~ >!.-~·_! .. ,. 

It may be difficult to argue. that a 
·president should make public the re
pDrts that he recei_ves·.from hiS; ~hief 

i 
"l 

.j i' . .\ 
- ~ 

spy,' though'vui issue· of"'possible ·ciA 
misconduct is currently a hot topic of 

. national debate. · . · . ' 
Ford also declined to commit him

self when ·asked. if he could support 
the tax~ut.bill . that has been passed 
by the House and is awaiting action 
in the Senate. That would seem to be 

-

· a subjeet on which he could share· his · 
. thinking with the public. · 
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The present situation is decidedly 
. to the President's political advan
tage. His press conferences usually 
command live coverage by all three 
commercial television ·networks. 
Newspapers usually give top display 
to a presidential -press conference 
even when nothing new is revealed. 

· By contrast; Ford's critics must . 
scramble for newspaper and televi- · 
sion coverage. 

The advantage the Presfdent 
enjoys relative to live ·tclevison 
coverage may be on the verge of ' 
crumbling: The commercial televi
sion networks declined to broadcast 
nationwide the four press confer
ences Ford has held away· from · 
Washington. So far, they have-'aired 
all of the available Washington press ' 
conferences but it is an open secret 
that some network executives are 
beginning to ask if the shows are · 
worth the time-_it takes to broadcast 
them. 

There is no ;·eal consensus· about 
just what a press ~o4.rerence should 
be. In an ideal world, 'f>r:?'lumably; 
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the president would answer alt-.{l:?'>
tions fully and completely, taki-ng~ 
public totally into his confidence: But 
there--has never been such an ideal \ 1 
time.~>-·:· ·-.; t···: ....... , --:~·,.. ~- ~ i.. ~ 1 

In tii~ :reaf'wodd.:'it can=oo' as- ·· ~l 
sumed that presidents will continue·· . J 
to shape their press conferences to ! 
suit their-own personalities:-<-~:""- · .. _:_.~ "',..1, 

. \ -- . \ 
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lvfEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

-4 ' • • 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 21, 1975 

RONN~~.N. 
JERRY~ 

The President has reviewed your note of March 20 and the attached 
Norman Kempster article and has made the following notation: 

-- I agree 

cc: Don Rumsfeld 




