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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 17, 19

Don:

The attached is follow-up of my memorandum
to you of March 3.

Don Lowitz agrees that this is a matter
which should be pursued further only by
persons outside the White House.

Phil

Attachment



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 14, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: DON RUMSFELD

THROUGH: PHIL BUCHENﬁM .’3

FROM: DUDLEY CHAPMAN [¢¢

SUBJECT: Registration of the President's
Candidacy

1. Legal requirements. The President has not registered under the
1971 Act or the 1974 Amendments and there is no requirement that
he do so. The President does not become a candidate within the
meaning of the law until he either (a) qualifies under the law of a
state for nomination or election, (b) receives contributions or makes
expenditures of $1,000 or more to further his candidacy, or (c) gives
his consent to any other person to receive contributions or make
expenditures. (Sec. 30l(b)):/ None of these steps have yet been
taken,

2., Timing of registration, The President could at any time become
a candidate and register by appointing a Committee with the powers
described above. The disadvantage of doing this any sooner than
necessary is the political connotation that it would cast upon all of
the President's actions. The cost of travel for speech making, for
example, could be criticized as a political use of appropriated funds,
The White House use of RNC funds for certain quasi political
activities could also be criticized on the ground that he is using
party funds to further his own candidacy. By remaining unregistered,
the President can take the position that all his actions are official
except for those which may be properly charged to the party as in
furtherance of party objectives.

*/ Section numbers refer to the 1971 Act, as amended in 1974



3. Requirements effective on registration. When he begins his
formal candidacy, the President must designate a "Principal
Campaign Committee’’, which may, if he chooses, be his party's
National Committee, (Sec, 302(f)(1)) There may be in addition any
number of political committees, each of which must have a Chairman
and Treasurer, (Sec. 302(a)) All persons who receive contributions
or make expenditures of $1,000 or more of political funds must be
members of a committee., (Sec. 301(d)) Extensive reports on
organization and financing are required. (Secs. 303, 304, 305,

306, 307) All Committees other than the Principal Committee make
their reports to the Principal Campaign Committee which in turn
files with the Federal Election Commission. (Sec, 302(f)(3))
Statements must also be filed with State officers in every State.

(Sec. 317) Each candidate must designate one or more banks as
campaign depositories, the use of which is mandatory for both
deposits and expenditures of political funds, (Sec. 309)

4, Interim enforcement. Until the Federal Election Commission
is activated, the GAO continues as the enforcement agency. (Sec. 315(c))







Tobrnary 13, 1975

MIAORANDUM FORs PHILD? BAULEEN
DONALD LOWTITZ

I notiend the aiiached cilpping that polated sut thai Prasident Ford
i3 the onily "announced oy unansounced candidade joy President™ whe
dld 2ot file an acecousting for his campaign zaniriduitions for 1974
by the January 3] deadiine, Could I have a rspori su what the

law 2 and whether or not we lagaily should bave Had. I would
ke te have some commenis oa wahsiber or ndt we ought fo fila
zagazdless of whetda? it s exacily clear legaily that we sheuld
have, Bmyhkmapeﬁﬂmmndpowwhmby
oAzt te fils,

Ty dsn’t you give me somne cins as 20 what 1s suppcised 20 be
Hlad o what kind of information - who is swnﬂhiﬁnﬂ,
whers and whan.

2

DONALD RUMSTILD

Aashmant





