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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Don: 

The attached is follow-up of my memorandum 
to you of March 3. 

Don Lowitz agrees that this is a matter 
which should be pursued further only by 
persons outside the White House. 

Phil 

Attachment 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 14, 1975 

DON RUMSFELD 

PHIL BUCHENf,w. [3. 
DUDLEY CHAPMAN /9(.. 

Registration of the President 1s 
Candidacy 

1. Legal requirements. The President has not registered under the 
1971 Act or the 1974 Amendments and there is no requirement that 
he do so. The President does not become a candidate within the 
meaning of the law until he either (a) qualifies under the law of a 
state for nomination or election, (b) receives contributions or makes 
expenditures of $1,000 or more to further his candidacy, or (c) gives 
his consent to any other person to receive contributions or make 
expenditures. (Sec. 30l(b)).:_/ None of these steps have yet been 
taken. 

2. Timing of registration. The President could at any time become 
a candidate and register by appointing a Committee with the powers 
described above. The disadvantage of doing this any sooner than 
necessary is the political connotation that it would cast upon all of 
the President 1s actions. The cost of travel for speech making, for 
example, could be criticized as a political use of appropriated funds. 
The White House use of RNC funds for certain quasi political 
activities could also be criticized on the ground that he is using 
party funds to further his own candidacy. By remaining unregistered, 
the President can take the position that all his actions are official 
except for those which may be properly charged to the party as in 
furtherance of party objectives. 

>:<f Section numbers refer to the 1971 Act, as amended in 1974 
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3. Requirements effective on registration. When he begins his 
formal candidacy, the President must designate a 11Principal 
Campaign Committee", which may, if he chooses, be his party's 
National Committee. (Sec. 302(f)(1}) There may be in addition any 
number of political committees, each of which must have a Chairman 
and Treasurer. (Sec. 302(a)) All persons who receive contributions 
or make expenditures of $1,000 or more of political funds must be 
members of a committee. (Sec. 301 (d)) Extensive reports on 
organization and financing are required. (Sees. 303, 304, 305, 
306, 307) All O:>mmittees other than the Principal Committee make 
their reports to the Principal Campaign Committee which in turn 
files with the Federal Election Commission. (Sec. 302(f)(3)) 
Statements must also be filed with State officers in every State. 
(Sec. 317) Each candidate must designate one or more banks as 
campaign depositories, the use of which is mandatory for both 
deposits and expenditures of political funds. (Sec. 309) 

4. Interim enforcement. Until the Federal Election Commission 
is activated, the GAO continues as the enforcement agency. (Sec. 315(c)) 
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R .... tXlr+-...in.g; Requirement.3 of a 
C.:mdidata lOr ..... residenC'T under 
Fed~aJ. ·Election Lawa 

Today our office ~~ived a duplicate of a ~ehruary 13 
.mezco addressed jointly to Donald Lovi tz and iae on the 
..ibov~ subject. riP?Il~tl.y., we never r:S!Ceived the original. 
of this :;nemo and U!?014 callinq Lowitz ! find that he dLi 
not zec:e.ive his fXJ'PY· 

I can noto~ r~port, ~ ow~V$%', that ;;as a .rasult of an earlier 
di~uasion in the Ova~ O~fice~ when I ~eliave you were 
p:.:esent, wa ca.ae U> oa 1;0nclwd0ll that it 0t~as not necas
sary ex- appropriate :e'or t..~e ?r~sident presenUy to form 
and register a ~ol~tical c~ittee for tb~ purpoae of 
:rocei ti::l9 cont:i.bution$ or making e:xpendl !:.ures to .f:u:l<l 
1li!J ca."l.d.idacy .i.n 1975. .:\.lso, we subsequently analya.¥1. 
the affect of havi~g the R.~.c. continue to sup9Qrt 
certain ""ctivitlil~ o~ the Pr~sident in the in't.3Xe!5t of 
t.he :Republican par~y a s a whole and concluded that the 
reporting r~uirement:s under P~eral Zlectio:l Law then 
ap9liad onl.y to t!lc R.~.c. a:n.d called for no !le9arate 
repo~ting in beba~! of ~~ President. 

The resul t:J of o ·ur -prsvious- re~earcb as to legal is:aues 
1<1iU be ineorporaWd in a definitive ns:1o fo~ your L""lf~ 
mat.ion but I have indicatad to Donald Lcwitz t.~at. we will 
await sll..bmittin9 it i.Ultil he ratu_~s to Washington next 
\>!~~-

cc 1 Donald Lowi t: 

bee: Dudley Chapma.'"l 
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