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TO: 

WHEN: 

VIA: 

RECOMMENDED 
BY: 

BACKGROUND: 

TALKING 
POINTS: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 10, 1975 

RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL 

Rep. Bob Michel (R-Ill) 

Tuesday afternoon, March ll 

Max L. Friedersdorf ~ , 6 
Vern Loen tfL, 

1. Michel is the newly elected House Republican Whip. 
He has worked extremely hard to round up votes to 
sustain the veto. This call would be a great shot 
in the arm. 

2. From a base of ll4 votes, we now have commitments 
of more than the 145 needed to sustain. This has 
led the Democrats to refer the vetoed bill back to 
Ways and Means. 

3. This represents a rnajor victory for the President 
and for Michel's fledgling whip organization. 

1. Jack Marsh, Max Friedersdorf and Vern Loen all 
have been telling me how hard you worked to sustain 
the veto. Great job in getting it referred back to 
committee, Bob. 

2. This unquestionably was the most crucial vote of my 
Administration to date. Without winning, it is highly 
doubtful that we could make Congress face up to the 
tough decisions necessary to reduce our energy 
vulnerability and head toward energy independence. 
At the same time, we avoided confrontation politics. 

3. I knew you were a fine choice for GOP Whip, Bob. 
Your performance on this veto confirms it. Many 
thanks. And thanks to all your assistant whips, too • 
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