The original documents are located in Box C13, folder “Presidential Handwriting,
3/8/1975(1)” of the Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential
Library.
Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

uT

FEDERAL ENERGY ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON, D.C.

March 8, 1975
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OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT
FROM:
SUBJECT:

FRANK ZARB

~

My separa~e meetings with Chairmen Dingell
and Ullman regarding enactment of an effective
energy legislative program.

Yesterday afternoon and this morning I met with Chairmen
Dingell and Ullman, respectively, to discuss action on
your energy legislative program.
Both indicated an open desire to work together in formulating a legislative package which will be acceptable to
Congress and consistent with your goal of regaining U.S.
energy self-sufficiency. They informed me that together
they are sharing the responsibilities of reporting out
appropriate legislation.
While there are areas of disagreement between your
proposal and alternatives presently being reviewed by
their respective committees and sub-committees, it appears
that their main concern centers around exclusive reliance
on market forces to obtain a 2 million barrel per day
reduction by 1977. Both stated they felt serious economic
disruptions would result if we relied on immediate price
increases to obtain this goal, and that politically
Congress would have to reject such a proposal. They did,
however, indicate a willingness to support a technique
which would allow prices to increase at a less rapid
rate, such as gradual decontrol and deregulation over a
yet to be determined, extended period of time.
In addition, Chairman Ullman stated that many Members do
not understand the significance of or necessity for the
goal of a 2 million barrel per day reduction in imports.
He emphasized the need for continued educational efforts
by your Administration in order that the American public
and the Congress will understand the necessity for
reductions of this magnitude .
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During the course of next week we will increase our
efforts and move forward in our discussions with these
committees. Our staffs have already begun meeting to
provide mutual assistance and to begin serious
negotiations.
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