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. Thisii.."preVioi.Isly ·•.unrecorded ' in- - •- !f.t:t'~: ·::, _,..·~····. -:-.-.- .- :- . ·":-_i·,. :~.,-):%~,- · "?ai~~ong _harbor.. In this respect, he 
cident ·becomes:relevant ·as. the Viet- · ........ "'{.;;;.;; -·"·>· ... -,4-.'~ -~- '· :"'".''./Y ;~ ~ may have '• been ·more of a "hawk" 

-nam war begins to heat~ again: · · .•. · r~'SoiutWn~supp~rllni u:s:'~ardted'ac:- -~ thari' · the President", ' since he advo:· · 
. ",-It.-Yfas. in . ear~ D~cem~r .o£..1~5- .: ) i<?J1. iil. So_utheasL ~~i~-• <~,E£'.Q~--o! : ca~ed ~ilit:ary actions which Johnson ·.; 
~Gerald ! For¢.'- sitting .. i.Jl.,:<;his -= House .~-· Tonkln .r.esolution) .. :~ .'~"" "- · "'''T<··· ~~. : ~- ~ re)~cted. simply because he thought -
minorityklea_de~s t<r office~: >was "* in: _;t~·J.,i.,q~.;'cou~e,~~-~o~o!l·. ~~i=- tiot mov~J: the~ . ,might ; pro":oke _the entry··- of'; 
formed that.the-Secretary ofDefense·;'!"?r· toward either-a declaration of war o~.- ,Peking and/or_Moscow mto the war -:-: 
RobertMcNamara~was calllngon .the·- ~further:ic_cmgr.essiorial . ~esoh.ition·. ui:.,~- with; the additional ·J)ossibility that a'? 
phone;:.. ::~ ~.j}~•,~S.:;f'£<~;. · -~~~> _·_. .; ~~PPO.~.:of·.the:Yie~:"!: w_ai .. _B~t .the -'";-:- nuclear holocaust migh~ ~nsue. . ;...: .. • 
,i-)....l?l!!re.\~~re' a.·Je~pleasantries be-- -•L J:ohnson-McNamara r. _intentions :·' _of . _But . Mr.-: Ford . came_:to take new 
_twetm~the~tWo~inen..:...BuLsoon-...the· · ' e~entually ·escalating· the: U.S. com- \. views· on'the war· as it dragged out. In • 
thrust -of the McNamara call became ·_-. mitment" to -·500,000 did,~ of :cours~:~:..\ tirlle; like . some other,· ''hawks,'·' :he:., 
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. ~?~oq.i,~,~~~@:~tration:...:;:... rFord~-~ ~9_rd;.';-_suP.~rt~~t,hl,S ,. enl~gec;J~ troop . t~t; conclusion that th~ unleashing of? 
f~earne~~as no.w'<-thinkirig of a tre- .. ~mm,Itmen,t ~ -Would, he Pt:O'{lde the aJl' .?Jld naval power would not win the 
~Dieiidotis.t:ioop ~und:up in Vietnam.!''· . '-·kind,of .. bipartis~help for thiS. l:iuild".: ; __ war: Thus it was th3.t he, along with 
,:""~~d~·;ii_!o\Ui~ .Wasbington, ther< • up)~Jhe;;Ho:_i..ise tha:tSe.nat_or ~i~~sen, . ~elvi~ -Laird; .~a.S supporting a 'plan~. 
w;ere;.rumors _that .the build-up of total .. ~ tl~e.f<?OP;leader in the S~nate·:·would . for the U.S, to pull but gradually from 

,.r ~ -· _,. l • - ~...--<·. -~ -; · .. -- -
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from the then. current commitment of . ·%:·F_ord~was. polite but ·noncommittal:: NIXon became president. . ' , _ , 
roughly 180,00o .. But -McNamara was "· H~ ' ha~·~already- come ~tc) the · con- .··. The_:· Ford. approach to ' wars li,ke _ 
malting .th~.s~rising disclosure , to ~ elusion-tha~ Viet~ni ':Vas_ not :a war - Vietnam thus remains fuzzy . But he is· 
Ford. ptat ·"Ui'e n iltimate ::-U:S- troop ·: .. ~_hich C'o~<fbe.-wo~· through ~.a tre:.. ~-", saying 'fuat he: will not bring the U.S~ 
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