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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA.HINCITON 

Date 1/16/75 

TO: The President 

FROM: Paul A. Miltich 

FYI X ACTION 

OTHER: 

Mr. President: I thought you 
would want to see this piece 
that Sharon Hlku+.owicz of the 
National Newspaper Associ9tion 
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Digitized from Box C10 of The Presidential Handwriting File 
 at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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Date : 1 /13/75 

To: Paul Hiltich 

JA , 14 \975 

PLEASE PASS ON 10 THE P~ESIDE~T . 

• 

~- !/,/~c> __,-' / /ti I , 

SHARON M!KUTOWICZ 

National Newspaper Association 

491 National Pre~s Bid~;_: 

News Editor 
PUBLISHERS' AUXl LIAR y 

Washington, D.C. ~:)(1.\) 
Tel. (202) 733-165~ 

NATIONA L NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION 
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l -
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Publishers' Au•ihary, January 10, 1975, Page 1 

Two Vail weeklies' coverage of Ford low-keyed 

VAIL. Colo.- He's an a\'cragc skier , but 
he's by no means an a\icrage pcr~n . That's 
v.hy when Prc~tdc rtl l-ord \itSited h1s ~ond 
hometown here for a 11-d.Jy Yrorkmg holi
day, complete w1th entou rage of nataonal 
pre. , Secret Scrvtcc and top--l~el ad t ascrs. 
it was a httlc h.ud to O't·crlool h1m. 

When wmtcr comes, there as one thmg 
to live for tn Vail and that's sliint That"s 
why "hen Ford tool to the 3ol!J~ ~llh h13o 
long-time ski anst ructor, he dtdn't create the 
1"1'\"'"" .,;,, ....... ' ' • "' 
dent or not, he 'flra.sn ' t the mam atlractaon . 
The .snoV~ wu 

AND SO rT was with a ~gh of relief that 
lhe l'lloO Va tl ne\otio.spapcrs gn:ctcJ the end of 
Ford's sta) . Ford had come, he sktcd, he 
worked and left v. athout turning th1.s Bavar
ian look-a·hke tov.n mto another Key Bis· 
cayne or San Clemente 

The older follr..s who node to this skiing 
mocca ha"'e a great pr1de in ignonng ccleb
riues, Calvm Thoma~. pubh\her of the Va1l 
Villager told Pubhshen.' Au~iliary ... But 

.,•, ,_ ,.,. ,1, Tl • I I·~' 

uonal figure, not JUSt a celc:hnt)' " 
Thomas' paper 1'5 the more moderate of 

the to.,.,.n'' >Atd.lle'\ .tml ,.,,, rwcr 'C" 11f the 
Ford \'IS it refle..:ts 1t , He sa1d .,.,h•lc the cov
erage m•ght ha\IC been low keyed. 1t was 

George Kno\, the 70--)ear-old pubh~cr 
of t~c Vall Trial harbors fc..1r!t of V~ul bcmg 
San Clcmente1zed so his appru.a.:h \lo.JS even 
lo,.er keyed The v. cd IJ. not out to beat 
the n.uiunJ.I prc .. '!l "'h11 .. h "'uukl gi~c n 
abundlnt treatment, focu~ed c'pc:(.;I.J.II~ on 
the social s1de of the Pr~1dcnt1al ~1..1) but 
the Ttoul's maen .stones v. c:re hi' arri~tal and 
dc:~rlurc 

fhc 1 r.111 beat out the nJ.tlon.:J.I news 
mcdm· Y.ith udusi\C \hot~ of the FordJ. at 
some of the sot:ial g.J.thcring .. the~ attC""'dc:d. 
1 his i.) bccau'!le It\: no" has l nov.n Ford !t.lnCC 
they met at a Vall cocltaal p.Jrl) fi\e or -.a~ 
)'e.:J.rs ago and di'-CO\·ered the)' belonged to 
the same fraternity '" colleg-e- Ddta K.appa 
EJb•lon. 

TIIO\IAS' VAIL VILLAGER wa• lhe 
fir3ol (0 break the stOr) that the President 
"'ould 'i"c up his condominium thi s time in 
fa\ Of of sta)mg at the SC\'en-bcdruom home 
of Daii.J. .. oil in\<tslor Richard s .... " 

Publisher Thomas sa1d some of the town· 
i~ "'ere d isma)ed th.J.t he report~ this 
because it added to the brightness of the 
spotlight on Ford. 

The front page of the Villa~er the v.eck 
Ford arrived earned stones pointing out 
tha t th i.s .,..as a ¥10rkmg as '*C:II a" plcas.urc 
tup and th..1t among the activities v. ould be 
moet •n~:s '*lth envuonmcnt.:J.I advhors. The 
wec:l ly, mmdful that ccolo~y is a maJOr con· 
cern of this resort. earned an mtcrvu::w •lth 
Russell Train , adm1n1.strator of the E:-~v1ron· 
mental . ProtectiOn Agency,.. who was among 
the advt.)()n to H 1t Ford at Va1l 

The Viii.Jgcr"~ page one art th:ll "'-CCl 
sh..,\\oJ a man 3nd h1s pet "' olf pid,etinJt the 
hou-.c .... here t·ord \lo.J 'i l..l yang to rr~lc:st 
Mr' l"urd 's -.cann~ .J. ,.oJf.,km ~,;o..at. 

Thom .• ,· attuude " that tht" Pre<rou.knt's 
vis:t is "an Important e\cnt to \',ul .a.1d there 
is the \arne obllg.H1on to report 11 .b "'llh 
an) other ne¥1\papt..:r ·• 

rh~ pu"h,her feel' he 11.'3\C ··.an hone')( 
per pt:Cli\C" to the ';' Jl•urn ~:'''~:nne;: a l..,t 
or ;hpc~h th.Jt \lo OuiJ be ol IOll"fl.:,t. l-o r IM· 
st.an..:c, there -.ere rtport'i nf 3\al.m'"hes in 
the area, but the V11lagcr poantcJ out that 
the~ po:hed no threat 1n the .;rca \loht:re .. ord 
\\.I S )>Lung. 

T11 0.\1AS \RJTICI7FU the trcatn'"'"'lt 
&•~en hl'i to~o~rn b) the n..ltl•) t..ll mcJ'.l 'J.)tng 
one !!otorv m the ~cw 'r url ru,-,c .. maJc It 
out to ~ a "'..hc~Le and t'o.1le U.J\.:Ht3 \lotlh 
piJstu.: ll.1nsds anJ Grctds on the h.t.l..onil.!\ ·• 
But h.) ththC: who m.1Le \ ;..~!! lhcH home, 
"'It's a pretty \CnOu"Jo pla\::c," 1 h.•m.l~ lo.UJ. 
"We .,...orL as hard .:t"> an)' body cl..c, but \\'C 
do it '" a Ml((:r c.nv•ronmcnt:· 

The Vail Villager and the Vail Trail were obvious 1n their 
casual approach to co••erage of President Ford's two-week 
stay. 

auto~r.aph. h )I ..111 un-..ntteo rule: h> .appre· 
ci:ate privacy ... 

Thorn:~~ ••• ;ud the tov. n , wh1ch naturally 
S\loelb o"er dunng the holid..1y scouon, v.::~s 

01 s cro ..... ded on C\pectt:d th•s sea~n but 
didn·t tlunk the gro...,ing numbers arc at · 
tnbutJ;blc: to l-ord . 

As far as the v.1dC)pre.:1d pubh..:it) bema ski hft lin~ but that v. a.s be..:au .. e ::Jn)onc 
turned on Va1l as a rt!!oult of Ford·s \lislt. "'ho ha'lo a priv::ue instructor IS .tccordcd 
Thoma'i ~id he has some ..!pprchcn .. tons tha .. ..:o~.ort~') 

ln all. the President's vistt turned out to 

be b1p ncv. '< t" the rc. .. t of the v. orld. hut to 
Va1l, the baggest story dunng those 12 
dav~ rem ained the So."\ me -c;kiinl! 

thv.t the area w1U draw "rubberneckers" 
but that " e'ef)body ha' the nrht tc• c<'me Rnth ...._n n" ..1nd Thnm," -~.:•'ri ,.,,. Pr,-.;.i . 
·• ..... , ... "'"' ............ , ..... ~ .... 1 u.vll ~ tllli•"- u ... ill ~l1..:) c.;u lll.al ht) :.W) ~•· ,hUOn l Inter· And so at \CCms the more Ford comQ. to 

th~ Cni\)J'arl rJ lnllC\. pc:rhao~ the more Ford 's betng here affects it too much ." r:'~t lh! . normal act.ivi t.i
1
es at Vai ~ and , it 

v. ornes th:ll at v.ould bnng a gJI.t preml(re 
night atmosphere with pohcc and securit) 
hoes e\Cr)'"'herc he ventu red. But that never 
materialized. 

\-ad ,.,')..),V.,:I • .th,:., '*\)Uld clo~ orr lht: ffill;JOlOJIO 
the Pre~ident U"ed but that the Prc .. ,den t 
nun~lcd .:J.I•>n!,! ... tth the otl":(r enthu~i.Jst.s 

u-,mg the mtcrm(diat) slo~ . 

Publisher Kno...: empha'!lizc:d the Prc"Joi· One chara.:.teri!oll\.: of Vatl·~{'cr~ h that 
dent got no special treatment on the sllJpt:~ they tend n1.•t UJ ha,.,le celel>r~tlc .... Th001:\\ 
He satd Ford was uYlcrcd to the hc:J.d of SJtd ... fe,.. \4Uul\1 d..I:Jl l!P 8:"1•1 a'k ror an 

When the :Jurora of Ford's nev. statu~ of 
PresKient ha-. dimmed 3 bll he will be ju~t 
an a"era!!c sl1icr and about all there "'• II 
be to U) about thts m.Jn named Ford is 
what publi~hcr Kno:t satd .. Ford's a great 
guy. Very d own to ea rth. Everybod) an Vail 
I1Le.s him." 
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Weekly newspapers an:1 shopping guades 
are being considered more often than 
e'fcr in all types of loca: ad campaigns. 

And when nat iona l a!'ld reg ional 
advertisers and their agcnc•es look for 
these medta to complete the .r cover•ge. 
they go to the one s'urce they knotlt' and 
use- SROS Weeki_, NeNspaper 
Rates and DatA • 

Plan flOW to h.lv'!" yoor l isting- and a Service·Ad -
in the March 197S issue. Use the handy coupon below. 

Closinr Dato;: 
Uew listir.c: Clnsine: February I 
Ad fcrms Clcs!nt:: February 3 
Plate Clo.sin1: February 11 
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THE WH!TE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January l8, l975 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: PAULA. MILTICH 

FROM: JERR~~ 

The attached material was returned in the President's outbox 
with the following notation: 

-- Paul/Good piece. Thanks. Might write 
and thank her. Put in scrapbook. 

Please follow-up with the approp:-iate action. 

cc: Don Run~sfeld 
Dorothy Downton 
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