The original documents are located in Box C8, folder “Presidential Handwriting,
12/11/1974” of the Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential
Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



J & | L
THE PRESIDINT HAS SEEN....

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

~ December 11, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. MARSH

FROM : DR. MARRu‘L___

Jack - I have answered this. Thought you
might like to show it to the President.

Enclosure
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‘Mark A. Adelson,Esq.
869 Fairfield Avenue
Westbury, lLong Island
New York 11590

The President of The United States November 7th, 1974
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

Having recently returned home under the provisions of the Ammesty Program,

.I wish to express my appreciation of having had the opportunity to re-

patriate.

Perhaps you may be interested to know that no prejudice has been expressed
or experienced against me by other Americans who are aware of my status. I
am well satisfied im my decision to rejoin The United States.

Enclosed, please find a copy of my account in this matter, which I have ta-
ken the liberty of forwarding to the exile community in Canada. My feeling
is, there are numerous military absentees in Canada who may question the
bona fide of The Program, and my hope is to alleviate such doubtfulness in
submitting of my personal experience therein.

May I take this opportunity to wish you good fortune in The Presidency °?

I am and remé.in,

Yours Sincerely,

M L A

(Mark A. Adelson) . maa



AIR-MAIL Mark A. Adelson
: 869 Fairfield Avemus

Westbury, long Island
New York,U.S.A11590

The Toronto Anti-Draft Program November 1st, 1974
11} Spedina Avenue

-Toronto, Ontario

CANADA

Dear Sirs

Re. The Presidential Amesty Program

Here is my account of experience in returning to The United States
following a period of over 5 years'! unanthorized absence from the
Army. It might be beneficial to relay this message pudblicly to the
exile cormmnity, as some are hesitant,for fear of mistreatment or

of prejudice, to adventurs the offer of clemency. Such fear is withe
out fotmdatiom.

X retm-md by air to I‘Iew York from Torouto on October 11th.The crossing
was uneventful. On the 21st, I drove to Fi.Benjamin Harrison, Indiana,
which lies a mlile or two east of Imdianapolis.The following morning 1
telephoned the Joint Processing Centre for directions, arriving at the

- Fort at about 10:00 A.M. Processing began immediately, and provision
was pade for legal coumsel,if desired, prior to each phase. Meals are
gratis, of course, and theidw i3 semi-private accomodation complete

with colour t.v., verxding machines, etcs There are no haircuts,uniforms
or other wnpleasantriss, and the staff sarpgeants somehow find it feasible
to make suggestions instead of orders. Apparently, care has been taken
to exclwde any wmpleasart confrontationsy I learned from one dargeant
that he had recently received his He.A. degree in Educationese The pro-
cess was completed within 2 hours. Travelling expenses are paid, unless
you arrive by car, and there is a "bormus® of&S.OO.Am‘back-muillbe
railed to you also.

Fonmngthaimoranmﬂeairabledischuge.mhaandmtoren '
port to the Selective Service System. After reporting, assistance is a=
vallable,upon request,to find a suitable position of alternale servics,
msomum&wmmwmtochuwm

otwmasmﬂ,mjwktomimm,m

Immﬁmdmmjﬁmmmmnmmgdwsw
tus, most people are ammussed and curious about Canada. There seems to be
little resentment of drafi~dodgers axd deserters in the country at this
tim.Ithinkmpwp]sdeeimtoforgetMVietmasquickIyas

possible.
Ym tmh'
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maa . A Mark A. Adelsan





