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THE P:ilESII;:LliT HAS SEEU ... ,~ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 11, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. MARSH 

FROM: DR. MARR~ 

Jack - I have answered this. Thought you 
might like to show it to the President. 

Enclosure 

;(, 
/,') ,, 

~ 

Digitized from Box C8 of The Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



, 
,_ 

' 
-. . ) -. 
. ,.. 

L ---' \ \ c.>. 
The President of The United States 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Mark A. Adelson,Esq. 
869 Fairfield Avenue 
Westbury, Long Island 
New York 11590 

November 7th, 1974 

Having recently returned home under the provisions of the Amnesty Program, 
I wish to express my appreciation of having had the opportunity to re
patriate. 

Perhaps you may be interested to know that no prejudice has been expressed 
or experienced against me by other Americans who are aware of ~ status. I 
am well satisfied ia ~ decision to rejoin The United States. 

Enclosed, please find a copy of ~ account in this matter, which I have ta
ken the liberty of forwarding to the exile community in Canada. My feeling 
is~there are numerous military absentees in Canada who may question the 
~ fide of The Program, and my hope is to alleviate such doubtfulness in 
submitting of my personal experience therein. 

May I take this opportunity to wish you good fortune in The Presiden~y ? 

I am and remain, 

Yours Sincerely, 

.#t~C- C»~ 
(Mark A. Adelson) maa 

... 



The Torout.o Aut.i-Dratt Program 
lli S;slina Avenue 
Toronto, Ont.ario 
CANADA 

Dear Sirs : 

Mark A. Adelson 
869 Fairfield Avenue 
Weatbur,y, Long IslaDd 
Rev York,U.S.AJ-1590 

November 1st, 1974 

Re. The President.ial Amnesty Prs'gram 

. 
Here is 1q1 acccn.mt. of experience in returning to The United States 
foll.ow:in& a period of over S )'e&l"S' unauthorized absence from the 
Arlv'· It might. be beDeficial to relq this message pxblicly to the 
exile cOJ:IJlUDity, as soma are hesitant.,for fear ot mistreatment. or 
o~ prejudice~ to adventure the otter or clemency. Such tear is with
out. tou:ndat.ion. 

I returned by air to New York from Toronto on October 11th.The crossing 
was ~. On. the 21st• I drove to Ft.Benjamin Harrison, IDiiana1 
'Which lle:s a mUe or two east ot Imi anapoUs. The f'ollowing morning I 
telephoned the Joint, Proceaaing Centre for dire~icms, arriving at the 
Fort at about 10:00 A.M. Procening began il!!Mdia.t.eJ¥1 and prorlaion 
-.s made for legal. COUDSel•it desired, prlor to each }:ilaae• Meals are 
gratis, or course, and tbeilt 1a semi-private accaD!&tion complete 
with coloar t.v., verliing mcbinea, etc. There are no ~-ts,urdf'o:rma 
or other ~~ am the staff sargeauta SODihow tiD:l it. feasible 
to J!8ke suggest.icms iDstead o:t orders. Apparent;:q, care bas been taken 
to exclude a:rq unpleaaatd# controntationaJ I learned .trail one·t~a.rgeant 
that he ha4 ~ received his M.A. degree in Fducatian... The 1*"0-
cess 'Wa$' completed within 24 hours. Travell..i.ng ~· are paid, unleq · 
JOU arrive bJ' ear, azd there is a hbcauJ• ot $2.S.OO•Al\r back-pq> vill. pe 
t:aiJed to 10'1 a.l.so. 

Follcv:lng the issue or au 'Ulliee1rable discharge• ooe hu 14 da;r.s to re
port to the SelecUve Service Sptesa. After zoepart..iDg, a.as1stcmce ia a.
va1Jabl.e,ltpall requaat,to find a. suit ab1a poaitica c4 aJ..ternate eerri.ce, 
bu1; 30 cbqa ia poowided. to aeek such etap1.'<fllilat. accardiJig to cbo:lce.I\atelt 
ot JST are u usual• aubject to uniart W~~tgett1 etc. 

I have experience4 no poe~ s1Dce 11\1 retl:flltt Upan he&ri.ng t4 1DY sta
tus, ..,.t, people are •'* &ad CU1"iws aboat. Canacta. There seems to be 
little ~ of draft-dodgers aM doserters in the COllD.tl"T at this 
tilne. I think most. people 4eairo to tOT'pt abou;t; Vietnaa as qui~ as 
~ible· . 

Yours tru:Qt, 

/tke.zc _(?~}L 
Mark A. Adelson 




