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September 4, 1974

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you for your kind invitation to today's meet-
ing to discuss problems unique to our Spanish-speaking
citizens. Through discussions that you and I have had
over the years in the House of Representatives, I know
that your interest in this human problem is very sincere
and that you are interested in developing solutions, not
just another "program". I hope I can be of assistance to
you in finding and implementing those solutions.

As with all other ethnic groups, the problems of
Spanish-speaking people are different in various areas of
the country. Individual goals and aspirations are the same,
but the opportunities to achieve those goals do not exist
equally in every state. While I basically believe that per-
sonal growth and development is the responsibility of the
individual and his family, regardless of ethnic background,
I share your conviction that one of the duties of a just
government is to make certain that the doors of opportunity
are open equally to all citizens, with fairness to all and
favor to none,

I will confine my remarks to specific examples within the
area I represent because that is the area with which I am the
most familiar.

With the exception of language difficulties in some areas,
I find in visiting my constituents that the special needs of all
ethnic groups in New Mexico are the same. The head of the family
needs and wants opportunity for meaningful employment near his
home. Parents want and need educational opportunities for their



Page 2.
Honorable Gerald R. Ford September 4, 1974

children so that the growth of young minds is not restricted

by lack of money alone. Given the opportunity to work and

earn a decent living, Spanish-speaking parents like all other
parents will sacrifice and save in order to help their children
gain an educatio. But the costs of education today are beyond
the means of lower and middle-income families, regardless of
their sacrifices.

Thus, I believe our major problems are the creation of job
opportunities and the lowering of money barriers to a good
education.

I mentioned language difficulties. We have developed a
number of approaches to bilingual education, and now is the time
to review those approaches, test them against their results and
adopt a federal policy of encouraging and financing the best of
these approaches in the areas where they are wanted and needed.

As to the creation of job opportunities, we have a rich
field of potentials in utilizing our natural resources without
getting deeper into the welfare-type programs that help very
few and harm very many. I will mention a few examples in New
Mexico, and the principle behind these examples could be applied
to other areas, varying according to local natural resources.

In the northern part of my District, we have large forests
and other public lands that are capable of supporting many more
families than they now support. The request I receive most often
from my northern constituents is not for more welfare and food
stamps but for more grazing permits and for the opportunity to
make use of land and water that is not now being used. This
can be done without overgrazing the land and forests. Concen-
trated programs of range and forest management aimed at helping
the people to produce a living rather than at locking these re-
sources into a static, non-productive status would gc far toward
creating new job opportunities. And this can be done without
damage to our goal of retaining wilderness, park and public
recreation areas.

There are streams and rivers that can be dammed to provide
more water for irrigation, and this is a proper function of
government. Given the use of land and water, the people of
northern New Mexico can and will be self-sufficient. As ranking
member of the Water and Power Resources Subcommittee of the
House Interior Committee, I will welcome the opportunity to
work with you on job-creating projects of this kind.
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Housing, health, sanitation =-- these are problems that
prosperous communities will solve at the local level. But
poverty-stricken communities cannot. I believe we should assist
the low-income areas to achieve proper standards of housing,
health and sanitation while at the same time providing local
job opportunities that will bring the level of prosperity nec-
essary for the community to provide these things for itself.

The Department of Labor can be very useful in providing
labor and job-training programs in our areas of high unemploy-
ment. But the problem with such programs in the past has been
that they have not been tailored specifically to the needs of
the local area. It does little good to train men for jobs that
do not exist near home. I would be pleased to work with you
in developing a down-to=-earth program of job training that will
dovetail with the needs and resources of each community.

When one talks about ethnic groups, the term most often
used is "discrimination". Job discrimination, discrimination
in education, social discrimination, etc.. Every ethnic group that
has, over the years, come to America has undergone some form of
discrimination, and it obviously still exists in many pockets
throughout the land. In trying to eliminate racial discrimina-
tion, well-meaning mean have in the past gone much too far by
attempting to implement national programs to cure ills that
exist only in isolated areas. 2As with job-training, any pro-
gram aimed at the discrimination problem must be adapted to the
conditions prevailing in the local area. Otherwise a divisive-
ness is created that does more harm than good.

As with education, housing, health, etc., discrimination
is a problem mainly because of economic status. If we can pro-
vide job opportunities and a chance to earn a decent living,
people of all ethnic origins will find that their growth up the
economic ladder carries with it a dissolution of discrimination
problems.

There are many other facets of this problem that can be dis-
cussed usefully in our meetings. Solutions are available and
can be provided now. Our goal must be to open doors of oppor-
tunity for the Spanish-speaking, the Itailian, the Greek, the
Negro, the Chinese and all other ethnic groups in American on an
equal basis.
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I will be honored to assist in this work.

Best regards,

Man ujan, Jr.

ML/ 3k
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ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: FERNANDO De ACJ}/

FROM:

The attached letter is forwarded for appropriate handling.
response should be coordinated with Bill Timmons.

Thank you,

cc: Al Haig
Bill Timmons





