


























































































Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute to H.R. 6219, as Renorted 

Offered by Mr. Wiggins 

In H.R. 6219 strike out all after the enacting 

clause and insert in lieu thereof the following: 

That this Act be cited as "'!'he Voting Rights 

Extension Act of 1975". 

Sec. 2. Section 4(a) oL the Voting Rip,hts Act of 1965 

is amended by striking out "ten years'' each time it appears 

and inserting in lieu thereof "eleven-year-and-180-day period". 

Sec. 3. Effective February 6, 1977! 

(a) Section 4 of the Voting Pights ft.ct is amended 

to read as follows: 

"sec. 4. (a) To assure that the right of citizens of 

the United States to vote is not denied or on 

account of race or color or national oriP.in, the renuire-
• 

ments of section 5 shall apply to any State with 

respect to which the determinations have 

been made under subsection (b) or in any 

political subdivision with respect to which such 

determinations have been made as a senarate unit, unless 

the United States Itistrict Court for the nist-rict of Colum-

bia in an action for a declaratory brouP,ht hy such 

State or subdivision against the United hcs deter-

mined that no voting qualification, or prereouisi.te to 

voting or standard, practice, or procedure with respect· 

to voting is in effect or orcceding the filinr. of I r 

, 
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the action where such qualification. nrcrequisite,~standard. 

· practice, or procedure does have or i.s like~y to have the 

purpose or the effect of denying or abrid~in~ the right to 

vote on account of r3ce or color or national origin: Pro-

- --~ 
vided, That for purposes of this ~ection no State or poli-

tical subdivision shall be deterTiincd to have enga?ed in 

the use of such qualification5, ~rereouisites, standards, 

practices, or procedures for the purpose or with the effect 

'of denying or abridging_ the rig~t to vote on account of race or color 

or national origin if (1) incidents of such use have been few in 

number and have been promptly and effectively corre~ted by 

State or local action, (2) the continuing effect of such 

incidents has been eliminated, and (3) there is no reasonable 

probability of their recurrence in the future. 

"An action pursuant to this subsection shall be heard and deter-

mined by a court_of three judges in accordance with the provisions of .. 
section 2284 of title 28 of the United States Code and, anv apueal shall 

lie to the Supreme Court. The Court shall retain jurisdiction of any 

action pursuant to this subsection until determinations are made by the 

Director of the Census pursuant to subsection (b) following the next 

general federal election after the filing of the action and shall re-

open the action upon motion of the Attorney General alleging that such 

qualifications, prerequisites, standards, practices, or procedures have 

been used for the purpose or with the effect of denvinl:!: or abridsdn2 

the right to vote on account of race or color, or national origin, 

' 



-3-

"If the Attorney General determines that he has no reason 

to believe that any such qualifications, prerequisites, standards, 

practices, or procedures are in effect or are likely to be effective 

with the purpose or with the effect of denying or abriding the right 

to vote on account of race or color or national origin, he shall 

consent to the entry of such judgment. 

"(b) The provisions of subsection (a) shall apply :fn anv ~tate 

or in any political subdivision of a state for which the Director 

of the Census determines that racial or languap.e minority citizens 

of voting age comprise more than 5 per centum of the voting age POP

ulation of such State or political subdivision and that less than 50 

per centum of such racial or language minority citizens of voting 

age voted in the most recent general federal election. The nrovisions 

of subsection (a) shall continue in effect until the Director of the 

Census makes determinations pursuant to this subsection follmving the 

next general federal election· after ,.,hich time such provisions shall 

only apply based upon determinations pertaining to the most recent 

general federal election at that time. The Director of the Census 

is directed to make determinations pursuant to this subsection to 

the greatest degree possible within 60 days after a general federal 

election is held. 

"A determination or certification of the Attorney General 

or of the Director of the Census under this section or under 

section 6 or section 13 shall not he reviewable in any court 
\o 

and shall be effective upon publication in the Federal ~egister. 

' 

r-c---- . 
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"(c) As used in this Act, the phra~e rgeneral~federal 

ele~tio~ shall mean any general election held solely or 

in part for the purpose of selectinp, or electin~ any can-

didate for the office of President, Vice President, presi-

dential elector, Member of the United--States ~enate, '-1'emher 

of the United.States Pouse of Renresentatives, ~elegate 

from the District of Columbia, Guam, or the Virgin Jslands, 

or Resident CoMmissioner _of the Common'''ealth of Puerto Rico. 

"(d) As used in this section, the phrase 'racial or 

language minority citizens' means citizens of the United 

States who are Negroes or persons of Spanish heritage as those 

·.terms are defined by the Bureau of the Census." 

(b) Section 5 of the Votin~ Rights Act is amended to read 

as follows: 

"Sec. 5. tJhenever a State or political subdivision with 
. 

• resp~ct to which the prohibitions set forth in ~~ction 4(a) 

based upon determinations made under section 4(h) ar~ in 

effect shall enact or seek to administer any votin~ quali-

fication or prerequisite to voting; or standard, practice, 
·• ' 

or procedure t..rith respect to voting such C::tate or suhdivision 

may institute an action in the United States District Court 

for the District of Columbia for a declaratorv .1udgment that 

such qualification, prerequiste, standard, practice, or pro-

cedure does not have the pur!"lose and will not have the effect 
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of denyirt~ or abrid~ing the ri~ht to vote on account of race or 

color or national origin, and unless and until the court enters such 

judgment rto person shall be der:t.ied_the ri~ht to vote for 

failure to comply with such qualification, ~rere9uislte, 

standard, practice, or procedure: Provided, That _sucl, 

qualification, prerequisite, standard, practice, or procedure 

may be enforced ~dthout such proceeding if th~ qualificat:f.on, 

prerequisite, standard, practice, or procedure has reen sub-

mitted by the chief legal officer or other appronriate 

official of such State or subdivi1>ion to the J..ttorney ~eneral 

and the Attorney General has not interposed an obiection within 

sixty days after such submission, or u~on good cause sholJn, to 

facilitate an expedited approval ,.,!thin sixty da~rs after such 

submission, the Attorney General has affirmatively indicated 

that ~uch objection will not be made. Neither an affirmative 

indication by the Attorney ~eneral that no ob1ection will he 

1nade, nor failure to obiect, nor a declaratory 1ud~ment 

entered under thi1> section shall bar a subsequent action to 

enjoin enforcement of sucry qualification, nrereouisite, 

standard, practiceA or procedure. "In the event the ftttorney 

General affirmatively indicates that no objection will he 

made within the sixty-day period followinP. receipt of such 

a submission, the Attorney General mav reserve the r:bht to 

reexamine the submission if additional information comes to 

his attention during the remainder of the s{xtv~day neriod 

' 
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which l·.TOuld othenlise ref!uire obi ection in accordance ~<'ith 

this section. Any action under this ~ection shall he heard 

and determined by a court of three judges in accordance 

with the provisions of section 2284 of title 28 of the United 

States Code and any appeal shall lie- t·o the Supreme Court. " 

Sec. 4. ' Section 3 of the Voting Rights Act is 

amended by--

(1) striking ..out "fifteenth amendment" each 

time it appears and inserting in lieu thereof 

"fourteenth amendment or fifteenth amendment"; 

(2) striking out "race or color" each time 

it appears and inserting in lieu thereo·f "race 

or color or national origin"; 

(3) striking out "test or device'' each time it appears 

and inserting in lieu thereof "voting qualification or ore-

requisite to voting, or standard, practice, or procedare 

with respect to voting"; 

• (4) striking C•ut "tests or devices" each time it aonears 

and inserting in lieu thereof "such votin~ qualification or 

-
prerequisite to voting, or standard, practi.ce, or nrocedure, 

with respect to votit:lg"; 
• 

(5) striking out "except that neither'' and insertin~ 

in lieu thereof "or upon good cause shown to facilitate an 

expedited approval tJithin sixt'l davs after such submission, 

the Attorney General has affirmatively indicated that such 

objection will not be made. Yeither an affirmative indication 

' 
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by the Attorney r,eneral that no objection will be made, 

· nor'~; 

{6) adding at the end thereof the followinf2:: "In the 

event the Attorney General affirmatively indicates that no 
-- - - ......... 

objection "t-Till be made td thin the sixty-day period f o llo't-r:l n!! 
; 

receipt of such a submission, the Attorney General may re-

serve the right to reexa~ine the submission if additional 

information comes to his attention durin~ the remainder of 

the sixty-day period Hhich t>ould othen1ise rettuire oh~ection 

in accordance with this section."; 

{7) striking out ''deer:1 aopropriate" and insertin~ in 

lieu thereof "deem appropriate, but in no event after determinations 

are made by the Director of the Census pursuant to Section 4 (b) 

following the next general federal election from the date of 

~he order,"; 

(~) strikim~ out "deems necessary.'' and inserting in lieu 

thereof "deems necessary, but in no event after determination!'! 
' . 

are made by the Director of the Census pursuant to Section 4 (b) 

following the next general federal election from the date of 

the order."; 

(9) striking out "different from that in force or effect 

at the time the proceeding '1-'as commenced'', effective februarv 

6, 1977; and 

(10) striking out 11 Attorney General" the first three 

tim(:s· it appears and insertin~ in lieu thereof the fol-

lot·7ing "Attorney General or an aggrieved person". 

' 
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Sec. 5. ·· Section 201 (a) of the Voting Rights Act of. 19115 

is amended by--
- __ ...,... 

(1) striking out "Prior to August 11, 1975, no'' and 

inserting "~:o" in lieu thereof; and 

(2) striking out "as to t.1hich the provisions of section 

/ 
4(a) of this Act are n6t in effect by reason of determina-

tions made under section 4(b) of this Act." and insertin~ 

in lieu thereof a period. 

Sec. 6. Section 14 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 is 

amended by adding at the end thereof the fo11m.,ing nel-7 subsection: 

"(c) In any action or proceeding to enforc~ the vot:f.n~ 

guarantees of the fourteenth or fifteenth amendment, the 

court, in its discretion, may allo;o~ the prevailing party, 

other than the United States, a reasonable attorney's fee 
• 

as part of the costs~" • 
• 

Sec. 7. Title II of the Voting Rights Act of 196~ is amended bv 

adding at the end thereof the follo~:ing neH section: 

"Sec. 207. (a) Congt"ess hereby directs the Director of the ' 
Census forthuith to conduct a survey to com9ilc registration and 

voting statistics: (i) in every 5tate or political subdivision 11111 '' 

a&tft!Et eu -::l:ids: tl a p11' ')Ltrhn% d aesth ' ( l ur ilk ' 

ea.~g~laes~•,•,•·._fi._?j@'''E ..... ,._.?M'Wf~?~i£--- for every general federal election 
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after Jan~ary 1, 1971+; and (ii) in every State or pol:f.t~cal sub-

division for any election designated by the United ~tates Com

mission on Civil Rights. Such surveys shall el:f.cit citizenship, the 

race or color, and national origin, of each person of voting .age and 

the.extent to which such persons are registered to vote and 

have voted in the elections surveyed. 

"(b) In d b t • ( ) f thi ti any surve~, un e:_. su sec 1on a o s sec on no 

person shall be compelled to disclose his political party affili-

ation, or hm.r he voted (or the reasons therefor), nor shall any 

penalty be imposed for his failure or refusal to make such dis-

closures. Every person interrogated orally, by written survev 

or questionnaire, or by any other means tJith respect to such in-

formation shall be fully advised of his right to fail or refuse 

to furnish such information except 't-lith regard to information 

required by subsection (a), with regard to 'tvhich every such per-

son shalr be informed that such information is required ~olely 

• to enforce nondiscrimination in voting. 

"(c) The Director of the Census shall, at the earliest 
. -

practicable time, report to the Congress the results of every 

survey conducted pursuant to the provisions of subsection (a) 

of th:i.s section. 

"(d) The provisions of section 9 and chapter 7 of title 13 

of the United States Code shall aoply to any survey, collection. 

or compilation of registration and voting statistics carried out 

under subnection (a) of this section." 

' 

·-· -!"...-:' .,, 
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Sec. 8_. Section 11 (c) of the Votin~ Rtg_hts Act of 1965 

is amended by insert::!ng after ''Columbia," the follmdng t-'Ords: 

"Guam, or the Virgin Islands,". 
- -~·....,.,-

Sec. 9. Section 5 of the·V~ting Rights Act of 1965 is 

amended--

(1) by striking out "exceryt that neither'' and inserting 

-
in lieu thereof the follo~ring: "or U?On good cause shmrn, 

to facilitate an expedited approval t-dthin sixty days after 

such submission, the Attorney r.eneral has affirmativelv in-

dicated that such objection will not be made. Feither an 

affirmative indication by the Attorney General that no 

objection Hill be made, nor"; and 

(2) by inserting immediately after the words 

"failure to object" a comma; and 

(3) by inserting immediately before the final sentence 

the·reof the follm.;ing: "In the event the Attorney r.eneral 
• 

affirmatively indicates that no objection tdll he made t-rithin 

the sixty-day period follo~ing·receipt of a submission, the 

Attorney General may reserve the right to reexamine the suh-

. " mission if add~tional information comes to his attention 

during the remainder ~f the sixty-day neriod which t,•ould 

otherwise require objection in accordance with this section.". 

Sec. 10. Section 203 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, 

is amended by striking out "section 2282 of title 28'' and in-

serting "section 2284 of title 28" in lieu thereof. 

' 
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Sec. 11. Title III of the Vot~ng Ri~hts Act of 19fi5 is 

amended to read as folloPs: 

"TITLE III--EIGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD VOTING AGE 

"Enforcement of Twenty-Sixth Amendment 
--· ... -~~ 

"Sec. 301. (a) (1) The Attorney General 1~ directed to in-

st~tute, in the name of the United States, such acti_ons against 

States or political subdivisions, including actions for injunctive 

relief, as he may determine to be necessary to imnlement the 

twenty-sixth article of amendment to the Constitution of the 

United States. 

"(2) The district courts of the Vnited States shall have 

jurisdiction of proceedings instituted under this title, which 

shall be heard and determined by a court of three judges in 

accordance with section 2284 of title 28 of the United States 

Code, and any appeal shall lie to the Suoreme Court. It shall 

be the tluty of the judges designated to hear the case to asRign 

the case for hearing and determination thereof, and tc cause the 

case to be in every way expedited.· 

"(b) l\'hoever shall deny or attempt to deny any oerson of anv 

' right secured by the twe~ty-sixth article of amendment to the 

Constitution of the United States shall be fined not more than 

$5,000 or imprisoned not more than five years, or both. 

"Definition 

"Sec. 302. As used in this title, the term 'State' includes 

the Distric-t of Columbia." 
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Sec. 12. Section 10 of the Votin~ P."ights Ac~ of 1%5 

is amended--

(!) by striking out suhsection (d): 

(2) in subsection (b), by-inserting "and section 2 

of the twenty-fourth a.":1enc!nent" immediately after ''fif

teenth amendment"; and 

(3) by striking_out "and" the first time it appears 

in subsection (b), and inserting in lieu thereof a comma. 

Sec. 13. Section 6 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 is 

amended by striking out "fifteenth cr:n~ndment" each time it 

appears and inserting in lieu thereof "fourteenth or fifteenth 

amendment". 

Sec. 14. Section 2, the second para~raph of section 4(a), 

and sections 4(d), 5, 6, and 13 of the Voting P..iRhts Act of 

1965 are each amended by inserting immediately 

after•"on account of race or color" each time it 

appears "or national origin". 

, 




