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the action where such qualification, nrerequisite,‘staﬁdard.
'pracéice,'or procedure does have or is likely to have the
purpose ornthe effect of denging or abrideing the richt to
vote on account of race or‘color or national origin: Pro-
vided, That for purposes of this éeZEI;n no State or poli-
tical subdivision shall be deterﬁined to have'engaged in

the use of such qualifications, prefenuisites, standards,
practices, or procedurés Tor therpurpose or with the éffect
‘of denying or abridging the right to vote on account of race or color

or national origin if (1) incidents of such use have been few in

number and have been promptly and effectively corrected by
State or local action, (2) the continuing effect of such
incidentg has been eliminated, and (3) there is no reasonable
probabilitv of their recurrence in the future.

"An action pursuant to this subsection shall be heard énd deter-
‘mined by a court of three judges in accordance with the provisions of
section 2284 of titlé 28 of the United States Code and: anvy appeal shall
lie to the Suﬁreme Court, The Court shall retain jurisdiction of any
‘action pursuant to this subsection until determinations are made by the
Director of the Census pﬁrsuant to sﬁbsection_(b) following the next
general federal election aftef thg filing of the action and shall re-

© open the action upon motion of the Attorney General alleging that such

_ qualifications, prerequisites, standards, practices, or procedures have

been used for the purpose or with the effect of denvinz or abrideine

~ the right to vote on account of race or color, or national origin,
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"If the Attorney General determines that he has no reason
to believe that any such qualifications, pferequisites, standards,
practices, or procedures are in effect or are likely to be effective
with the purpose or with the effect of denving or abriding the right
to vote on account of race or color or national origin, he shall
consent to the entry of such judgment. |

"(b) The provisions of subsection (a) shall apnly in any State
or in any poiitical subdivision of a staﬁe for which the Director
of the Census determineé that racial or languape minority citizens
of voting age comprise more than 5 per centum of the voting ase non-
ulation of such State or political subdivision and that less than 59
per centum of such racial of language minoritv citizens of voting
age voted in the most recent general federal election. The provisions
of subsection (a) shall continue in effect until thé Director of the
Census makes determinations pursuant to this subsection followine the
next general federal election  after which time such provisions shall
only apply based upon determinations pertaining to the most recent
general federal election at that time. The Director of the Census
is directed to make determinations pursuant to this subsection to
the greatest degree possible within 60 days. after a general federal
election is held.

YA determination or certification of the Attorney General
or of the Director of the Census under this section or under
section 6 or section 13 shall not be reviewable in any court .

and shall be effective upon publication in the Federal Register.

o d
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"(c) As used in this Act, the phrase 'genéral.federal

. election' shall mean any general electioﬁ_heid solelv or

in part for the purpose of selecting or elécting anv can-

didate for the office of Preéident, Vice President, presi-

dential elector, Member of the United-States Senate, “emher

of the United,Sfates Pouse of Renresentatives, Nelepate

from the District of Columbia, Guam, or the Virgin Tslands,

or Resident Commissioner_of the Commonwealth ;f Puerto Rico.
"(d) As used in this section, the phrase 'racial or

language minority citizens'! means citizens of the Unitgd

States who are Negroes or persons of Spanish heritage as those

-terms are defined by the Bureau of the Census."

(b) Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act is amended to read

as follows:

"Sec. 5. UWhenever a State or political subdivision with
.respect to which the prohibitions set forth in section 4(a)
Based upon determinations made under section A(B)larq in
effect shall enact or seek to administer any voting quali-
fication or preregrisite to voting; 6f standa;d; practice,
or procedure with respeét to voting such State or suhdivision
may institute an ac£ion in the United States Distriet Court
for the District of Columbia for a declaratorv judgment that'

such qualification, prerequiste, standard, practice, or pro-

cedure does not have the purnose and will not have the effect

.

-
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of denying or abridging the right to vote 6n(account of race or
:.color or national origin,'and unless and until the court enters such
Judgment no person shall be denied _the right to vote for
failure to comply with such qualification, prerequisite,
standard, practice, or procedure: Provided, That such
qualification, prerequiséte, standard,-practice, or procedure
may be enforced withoﬁt such proceeding if the qualification,
prerequisite, standard, practicé, or procedure has heen sub-
mitted by the chief legalvofficer or other appronriate
official of such State or suhdivision to the Attornev General
and.the Attorney General has not interposed an objection within
sixty days after such submission, or unon good cause shown, to
facilitate an expedited approval within sixty davs after such
éubmiSsion, the Attorney General has affirmatively indicated
~ that 5uch‘objectioﬂ will not be made. Neither an affirmative
indication by the Attorney General that no obiection will bhe
qmade; nor failure to object, nor a declaratory judement
entered under this section shall bar-é subseq;ént action to
enjoin enforcement of suéb qualification, prerequisite,
standard, practice, or procedure. In the event the Attorney
General affirmatively indicates that no objection will he
made withiﬁ the sixty-day period followings receint of such
a submission, the Attornev General mav reserve the rieht to
reexamine éhe submission 1f additional information comes to

his attention during the remainder of the sixtv-day neriod

. ed
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which would otherwise require objection in accordance with
. this section. Any action under this section shall be heard
and determined by a court of three Jjudges in accordance

with the provisions of section 2284 of title 28 of the United

States Code and any anpeal shall lie to the Supreme Court."

Sec. U, : Section 3 of the Voting Rights Act is
amended by--

(1) striking out "fifteenth amendment" each
time 1t appears and inserting in lieu thereof
"fourteenth amendment or fifteenth amendment";

(2) striking out "race or color" each time
»it appears and inserting in lieu theredf "race

or color or national origin";

(3) striking out "test or device" each time it appears
and inserting in lieu thereof '"voting qualification or nre-
fequisite to voting, or standard, practice, or procedure
with respect to voting";

. ’<4§ striking cut "tests or devices'" each time it apnears
and inserting in lieu thereof "such votine qualification or
prerequisite to voting, or standard, praétiée, or nrocedure .
with respect to vetipg"; -

(5) striking out "except that neither" and insertine
in lieu thereof "or.upon good cause shown to facilitate an
expeﬂited approval within sixty davs after such suﬁhission,

the Attorney General has affirmatively indicated that such

objection will not be made. Neither an affirmative indication
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~ by the Attorney General that no objection will be made,

. 'nor"_; -
kG) adding at the end thereof the following: "In the
event the Attorney Geﬁeral affirmatively indicates that no
objection will be made ;iéhi;~;£e sixty-dav period following
receipt éf such a submissioﬁ,‘the Attorney fGeneral mav re-
serve the right to reexamine the submission if additional
information comes t; his attention during the remainder of
the sixty-day period which woula otherwise require ohiection
in accordance with this section.';

(7) striking out "deem aopropriate" and inserting in
lieu thereof 'deem appropriate, but in no event after determinations
are made by the Director of the Census pursuant to Section 4 (b)

'following the next general federal election from the date of -

the order,";

(8) striking out "deems necessary." and inserting in lieu
Iﬁhere;f "deems necessary, but in no event after determinations
are made by the-Difector of the Census pursuant to Section 4 (b)
following the next general federal election from the date of
the order."; j

'(9) striking out "different from that in force or effect
at the time the proceeding was commenced”, effective Februarv
6, 1977; and

(10) étriking out "Attorney General" the first three

times it appears and inserting in lieu thereof the fol-

lowing "Attorney General or an aggrieved person'.



Sec. 5. Section 201(a) of the Voting Rights Act of 1965
i{s amended by--

(1) striking out "Priér to August 6, 1975, no" and
inserting "No" in lieu thereof; and
(2) striking out "as to whiéh<the provisions of section

4(a) of this Act are n&t in effect by reason o% determina-

tions made under section 4(b) of this Act."” and inserting

in lieu thereof a period.

Sec. 6. Section 14 of the Voting Rights Act of 1945 is
amended by adding at the end thereof the following new subsection:

"(e) In any action or proceeding to enforce the voting
guarantees of the fourteenth or fifteenth amendment, the
court, in its discretion, may allow the prevailing party,
other than the United Staées, a reasonable attorney's fee

as ;art of the costs.".

.Sec. 7. Title II of the Voting Rights Act of 196. is amended by
adding at the end thereof the following new section:

"Sec. 207. (a} Congress hereby direc;s the Dir;ctor of the
Census forthwith to conduct a survey to compile registration and
voting statistics: (i) in everv State or political subdivision i
Wphrerteadebbbieesiantbfact, for every general federal election
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after January 1, 1974; and (11) in every Staté or politicai sub-
division for any election designated by the Uﬂlted States Com-
mission on Civil Rights. Such surveys shall elicit citizenship, the
race or color, and national origin,_of each person of voting age and

the, extent to which such persons are registered to vote and

have voted in the elections surveyed.

(b) In any survey under subsection (a) of this section no
person shall be compelled to disclose his political party affili-
ation, or how he voted (or the reasons therefor), nor shall any
penalty be-imposed for his failure or refusal to make such dis-
closures. Every person interrogated orally, by written survev
or questionnaire, or by any other means with respect to such in-
formation shall be fully advised of his right to fail or refuse
to furnish such information except with regard-to information
required by subsection (a), with regard to which everv such per-
son shalf;be informed that such informatibn is required -olely
to enforce nondiscrimina;ion in voting.

"(c) The Director of the Census shall, at the earliest
practicable time, report to the Congress'the resdlts of every
survey conducted pursuart to the provisi;ns of sugsection (a)
of this section. :

"(d) The provisions of section 9 and chapter 7 of title 13
of the United States Code shall aoplv to any survey, collection,
or compilation of registration and voting statistics carried out

under subsection (a) of this section."” .
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Se¢. 8. Section 11(c) of the Voting Rfshts Act of 1965
is amended b& inserting after 'Columbia,” the following words:
“Guam, or the Virgin Tslands,".

e

Sec. 9. Section 5 of the'béting Rights Act of 1965 is
amended-—

(1) by striking out "excent that neither" and inserting
in lieu thereof the fgiloving: "or upon good cause shown,
to facilitate an expedited approvél within sixty days after
such submission, the Attornev General has affirmativelv in-
dicated that such objection will noL be made. VNeither an
affirmative indication b; the Attorney General.that no

objection will be made, nor"; and

(2) by inserting immediately after the words

"failure to object" a comma; and
(3) by inserting immediately before the final sentence

theTreof the following: "In the event the Attorney General
affirmatively indicates that no objection will be made within
the sixty-day period following receipt of a submission, the

. Attorney General may reserve the riéht to r;examine the sub-
mission if additional information comes to his attentioﬁ

‘lduring the remainder of the sixty-dav period which would
otherwise require objection in accordance with this section."”
Sec. 10. Section 203 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965,

is amended bv striking out "section 2282 of title 28" ané_in—

.

serting "section 2284 of title 28" in lieu thereof.
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Sec. 11. Title III of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 is

amended to read as follows:

"PTITLE III--EIGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD VOTING AGE

"Enforcement of Twenty-Sixth Amendment

“Sec., 301. (a)(l) The Attorney General is directed to in-
stitute, in the'name of the United States, such actions against
States or political subdivisions; including actiong for injunctive
reliéf, as he may deterﬁine to be necéssary to implement the
twenty-sixth article of amendment to the Constitution of the
United States. |

"(2) The district courts of the United States shall have
jurisdiction of proceedings instituted under this title, which
shall be heard and determined by a court of three j&dzes in
accordance with section 2284 of title 28 of the United States
Code, and any appeal shall lie to the Supreme Court. It shall
be the dpty pf the judges designated to hear the case to assign.
the case f;r hearing and determination thereof, and tc cause the
case to be 1in every way expedited. -

"(b) Whoever shall deny or attempf-to deny’aﬁy person of anv
right secured by the twenty-sixth articlé of amendment to the
Constitution of tﬁe United States shall be fined not more‘than
$5,000 or imprisoned not more than five years, or both.

‘ "Definition ' v

“Sec. 302. As used in this title, the term 'State' includes

the Distrlict of Columbia." -
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Sec. 12. Section 10 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965
is améndedj—
(1) by striking out suhsection (d):
(2) in subsection (b), by inserting "and section 2
of the twenty-fourth amendment' immediately aftér "Fif-
teenth amendment'; and
(3)'by striking out "and" the first time it appears
in subsection (b), and inserting in lieu thereof a comma.
Sec. 13. Section 6 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 is
amended by striking out "fifteenth amendment' each time it
appears and inserting in lieu thereof "fourteenth or fifteenth
amendment", |

Sec. 14, Section 2, the second paragraph éf section 4(a),
and sections 4(d), 5, 6, and 13 of the Voting Pights Act of
1965 are each amended by inserting immediately
after+"on account of race or color" each time it

appears "or national origin".





