




























































































































































MEMO 

'l'o: Cheney 
Cavanaugh 
Cannon,/ 
Quern 

From: McClaughry 

JOHN McCLAUGHRY 
CONCORD, VT. 05824 

October 22, 1976 

Reichley 
Baroody 
Kuropas 

· Harlow 

cc: Quern 
May 

Re: Hills Committee Report on Urban Development & Neighborhoods 

On May 5 the President met with 78 ethnic leaders attending a 
White House Conference on Neighborhoods and Ethnicity. 

In June, as an outgrowth of that meeting, the President named 
a Committee on Urban Development and Neighborhood Revitalization. 
No statute required this to be done. It was done to emphasize 
President Ford's rapport with the ethnic leaders. The obvious pur
pose was to develop for the President a policy thrust that would 
command support from ethnic leaders and others concerned about 
declining urban neighborhoods. 

For four months this committee struggles along, seemingly oblivious 
to the fact that there will be an election in this country on November 2 . 
Finally in mid-October it delivers a report to the White House. 

The Report says to the mayors, are moving forward with the block 
grant approach because it gives you more importance and flexibility. 
However we cannot afford any additional money." That tells it like it 
is, but it will not persuade one single mayor to support Gerald Ford. 

The Report says to neighborhood leaders: precious little. It evidences 
little understanding of the concerns of neighborhood organizations, 
and particularly their concern that HUD and city hall are both part of 
the problem. There are no creative proposals for the neighborhoods. 
There is little neighborhood-oriented rhetoric. The report will not 
win Gerald R Ford one vote from neighborhoods. 

The President, however, has the opportunity to seize the initiative 
in his remarks accepting the report. Instead, he delivers two pages 
of tedious, self-serving boiler plate rhetoric about his manifold 

accomplishments. 

Now what has all this exercise accomplished?. IT HAS NOT PRODUCED 
ONE DAMNED VOTE FOR GERALD R. FORD. 

A lot of high-powered and high-paid talent has devoted a lot of hours 
to this effort and IT HAS NOT PRODUCED ONE DAMNED VOTE FOR GERALD R. 
FORD. 

Here we have Gerald R Ford locked in a race with a Southern rural 
Baptist with no knowledge of neighborhood problems in declining 
eastern cities in states with 134 electoral votes. Normally Democratic 
white blue-collar ethnic voters need a few reasons to vote for Gerald 
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JOl-IN McCLAUGI-IRY 
CONCORD, VT. 05824 

James Cannon 
The White House 
Washington DC 20500 
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