




























































































' 

' 



D.:t.r ... 1 .. d t , 
' ' : ; t· . w M 

eeHPIEEUTl2tt Date --4 tjfYJ_ 

MEMORANDUM FORa JIM CANNON 
FROM : SlUt JlALPB~ 
SUBJECT : PUERTO RICO 

''I g "J ., 

-

Four years ai"ter Oomonweal th was establish~d llllrler Public Law 600 

(aDd its Operation Bootstrap launched the spectacular growth of a propertied 

aiddle ••• and entrepreneurial class) the statehood party vote began to 

Here, in percentag8 a , are Puerto Rico 1s election results , starting in 19.52: 

..,_-"...,..--~C~1WRA=;L~TH-:~TATEH OCLALIST CHRISTI.IN ACTION 

19.52 64.8 12.9 19. 0 J.J 

19.56 62 • .5 2.5.0 12 • .5 

1960 ,S.2 )2.1 ).1 

1964 .59.) ~-7 2.8 I 
The above fi8urea are from: Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 

•statistics of the General Blectionaa 

(Short-lived clerical 
party) 

6.6 

).2 

Board of llections: 

1960, 1 San Juaa, P. R. 1962 and • Totales 

I Total de Blecto:res en Listaa y 11 Voto Para Gobemadora 1964.• Quoted 

in STATUS OF PUERTO RICO. Report of the United States-Puerto Rico Comission 

on the Status of Puerto Rico. August 1966, p. 186. 

The following f'igurea , gathered frap· various sources and checked as closel7 

as possible in a short tiJie, are in all •••••••• probability 

' 



accurate but for absolute certainty I suggest they be verified by the 

Libra17 of «ongre8s or a like authority. 

-2 

liote1 In 1968 (see below) the Popular Deaocratic Part;v (pro-C-onwealth)~ 
and a new Peoples Party (also pro-COliiDonwealth) was fomed. The votes of both 

are entered unrler Commonwealth but the split allowed the newly-formed Jlew 

Progressive Part7 (pro-Statehood) to win the election. 

l 
lllDBPBNDBNCii l SOCIALIST 

2.8 ' -

C1W&ALTH STATBHOOD CHRISTIAI ACTION 

1968 
r 

' 1972 51.5 44.0 . 4.5 ! --

~ ~ ..... ~V: ... _:_, _ __:,..~ 
-

Puerto Rico also held two island-wide plebiscites on status 1 

GO~lMONWRAL TH AGAINST COMMONWEALTH 

1951 J87 ,000 votes 1191 000 votes 
(76.5- ?) @5!1""'• 7) 

COMMOlllWBALTH STA TBHOOD 
1967 60.41- )8.98~ 

NOTI: Pls. check my percentages for 
this June 4, 1951 plebiscite. 

INDEPENDRNCB .6. 
The overall •••• :Percentages show a near-stead,- growth in the statehood 

party vote in eveey election starting with 19,52& 

12.9 to 25 to )2.1 to Y..,.7 to lf4.9 back to 44 and rising again to 48. 

Using these figures you might have a statistician make a curve suggesting 

the future growth--if that is the case and to the naked eye it seems to be-

of statehood.. 
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1952 

1956 

1960 

1964 

1968 

1972 

1976 

C'WEALTH 

64.8 

62.5 

58.2 

59.3 

52.3 

51.5 

45.0 

STATEHOOD 

12.9 

25.0 

32.1 

34.7 

44.9 

44.0 

48.0 

INDEPENDENCE 

19.0 

12.5 

3.1 

2.8 

2.8 

4.5 

6.0 

SOCIALIST 

3.3 

CHRISTIAN ACTION 

6.6 

3.2 
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