












































































































































Sanuary 5, 197(

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CANNON

FROM : SAM HALPE

SUBJECT ¢+ PUERTC RIC

Four years after Commonwealth was establish-d unjer Public law 600

(and its Operation Bootstrap launched the spectacular growth of a propertied
middle #pWWW» and entrepreneurial class) the statehood party vote bsgan to
climb, In that year--1956--the statehooders! poll almost doubled tt:at |

in the previous election (1952), and it became Puerto mﬁ%—y

party, replacing the Independentistas who dropped, electorally speaking,
into relative obscurity, That was the beginning.

Here, in percentag,s, are Puerto Rico's election results, starting in 1952:
MR "'v":‘\“"""". AL !
CE SOCIALIST CHRISTIAN ACTION
(short-lived clerical

C'WEALTH STATEH

party)
1952 64.8 12,9 i 3.3 il
1956 62,5 25,0 s -
1960 58.2 3R2.1 - 6.6
1964 59.3 W7 = 3.2

The above figures are from: G‘onmoixuealth of Puerto Rico, Board of Blections:

"Statigtics of the General Elections: WS
T 1560," San Juan, P.R. 1962 and "Totales

t Total de Electores en Listas y El Voto Para Gobernador: 1964." Quoted
in STATUS OF PUERTO RICO. Report of the United States-Puerto Rico Commni jsion
on the Status of Puerto Rico. August 1966, p. 186,

The following figures, gathered from various sources and checked as closely
as pogsible in a short time, are in all NS -robability
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accurate but for absolute certainty I suggest they be verified by the

Library of Congress or a like authority.

split
Note: In 1968 (see below) the Popular Democratic Party (pro-Commonwealth)

and a new Peoples Party (also pro-Commonwealth) was formed. The votes of both
are entered unger Commonwealth but the split allowed the newly-formed New
Progressive Party (pro-Statehood) to win the election,
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C*WEALTH STATEHOOD

1968 52.3 M'9 2-8 = =

1972 51.5 M.O ‘&.5 - -

1976 ks 48 6.0 f - i
e

Puerto Rico also held two island-wide pleb#scites on tatuss

GOMMONWEAL TH AGAINST COMMONWEALTH
1951 387,000 votes 119,000 votes NOTB: Fls. check my percentag s for
(76.5% 1) @(’% 1) this June &4, 1951 plebiscites
COMMONWRALTH STATEHOOD INDEPENDENCE
1967 60.41% 38.98¢ 6%

The overall SEENNER percentages show a near-steady growth in the gtatehood
party vote in every election starting with 1952:

12,9 to 25 to 3R.1 to 34,7 to 44.9 back to 44 and rising again to 48,

Using these figures you might have a statistician make a curve suggesting
the future growth-~if that is the case and to the naked eye it seecms to be=-

of statehood,
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C'WEALTH STATEHOOD INDEPENDENCE SOCIALIST CHRISTIAN ACTION

1952  64.8 12.9 19.0 3.3 -
1956  62.5 25.0 12.5 — --
1960  58.2 32.1 3.1 —— 6.6
1964  59.3 34.7 2.8 -— 3.2
1968  52.3 44.9 2.8
1972  51.5 44.0 4.5

1976 45.0 48.0 6.0



