


























































































































Commercial nuclear power has an excellent safety record,
with nearly 200 plant years pf experience (over 18 years)
without a single death from a nuclear accident. I have
acted to assure that the record continues in the years
ahead. I increased funds for the independent Nuclear
Regulatory Commission and for the Energy Research and

Development Administration for reactor safety R&D.

The decisions I have announced today do not effect the U.S.
program of research and development on the breeder reactor.
That program assumes that no decision on the commercial
operations of breeder reactors, which require plutonium

fuel, will be made before 1986.

I believe that, with the changes I am announcing today,
we are on the right track with our nuclear power program in

America.

Nuclear Waste Management

There is one area of our domestic nuclear program that, in
the past, did not receive the attention it warranted. That
is the area of long-term management of nuclear wastes from
our commercial nuclear power plants. This is an area

that has concerned me as it has others. In my 1977 Budget,
I proposed a four-fold increase in funding for this program.
Last March, we undertook a full scale review of the program,
which involves the activities of several Federal agencies,
to see what additional actions might be needed to assure

that a Federally-owned and managed repository for long-term
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nuclear wastes would be available in the mid-1980's, well

before significant wastes begin to accumulate.

I have now been assured that the technology for long-ter
management or disposal of nuclear wastes is available
but demonstrations are needed.

o I have directed the Administrator of ERDA to take
the necessary action to speed up his program so as
to demonstrate all components of waste management
technology by 1978 and to demonstrate a complete
repository for such wastes by 1985.

-- I have further directed that the first demonstration
depository which will be owned by the Government be
submitted for licensing by the independent NRC to

assure its safety and acceptability to the public.

In view of the decisions announced today, I have also
directed the Administrator of ERDA to assure that the waste
repository will be able to handle spent fuel elements

as well as the separated and solidifed waste that would

result if we proceed with nuclear fuel reprocessing.
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The United States is well ahead of other nations in its
nuclear waste programs. I am inviting other nations to
participate in and learn from our programs. I am also
directing the Secretary of State to discuss with other

nations and the IAEA the possibility of centrally located
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multinationally controlled nuclear waste repositories so
that the number of sites that are needed can be limited.

* * *x %

I do not underestimate the challenge represented in the creation
of a world-wide program that will permit capturing the benefits
of nuclear energy while protecting against nuclear
proliferation. The challenge is one that can be managed

only partially and temporarily by technical measures.

It can be managed fully if the task is faced realistically
with determination and foresight of leaders who will resist
perceived short-term advantages in favor of fundamental long-
term gains. We call upon all leaders to recognize that their
individual and collective interests are bhest served by
internationally assured and safeguarded nuclear fuel supply,
services and storage. We ask them to turn aside from
pursuing nuclear capabilities which are of doubtful economic
value and have ominous implications for nuclear proliferation

and instability in the world.

The record to date is not perfect. The broad consensus against
the acquisition of nuclear weapons is a source of encouragement,

but it is certainly not a basis for compacency.

I do not underestimate the scope and complexity of the
challenge and the program I have just put forward to meet it.

Success depends on an extraordinary coordination of the policies



of all nations toward the common good. The U.S. is prepared
to lead, but we cannot succeed alone. If nations can work
together constructively and cooperatively to manage our common
nuclear problems we will enhance our collective security. And
we will be better able to concentrate our energies and our
resources on the great tasks of construction rather than

consume them in increasingly dangerous rivalry.





