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wWhat is there about education that the President

wants to make an issue in the campaign?

The President believes that people at the local
level are the best judge of how to educate their
children. The President's Education Block Grant
proposal states the issue fairly and simply --
We have to simplify our Federal programs and
give our local communities resources without

red tape.
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Q.

A'

What is the President's position on busing?

No answer prepared.
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There are inequities in school financing.
Should the Federal Government have an equal
role in equalizing the amount of money going

to schools?

Equalizing what individual communities within

a State spend on educating the average child

is not a matter for Federal intrusion.
Equalization of school financing is a problem
to be solved, but one, like many others,

which left to the resources of local communities

and States can be tackled.

BACKGROUND

The President recently sent to Congress a proposed rescission

which would rescind $3 million authorized and appropriated

to help States and local communities to develop and implement

plans designed to solve the school equalization finance problem.
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What Federal money is now being used for students
who are under—-achievers? What more should be

done?

Presently there exist a myriad of Federal programs
intended to help under-achievers. An example of

a major program is Title I of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965, which provides

compensatory education programs in areas like ”,

reading and math. ”“w wm,“b DZ

President Ford's Education Block Grant proposal
requires that at least 75% of the Block Grant

be used to help handicapped and disadvantaged
youngsters achieve their full potential.
Furthermore, the proposal would go a long way

to eliminating Federal red tape and interference
in the affairs of community schools which would
allow teachers and administrators to spend more

time educating children rather than

Wik the Federal Government. ‘Uﬁ ’DJ
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Should there be minimum Federal standards for

education?

No. The decisions made and the standards set

by educators and parents in State and local
communities have served the country well for over
200 years., The setting of Federal minimum
education standards would imply that the Federal
Government possesses more wisdom than State

and local governments or that parents and
educators on the local level cannot be trusted

to meet the educational needs o? their children.

: . . . s
Neither of these implications ase true.
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6. Q. Should there be Federal aid to private schools

and parochial schools?

A, The President has stated several times that he
hopes a constitutional way can be found to
help nonpublic schools. The President is a
strong believer in the benefits of competition,
and has said that a strong nonpublic school
sector is an asset in maintaining the strength

of the Nation's public schools.

BACKGROUND

A recently prepared issue paper on aid to nonpublic schools

is attached for your use.
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ISSUE: Aid to Nonpublic Schools

Administration Position

The President has said, "I hope we can find . . . a
constitutional way . . . to help nonpublic schools so
that they can compete adequately with the public school
system."

Presidential Documents
Vol. i1, No. 35, P. 899

Administration Actions

On March 1, 1976, the President sent to Congress the
Financial Assistance for Elementary and Secondary
Education Act. This proposal would consolidate 24
separate categorical programs into one. As regards
children in nonpublic schools, the President's proposal
would essentially require they be given an equitable
opportunity to participate in programs assisted by the
proposal to the extent that they reside in areas served
by the programs, and have the needs addressed by those
programs.

If the State is legally unable, or fails to provide for
participation of children as required by the legislation,
the Commissioner of Education would arrange for services
to such children by contract or otherwise, and deduct
the cost thereof from the State's allocation.

BACKGROUND

There are presently 30 programs administered by the
Office of Education in which nonpublic schools can
participate.
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7. Q. Should there be tax credits for college tuition

or tuition in private schools?

A. The President has stated that he hopes a consti-
tutional way can be found to assist nonpublic
schools. Tax credits are one method that have
been suggested as a way to assist nonpublic

schools and, therefore, are receiving consideration.
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BACKGROUND
The Republican Party Platform states: "We favor considera-

tion of tax credits for parents making elementary and

secondary school tuition payments."
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Mr. Cannon:

$1.2 billion are Spent yearly on
basic skills programs iji.e.
reading and math Programs.

That is 63% of the total Title I (ESEA)
appropriation.

(There is no breakdown on the reading
and math. That is the total for both.)
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